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PREFACE. 


T he Author of the Hiftory of the Englilli Colony 
in New South Wales, having been flattered by 
the idea that a Second Edition of that work would not 
prove unacceptable to the Public, and feeling it incum- 
bent on him to flicw the grateful fenfe which he enter- 
tained of the favourable reception of the firft, had for 
fome time deliberated on the propriety of giving the new 
Edition in a form which, without leflening the intereft 
of the work, might render it lefs expenfive to the pur - 
chafer. A careful Abridgment appeared moll likely to 
anfwer the end defired ; as much of the matter con- 
tained in the firft publication was now no longer of im- 
portance; though at that period curiofity was awake to 
the moft trivial circumftance occurring in a new world, 
where the actions of two diftinft fets of people were to 
appear in contrail ; the one, the children of rude uncul- 
tivated nature, juft entering upon the llagc; the other, 
the difciples of vice in its moft refined Hate, driven from 
jnore polilhed feenes. 
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The Publifhers having concurred with the Author in 
this opinion, he was proceeding in the execution of his 
plan ; when an appointment from his Sovereign called 
him to fulfil its duties in a diftant country. 

Thus fituated, he prevailed on me to undertake a 
talk for which I felt myfelf but ill calculated ; a talk that 
I have performed with relud:ance, and which nothing 
but the defire of complying with his wilh could have 
induced me to perform at all. An early fufpicion, that 
the deep intereft which I had in the Narrator would, if 
it did not impede my progrefs, at leaft render it painful, 
was fully verified. Scarcely a page was examined, which 
did not give birth to fome uncafy fenfation j and my 
mind was by turns a prey to terror and difgull. It cannot 
be matter of wonder, that, beholding my fellow-creatures 
fo loll to every fenfe of feeling, fo funk in hopelefs de- 
pravity, as to prefer their former evil courfes, when even 
temptation had ceafed to hold out a lure, and when 
comfort and competence were the probable, if not certain 
rewards of a different conduit, created in my bofom a 
degrading idea of the human heart, and led me to tremble 
at the recolledStion that the Hillorian, whofe faithful 
records had given birth to thofe fenfations, might at that 
very hour be expofed to the fame evils and the lame 
perils which he had but too recently experienced. That 
this Ihould be pollible, did, indeed, fill me with afto- 
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nifliment, and conipelled me to condemn the temerity 
which could a fecond time forego every earthly enjoy- 
ment, a fecond time to encounter each fpecics of hard- 
ihip, and all the various dangers fo certainly attendant 
upon thole who explore new and diftant climes : a facri- 
fice for which no reward however liberal, no praife 
however loud, could offer any adequate recompence. 

From the performance of my laborious talk I can claim 
no other praife than that to which a perfeverance in what 
was irkfome may be thought to entitle me ; though to 
the beft of my judgment I have rendered the abridgment 
as perfect as it could be; having been careful to infert 
all that could intereft the general clafs of readers, and to 
omit only fiich parts as muft, by a repetition of crimes 
and their punifhmcnt, with the oft-repeated regulations 
and laws con fcquent thereto, become diftrefling or tedious. 
Yet enough of the former ftill remains, to convince every 
refilefting mind of the wifdom which dictated the re- 
lieving their country from a fet of people fo hoflile to 
the interefts and fafety of its more worthy inhabitants. 
Nor can the fpccimens here given of incurable depravity 
fail to convince the moft violent oppofers of the colo- 
nifing fyftem of its nccellity ; or at Icaft to fill them 
with gratitude to that government which has, by remov- 
ing fuch numbers of unprincipled people, endeavoured 
to protect: them from depredation and violence. 
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Were the unhappy culprits but for one moment to 
refleia*, they would themfelves acknowledge, that in the 
iidminillration of judice mercy has not been forgotten ; 
rnany of their lives had paid the forfeit of their crimes, 
but for this timely interference of the lenity of that 
country whofe laws they had defied, of that country 
whofe difgrace and fcourge they had been ; and which, 
in their extremity, had ftretched forth an arm to favc 
them by a baniflimcnt at once falutary to their fellow- 
citizens and to themfelves. T o have permitted them to 
live, and to remain amid their former haunts, would 
have been compelling them to live in guilt; for in what 
other manner, however well difpofed, could they pre- 
ferve that lilh which, in this cafe, it would have been 
inhumanity to have granted ? No ear would liften to, 
no mind would credit, the talc of their repentance : with 
every heart and every door clofed againll them, whither 
could they turn, but to the felf-fiune enormities which 
had fubjefted them to this mockery of mercy ? From 
exile, if they have any thing to lofc, they have much to 
hope ; they arc removed from temptation ; and with 
the necefiaries of life they are provided, until fuch time 
as they (hall prove that they are deferving of further 
favour ; when no encouragement is withheld that can 
contribute to their prelent comfort, or confirm them in 
the path of rectitude. They are pointed out as exam- 
ples 



pics for others ; in the lapfc of time their former degra- 
dation is forgotten, and they become refpedable mem- 
bers of fociety. Alas ! how deeply docs the abridger of 
the prefent narrative regret that fo very few inftanccs 
have occurred of this return to peace, to honour ; to the 
praife of man, or the pardon of their offended God! 


MARIA COLLINS. 
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CHAP. I. 

TRANSPORTS HIRED TO CARRY CONVICTS TO BOTANY BAY.— THE SIRIUS 
AND SUPPLY COMMISSIONED. — PREPARATIONS FOR SAILING.— 1 ()UMBERS 
EMBARKED. — FLEET SAILS. — REGULATIONS ON BOARD THE TRANSPORTS, 
—ARRIVAL OP THE FLEET AT TENERIFFE.— SOME PARTICULARS RE- 
SPECTING THE TOWN OF SANTA CROZ.— THE FLEET LEAVES TENERIFFE, 
AND PUTS TO SEA. — ARRIVE AT THE BRAZILS. — TRANSACTIONS AT RIO 
DE JANEIRO. — PASSAGE TO THE CATE OF GOOD HOPE. — DEPART FOR NEW 
SOUTH WALES. — CAPTAIN PHILLIP SAILS ONWARD IN THE SUPPLY.— 
JANUARY 1788. — THE SOOTH CAPE OF NEW HOLLAND MADE.— THE 
SIRIUS AND HER CONVOY ANCHOR IN THE HARBOUR OF BOTANY BAY.— 
THE GOVERNOR PROCEEDS TO PORT -JACKSON, WHERE IT 13 DETER- 
MINED TO FIX THE SETTLEMENT.— TWO FRENCH SHIPS UNDER M. DE LA 
PEROUSE ARRIVE AT BOTANY BAY.— THE SIRIUS AND CONVOY ARRIVE AT 
PORT JACKSON. — COMMI.SSION AND LETTERS PATENT READ. — ACCOUNT 
OF THE DIFFERENT COURTS.— THE SUPPLY SENT TO NORFOLK ISLAND. 
—TRANSACTIONS. — ^NATIVES.— WEATHER. 
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1 HE CommifGoners of His Majefty’s navy, toward the end of 
tlie year 1786, advertifed for a certain number of veflels to be 
taken up for the purpofe of conveying between feven and eight 
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hundred, male and female fek>ns to Botany Bay, in New South 
Wsdea, on the Eaftern Coaft of New Holland whither it had been 
determined by government to tranfport them, after having, fought 
in vain upon the African coaft for a fituation poflefling the retjui- 
fites for the eftabilfhment of a colony. 

Six tranfports and three ftore-fhips’*^ were accordingly engaged to 
convey the perfons defigned to form the new fettlement, with the 
ftores and provifions neceflary for their ule and confuraption. . Qf the 
latter, fuflicLent for two years were put on board ; and among the 
former, were tools, implements of agriculture, and fuch other ar- 
ticles as were confidered neceflary to a colonial. cllabKlhment. 

The government of the colony was intruded by His Majedy to Ar- 
thur Phillip, Efq. a pod-captain in the fervice, who hoided his pen- 
dant On board the Sirius, a Ihip which mounted only twenty guns,, 
but which from the drength of her condruxdion (having been built 
for the Ead-India Company’s fervice) was judged to be well calcu^- 
lated for fuch an expedition. 

Aflbciated with her in the fervice of the colony, was the Supply 
brig, the command of which was given to Lieutenant Henry Lidg- 
bird Ball ; and it being thought neceflary to appoint another captain 
to the Sirius, who diould command her on any fervice in which flae 
might be employed for the colony, while Captain Phillip diould be 
engaged in his government, an order was figned by His Majedy in 
council, diredting the Admiralty Board to appoint John Hunter, Efq. 
then a commander in the navy, to be fecond captain of the Sirius, 
with the rank of pod. 

Didributed among the tranfports, and in the Sirius, was a body of 
160 marines, with fuch a number of commiflioned and non-commif- 
fioned oflicers as the fervice for which this corps was feledied required -}-. 


♦ The Alexander, Scarborough, Charlotte, Lady Penrhyn, Prince of Wales, and Friend- 
(hip, tranfporta : the Fifhburn, Borrowd<de, and Golden Grove, ftore-lhips. 

f One major commandant, 4 captains, 12 lieutenants, 12 ferjeants, 12 corporals, Sdinimmers, 
and j6o privates, with an adjutant and quarter-mailer. 
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The convicts, for whofe dlfpofal this fpecutation was undertaken, con> 
filled of 565 men and 192 women; and every neceilary arrangement 
having been made by the naval and military commanders, which 
feemed bed calculated to enfure a fortunate termination to the voyage, 
on Sunday, the 13th of May 1787, the little fleet, which had prc- 
vioufly collefted at the Mother Bank, failed with a leading wind 
through the Needle Paffage, accompanied by the honourable Captain 
De Courcy, in the Hyaena frigate. 

As this fhip was to proceed with the fleet only to a certain latitude, 
(lie foon quitted it, and this band of adventurers were left to purfue 
their way to the Ifland of TenerifFe, which port they fhortly after 
reached. The fliips were immediately moored, the mafters taking the 
precaution of buoying their cables with empty calks, to prevent their 
being injured by rocks or foul ground j an inconvenience which had 
been frequently experienced by navigators in this road. 

His Excellency the Marquis de Brancefortc, the governor of the 
ifland, politely offering Captain Phillip whatever afli dance he might 
need, and that was in his power to furnifh, the provifioning and wa- 
tering of the fleet was foon completed, and at the end of a week it 
again put to fea. 

Nothing remarkable occurred during their day here, except the de- 
fertion of John Powers, one of the convifts, who was however, by the 
adtivity of the raader of the tranfport in which he had embarked (a 
penalty of forty pounds being the forfeiture on his entire efcape) and 
a party of marines, foon recovered, and fent on board his fhip, with 
diredions for his being heavily ironed. 

While light airs detained the fleet between tho Iflands of Teneriffe 
and the Grand Canary, they had a fine view of the celebrated Peak of 
Teneriflfe, lifting its venerable and majeftic head above the neighbour- 
ing hills, many of which were of confiderable height, and perhaps 
rather diminifhed the grandeur of the Peak itfelf, the altitude of which 
was underftood to be 15,396 feet, only 148 yards fhort of three 
miles. 
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The paflage of the fleet to Rio de Janeiro was performed without 
any material accident in eight weeks, and had fortunately been un> 
attended with any dlfeafe, the Surgeon, reporting that they had brought 
in only 95 fiefc, comprehending every defeription of perfons in the fleet. 
Alany, however, of this number were bending only under the preflirre 
of age and attendant iniirmitles, having no other complaints among 
them. 

During their ftay in this port, which was about a month, the cop> 
vidls were each ferved daily witlva pound of rice, and a pound and an, 
half of frefti meat (beef), together with a fuitable proportion of vege- 
tables. Great numbers of oranges (a fruit with which the place 
abounded) were at different times diftributed amorvg them ; and every 
poflible care was taken to refrefti and put them into a flats of health 
and condition to refifl the attacks of the feurvy, (hould it make its 
appearance in the long paffage over the- ocean which was yet between 
them and New South Wales. Their morals had been alfo attended to 
by the reverend Mr. Johnfon, the chaplain of the colony, who per- 
formed divine fervice on board of two of the tranfports every Sun<* 
day while they remained here. . 

The next and lafl port of refrclhment at which the fleet was to flop, 
was the Cape of Good Hope. Thither it bent its courfe, on quitting 
-Rio de Janeiro; and in the fhort Ipace of five weeks and four days 
troffed over from one continent to the other, a diflance of upwards of 
eleven hundred leagues, fortunately without feparation, or any acci- 
dent having happened. 

Here it was intended to lay in fuch articles of ftores and provifions 
as had not been purchafed in England ; under the idea that, from their 
being a Icfs time at fea, they would arrive in higher prefervation 
''than they would have done had they been put on board in the river. 

With a requifition made by Captain Phillip, of a certain quantity of 
flour and corn, the governor, M. Van de Graaf, expreffed his appre- 
benfions of being unable to comply, as the Cape had been lately vi- 
filed by that worft of fcourges, a famine, which had been moft feverely 
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felt by every family in the town, his own not excepted. Captain Phil- 
lip’s rcqueft was, however, laid before the council, without whofe con- 
currence* in fuch a bufinefs the governor could not adt ; and in a few 
days he was informed, that every article which, he had demanded was 
ordered to be furnilhed. 

So foon as the tranfports were properly prepared for their reception, 
the flock intended for the colony was embarked ; viz. 1 bull, i bull- 
calf, 7 cows, I llallion, 3 mares, and 3 colts ; together with as great a 
number of rams, ewes, goats, boars, and breeding fows, as room could 
be provided for. 

As it was earneflly wiflied to introduce the fruits of the Gape into 
the new fettlement, Captain Phillip was ably aflifled in his endeavours 
to procure the rarefl and the befl of every fpecies, both in plant and 
feed, by Mr. Mafon, the King’s Botanift, as well as by Colonel Gor- 
don, at that time the commander in chief of the troops at the Cape; 
a gentleman whofe third for knowledge amply qualified him to be of 
Ibrvice to the colonids, not only in procuring a great variety of the 
bed feeds and plants, but in pointing out the culture, the foil, and' the 
proper time of introducing them into the ground*. 

'I'he following plants and feeds were procured at the Cape and at 
Rio de Janeiro. 

At Rio de janeirex. 

Goffee,— both feed and plant. 

Cocoa, — in the nut. 

Cotton, — feed,. 

Banana, — plant. 

Oranges, — various forts, both feed and- plana. 

Lemon, — feed and plant. 

Guava, — feed. 

Tamarind. 

* It 18 with regret the author is obhgtd to dole this mention of fuch a valuable man, by 
that he fell a facrificc to the party which prevailed at the time when the Englilb forces took pof« 
ffcflion of the Cape« 
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Prickly pear, — ^plant \vith the cochineal on it. 

Eugenia, or pomme-rofe,*~-a plant bearing a fruit in Ihape 
like an apple, and having the flavour and odour of a role. 

Ipecacuanha, ~<hree forts. 

Jalap. 

At the Cape of Good Hope. 

The fig tree. 

Bamboo. 

Spanifli reed. 

Sugar cane. 

Vines, of various forts. 

Quince. 

Apple. 

Pear. 

Strawberry. 

Oak. 

Myrtle. 

During the flay of the fleet at the Cape, Captain Hunter deter- 
mined the Jongi'ude of the Cape-Town in Tahle-Bay to be, by the 
mean of levcral fets of lunar obfervations taken on board the Sirius, 
1 8® 23' 5^" Eafl from Greenwich. 

Having remained in this lafl port of refrefliment jufl four weeks, 
and every thing being arranged for its departure, the fleet proceeded 
•with a fair wind towards New South Wales, the place of its final 
deflination. 

It was natural for the thinking part of the colonifls to indulge at this 
moment a melancholy reflexion which obtruded itfelf upon the mind. 
The land behind them was the abode of a civilized people j that before 
them was the refidence of favages : when, if ever, they might again en- 
joy the commerce of the world, was very uncertain. The refrefliraents 
and pleafures of which they had fo liberally partaken at the Cape, were 
to be exchanged for coarfe fare and hard labour at New South Wales. 
All communication with families and friends now cut off, they were 
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leaving the world behind them, to enter oh a ftate unknown j and, as 
if it had been neceflary to imprint this idea more ftrongly on their 
minds, at the clofe of the evening of the day on which they failed, 
they fpoke » (hip from London*. The metropolis of their native 
country, its pleafures, its wealth and. its confequence, thus accidentally 
prefented to the mind, failed not to afford a moft ftriking contrail with 
the obje£l then principally in their view. 

For feveral days after they had failed, the wind was unfavourable, 
and blowing frefh with much fea, fome time elapfed before they had 
reached to the Eaftward of the Cape of Good Plope. This having at 
length accomplifhed, Captain Phillip, embarking im the Supply, pro- 
ceeded forward, accompanied by the Scarborough, Alexander,, and 
Friendfliip tranfports. On board of thefc three Ihips was the greater 
part of the male convids,. whom Captain Phillip had fanguine hopes 
of employing to much advantage, before the Sirius, with that part 
of the fleet which was to remain under Captain Hunter’s diredion, 
fhould arrive upon the coaft. He was alfo attended by Major Rofs, 
the commandant of the marine detachment (and lieutenant-governor 
of the fettlement), together with the adjutant and quarter-mafter, in 
order 10 co-operate with him in his intention of preparing, as far as 
lime might allow, for the reception of the reft of the convoy. But 
when the Sirius anchored' in Botany-Bay, Captain Hunter was in- 
formed that the Supply had preceded him in his arrival only two days; 
and the three tranfports, under the agent. Lieutenant Shortland, had 
gained but one day of the Sirius and her convoy, moft of which be- 
gan to grow foul long before their arrival, not one of them being 
coppered. 

Thus, under the bleffing of God, was happily completed in eight 
months and one week (the whole fleet being fafe at anchor on the aoih 
of January 17S8) a voyage which, before it was undertaken, the mind 
hardly dared venture to contemplate, and on which it was impoflible 
to refled without fome apprehenfion as to its termination. In the 


* The KcAt, Southern Whaler. 
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courfe of that time they had failed five thoufand and twenty-one 
leagues 4 had touched at the American and African continents; and 
bad at laft refled within a few days fail of the Antipodes of their 
native country, without meeting any accident in a fleet of eleven 
fall, nine of which were merchantmen that had never before failed in 
that diflant and imperfe^y explored ocean ; and when it was confi- 
dered that there was on board a large body of conviAs, many of whom 
were embarked in a very fickly (late, they might he deemed pecu- 
liarly fortunate, that of the whole number of all defcriptions of per- 
fons coming to form the new fettlement, only thirty-two had died 
fince their leaving England, among whom were to be included one or 
two deaths by accident ; although previous to their departure, it had 
been conjectured, that before they fhould have been a month at fca, 
one of the tranfports would have been converted into an hofpital (hip. 
Fortunately, however, it happened otherwife. Their proviflons were 
excellent, and they had all partaken liberally of refrelhments at the 
Cape of Good Hope and Rio de Janeiro. 

The governor had employed the fliort time which he had gained, 
in examining the bay; but on tfieir arrival he had not feen any fpot 
to which foinc ftrong ohje<5lion did not apply. If in one place he met 
with a promifing foil, it was deficient in that grand eflential, frcfli wa- 
ter, and was befides too confined for their numbers. He therefore 
determined on examining the adjacent harbours of Port Jackfon and 
Broken Bav ; and for that purpofe fet off the day following the arri- 
val of the Sirius and her convoy, in three open boats accompanied by 
fome of the oflicers of the fettlement. 

The coaft as he drew^ near Port Jackfon wore a moft unpromifing 
appearance, and the natives every where greeted the little fleet with 
fliouts of defiance and prohibition, the words “ Warra warra,’* Go 
away, go away, refounding wherever they appeared. The govern- 
or’s utmoft expectation, as he drew near the harbour, being to find 
what Captain Cook, as he pafTed it by, thought might be found, fhel- 
ter for a boat j be was moft agreeably furprifed at difeovefing, on his 
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entrance, a harbour capable of affording fecurity for a much larger 
fleet than would probably ever feek ihelter or fecurity within its li- 
mits. 

In one of the coves of this noble and capacious harbour, he deter- 
mined to fix the future feat of his government, it having been found 
to poffefs a fufficiency of water and foil. Having completed his re- 
fearch in three days, he returned to Botany Bay, and gave diredions 
for an immediate removal thence ; a circumftance which gave general 
fatisfadion, as nothing had been difcovered in that place which could 
excite a wifh to pafs another day in it. This removal would have 
taken place the morning following his return ; but at day-light they 
were furprifed by the appearance of two ftrange fail in the offing. 
Various were the conjedures of what nation thefe could be, and 
whence they had arrived. It was foon known, however, that they were 
two French (hips, Le Bouifole and L’Aftrolabe, under the command 
of M. de la Pdoufe, then on a voyage of difeovery. 

As Captain Hunter, with whom the Governor had left the charge 
of bringing the Sirius and tranfports round to Port Jackfon (whither 
he had preceded them in the Supply), was working out when M. dc 
la Pe'roufe entered Botany Bay, the two commanders had barely time 
to exchange civilities j and it muft naturally have created feme fur- 
prize in the French to find the Engliffi fleet abandoning the harbour 
at the very time when they were preparing to anchor in it : indeed, 
M. de la Peroufe afterwards faid, that “ until he had looked round 
him in Botany Bay, he could not divine the caufe of their quitting 
it ; having expeded, from the intelligence given him at Kamfchatka, 
to have found a town built and a market eftablifhed ; but by what he 
had already feen of the country he was convinced of the propriety 
and abfolute neceffity of the meafure. * The countrymen of Captain 
Cook had the gratification of hearing this gentleman pay more than 
one tribute of applaufe to the accuracy of his nautical obfervations. 

Governor Phillip, with a party of marines and fome artificers, ar- 
rived in Port Jackfon, and anchored off the mouth of the Cove in- 
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tended fdf:the fettlement, on the evening of the 25th ; and in the 
courfe of the following day, fufficient ground was cleared for encamp- 
ing the officer’s guard, and the convifts who had landed in the morn- 
ing. The fpot chofen for this purpofe was at the head of the Cove 
near a run of freffi water, which ftole filently through a very thick 
wood, the ilillnefs of which had then, for the firft time fince the cre- 
ation, been interrupted by the rude found of the labourer’s axe, and 
the downfall of its ancient inhabitants : — a Ilillnefs and tranquillity 
whiclj, from that day, were to give place to the noife of labour, the 
confufion of camps and towns, and the bufy hum of its new pof- 
fcflbrs. That the greater part of thefe did not bring with them 

** Minda not to he changed by time or placc,^^ 

was fervently to have been wilhed j and, if it were poffible, that on 
taking pofleffion of Nature, as they had thus done, in her fimpleft, 
pureft garb, they might not fully that purity by the introdudlion of 
vice. But this, though moft defirable, w’as little to be expedled ; — 
the habits of youth are not eafily laid afide ; and the utmoU that they 
could hope in their prefent tituation was, to oppofe the foft harmo- 
nifing arts of peace and civilifation to the baneful influence of vice 
and immorality. 

In the evening of this day, the whole of the party then prefent were 
aflembled at the point where they had firft landed in the morning, 
and on which a flag-ftafF had been purpofely ereded, and an union 
jack difplayed ; when the marines fired fevcral volliesj between which 
the healths of His Majefty and the Royal Family, with fuccefs to the 
new colony, were moft cordially drunk. The day, which had been 
extremely fine, concluded with the fafe arrival of the Sirius and the 
convoy from Botany Bay, — thus terminating the voyage with the fame 
good fortune which had from its commencement been fo confjpicuoully 
their friend and companion. 

The dil'embarkation of the troops and convifts took place from the 
following day, until the whole were landed. The confufion that en- 
fued will not be wondered at, when it is confidered, that every man 
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ftepped from the boat literally into a wood. Parties of people were 
every where heard and feen varioufly employed j fom« in clearing 
ground for the different encampments} others in ;pitching tents, or 
bringing up fuch flores as were more immediately wanted ; and the 
fpot which had fo lately been the abode of filence and tranquillity was 
now changed to that of noife, clamour, and confufton ; but after a 
time, order gradually prevailed. As the woods were opened and the 
ground cleared, the various encampments were extended, and all wore 
the appearance of regularity and decorum. 

A portable canvas-houfe, brought over for the Governor, was ere<Sted 
on the Eaft fide of the Cove (which was named Sydney), where a 
finall body of convicts were put under tents. The detachment of ma- 
rines was encamped at the head of the Cove near the fiream ; and on the 
Weft fide was placed the main body of the convi^s. Every perfon 
belonging to the fettlement being landed, the numbers amounted to 
1030 perfons. The tents for the fick were placed on the Weft fide j 
and it was obferved, with concern, that their numbers were faft in- 
creafing. The feurvy, that had not appeared during the paffage, now 
broke out ; which, aided by a dyfentery, began to fill the hofpital, and 
feveral died. In addition fo the medicines that were adminiftered, 
every fpecies of efculent plants that could be found in the country 
were procured for them ; wild celery, fpinacb, and parfley, fortu- 
nately grew in great abundance ; thofe who were in health, as well 
as the fick, were very glad to introduce them into their meffes, and 
found them a pleafant as well as wholefome addition to the ration of 
fait provifions. 

The public ftock, confifting of one bull, four cows, one bull-calf, one 
ftallion, three mares, and three colts, was removed to a fpot at the head 
of the adjoining Cove, which was cleared for a fmall farm, intended to 
be placed under the direftion of a perfon brought out by the Governor. 

Some ground having been prepared near His Excellency’s houfe on 
the Eaft fide, the plants from Rio-de- Janeiro and the Cape of Good 
Hope were fafely brought on ihore ; and the new fettlers fcon had 
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the fatisfadion of feeing the grape, the fig, the orange, the pear, and 
the apple, thofe delicious fruits of the Old, taking root and eftablifh- 
ing thcmfelves in their New World. 

As foon as the hurry and tumult neceflarily attending the difem- 
barkation had a little fubfided, the Governor caufed His Majefty’s com- 
miflion, appointing him to be his captain-general and governor in 
chief in and over the territory of New South Wales and its depen- 
dencies, to be publicly read, together with the letters-patent for efta- 
blilhing the courts of civil and criminal judicature in the territory. 
The ceremony of reading thefe public inftruments having been per- 
formed by the judge-advocate, the Governor, addrefiing the convicts, 
aflured them, among other things, that “ he Ihould ever be ready to 
fliew approbation and encouragement to thofe who proved themfelves 
worthy of them by good condu(^ ; while, on the other hand, fuch as 
were determined to aft in oppofition to propriety, would inevitably 
meet with the punilhment that they deferved.’* He remarked how 
.much it was their intereft to forget the habits of vice and in- 
dolence in which too many of them had hitherto lived ; and exhorted 
them to be honeft among themfelves, obedient to their overfeers, 
and attentive to the feveral works in which they were about to be 
employed. 

The convifts had been muftcred early in the morning, when nine 
were reported to be abfent. From the fituation which had been un- 
avoidably adopted, it was impoflible to prevent thefe people from 
ftraggling. Fearlefs of the danger which muft attend them, many 
had vifited the French (hips in Botany Bay, foliciting to be taken 
on board. It was foon found, that they had fecreted at leaft one- 
third of their working- tools, and that any fort of labour was with 
difficulty procured from them. 

The want of proper overfeers principally contributed to this mif- 
conduft ; thofe who were placed over them as fuch having been 
felefted from among thcmfelves for their good behaviour during 
the voyage, and few of them choofing to exert the authority re- 
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quifite to keep the gangs at their labour. Petty thefts among them- 
felves began to be complained of; and the failors from the tranfports^ 
although repeatedly forbidden, and frequently punilhed, ftill perfifted 
in bringing Ipirits on (hore by night, of which drunkennefs was often 
the confequence. 

To check thefe enormities, the court of criminal judicature was af- 
fembled on the i ith of February ; when three prifoners were tried, one 
of whom received one hundred and fifty lalhes, and a fecond was con- 
fined for a week upon a fmall rocky ifland on bread and water. 

The mildnefs of thefe punifliments feemed rather to have encou- 
raged than deterred others ; for before the month was ended, the cri-^ 
minal court was again afiembled for the trial of four offenders, who 
had conceived and executed a plan for robbing the public fiore. This 
crime, in its tendency fo pregnant with evil to the little community, 
was rendered ftill more atrocious by being perpetrated at the very 
time when the difference in the ration of provifions which had till 
then exifted was taken oft*, and the convidl faw the fame proportion 
iffued to himfelf that was ferved to the pfficer and the foldier, fpirits 
only excepted : but it was feen with concern, that there were among 
them minds fo habitually vicious that no confideration was of any 
weight with them, nor could they be induced to do right by any pro- 
fpe£l of future benefit, or fear of certain or immediate punifhment. 
The charge being fully proved, one man, James Barrell, fuffered death. 
His Excellency (in whom the power of pardoning was vefted by His 
Majefty’s commiffion), having caufed one example to be made, ex- 
tended lenity to fome others who were tried the following day. 

It appeared by the letters -patent under the great feal of Great Bri- 
tain, that His Majefty had authorifed, by his commiftion under the 
great feal, “ the Governor, or in his abfence the lieutenant-governor, 
to convene from time to time, as occafion might require, a court of 
criminal jurifdidion ; which court was to be a court of record, and to 
confift of the judge-advocate and fuch fix officers of the fea and land 
fervice as the Governor fhall, by precept iffued under his hand and 
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feal, require to affemble for that purpofe*” This court has power to 
inquire of, hear, determine, and pumfli ail treafons, mirprifioos of 
treafon, murders, felonies, forgeries, perjuries, trefpaffes, and otaer 
crimes whatfoever, that may be committed in the colony ; the punifti- 
ment for fuch oflences to be infilled according to the laws of Eng- 
land as nearly as may be, confidering and allowing for the clrciim- 
ftances and fituation of the fettlement and its inhabitants. The charge 
againft any offender to be reduced into writing, and exhibited by the 
judge-advocate : witneffes to be examined upon oath, and the major 
part of the court to adjudge whether or not the prifoner be guilty. If 
guilty, and the offence be capital, tHy are to pronounce judgment of 
death, in like manner as if the prifoner had been convt^ed by the 
verdid of a jury in England, or of fuch corporal punilhment as tlw 
major part of the court fhall deem meet. And in cafes not capital, 
they are to adjudge fuch corporal puniflxment as thf majority of the 
court fliall determine. But no o&nder is to fuffer death, unlefs five 
- members of the court lhall concur in adjudging him to be guilty, or 
until the King’s plcafure be fignified thereupon. The psrovoft-maar- 
fhal is to caufe the judgment of the court to be executed according to 
the Governor’s warrant under his hand and feaL 

Befidc this court for the trial of criminal cffenders, there is a civil 
court, confifting of the judge-advocate and two inhabitants of the 
fettlement, who are to be appointed by the Governor ; which court 
has full power to hear and determine in a fummary way all pleas of 
lands, boufes, debts, contrails, and all perfonal pleas whatfoever. 
From this court, on either party, plaintiff or defendant, finding him- 
felf aggrieved by the judgment or decree, an appeal Kes to the Go- 
vernor, and from him, where the debt or thing rn demand fliall ex- 
ceed the value of 300 1 . to the King in council j but thefe appeals 
muft be put in, if from the civil court, within eight days, and if 
from the Governor or fuperior court, withra fourteen days after 
prorioiuncing the laid- jodgthentSk 
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To this court b likewife given authority to grant probates of wilb 
and adminiftration of the perfonal eftatei of inteftates dying within the 
fcttlement. 

In addition to thefc courts for the trial of crimes, the Governor, the 
lieutenant-governor, and the judge-advocate for the time being, are 
by His Majefty’s letters-patent conftituted juftices for the prefcrvatlon 
of the peace of the fettlement, with the fame power that juftices of 
the peace have in England within their refpediive jurifdi^ions. 

There is alfo a vice-admiralty court for the trial of offences com- 
mitted upon the high feas, of which tlie lieutenant-governor is con- 
ftituted. The Governor has, befide that of captain-general, a com- 
miftion conftituting him vice-admiral of the territory ; and another 
veiling him with authority to hold general courts-martial, and to con- 
firm or fet afide the fentencc. The major-commandant of the de- 
tachment had the ufual power of affemhling regimental or battalion 
courts-martial for the trial of offences committed by the foldiers under 
his command. 

By this account of the different modes of adminiftering and ob- 
taining juftice which the legiftature had provided for this fettlement, it 
is evident that great care had been taken, on their fetting out, to fur- 
nifli them with a liable foundation whereon to eredl their little co- 
lony ; a foundation which was eftablilhed in the punilhment of vice, 
the fecurity of property, and the prefervation of peace and good or- 
der in the commun* y 

The Governor having alfo received inftruftions to eftablilh a fettl^ 
ment at Norfolk Illand, the Supply failed for that place about the 
middle of February, having on board Lieutenant King of the Si- 
rius, named by Captain Phillip fiiperiniendant and commandant of 
the fettlement to be formed there. Lieutenant King took with him 
one furgeon, one petty officer, two private foldiers, two perfons who 
pretended to fome knowledge in llax-dreffing, and nine male and fix 
feniale convidls, moftly volunteers. This little party was to be landed 
witk tents, clothing for the convids, implements of hufbandry, tools 
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for dreffing flax, &c. and provifions for fix months j before the expi- 
ration of which time it was deflgned to fend them a frefli Tupply. 

Norfolk Ifland is fltuated in the latitude of 29^ South, and in lon- 
gitude 168° 10' Eaft of Greenwich, and was fettled with a view t6 
the cultivation of the flax plant, which at the time when the ifland 
was difcovered by Captain Cook was found growing mofl luxuriantly 
where he landed j and from the fpecimens taken to England of the 
New Zealand flax (of which fort is that growing at Norfolk Ifland), 
it was hoped that fome advantage to the mother-country might be 
derived from cultivating and manufacturing it. 

Houfes for the reception of the ftores were begun as foon as fufii- 
cient ground was cleared for that purpofe ; and it was found moft to 
the advantage of the public fervice to employ the convicts in talk- 
work, allotting a certain quantity of ground to be cleared by a cer- 
tain number of perfons in a given time, and allowing them to employ 
what time they might gain, till called on again for public fervice, 
in bringing in materials and ereding huts for themfelves. But thefe 
unfortunate people for the moft part preferred pafling in idlenefs the 
-hours that might have been fo profitably fpent, ftraggling into the 
woods, or vifiting the French fliips in Botany Bay. M. de Clonard, 
the captain of the Aftrolabe, (who brought round fome difpatches from 
M. de la Peroufe, which that officer requefted might be forwarded to 
the French ambaflador at the court of London by the firft of our 
tranfports that might fail from thence for Europe,) informed the Go- 
vernor, that they had been daily vifited by the convids, many of 
whom folicited to be received on board before their departure, pro- 
mifing (as an inducement) to be accompanied by a number of fe- 
males. M. de Clonard at the fame time aflured him, that the general 
(as he was termed by his officers and people) had given their folicU 
-tations no kind of countenance, but had threatened to drive them away 
by force. 

Among the buildings that were early ereCied was an obfervatory on 
the weftern pmnt of the Cove, to receive the aftronomical inftru- 
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ments which had been fent out by the Board of Longitude, for the 
purpofe of obferving the comet which was expeited to be feen about 
the end of this year. The conftru<aion of this building was placed 
under the diredion of Lieutenant Dawes of the marines, who, ha- 
ving made this branch of fcience his particular iludy, was appointed 
by that Board to make aftronomical obfervations in this country. 

Governor Phillip, having been prefled for time when he firft vifited 
this harbour, had not thoroughly examined it. The completion of 
that neceflary bufinefs was left to Captain Hunter, who, with the 
firft lieutenant of the Sirius, early in the month of February made an 
accurate furvey. It was found to be far more extenfive to the weft- 
ward than had been imagined; and Captain Hunter deferibed the 
country as wearing a much more favourable afpeft toward the head, 
or upper part, than it did immediately about the fettlement. He faw 
feveral parties of the natives, and, treating them conftantly with good 
humour, they always left him with friendly impreflious. 

It was natural to fuppofe, that the curipfity of thefe people would 
be attraded by obferving, that^ inftead of quitting, their vifitors were 
occupied in works that indicated an intention of remaining in their 
country ; but during the firft fix weeks, only two came near them. 
Thefe men ftrolled into the camp one evening, and remained in it 
for about half an hour. They appeared to admire whatever they faw, 
and, after receiving each a hatchet (of the ufe of which the elded 
inftantly and curioufly fhewed his knowledge, by turning up his foot 
and Iharpening a piece of wood rn the foie with the hatchet), took 
their leave, apparently well pleafed with their reception. The fiftiing- 
boats alfo frequently reported their having been vifited by many of 
thefe people when hauling the feine; at which labour they often af- 
fifted with cheerfulnefs, and in return were generally rewarded with 
part of the filh taken. 

Every precaution was ufed to guard againft a breach of this friendly 
and defirable intercourfe, by ftridly prohibiting every perlon from de- 
priving them of their fpears, fizgigs, gum, or other articles, which it 
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was foon perceived they were accuftomed to leave, under the rocks, 
or loofe and fcattered about upon the beaches* 

There was, however, great reafon to believe, that thele precautions 
were firfl rendered fruitlefs by the ill conduA of a boat's crew be- 
longing to one of the tranfports, who had attempted to land in one 
of the coves at the lower part of the harbour, but were prevented, 
and driven off with ftones by the natives. A party of them, con- 
fining of fixteen or eighteen perfons, fome time after landed on the 
ifland, where the people of the' Sirius were preparing a- garden, and, 
with much artifice watching their opportunity, carried off a Ihovel, a 
ipade, and a pick-axe. On their being fired at, and hit on the legs 
by one of the people with fmall fhot, the pick-axe was dropped, but . 
they carried off the other tools. 

To fuch circumftances as thefe mull be attributed the termi-- 
natioh of that good underllanding which had hitherto fubfilled,.. 
and which Governor Phillip laboured to improve whenever he 
had an opportunity. But it might have been forefeen ' that this 
would unavoidably happen ; the convidls were every where drag- 
gling about, colledling animals and gum to fell to the people 
of the tranfports,. who at the fame time were procuring fpears, 
fiiields, fwords, filhing-lines, and other* articles from the natives, 
to carry to Europe ; the lofs of which mull have been attended 
with < many' inconveniences to the owners, as it was foon evident that 
they were the only means whereby they obtained or could procure 
their daily fubfiftence > and although fome of - thefe people had been 
punifhed for purchafing articles of the convids, the pradice was car- 
ried on fecretly, and -attended whh all the bad efieds that were to be “ 
expeded from it. The Governor had alfo the mortification to learn, , 
that M. de la Peroufe had been compelled to. fire upon the natives at 
Botany Bay, where they frequently annoyed his people who were em- 
ployed on Ihore. This circumllance materially affeded the new inha- 
bitants, as thofe who had rendered this violence neceffary could not 
diferiminate between the two nations. The Englilh were, however, 

8 perfedly 



OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


^9 


i78a.3 

perfedly convinced that nothing (hort of the greateft neceflity could 
have induced M. de la Peroufe to take fuch a ftep ; as he had 
been heard to declare, that it was among the particular inftrudlions 
which be received from his fovereign, to endeavour by every poilible 
means to acquire and cultivate the friendfliip of the natives of fuch 
places as he might di^over or vifit, and to avoid exercifing any a€l: of 
hoftility upon them. In obedience to this humane command, there 
was no doubt but he forbore ufing force until forbearance would have 
been dangerous j and he had been taught a leflbn at Maouna, one of 
the Illes des Navigateurs, that the tempers of favages w^re not to be 
trufted too far; having, on the very day and hour of their departure 
from that illand, had the boats of the two ihips, which were fent on 
Ihore for a laft load of water, attacked by the natives with ftones and 
clubs, and M. de I’Angle, the captain of the Aftrolabe, with eleven 
officers and men, put to death ; thofe who were fo fortunate as to get 
off in the fmall boats that attended on the watering launches (which 
were deftroyed) efcaped, but not without many wounds and contu- 
fions. It was conjeiSbured, that fome one of the feamen by ill conduct 
muft have provoked this outrage, as the natives during the time when 
the ihips were at the ifland had lived with the officers .and people on 
terms of the greateft harmony. This was not the iirft misfortune that 
thofe ihips had met with during their voyage ; for on the north-weft 
coaft of America they loft two boats, with their crews and feveral 
young men of family, in the furf. 

Notwithftanding the preffure of important bufinefe at Sidney, the 
difeharge of religious duties was never omitted ; divine fervice being 
performed every Sunday that the weather would permit ; at which 
time the detachment of marines paraded with their arras, the whole 
body of convicts attended, and were obferved to condutft themfelves 
in general with the refpe<3: and attention due to the occafion on which 
they were affembled. 

It was obferved with fatisfadion, that many couples were an- 
nounced for marriage ; but on ftridly ferutinizing into the motive, it 
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was found in feveral inflances to have originated in an idea, that the 
married people would meet with various little comforts and privi- 
leges that were denied to thofe in a fingle ftate ; and fomc, on not 
finding thofe expedations realifed, repented, wifhed, and adually ap- 
plied to be reftored to their former fituation ; fo ignorant and thought- 
lefs were they in general. It was, however, to be wiflied that ma- 
trimonial connexions Ihould be promoted among them ; and none 
who applied for that purpofe were ever rejeded ; except when it was 
clearly underfiood that either of the parties had a wife or hulband 
living at the time of their leaving England. 

The weather during the latter end of January and the month of 
February was very clofe, with rain, at times very heavy, and at- 
tended with much thunder and lightning, by which fome {beep, lambs, 
and pigs were deftroyed.. 
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CHAP. Ii: 

BROKEN BAY VISITED.— 'M. DE DA PERODSB SAILS. — TRANSACTIONS.— THE 
SUPPLY RETURNS.— LORD HOWE ISLAND DDCOVERED. — .SOME CONVICTS 
WOUNDED BY THE NATIVES. — SCURVY. — EXCURSIONS INTO THE COUN- 
TRY.— RETURN OF STOCK IN THE COLONY IN MAY. — A CONVICT 
WOUNDED. — SOME Ri; S H-CUTTERS KILLED BY THE NATIVES. — GOVERN- 
OR’S EXCURSION. — BEHAVIOUR OF THE CONVICTS. — CATTLE LOST.— 

NATIVES. EARTHQUAKE.— TRANSPORTS SAIL FOR ENGLAND. — SUPPLY 

SAILS FOR NORFOl K ISLAN D.— TRANS ACTIONS. — N ATI V S — Ci NVICTS 
WOUNDED.— HEAVY RAIN. — PUBLIC WORKS. — SHEEP STOLEN. — ISLAND 
DISCOVERED.— FISH. — IMPOSITK'N OF A CONVICT. — NATIVES. — A CON- 
VICT MURDERED.— THE SUPPLY RETURNS. — SETTLEMENT AT KOSE- 
HILL. — STORE-SHIPS SAIL FOR ENGLAND. — A NATIVE TAKEN AND- 
BROUGHT UP TO THE SETTLEMENT.— WEATHER.— CLIMATE.— RE- 
PORT OF DEATHS. 


March.] EaRLY in March the Governor, accompanied by fomc 
officers, went by water to furvey the harbour of Broken Bay ; which 
proved equal in magnitude to Port Jackfon, but the land in general 
was very high, and in moft parts rocky and barren. The weather 
turned out very unfavourable to this excurfion in a country where the 
refidence for each night was to be provided for by the travellers theni- 
felves j and fome of the party returned with dyienteric complaints. 
The weather at Port Jackfon had been equally adverfe to labour ; and 
the Governor found, at his return, upwards of two hundred patients 
under the furgeon’s care, in confequence of the h6avy rains that had 
fallen. A building for the reception of the fick was now abfolutely 
neceflary, and one was' put in hand, to be divided into a difpenfary 
(all the hofpital-ftores being at that time under tents), a ward for the 
troops, and another for the convids. The heavy rains alfo pointed out 
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the neceffity of fheltering the detachment ; and until barracks could 

built, moft of them covered their tents with thatch, or ereded for 
themfelves temporary clay huts. The barracks were begun early in 
March ; but much diiiiculty was found in providing proper materials, 
the timber being in general lhakey and rotten. They were to confift 
of four buildings, and were placed at a convenient diftance from each 
other for the beneht of air and cleanlinefs, and with a fpace in the 
centre .for a parade. 

>On or about the i oth of March, the French fliips failed from Botany 
Bay, bound, as they faid, to the northward, and carrying with them 
the moft unfavourable ideas of this country and its native inhabitants ; 
the officers having declared, that in their whole voyage they nowhere 
found fo poor a country, nor fuch miferable people. There had 
been, during their ftay in this country, a very friendly and plcafant 
intercourfe kept up between them and the Engliffi ; they had among 
their officers men of abilities, whofe^ obfervations and exertions in the 
fearch after knowledge will moft amply illuftrate the hiftory of their 
voyage j and it reflected much credit on the minifter, when he ar- 
ranged the plan of it, that people of the firft talents for navigation, af- 
tronomy, natural hiftory, and every other fcience that could render 
it confpicuoufly ufeful, ihould have been fcledled for that purpofe. 

- A wharf for the convenience of landing ftores was begun, under the 
dire^lion of the furveyor-general ; the ordnance, confifting of two 
brafs fix-pounders on travelling carriages, four iron twelve-pounders, 
and two iron fix-pounders, were landed ; the tranfports, which, were 
chartered for China, were cleared ; the long-boats of the Ihips in the 
Cove were employed in bringing cabbage-tree from the lower part of 
the harbour, where it grew in great abundance, and was found, when 
cut into proper lengths, very fit for the purpofe of ereding tempo- 
rary huts ; the pofts and plates of which, being made of the pine of 
the country, and the fides and ends filled with lengths of the cabbage- 
tree, plaftered over with clay, formed a very good hovel. The roofs 
were generally thatched with the grafs of £he gum-ruih ; fome were 
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covered with clay, but feveral of thefe fjuled, the weight of the clay 
and heavy rain foon deftroying then). 

A gang of convids was employed in making bricks at a fpot about 
a mile from the fettlement, where two acres of ground were marked 
out for Inch ( fficers as were willing to cultivate them and raife a 
little grain for their flock; it not being the inte’ntion of government 
to give any grants of land until the neceflary accounts of the 
country, and of what expedations were likely to be formed from it^ 
fhould be received. 

The principal ftreet of the intended town was marked our at the 
head, and its dimenfions were extenfive. Thegovernment-houfe was 
to be conftruded on the fummit of a hill commanding a capital view 
of hong Cove, and other parts of the harbour ; but this was to he a 
work of after- confideration ; for the prefent, as the ground was not 
cleared, it was fufficient to point out the fituation and define the li-» 
mits of the future buildings. 

On the 19th the Supply returned from Norfolk Ifland, having been 
abfent five weeks. She had made the ifland on the 29th of the pre- 
ceding month ; but for the five fucceeding days was not able to efted 
a landing, being prevented by the furf, which broke with violence on 
a reef of rocks that lay acrofs the principal bay. Lieutenant King 
had nearly given up all hopes of being aWe to land, when a fmall 
opening was difeovered in the reef, wide enough to admit a boat, 
through which he was fo fortunate as to get fafely with all his people 
and ftores. When landed, he could nowhere find a fpace clear enough 
for pitching a tent; and he had to cut through an almoft impene- 
trable wildernefs before he could encamp himfelf and his people. 
Of the flock which he carried with him, he loft the only flic-goat 
that he had, and one ewe. He had named the bay wherein he 
landed and fixed the fettlement, Sydney Bay; and had given the 
names of Phillip and Nepean to two, fmall iflauds which are fituated 
at a fmall diftance from it. ■ 
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Lieutenant King wrote in good fpirits, and fpoke of meeting all 
his difficulties like a man determined to overcome them. The foil of 
this ifland appeared to be very rich, but the landing dangerous. The 
flax-plant (the principal objetfl in view) he had not difcovered when 
the Supply failed. Lieutenant Ball, foon after he left this harbour, fell 
in with an uninhabited ifland inlat. 31® 56' S. and in long. 159° 4' 
E, which he named Lord Howe Ifland. It is infer ror in fize to Nor- 
folk Ifland, but abounded at that time with turtle (fixteen of which 
he brought away with him), as well as with a new fpecies of fowl, 
and a fmall brown bird, the flefh of which was very fine eating. 
Thefe birds were in great abundance, and fo unufed to fuch vifitors, 
that they fuffered themfelves to be knocked down with flicks, as they 
ran along the beach. 

Pines, but no fmall trees, grow on this ifland j in which there is a 
good bay, but no anchoring ground. Of the pines at Norfolk Ifland, 
one meafured nine feet in diameter, and another that WuS found lying 
on the ground meafured 182 feet iri length. As the fcurvy w’as at 
this time making rapid flrides in the colony, the hope of being able 
to procure a check to its effects from the new ifland rendered it, in 
every one’s opinion, a fortunate difeovery. 

In the courfe of this month feveral convidls came in from the 
woods j one in particular dangeroufly wounded with a fpear, and the 
others very much beaten and bruifed by the natives. The wounded 
man had been employed in cutting ruffics, and one of the others had 
been colledling vegetables. All thefe people denied their having given 
any provocation to the natives : it was, however, difficult to believe 
them ; they well knew the confequences that would attend any ads 
of violence on their parts ; as it had been declared in public orders, 
that in forming the intended fettlement, any ad of cruelty to the na- 
tives being contrary to His Majefly’s gracious intentions, the offenders 
would be fubjed to a criminal profecution ; and they well knew that 
the natives themfelves, however injured, could not contradid their 
aflertions. There was, however, too much reafon to conclude that the 
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convids had been the aggreflbrs ; as the Governor, at his return from 
Broken Bay, on landing at Camp Cove, found the natives there, who 
had before frequently come up to him with confidence, unufually fliy, 
and fecmingly afraid of him and his party ; and one, who after much 
invitation did venture to approach, pointed to fome marks upon his 
flioulders, making figns that they were caufed by blows given with a 
ftick. This, with their running away, were ftrong indications that 
they had been ill-treated by the ftragglers. Eleven canoes full of 
people palTed very near the Sirius, which was moored without the 
points of the Cove, but paddled away very faft upon the approach of 
fome boats toward them. 

The curiofity of the new fettlcrs was excited and gratified for 
a day or two by the fight of an emu, which was fliot. It was re- 
markable, by every ftem having two feathers proceeding from if. 
Its height was feven feet four inches, and the flefli was very well 
flavoured. 

The run of water that fupplied the fettlement was obferved to be 
only a drain from a fwamp at the head of it. To prote£l it, there- 
fore, as much as poflible from" the fun, an order was given out, for- 
bidding tiie cutting down of any tree within fifty feet of it. 

It being now April, and the winter of this hemifphere approach- 
ing, it became neceffary to expedite the buildings intended for the de- 
tachment. Every carpenter that could be procured among the con- 
vids was fent to affift, and as many as could be hired from the tranf- 
ports were employed at the hofpital and ftorehoufe. The long-boats 
ftill continued to bring up the cabbage-tree from the lower part of the 
harbour, and a range of huts was begun on the Weft fide for fome of 
the female convids. 

The little camp now began to wear the afped of diftrefs, from the 
great number of fcorbutic patients that were daily feen creeping to and 
from the hofpital tent ; and the principal furgeon fuggefted the ex- 
j^ediency of another fupply of turtle from Lord Howe Ifland ; but it 
was generally thought that the feafon was too far advanced, and that 
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the utmoft which could have been procured would have made but a 
very trifling and temporary change in the diet of thole aflBidlcd with 
the diforder. 

On the 6th, divine fervice was performed in the new ftorehoufe, 
which was covered in, but not fufficiently completed to admit provi- 
fions. One hundred feet by twenty-five were the dimenfions of this 
building, w'hich was conftruded with great lirength ; yet the mind 
was always pained when viewing its reedy coinbullible covering, re- 
membering the livid flames that had been feen to flioot over every 
part of this Cove : but no other materials could be found to anfwer 
the purpofe of thatch, and every precaution was taken to guard 
againll accidental fire. 

An elderly woman, a convict, having been detefted in ftealing a 
flat iron, hung herfelf to the ridge-pole of her tent, but was fortunately 
difeovered in time to preferve her life. What feeling could tempt her 
to this rafh action it would be dilBcult to guefs, as her being a convict 
too plainly proved that fhe could furvlvc the lofs of charader. Several 
other thefts were committed by thefe people j yet it was in general re- 
marked, that on the whole they condudled themfelves with more 
propriety than could have been expelled from their former lives. To 
prevent, however, if pofliblc, the commillion of offences fo prejudicial 
to the welfare of the colony, the Governor fignified to them his fixed 
refolve, that condemnation of any one for robbing the huts or Aorcs 
{ho\j|d be immediately followed by execution. Much of their irre- 
gularity was, perhaps, to be aferibed to the intercom fe that lubfiAed, 
in fpite of punifhmcnt, between them and the feamcn from the fliips 
of war and the tranfports, who at leaA one day^in the week found 
means to get on fhore with fpirits. 

His Excellency, defirous of acquiring a knowledge of the country 
about the feat of government, and profiting by the coolnefs of the 
weather, made during the month feveral excurfions j in one of which 
having obferved a range of mountains to the weAward, and hoping 
that a river might he found to take ita courfe in their neighbourhood, 
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he fet off with a fmall party, intending if poffible to reach them, taking 
with him fix days’ provifions ; but he returned without attaining either 
objedl: of his journey, — the mountains, or a river. 

He penetrated about thirty miles inland, through a country moft 
amply clothed with timber, but in general free from underwood. On 
the fifth day of his excurfion, he caught, from a rifing ground which 
he named Belle Vue, the only glance of the mountains which he ob- 
tained during the journey; and as they then appeared at too great a 
diftance to be reached on one day’s allowance of provifions, which 
was all they had left, he determined to return to Sydney Cove. 

In Port Jackfon another branch extending to the northward had 
been difeovered ; bur as the country furrounding it was high, rocky, 
and barren, though it might add to the extent and beauty of the har- 
bour, it did not promife to be of any benefit to the fettlement. 

The governor had the mortification to learn on his return from his 
weftern expedition, that five ewes and a lamb had been deftroyed at a 
farm in the adjoining Cove, fuppofed to have been killed by dogs be- 
longing to the natives. This to the happy inhabitants of Great Bri- 
tain may appear a clrcumftance too trivial to record ; but to thefe 
founders of a new world it was of magnitude fufiicidttt to be by them 
deemed a public calamity ; fo much do fituations exalt or diminiih the 
importance of circumftanccs ! 

The number of fheep that were landed in this country had been 
confiderably lelftned ; they were of necelfity placed on ground, and 
compelled to feed on grafs, that had never before been expofed to air 
or fun, and which conTequently did not agree with them ; a circum- 
flance much to be lamented ; as without ftock the fettlement mud for 
years remain dependent on the mother-country for the means of fub- 
fiftcnce. 

The month of May opened with the trial, convidion, and execu- 
tion of James Bennett, a youth of feventeen years of age, for break- 
ing open and robbing a tent. He confeffed that he had often merited 
death before he committed the crime for which he was then about to 
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fuffer, and that the love of idlenefs and bad connexions had been his 
ruin. He was executed immediately on his receiving fentence, in the 
hope of making a greater imprellion on the convi(^8. 

There being no other flielter for the guard than tents, great incon- 
venience was found in placing under its charge more than one or two 
prifoners at a time. The convifits, therefore, who were confined at 
the guard until they could be conveyed to the fouthward, were re- 
moved to the Bare Ifland at the entrance of this Cove, where they were 
fupplied weekly with provifions until an opportunity offered of fend- 
ing them away. 

On the 6th of the month the Supply fiuled for Lord Howe Ifland, to 
procure turtle and birds for the fettlement, the fcurvy continuing to re- 
lift every effort that could be made to check its progrefs by medicine : 
from the latenefs of the feafon, however, little hope was entertained 
of her fuccefs. 

The Governor having dire^ied every pcrfon in the fettlement to 
make a return of what live flock was in his poffellion, the following 
appeared to be the total amount of flock in the colony : 


I ftallion, 

25 Pigs» 

3 enares. 

5 rabbits. 

3 colts, 

18 turkies, 

2 bulls. 

29 geefe. 

5 cows. 

3j' ducks, 

29 flieep. 

142 fowls. 

19 goats, 

49 

87 chickens. 


There having been found among the convifts a perfon qualified to 
condud the bufinefs of bricklayer, a gang of labourers was put un- 
der his dire^ion ; and moft of the huts which grew up in different 
parts of the cleared ground were ereded by them. Another gang of 
labourers was put under the dire^ion of a ftone-mafon ; and on the 
15th the firfl ftone of a building, intended for the refidence of the 
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Governor until the govcrnment-houfe could be eredled, was laid on 
the £a(l tide. 

The large ftore-houfe being completed, and a road made to it from 
the wharf, the provitions were landed from the vidluallers. The ne- 
ceflary work of covering in the hofpital was likewifc completed with 
fliingles prepared for the purpofe, and which were faftened on by pegs 
made by the female convids. 

The timber that had been cut down proved in general very unfit for 
the purpofe of building, the trees being for the moft part decayed ; 
and when cut down they were immediately warped and fplit by the 
heat of the fun. A fpecies of pine appeared to be the beft, and was 
chiefly ufed in the frame-work of houfes, and in covering the roofs, 
the wood fplitting eafily into fhingles. 

The Supply returned on the 25th from Lord Howe Ifland ; but, to 
the great diftrefs of the invalids and difappointment of every one, with- 
out procuring any turtle, the weather being much too cold and the 
fcafon too late to find them fo far to the fouthward. 

To the fouthward and eaftward of Lord Howe Ifland there is a 
rock, which may be feen at the difltance of eighteen leagues, and 
to which, from its fliape. Lieutenant Ball gave the name of Ball 
Pyramid. 

Farther and ftill more unpleafant confequences of the ill-treatment 
which the natives received from the new inhabitants were felt during 
this month. On the 2ifl; a convict belonging to the farm on the Eaft 
tide was brought to the hofpital very dangeroufly wounded with a 
barbed fpear, which had entered about the depth of three inches itito 
his back, between the fhoulders. The account that he gave of the 
tranfadion was, that having ftraycd to a cove beyond the farm with * 
another man (who did not return with him), he was fuddenly wound- 
ed with a fpear, not having feen any natives until he received the 
wound. His companion ran away when the natives came up, who 
ilripped him of all his clothes, except his trowfers, which they did 
not take, and then left him to crawl to the camp. A day or two after- 
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wards the clothes of the man that was miffing were brought in, torn 
and bloody, and pierced with fpeais j fo that there was every reafon 
to fuppofe that the poor wretch had fallen a facrifice to his own folly 
and the barbarity of the natives ; and on the 30th an officer, who 
had heen colledling rufhes in a cove up the harbour, found and 
brought to the hofpital the bodies of two convicts who had been 
employed for fome time in cutting rufhes there ; they were pierced 
through in many places with fpears, and the head of one beaten to a 
jelly. As it was improbable that thefe murders fhould be committed 
without provocation, inquiry was made ; and it appeared that thefe 
unfortunate men had, a few days previous to their being found, taken 
away and detained a canoe belonging to the natives ; for which a£b of 
violence and injuflice they paid with their lives. 

Notwithftanding thefe circumftanccs, a party of natives in their 
canoes went alongfide the Sirius, and fome fubmitted to the operation 
of lhaving ; after which they landed on the weftern point of the cove, 
where they examined with the greateft attention every thing that they 
faw, and then went away peaceably, and apparently not under any 
apprehenfion of refentment on our parts for the murders above- 
mentioned. 

June, 1788.] The Governor, however, on hearing of the mur- 
der of the rufh-cutters, thought it abfolutely neceflary to endeavour 
to difcc.ver, and, if poflible, fecurc thofe who had killed them ; for 
which purpofe he fet oft' with a ftrong party well armed, and landed 
in the Cove where their bodies had been found ; whence he ftruck 
acrofs the country to Botany Bay, where on the beach he faw 
about fifty canoes, but none of their owners. In a cove on the fea- 
fide, however, between Botany Bay and Port Jackfon, he fuddenly 
fell in with an armed party of between two and three hundred natives, 
confiding of men, women, and children. With thefe a friendly in- 
tercourfe dire^ily took place, and fome fpears, &c. were exchanged 
for hatchets ; but the murderers, if amongft them, could not be dif- 
(overed. The Governor had hoped to have found the people ftill at 
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the place where the men were killed, in which cafe he would have 
endeavoured to fecure fome of them, but, not having any fixed refi- 
dence, they had, perhaps, left the fpot immediately after fatisfying 
their fanguinary refentment. 

The fourth of June was ufliered in with every demonflration of re- 
fpedt which it was in the power of thefe exiles from polilhed life to 
Ihew the day diftinguiChed by the birth of their beloved fovereign. 
Some of the word among the convids availed themfelves of the op- 
portunity that was given them in the evening, by the abfence of feveral 
of the o'l.cers and people from their tents and huts on this felHvc oc- 
cafion, to commit depredations. Several robberies were deteded, and 
two (>f the delinquents afterwards fufFcred death for their offences. 
One of thefe had abfeonded, and lived in the woods for nineteen days, 
cxifling on what he was able to procure by nodurnal thefts among^ 
the huts and docks of individuals. His vifits for this purpofe were 
fo f requent and daring, that at length it became abfolutely neceflary 
to proclaim him an outlaw, as well as to declare that no perfo^jjnuft 
harbour him after fuch proclamation. y. 

Exemplary punifhments feemed abcyif;. this period to be growing 
daily more neceflary. Stock was often killed, huts and tents broke 
open, and provifion condantly dolen, particularly about the latter 0||d 
of the week ; as many of thofe unthrifty people, taking no care to 
hufl)and their provifions through the feven days that they were in- 
tended to lad them, had confumed the whole by the end of the third 
or fourth day. One of this defeription made his week’s allowance of 
flour (eight pounds) into cakes, which he devoured at one meal ; he 
was foon after taken fpeechlefs and fenfelefs, and died the following 
day, a loathfome putrid objeft. J 

The obvious confequence of this want of ^economy was, that he 
who confumed his week’s allowance in three days mud deal from thofe 
who had been more provident. Had a few perfons been fent out who 
were not of the defeription of convids, to have aded as overfeers or 
fuperintendants, regulations for their internal occonomy, as well in 
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the articles of clothing as providons, might have been formed which 
would have prevented thefe evils ; it would then too have been more 
pradicable to dete*^ them in felling or exchanging the flops which 
they received, and their provifions would have been fubje£l to daily 
infpedion. But overfeers drawn from among themfelves, were found 
not to have that influence which was abfolutely neceflary to carry any 
regulation into efle( 3 :. It was not for want of having their duty 
pointed out to them, or the certain conlequences in which a breach of 
it would involve them, that they tranfgreflcd ; but many among them 
were fo inured to the habits of vice, and fo callous to remonftrance, 
that they were only reftrained until a favourable opportunity prefented 
ilfelf. 

In the beginning of this month (June) the colony fuftained a fevere 
lofs by the negle£l of a convidl who had charge of the cattle, and who 
permitting them to ftray. The two bulls with four cows either wan- 
dered into the woods, or were perhaps driven away by the natives ; 
and afehough feveral parties were fucceflively fent in fearch of them 
they could nowhere be difeovered. On the 27th of the fame month 
a party of the natives, fupp'^^od to be from twenty to thirty in num- 
ber, landed at the Eaft fide of the. Cove, between eleven and twelve 
o’clock at night, and proceeded along clofe by the centinels, flopping 
for fome time at the fpot where the Governor’s houfe was building, 
and in the rear of the tents inhabited by fome of the women. It was 
faid that they appeared alarmed on hearing the centinels call out “ All 
is well,” and, after ftanding there for fome time, went off towards 
the run of water. The centinels were very pofitive in their decla- 
ration that they had feen them, and were minute in their relation of 
the above circumflanccs ; notwithftanding which, it was conjedured 
by many to be only the effed of imagination. It is not unlikely, 
however, that thefe people might have chofen that hour of the night 
to gratify a curiofity which would very naturally be excited on 
finding that their vilitants ftill refided among them ; and they might 
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wiih to dlfcover whether all thefe new comers palTed their night in 
lleep. 

The cold weather which prevailed at this time of the year wag 
obferved to afiedl the iilhing; and the natives themfelves appeared 
to be in great want. An old man belonging to them was found on 
the beach of one of the coves, almoft llarved to death. 

The Governor being told that a native, having llolen a jacket from 
a convidt, had been killed by him in an attempt to recover it, iflued 
a proclamation, promifing a free pardon, with remillion of the fen- 
tence of tranfportatton, to fuch male or female convid as Ihould 
give information of any fuch ofiender or offenders, fo that they 
might be profecuted to conviction ; but no dilcovery was made. 

One evening in this month a flight (hock of an earthquake had been 
obferved, which lafled two or three feconds, and was accompanied 
with a diflant noife like the report of cannon, coming from the fouth- 
ward j the (hock, however, was local. 

In July an oflBcial report of the ftate of the lick was made by the 
principal furgeon. The number of marines under medical treatment 
was thirty-fix ; the number of conviCts fixty-fix. Convids unfit 
for labour from old age and infirmities fifty-two ; and if idlenefs might 
have been taken into the account, (as well it might, fince many wer^ 
thereby rendered of very little fervicc to the colony,) the number 
would have been greatly augmented. 

On the 20th the Supply failed with Itores and provifions for Nor- 
folk Ifland. Only two trahfports remained of the fleet- that came out 
from England, the Golden Grove and Fifhbum ; and preparations 
were making for clearing and dilcharging them from Government 
fervice, by conftruding a cellar on the Weft fide for receiving the 
fpirits, and depofiting the provifions in the large ftpre-houfe. 

From the nature of the materials with which moft of the huts oct ^ 
cupied by the convids were covered in, feveral accidents ha^^ened by 
fire, whereby the labour of many people was loft; they again were 
obliged to feek a ihelter for themfelves, and had in general to com- 
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plain of the deftrudlion of proTiiions and clothing. To prevent this-, 
an order was ifllied, prohibiting the baUding of chimnies, in fu- 
ture, in fuch hms as were thatched. 

Thefts ftill continued to be committed by and among the convids. 
Wine was ftolen from the hoipital, and feveral peribns were tried 
upon fufpicion, but for want of fufiicient evidence were acquittedi 
There was fuch a tendemefe in thefe people to each other’s guilty 
fuch an acquaintance with vice and the different degrees of it, that, 
unlefs detected in the fa« 5 t, it was next to impofilble to bring an of- 
fence home to them. 

The natives, who had been accuftomed to aflift the fifiiermen in 
hauling the feine, and were content to wait for fuch reward as nha 
perfon who had the dire£tion l^o^t thought proper to give 

them, either driven by hunger, dPinoved by fome other caufe, came 
down to the cove where they were fifliing, and, perceiving that they 
had been more fuccefsfut than common, took by foree about half of 
what had been brought on Ihore. They were all armed with fpcars 
and other weapons, and* made their attack with fome fhew of method^ 
having a party ftationed in the rear with their ipears poized, in rcadi- 
nefs to throw if any reiiftance had been made. To prevent this in 
ibture, it was ordered that a petty oflScer Ihould go in the boats 
whenever they were fent down the harboun No precaution, how- 
ever, that could be taken or orders that were given, to prevent accir 
dents happening Ky mifeondudt on the part of the convids, had any 
weight. Dn the evening the 27th one of them was brought in^ 
wounded by the natives. He had left the encampment, with another 
convid,to gather vegetables, and, contrary to the pofuive order which 
had been repeatedly given, went nearly as far as Botany Bay, where 
they fell in with a party of the natives, who. made figns to them to 
go back ; which they did, but unfortunately dijfferent ways. This 
being obferved by the natives, they threw, their fpears at them. One 
efcaped unhurt, but the other received two fpears in him, one enter- 
ing a Uttlb above his left ear, the other, in his bread;. He took to an 
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arm of the bay, which, notwithftaading hU wounds, he fwam acrofi* 
and reported that the natives ftood on the bank laughing at him* 
Much credit, indeed, was not to be given to their accounts ; but it 
muft be remarked, that every accident which had happened was occa> 
Honed by a breach of poiitive orders repeatedly given. 

Still, liotwithftanding this appearance of hoftility in fome of the 
natives, others were more friendly. In one of the adjoining coves 
redded a family of them, who were vifited by large parties of the con- 
victs of both fexes on thofe days in which they were not wanted for 
labour. Here they danced and fung with apparent good humour, 
and received fuch prefents as the conviC^s could afford to make them ; 
but none of the natives would venture back with their vifitors. 

During the beginning of Auguft much heavy rain fell, and not only 
prevented the carrying-on of labour, but rendered the work of muefaf 
time fruitlcfs by its efiedls ; the brick-kiln fell in more than once, and 
bricks to a large amount^ were deftroyed ; the roads about the fettle- 
ment were rendered ioipaffable ; and fome of the huts were fo far in- 
jured as to require nearly as much time to ‘repair them as to build 
them anew. It was not until the 14th of the month, when the weather 
cleared up, that the people were again •able to work, s There were at 
this time in ham^ barracks for the marine detachment; an obferva- 
tory, the houfes ereCting for the governor and lieutenant-governor, 
and the fhingling of the Hofpital. 

It had been imagined in England, that fome, if not confiderable - 
favings of provifions might be nvade, by the quantity of Hlh that it was 
fuppofed would be taken ; but nothing like an equivalent for the ra- 
tion that was iffued to the colony for a liogle day had ever been 
brought up. 

it was faid that the French fhips, while in Botany Bay, had met 
with one very fuccefsful hawl of large fifb, whi$ii more than fupplied 
both fhips* companies ; but this good fortune had never attended Go* 
vernor Phillip’s people. Fifh enough was fometlmes taken to fupply 
about two hundred perfons ; but the quantity very rarely exceeded 
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this. Three ftlng-rays had been taken in the courfe of this month, 
and two of them, which weighed about three hundred weight, were 
diflributed among the people. 

On the a6th the Supply returned from Norfolk Ifland, having 
been abfent five weeks and two days. From the Commandant 
the moil favourable accounts were received of the richnefs and depth 
of the foil, and falubrity of the climate, having been vifited with 
very little rain, or thunder and lightning. His fearch after the fiax- 
plant had been ruccefsful; where he had cleared the ground he 
found it growing fpontaneouily and luxuriant : a fmall fpecies of 
plantain alfo had been difcovered. His gardens promifed an ample 
fupply of vegetables ; but his feed«wheat having been heated in tho 
long paiTage to this country, turned out to be damaged, and did not 
‘vegetate. The landing was found to be very dangerous ; and he had 
the misfortune to lofe Mr. Cunningham, the midihipman, and three 
people, with the boat that they were in, by the furf on the reef, a 
few days before the Supply failed. Short, however, as the time was, 
the carpenter of that vefiel replaced the boat, by building him a coble 
of the timber of the ifland, conftru^ted purpofely for going without 
the reef, and for the hazardous employ in which Ihe muft often be 
engaged. 

The fettlement of Sydney Cove was for fome time amufed with an 
account of the exigence and difeovery of a gold mine ; and the im- 
poftof had ingenuity enough to impofe a fabricated tale on feveral of 
the people for truth. He pretended to have found it at fome diftance 
down the harbour ; and, offering to conduct an officer to the fpot, a 
boat was provided ; but immediately on landing, having previoufly 
prevailed on the officer to fend away the boat, to prevent h|s difeo- 
very being made public to more than one perfon, he made a pretence 
to leave ^im, and, reaching the fettlement fome hours before the of- 
ficer, reported that he had been fent up by him for a guard. The 
fellow knew tOo well the confequences that would follow on the 
officer’ll arrival to wsut for that, and therefore fet off diredly into 
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the woods, but being brought back was punilhed for his impofition 
with fifty lafhes. Still, however, perAfting that he had difcovered a 
tnetal, a fpecimen of which he produced, the governor ordered him 
to be taken again down the harbour, with diredions to his adjutant to 
land the men on the place which he fhould point out, and keep him 
in Aght ; but on being aflTured by that officer, that if he attempted to 
deceive him he would put him to death, the man confeflTed that his 
ftory of having found a gold-mine was a falfehood which he had pro^ 
pagated in the hope of impoAng on the people belonging to the Fiffi- 
burn and Golden Grove ftore-ffiips, from whom he expected to pro- 
cure cloathing and other articles in return for his promifed gold-duA ; 
and that he had fabricated the fpecimens of the metal which he had 
exhibited, from a guinea and a brafs buckle ; the remains of which 
he then produced, and was rewarded for his ingenuity with a hundred 
laffies. 

Among the people of his own defeription, there were many who 
believed, notwithAanding his confeffion and puniffiment, that he had 
adliually made the difeovery which he pretended, and that he was in- 
duced to fay it was a fabrication merely to fecure it to himfelf, to 
make ufe of at a future opportunity : fo eafy is it to impofe on the 
minds of the lower clafs of people ! 

The natives continued to moleft the inhabitants whenever they 
chanced to meet any of them Araggling and unarmed ; yet, although 
forcibly warned by the evil and danger that attended their being thus 
found, the latter ftill continued to give the natives opportunity of in- 
juring them. About the middle of this month a convict who had 
wandered beyond the limits of fecurity fell in with a party of natives, 
who ftripped and beat him Aiockingly, and would have murdered him 
had not the report of a mufquet frightened them away. On the 21ft 
a party of natives landed from Ave canoes, near the point where the 
obfervatory was building, where, fome of them engaging the atten- 
tion of the officers and people at the obfervatory, the others attempted 
forcibly to take off a goat from the people at the bofpital ; in which 
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attempt, finding themfelres refiftcd by a Teaman who happened to be 
|>refont, they menaced him with Tpears, and, on. his retiring, killed 
the animal and took it off in a canoe. They were followed by the 
Governor, who overtook Tome of the party, but could neither re- 
cover the goat, nor meet with the people who killed it. 

It was much to be regretted, that none of ibefe people could be pre- 
vailed on to place a confidence in, and refide among the Englilh ; as 
in fuch cafe, by an exchange of language, they would have found 
that mod friendly intentions were entertained towards them, and that 
any who firould injure them would meet with fevere chaftifement. 

September commenced, and the feed-wheat which had been Town 
here did iK>t turn out any better than at Norfolk Ifland ; in Tome 
places the ground had been twice cropped, and there was reafon to 
apprehend a failure of feed for the next year. The Governor there- 
fore, early in this month, fignified his intention of fending the Sirius 
•to the Cape of Good Hope, to procure a fufficient quantity of grain 
for that purpofc ; together with as much flour for the fettlement as 
Ihe could ftojw, after laying in a twelvemonth’s provifions for her 
ihip’s company. Her dedinatlon was intended to have been to the 
northward; but on making a calculation, and comparing the ac- 
counts of thofe navigators who had procured refrelhments among the 
{{lands, it was found, that although Che might provide very well for 
hcrlelf, yet, after an abfence of three or four months, which would 
be the lead time that {he would be gone, {he could not bring more 
than would fupport the colony for a fortnight. At the fame time His 
Excellency made known his intention of eftabliChing a fettlenient on 
fome ground which he had feen at the head of this harbour, and 
which, from its form, he had named the Creicent. This meafurc 
appeared the more expedient, as the foil in and about the fet lement 
Teemed to be very indifferent and unprodu^ive, and by no means To 
favourable for the growth of grain as that at the Crefeent. 

The Sirius was therefore ordered to prepare for her voyage with all 
expedition ; and, in order to her {lowing a greater quantity of flour, 
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eight of her guns were landed on the Weft point of the core, and a 
finall breaft'work thrown up in front of them. 

Two boats, one of eight and another of ftxteenoars, which had 
been fent out in frame for the ufe of the fettlement, were put toge* 
ther, and the ftnalleft got into the water ; but the want of a Cbbooner 
or two, of from thirty to forty tons burden, to be employed in 
veying this coaft, was much felt and lamented. 

All hope being given up of recovering the cattle which had been fo 
unfortunately loft ; and the only cow that remained not being in calf,^ 
and having become wild and dangerous, direiftions were given that 
jfhe might be killed. She was accordingly ihot, it l>€ing found im- 
pra^icable to fecure and Daughter her in the common way. 

About the middle of September feveral canoes pafTcd the Sirius, 
and above thirty natives landed from them at the obfervatory or weft- 
ern point of the cove. They were armed, and, it was imagined, 
intended to lake off* fome (beep from thence ; but, if this was their 
intention, they were prevented by tlie appearance of two gentlemen 
who happened to be there unarmed ; after throwing fome ftones, they 
took to their canoes and paddled off. 

On the 25th the people in the filhing-boat reported that feveral 
fpears were thrown at them by fome natives ; and this for no other 
reafon, than that, after giving them freely what fmall fifli they had 
taken, they refufed them a large one which attraded their atreniion. 

On the 30th one midlhipraan and two feamen from- the Sirius, one- 
ferjeant, one corporal, and five private marines, and twentv- one male 
and eleven female convifts, embaiked on board the Golden Grove for 
Norfolk Ifland, and with the Sirius failed on the 2d of 0 <fti ber.. 

The detachment finding it convenient to colled, vegetables, and 
being obliged to go for them as far as Botany Bay, the convids were 
ordered to avail themfelves of the protedion of an armed party, and 
never on any account to ftragglc from the foTtliers, cr go to Botany 
Bay without them, on pain of fevere punilhment. Notwithftan'Iing 
whlchj a convid, who had been looked upon as a good man, having 
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gone out with an armed part7 to procure vegetables at Botany Bay, 
ftraggled from them, and was killed by the natives. On the return of 
the foldiers from the Bay he was found lying dead in the path, his head 
beaten to a jelly, a fpear driven through it, another through his body, 
and one arm broken. Some people were feat out to bury him ; and 
in the courfe of the month the parties who went by the fpot for vege- 
tables reported that his body was three times found above ground, 
having, it was fuppofed, been tom up by the natives’ dogs. This 
poor wretch furnilhed another inftance of the confequences that at- 
tended a difobedience of orders which had been purpofely given to 
prevent thefe accidents ; and as nothing of the kind was known to 
happen, but where a negleft and contempt of them was firft fliewn, 
every misfortune of the kind might fairly be attributed, not to the 
difpofition of the natives, but to the obllinacy and ignorance of their 
vifitors. 

■ On the departure of the Sirius, one pound of flour was deduced 
from the weekly ration of thofe who received the full proportion, and 
two-thirds of a pound from fuch as were at two-thirds allowance. 

The public works went on as ufual very flowly ; thofe employed on 
them in general barely exerting themfelves beyond what was neceflary 
to avoid immediate punifhment for idlenefs. 

On the a4th a convid who had draggled to a fmall diftance from 
the fettlement had feveral fpears thrown at him by fome natives. The 
Governor, on being made acquainted with the circumftance, went to 
the fpot with an armed party, where, fome of them being heard among 
the buflies, they were fired at ; it having now become abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to compel them to keep at a greater didance. 

The month of November commenced with the edablifliment of the 
new fettlement On the ad, His Excellency the Governor went to the 
Crefeent to choofe the fpot, and to mark out the ground for a redoubt 
and other neceflary buildings. Ten convids who underdood the bufi- 
nefs of cultivation were ordered to clear fome land on a rifing ground, 
which His Excellency named Rofc Hill. The foil at this fpot was of a 

difl 



OV NEW SOUTH WALtS. 


1758.] 


4t 


ftiff clayey nature, free from that rock which every where covered the 
furface at Sydney Cove, well clothed with timber, and unobftruflcd 
by underwood. While this little fcttlemcnt was eftablifhing itfelf, let- 
ters were received from Norfolk Ifland, in wliich Lieutenant King, 
the commandant, fpoke in very favourable terms of his young colony. 
His people continued healthy, having fifh and vegetables in abun- 
dance ; by the former of which he was enabled to fave fome of his 
falted provifions. He had alfo the promife of a good crop from the 
grain which he had laft fown, and his gardens wore the moft flourifli- 
ing appearance. 

A cocoa-nut perfedly frelh, and a piece of wood faid to rcfemble 
the handle of a fly-flap as made at the Friendly Iflands, together with 
the remains of two canoes, had been found among the rocks, per- 
haps blown from fome ifland which might lie at no great diflance. 

The fmall redoubt which was begun in July being finiflxed, a flag- 
ftafF was erected, and two pieces of iron ordnance placed in it. 

In order to prevent, if poflTible, the pradHce of thieving, which con- 
tinued to be very frequent, an order was given, directing that no con- 
vict, found guilty of theft, fliould be fupplied with any other clothing 
than a canvas frock and trowfers. It was at the fame time determined, 
that fuch convids as fliould in future fail to perform a day's labour, 
fliould receive only two-thirds of the ration that was ifliied to thofe 
who could and did work. 

Unimportant as thefe circumflances may appear when detailed at a 
diflance from the time when they were neceflary, they yet ferve to 
fliow the nature of the people by whom the colony was firft founded j 
as well as the attention that was paid by thofe in authority, and the 
fteps taken by them, for eftablifliing good order and propriety, and 
for eradicating villainy and idienefs. 

In December James Daley, the convid who in Augufl pretended to 
have difeovered an inexhauflible fource of wealth, and who had been 
cbferved from that time to negle£i: his labour, and to loiter about from 
Jjut to hut, while others were at work, was at laft convi^ed of break- 
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ing into and plundering a houfe; for whicli he fuffered death. Before 
he, was turned off, he confefled that he had committed feveral thefts, 
to which he had been induced by bad connedions, and pointed out 
two women who had received part q £ the property for the acquifitioa 
of which be was then about to pay fo dear a price. Thcfe women 
were immediately apprehended, and one of them made a public ex- 
ample of, in the hope of deterring others from offending in the like 
manner. The convids being all affembled for muffer, (he was direded 
to ftand forward ; and her head having been previoufly deprived of 
its natural covering, ffie was clothed with a canvas frock, on which 
was painted, in large ebaraders R. S. G. (Receiver of Stolen Goods,) 
and threatened with puniihment if ever Ihe was feen without it. This 
was done in the idea that fhame might operate, at leaft with the fe- 
male part of the prifoners, to the prevention of crimes ; but a great 
number of both fexes had too long been acquainted with each other 
in feenes of difgrace, for this kind of puniihment to work much re- 
formation among them. This, however, mud be underftood to be 
ipoken only of the loweft clafs of thefe people, among whom the 
commllTion of offences was chiefly found to exift ; for thcr€ were con- 
vids of both fexes who were never known to aflbeiate with the com- 
mon herd, and whofe condud was marked by attention to their la- 
bour, and obe^ence to the orders which they received^ 

On the I tth, the Governor fet off* with a fmall party in boats, to> 
examine the different branches of Botany Bay, aad,.after an excurfion 
of five days,, returned, well fatisfied that no part of that extenfive bay; 
was adapted to the purpofe of a fettlement f tbus^ fully confirming the 
reports which he had received from others, and the opinion that he had' 
himfelf formed. 

A convid having been found dead in the woods, an enquiry intO' 
the caufe of his death was made ; when it appeared from the evidence - 
of the furgeon who'^opened him, and of the people who lived with' 
the deceafed, that he died through want of nouriffiment. It feemed 
that be had not for more than a week paft eaten his allowance of pro-^ 
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vlHons, the whole b^ing found in bis box. It was proved by thofe 
who knew him, that Ke was accuftomed to deny himfelf even what 
was abfolutely necedary to his exiftence, abdaining from his provt* 
lions in order to difpofe of them for money; which he was re» 
ferving, and had fomewhere concealed, in order to purchafe his paf* 
fage to England when his time Ihould expire. 

In the courfe of this month a launch, or hoy, capable of convey* 
ing providons to Rofe Hill and other places, was conftrudted from 
tlie timber of the country ; a landing-place was formed on the Eaft 
fide of the Gove; and at the point on the Wed llde, a magazine was 
marked out, to be condruded of done, and large enough to contain 
fifty or fixty barrels of powder. 

It being obferved with concern, that the natives were every day 
becoming more troublefome and hodile, leveral people having been 
wounded, and others, who were necedarily employed in the woodsy 
driven in and much alarmed by them, the Governor determined on en- 
deavouring to feize, and bring into the fettlement, one or two of theie 
people, wbofe language it was become abfolutely necellary to acquire, 
that they might be taught to didinguilh friends from enemies. Ac- 
cordingly, on the 30th a young man was taken and brought in by 
Lieutenant Bali of the Supply, and Lieutenant George Johnfon of 
the marines. A fecond was feized ; but, after dragging into the wa^ 
ter beyond his depth the man who held him, he got clear off. The 
native who had been fecured was on his landing conveyed to the 
Governor’s, where he was clothed, a flight iron or manacle put up- 
on his wrid, and a trudy convi^ appointed to take care of him. A 
fmall hut had been previoufly built for his reception clofe to the 
guatdhoufe, wherein he and his keeper were locked up at night; 
and the following morning the convi^ reported, that his charge had 
flept very well during the night, not offering to luke any attempt 
to get away* 

The weather, during the month of December, had been for the 
fird part hot and clofe ; the middle very fine, and the latter variable, 
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but moftly fine -upon the whole, the month was very hot ; but the 
climate, by medical men as well as others, was admitted to be falu- 
brious. The rains, which were heavy, appeared to fall chiefly about 
the full and change of the moon. Thunder and lightning at times had 
been fevere, but not attended with any bad efle£ts fince the month of 
February. The cafualties, from the fleet quitting England to the laft 
of December, by death and defertion, amounted on the whole to one 
hundred and fifteen. 
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CHAP. III. 

N£w year’s day.— her majbsty’s birth- day.— convicts how em- 
ployed. — THEIR DISPOSITION TO IDLEJIF.SS AND VICE.— HOW OCCUPIED. 
—THE SUPPLY SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND.— PUBLIC WORKS —NATIVES. 
—CONVICTS KILLED —STORES ROBBED — THE SUPPLY RETURNS. — INSUR- 
RECTION PROJECTED AT NORFOLK ISLAND. — HUURICaNB THERE. 

SMALL Pox AMONG THE NATIVES CAPTAIH HUNTER IN THE SIRIUS 

RETURNS WITH SUPPLIES FROM THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.— DANGER OF 
WANDERING IN THE FORESTS OF AN UNKNOWN COUNTRV.— CONVICTS 
PERFORM A PLAY. — A REiNFORCEMENT SENT TO NORFOLK ISLAND.— 
GOVERNOR PHILLIP M.AKE3 AN EXCU.'-SION OF DISCOVERY.— TRANSAC- 
TIONS. — HAWK SBURY RIVER DISCOVERED,— IMPORTANT PAPERS LEFT 
BEHIND IN ENGLAND. 

'P' HE firft day of the new year (January 1789) was marked as a 
holiday by a fufpenfion of all kinds of labour, and by boifting of 
colours at the fort. The ration of provifions, though ftill lefs by a 
pound of flour than the proper allowance, was yet fo fuflicient as not 
to be complained of; nor was labour diminiflied by it. Upon a calcu- 
lation of the different people employed for the public in cultivation, it 
appeared, that of all the nuinliers in the colony there were only two 
hundred and fifty fo employed : — a very fmall number indeed to pro- 
cure the means of rendering the colony independent of the mother- 
country for the neceffaries of life. The reft were occupied in carry- 
ing on various public works, fuch as ftores, houfes, wharfs, &c. 
A large number were incapable, through age or infirmities, of 
bdng called to labour ; and the civil eftablilhment, the military, fe- 
males, and childreo, filled up the catalogue of thofe uoaflifting in 
cultivatioiu 
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The foil immediately about the fettlement was found to be of too 
fandy a nature to give much promife of yielding a fufficient produce 
even for the fmall quantity of flock that it poflefled. At Rofe Hill the 
profpea was better ; indeed, whatever expedation could be formed 
of fuccefsful cutivation in the country refled as yet in that quarter. 
But the convi^s, foolithly conceiving that they had no intereft in the 
fuccefs of their labour, by no means exerted themfelves to their utmofl, 
fo that it was hardly poilible to form a correct judgment of the capa- 
bilities of the foil, which they cultivated with regret, and which, if left 
to themfelves, they would not have cultivated at all ; preferring rather 
to have lived in idlenefs, and depended upon the public floret for their 
daily fupport, fo long as they had any thing in them, than by their 
labour contribute to fecure^ themfelves whereon to exift when thofe 
ttores ftiould be exhaufted. 

Idlenefs, however, was not the only vice to be complained of in 
thefe unhappy people : thefts continued to be frequent among them ; 
and one fellow, who, after committing a robbery, had flieltered himfelf 
frompunifliment by concealing himfelf in the woods, from whence he 
nightly returned for thepurpofe of depredation, being at length taken, 
was executed, in the vain hope of temfying others. While this un- 
fortunate wretch was fuffering death, another convid;, fentenced to 
feven hundred lalhes, for wounding, by flabbing, a woman with whom 
he cohabited, received half his punifhment. 

The 19th was obferved as the biith-day of her Majefly, with all 
the cuftoraary ceremonies. 

A day or two after this, the place was agitated by a rumour that a 
great gun had been fired at fea ; but on fending a boat down without 
the harbour’s mouth, nothing was feen there that could conhrm a re- 
port which every one anxioufly wilhed might be true* 

A boat having been fent down the harbour with fome people to cut 
rufhes. a party of natives came to the beach while they were fo 
employed, and took three jackets out of the boat. On difeovering 
the theft, the cockfwain purfued a canoe with two men in it as far as 
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a fmall ifland that lay near, where the natives landed, leaving the 
canoe at the rocks. This the cockTwain took away (contrary to an or- 
der, which had been made very public, on no account to touch a 
canoe, or any thing belonging to a native,) and towed it to the bay 
where they had been at work. The natives returned to the fame 
place unobferved, and, while the cockfwain and his people were col- 
iedling what rulhes they had cut, threw a fpear at the cockfwain and 
wounded him in the arm, although they mufl: have known that at that 
time one of their people was in the power of his countrymen on^whotn 
the injury might be retaliated. This poor native had begun to feem 
reconciled to his lituation, and did not appear to dread any ill treat- 
ment from the prefent mailers of his deftiny. He was taken down 
the harbour once or twice, to let his friends fee that he was alive, and 
had feme intercourfe with them which appeared to give him much 
iatisfadion. 

For fifteen days in this month the thermometer rofe in the ihade 
above eighty degrees : once (on the 8tb), at one in the afternoon, it 
fiood at 105° in the (hade. 

The convidls being found to continue the praftice of felling their 
cloathing, an order was ilTued, direding, that if in future any of 
them would give information to the provoil marfhal againfl: the per- 
fon who had been the purchafer, the feller ihould receive the clothes 
again, and be permitted to keep whatever was paid for them without 
receiving any punilhment himfelf for the fale. It was found necef> 
fiiry to dire^, that all ilragglcrs at night who, on being challenged by 
the patrole, ihould run from them, Ihould be fired at ; but orders, in’ 
general, were obferved to have very little effedl, and to be attended to 
only while the imprefiion made by hearing them puhlilhed remained 
upon the mind ; for the convids had not been accuftomed to live in 
fituations where their conduct was to be regulated by written orders. 
Here there was no other mode of communicating to them fuch direc- 
tions as it was found neceflary to iflue for their obfcrvance j and it was 
very common to have them plead in excufe for a breach of any regu- 
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latlon of the lettlement, that they had never before heard of it j nor had 
they any idea of the permanency of an order, many of them Teeming 
to think it iifued merely for the purpofe of the moment. 

It was much to be regretted, that there exifled a necefllty for 
placing a confidence in tbefe people, as in too many inftances the 
truft was found to be abufed ; but, unfortunately, to fill many of 
thofc offices to which free people alone fliould have been appointed 
in the colony, there were • none but conviifs. From thefe, it will 
readily be fuppofed, the beft chara^ers were feleded ; fuch as had 
merited by the propriety of their coodud the good report of the offi- 
cers on board the fhip in which they had been tranfported, and who 
had carried with them into thofe fliips a better name than their fel- 
lows from the prifons in which they had been confined. Thofe w'ho 
were qualified to inftruQ: and dired others in the exercife of profef- 
fions, were appointed to adl as overfeers, with gangs under their com- 
mand j feveral of whom had given evident proofs, or ftrong indica- 
tions, of returning difpofitions to honeft induftry. 

There were others, however, who had no claim to this praife. 
Among thefe muft be particularifed William Bryant, to whom, from 
his having been bred a filherman, was given the direction and ma- 
nagement of fuch boats as were employed in fifhing ; every encou- 
ragement was held out to this man to keep him above temptation ; a 
hut was built for him and his family j he was always prefented with a 
certain part of whatever fifti he caught ; and he was not allowed to 
want for any thing that was necefTary, or that was fuitablc to a per- 
fon of his defeription and lituation. But he was detected in fecreting 
and felling large quantities of fiffi, a pradice which he had purfued 
from his firft appointment. For this he was feverely puniflied, and 
deprived of all the comforts which he had fo ill deferved. 

The magazine at the Point being now completed, the powder be- 
longing to the fettlement was lodged fafely within its walls. 

It being of importance to th6 colony to afeertain the precife fitua- 
tion and extent of the reefs feen by Mr. Blackburn, in the Golden 
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Grove ftorefhip, Lieutenant Ball, (who was proceeding to Norfolk 
Inland with provifion* and convitfls) was diredled to perform that duty- 
on his return. He failed with the veflel under his command on the 
17th, having on board twenty-one male and fix female conviifls, and 
three children ; of the latter, two were to be placed under Mr. King’s 
care as children of the public. The one, a boy of three years old, 
had loft his mother on the paflage to that country ; the other, a girl 
one year older, had a mother in the colony ; but of fo very aban« 
doned a charadler, that the child was taken from her in the hope of 
faving it from the ruin which was otherwife inevitable. Thefe chil- 
dren were to be inftruded in reading, writing, and hufbandry. 
The commandant of the ifland was direiied to caufe five acres of 
ground to be allotted and cultivated for their benefit, by fuch perfon 
as he Ihould think fit to entruft with the charge of bringing them up 
according to the fpirit of this intention, in promoting the fuccefs of 
which every friend of humanity feemed to feel an intereft. 

The Cove was now, for the firft time, left without a fhip ; a cir- 
cumftance not only ftriking by its novelty, but which forcibly drew 
the attention of the inhabitants to the peculiarity of their fituation. 
The Sirius was gone upon a long voyage to a diftant country for 
fupplies, the arrival of which was afluredly precarious. The Supply 
had left them, to look after a dangerous reef ; which fcrvice, in an 
unknown fea, might draw upon herfelf the calamity which fiie was 
feeking to inftruft others to avoid. Should it have been decreed, that 
the arm of misfortune was to fall with fuch weight upon them, as to 
render at any time the fafety of this little veflel neceflTary to the 
falvation of the colony, how deeply was every individual concerned 
in her welfare ! Refle<ftion on the bare polfibility of its mifearriage 
rendered every mind anxious during her abfence from the fettlement. 

From the evident necefliity that cxifted of maintaining a ftrid difei- 
pline among the military employed in this country, it became 
requifite to puniflt with fome feverity any flagrant breach of military 
fubordination that might occur. A foldier in the detachment, having 
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been found abfent from his poft as centinel, was fcntenccd to receive 
feven hundred lalhes, which fentence was put in execution upon him 
at two periods, with an interval of three weeks. 

Toward the end of this month the detachment took pofleffion of 
their barracks ; and a brick-honfe, forty feet by thirteen, was begun 
on the Eaft fide for the Commiflary. At Rofe Hill the people were 
principally employed in clearing and ciiltivating land ; but the labour 
of removing the timber off the ground when cut down, very much 
retarded the beft efforts of the people fo employed. The military and 
convidts ftill lived under tents ; and, as a proof of the fmall fpace 
which they occupied, two Emus, or Caflbwaries, who muft have 
been feeding in the neighbourhood, ran through the little camp, and 
were fo intermingled with the people, who ran out of their tents at fo 
ftrange an appearance, that it became dangerous to lire at them j and 
they got clear off, though literally furrounded by people, and under 
the muzzles of fome of their mufquets. 

Very little moleftation was at this time given by the natives ; and 
had they never been ill treated by the inhabitants, inftead of hoftility, 
k is more than probable that an intercourfe of fricndlhip would have 
fubfifted. 


The impracticability of keeping the conviCts within the limits pre- 
feribed for them became every day more evident. Aim oft every month 
from their arrival had produced one or more accidents occafioned^ 
principally by a non-compliance with the orders which had been given 
folely with a view to their fecurity ; and which, with thinking beings,^ 
•would have been of fufficient force ‘as examples to deter others from 
running into the fame danger. But neither orders nor dangers Teemed 
to be regarded, where their own temporary convenience prompted them 
to difobey the one, or run the rilk of incurring the other. A con- 
vi^i had ftrayed into the woods for the purpofe of cohering fweet 
tea ; an herb fo called by thefe people, and which was in great efti- 
mation among them. The leaves of it being boiled, they obtained a 
beverage not unlike liquorice in tafte,. and which was recommended 
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by Tome -of the medical gentlemen of the fettlemeht, as a powerful 
tonic. The great confumption had now rendered it fcarce. It was 
fuppofed that the convid in his fearch after this article had fallen in 
with a party of natives, who had killed him. A few days after this 
accident a party of the convids, fixteen in number, chiefly belonging 
to the brick-maker’s gang, as had alfo the unfortunate ftraggler, pro- 
vided themfelvcs with flakes, and fet oflf toward Botany Bay, with ^ 
determination to revenge, upon whatever natives they Ihould meet, 
the treatment which one of their brethren had received. Near Bo- 
tany Bay they fell in with the natives, but in a larger body than they 
expeded or defired. According to their report, they were fifty in 
number ; but much dependence was not to be placed on what they 
faid in this refped, nor in their narrative of the affair ; it is cer- 
tain, however, that they were driven in by the natives, who killed 
one man and wounded fix others. Immediately on this being known 
in the fettlement, an armed party was fent out with an officer, 
who found the body of the murdered man flripped, and lying in 
the path. They alfo found a boy, who had likewife been flripped 
and left for dead by the natives ; he was very much wounded, and 
his left ear nearly cut off. The party returned bearing in the boy, 
but without feeing any of the perpetrators of this mifehief: the 
other wounded people had reached the fettlement. The Governor, 
judging it highly neceflary to make examples of thele mifguided 
people, who had fo daringly and flagrantly broken through every 
order which had been given to prevent their interfering with the na- 
tives as to form a party exprcfsly to meet with and attack them, di- 
reded that thofe who were not wounded fhould receive each one 
hundred and fifty lafhes, and wear a fetter for a twelvemonth ; the 
like punifhment was directed to be infli<fled upon thofe who were in 
the hofpital, as foon as they fhould recover from their wounds. 

The fame day two armed parties were fent, one toward Botany 
Bay, and the other in a different dlre£tion, that the natives might fee 
that their late a£t of violence would neither intimidate nor prevent 
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the Englifh from moving beyond the fettlcment whenever occafion 
required. 

Such were their enemies abroad ; at home, within themfelves, they 
had enemies to encounter of a different nature, but in their effeds 
more difficult to guard againft. The gardens and houfes of indivi- 
duals, and the provifion ftore, were over-run with rats. The fafety 
of the provifions was an obje<^ of general importance, and the Com- 
miflary was for fomc time employed in examining into the ftate of the 
ftore. Going to it early one morning, he found the wards of a key 
which had been broken in the padlock that fecured the principal door, 
and which it was the duty of the patroles to vifit and infpeft every 
night. On entering, he perceived that an harnefs-cafk had been opened 
and fome provifions taken out. It being fuppofed that the wards of 
the key might lead to a difeovery of the perpetrator of this atrocious 
deed, they were fent to a convift blackfmiih, an ingenious workman, 
through whofe hands moll of the work pafled that was done in his 
line, who immediately knew them to belong to a foldier of the name 
of Hunt, the perfon who in the courfe of the preceding month re- 
ceived feven hundred ladies, and who had fome time back brought the 
key to this blackfmith to be altered. On this information. Hunt was 
taken up ; but, offering to give fome material information, he was ad- 
mitted an evidence on the part of the crown, and made an ample con- 
feffion before the Lieutenant-governor and the Judge-advocate; in 
which he accufed fix other foldiers of having been concerned with 
firm for a confiderable time pad, in the diabolical practice of robbing 
the ftore of liquor and provifions in large quantities. This crime, 
great of itfelf, was ftill aggravated by the manner in which it was 
committed. Having formed tfheir party, feven in number, and 
fworn each other to fecrecy and fidelity, they procured and altered 
keys to fit the different locks on the three doors of the provi- 
fion ftore ; and it was agreed, that whenever any one of the feven 
ihould be polled there as ccntinel during the night, two or more of 
the gang, as they found it convenient, were to come at the hours 
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when they knew their aflociate would have the ftore under his 
charge, and, by means of the keys, {heltered in the fecurity which 
he afforded them, (by betraying in fo flagrant a manner the trufl and 
confidence repofed in him as a centinel,) they ihould open a paflage 
into the (lore, where they fhould remain fhut up until they had pro- 
cured as much liquor and provifions as they could take off. If the 
patroles vifited the ftore while they chanced to be within its walls, the 
door was found locked and fecure, the centinel alert and vigilant on 
his port, and the ftore apparently fafe. 

Fortunately for the fettlement, on the night preceding the difeo- 
very one of the party intended to have availed himfelf of his fituation 
as centinel, to enter the ftore alone, purpofing to plurrder with- 
out the participation of his affociates. But while he was ftanding with 
the key in the lock, he heard the patrole advancing. The key had 
done its oflice ; but, as he knew that the lock would be examined 
by the corporal, in his fright and hafte to turn it back again, he mif- 
took the way, and was compelled to leave the wards in it ; the 
other part of the key he threw away. 

On this information, the fix foldiers whom he accufed were taken 
up and tried j when, the evidence of the accomplice being confirmed 
by feveral ftrong corroborating circumftances (among which it ap- 
peared that the ftore had been broken into and robbed by them at va- 
rious times for upwards of eight months), they were unaniinoufly 
found guilty, and fentenced to fuffer that death which they acknow- 
ledged they had juftly merited. Their defence wholly confifted in 
accufing the accomplice of having been the firft to propofe and carry 
the plan into execution, and afterwards the firft to accufe and ruin 
the people whom he had influenced to affocinte with him. A crime 
of fuch magnitude called for a fevere example j and the fentence was 
carried into execution a few days after the trial. 

Some of thefe unhappy men were held in high eftimation by their 
officers j but the others, together with the accomplice Hunt, had 
been long verging toward this melancholy fate. Four of them had 
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been tried for the death of their comrade Bulmore, which happened 
in a conteft with one of them in November. The liquor that they 
had procured from the ftore was the caufe of druukennefs ; and this 
was produdiive of many diforders, for which as foldiers they were 
more than once puniflied. To thefe circumftances muft be added 
(what, perhaps, muft be confidered as the root of thefe evils) a con- 
nexion which fubfifted between them- and fome of the word of the 
female convi<fts j at whofe huts, notwithftanding the internal regula- 
tions of their quarters, they found means to enjoy their ill-acquired 
plunder. 

On the morning of their execution, one of them declared to the 
■clergyman who attended him, that the like practices had been carried 
on at the ftore at Rofe Hill by ftmilar means, and with fimilar fuc- 
cefs. This was immediately attended to, but no difeovery could be 
made. It was, however, generally believed, that the foldier would 
not in his dying moments have falfely accufed men of a crime which 
they had never committed, and that nothing but their conftancy to 
each other had prevented a difeovery of their guilt. 

While thefe tranfailions were pafling at Sydney, the little colony 
at Norfolk llland had been threatened with an infurredtion. The 
Supply returned from thence on the 24th, after an abfence of five 
weeks, and brought from Lieutenant King, the commandant, infor- 
mation of the following chimerical fcheme: — The capture of the 
ifland, and the fubfequent efcape of the captors, was to commence by 
the feizure of Mr, King’s perfon, which was intended to be efiedied 
on the firft Saturday after the arrival of any fhip in the Bay, except 
the Sirius. They had chofen that particular day in the week, as it 
had been for fome time Mr, King’s cuftom on Saturdays to go to a 
farm which he had cftabliftied. at fome little diftance from the fettle^ 
ment j and the military generally chofe that day to bring in the cab- 
bage-palm from the woods. Mr. King was to be fecured on the way 
to his farm. A meftage, in the commandant’s name, was then to be 
fent to Mr. Jamifon, the furgeon, who was to be feized as foon as he 
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got into the woods j and the ferjeant and the party were to be treated 
in the fame manner. Thefe people being all properly taken care of, 
a fignal was to be made to thfr fliip in the Bay to fend her boat on 
ihore, the crew of which were to be made prifoners on 'their landing; 
and two or three of the infurgents were to go off in a boat belonging 
to the ifland, and inform the commanding officer that the (hip’s boat 
had been ftove on the beach, and that the commandant requefted 
another might be fent on (liore ; this was alfo to be captured : and 
then, as the laft a<St of this abfurd fcheme, the (hip was to be taken, 
wdth which they were to proceed to Otaheite, and there e(kibli(h a 
fettlement. They, however, charitably intended to leave fome pro- 
vifions for the commandant and his officers, and for fuch of the 
people as did not accompany them in their efcape. This was their 
fcheme, and not one difficulty in the execution of it ever occurred to 
their imagination: all was to happen with as much facility as it was plan- 
ned ; and, had it not been fortunately revealed to a feaman belonging 
to the Sirius, who lived with Mr. King as a gardener, by a female 
convid that cohabited with him, there was no doubt but all thefe im- 
probabilities would have been attempted. 

On being made acquainted with thefe circumftances, the command- 
ant took fuch meafures as appeared to him neceffary to defeat them ; 
and feveral perfons confeffed the (hare which they were to have had 
in the execution of this foolilh fcheme. Mr. King had hitherto, from 
the peculiarity of his (itnation, — fccluded from fociety, and confined 

to a fmall fpeck in the vaft ocean, with but a handful of people, 

drawn them around him, and treated them with the kind attentions 
which a good family meets with at the hands of a humane mafter ; 
but he now faw them in their true colours ; and one of his firft fteps, 
when peace was reftored, was to clear the ground as far as poffible 
round the fettlement, that future villainy might not find a Ihelter in 
the woods for its tranfadions. To this truly providential circum- 
ftance, perhaps, many colonifts afterwards were indebted for their 
lives. 
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On Thurfday the 26th of February, the i/land was vifited by a 
hurricane, which came on early in the morning in very heavy gales 
of wind and rain. Several pines of one hundred and eighty and two 
hundred feet in length, and from twenty to thirty feet in circumfe- 
rence, were blown down. The gale had increafed by noon to a dread- 
ful degree, with torrents of heavy rain. Every inftant pines and 
live oaks, of the largeft dimeniions, were borne down by the fury of 
the blaft, which, tearing up roots and rocks with them, left chafins 
of eight or ten feet depth in the earth. Nothing but horror and defola- 
tion every where prefented itfelf. A very large live oak-tree was 
hlovvn on the granary, which it dallied to pieces, and ftove a number 
of ca&s of flour; but happily, by the adivity of the officers and 
free people, the flour, Indian corn, and (lores, were in a Ihort time 
colleded, and removed to the commandant’s houfe, with little lofs. 
The florin now raged with the utmoft violence j and by one o’clock 
there were as many trees torn up by the roots as would have required 
the labour of fifty men for a fortnight to have felled. Early in the 
afternoon the Swamp and Vale were overflowed, and had every ap- 
pearance of a large navigable river. The gardens, public and pri- 
vate, were wholly deftroyed ; cabbages, turnips, and other plants, 
were blown out of the ground ; and thofe which withflood the hur- 
ricane feemed as if they had been fcorched. An acre of Indian corn 
which grew in the Vale, and which would have been ripe in about 
three weeks, was totally deftroyed*. 

The people, however, continued to be healthy, and the climate 
had not forfeited the good opinion which he had formed of it. He 
acquainted the Governor, that, for his internal defence, he had formed 
all the free people in the ifland into a militia, and that a military guard 
was mounted every night as a piquet. There were at this time 

* The direfUoD of the hurricane wae acrofs the ifland from the fonth.eafl ; and, as its fury 
had blown down more trees than were found lying on the ground when Mr. King landed on 
it, he eonjeftured that it was not an annual vifitant of the ifland. This conjeAure feetns to have 
been well founded, as nothing of the kind has fince occurred there. 
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victualled on the ifland fixteen free people, fifty-one male eonviCts, 
twenty-three female conviCls, and four children. 

The arrival of the Supply with an account of thefe occurrences 
created a temporary variety in the converfation of the day ; and a 
general fatisfaCtion appeared when the little veflel that brought them 
dropped her anchor again in the Cove. Lieutenant Ball, having loft 
an anchor at Norfolk Ifland, did not deem it prudent to attempt to 
fall in with the flioal feen by the Golden Grove ftore-fhip j his or- 
ders on that head being diferetionary. 

We now return to the tranfa^ions of the principal fettlement. To- 
ward the latter end of this month, two of the birds diftinguilhed in 
the colony by the name of Emus were brought in by fome of the 
people employed to flioot for the officers. The weight of each was 
feventy pounds. 

The Governor thinking it probable that foreign fhips might again 
vifit this coafl, and perhaps run into this harbour for the purpofe of 
procuring refrefliments, direCled Mr. Blackburn to furvey a large bay 
on the north fliore, contiguous to this Cove ; and, a fufficient depth 
of water being found, his Excellency inferted in the port orders, that 
all foreign fhips coming into this harbour fhould anchor in that 
bay, which he named Neutral Bay, bringing Rock Ifland to bear 
S. S. E. and the hofpital on the weft fide of Sydney Cove to bear 
S. W. by W. 

Early in the month of April, and throughout its continuance, the 
people whofe bufmefs called them down the harbour daily reported, 
that they found, either in excavations of the rocks, or lying upon 
the beaches and points of the different coves, the bodies of many of 
the wretched natives of the country. The caufe of this mortality re- 
mained unknown, until a family was brought into the fettlement and 
the diforder pronounced to have been the fmall-pox. It was not a 
defirable circumftance to introduce a diforder into the colony which 
was raging with fuch fatal violence among the natives of the country; 
but the faving the lives of any of thefe people was an objed of no 
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fmall importance, as the knowledge of our humanity and the benefits 
which might be rendered them, would, it was hoped, do away the 
evil impreffipns which they had received. Two elderly men, a boy, 
and a girl, were received, and placed in a feparate hut at the hofpitaU 
The men were too far overcome by the difeafe to derive any benefit 
from the exertions of the medical gentlemen who attended them ; but 
the children did well. From the native who refided in the fettlement 
it was underftood that many families had been fwept off by this 
icourge of the human race j ‘and that others, to avoid it, had fled in- 
to the interior parts of the country. Whether it had ever appeared 
among them before, could not be difeovered ; but it was certain that 
they gave it a name (gal-gal-la) ; a circumftance which feemed to in- 
dicate a pre-acquaintance with it, 

The convifts were at this time employed in forming a convenient 
road on the Weft fide from the hofpital and landing-place to the ftore- 
houfes ; and in conftruaing a ftable at Farm Cove, with fome con- 
Teruent out-houfes for ftock. 

On the recovery of the native boy and girl from the finall-pox, the 
latter was taken to live with the wife of the clergyman, and the boy 
with the head furgeon, to whom, for his attention during the time he 
was under his care, he feemed to be much attached. 

While the eruptions of this diforder continued upon the children, a 
fcaman belonging to the Supply was feized with it, and died ; but its 
baneful effeas were not experienced by any white perfon of the fettle- 
ment, although there were fcveral very young children in it at the 
time. 

It had been greatly feared, from the firft introdu£tion of the boy 
and girl into the fettleipent, that the native who had been fome time 
there, and whofe attention to them during their illnefs excited the ad- 
miration of every one that witnefled it, would take the diforder i as on 
his perfon were found none of thofe traces of its ravages which are 
frequently left behind. It happened as had been predidled j he fell 
a viOim to the difeafe in eight days after he was feized with it. 


4rr\ 



OF NEW SOXTTH WALES. 


59 


1789-] 

to the infinite regret of every one who had witnefled how little 
of the favage was found in his manner, and how quickly he was 
fubfiituting in its place a docile, affable, and truly amiable de- 
portment. 

After an abfence of feven months and fix days, to the great fatif* 
faftion of every one, about five in the evening on the 6th of May, 
His Majefty’s fhip Sirius anchored in the Cove from the Cape of 
Good Hope. Captain Hunter failed from that port on the 2d of 
■Qdtober 1788, and, during the fpace which had elapfed between his 
departure and return, had circumnavigated the globe. He made his 
paffage by Cape Horn, arriving on the 2d of January 1 787, from 
which place he failed on the 20th of the following month. Off the 
fouthem extremity of this country the Sirius met with a gale of 
wind, when fo clofe in with the land that it was fome time doubtful 
whether the would clear it. In this gale ihe received confiderable da- 
mage ; the head of the thip was torn from the cutwater, and the was 
afterwards found to have been very much weakened. 

The Sirius brought one hundred and twenty-feven thoufand weight 
of flour for the fettlement, and a twelvemonth's provitions for her 
thip’s company ; but this fupply was not very flattering, as the thort 
tpace of four months, at a full ration, would exhauft it. It was, 
however, very welcome, and her return feemed to have gladdened 
every heart. Eager were their inquiries after intelligence from that 
country from which they had been now two years divided, and to 
whofe tranfadions they had during that time been entire ftrangers. 

With joy, mingled with concern that they were not perfonal Iharera 
in the triumph, did they hear .of their country's fuccefsful efforts in 
the caufe of the Stadtholder, and of the noble* armaments which the 
King of England had fitted out to fupport it. They trufted, how- 
ever, that while differently employed, their views were ftill direded 
to the fame obje^ ; for though labouring at a -diftance, and in an 
humbler fcene, yet the good, the glory, and the aggrandifement of 
their country, were prime confiderations with them* And why Ihould 
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the colonifts of New South Wales be denied the merit of endeavour- 
ing to promote them, by eftabliihing civilization in the favage world ; 
by animating the children of idlenefs and vice to habits of laborious 
and honeft induftry ; and by Ihewingthe world that to Engliftimen no 
difficulties are infuperable ? 

A Dutch fliip, bound for Europe, failing from the Cape of Good 
Hope, Captain Hunter had taken the opportunity of forwarding the 
difpatches with which he had been charged by Governor Phillip. He 
was informed by the matter of the Harpy Whaler, who put into 
Table Bay, that in England there had been a general anxiety to hear 
of the fafety and arrival of the adventurers at their dettined haven, 
and that government only waited for this atturance to fend out other 
{hips. Of thefe accounts it was hoped that minifters had been fotne 
time in poffeffion, and that in confequence fupplies were at this hour 
on their palTage to New South Wales. 

From the fettlement on Rofe Hill, early in the month of May, two 
foldiers of the detachment doing duty there were reported to be 
Huffing. It was fuppofed that they mutt have loft their way in fome of 
the thick and almoft impenetrable brulhes which were in the vicinity 
of Rofe Hill, and had there perilhed miferably. They had gone in 
fearch of the fweet tea plant already mentioned : probably, when 
they refigned themfelves to the fate which they could not avoid, op- 
prefled with hunger, and unable to wander farther, they might have 
been but a lliort diftance from the relief which they fo earneftly 
fought. A dog that was known to have left the fettlement with them 
reached Rofe Hill, almoft familhed, nine days after they had left it. 
The extreme danger attendant on a man’s going beyond the bounds 
of his knowledge in the forefts of an unfettled country could nowhere 
be more demonftrable than in this. To the weftward was an immenfe 
open track before him, in which, if unbefriended by either fun or 
moon, he might wander -until life were at an end. Mott of the arms 
which extended into the country from Port Jackfon, and the harbour 
en each fide of Port Jackfon, were of great length, and to round them 
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without a certain and daily fupply of provifiofis was impoflible. 
Many of thcfe arms, when viewed from the water, llruck the be- 
holders with horror at the bare idea of being loft tn them ; as,, 
from the great fimilarity of one cove to another, the recolledlion 
would be bewildered in attempting to determine any relative fitu- 
ation. It is certain, that, if deftroyed by no other means, inianity 
would accelerate the miferable efid that muft enfue. 

To guard as much as poflible againft thefe accidents, every meafure 
which could be fuggefted was adopted. A Ihort time after the fettle- 
ment was eftabliftied at Rofe Hill, the Governor went out with fome 
people in a direction due South, and caufed a vifible path to be made; 
that if any perfon who had ftrayed beyond his own marks for re- 
turning, and knew not where he was, fhould crofs upon this path, he 
might by following it have a chance of reaching the fettlement; and 
orders were repeatedly given to prohibit draggling beyond the limits 
which were marked and known. 

The weather during the latter part of May had been cold ; not- 
withftanding which, a turtle was feen in the harbour. 

The 4th of June was the fecond anniverfary of His Majefty’s 
birth-day commemorated in this country, and was obferved with 
every diftindion in the power of the loyal inhabitants of Pore 
Jackfon. The Governor received the compliments due to the day 
in his new houfe, of which he had lately taken poftefilon as the 
govemment-houfe of the colony, where his Excellency afterwards 
entertained the officers at dinner, and in the evening fome of the 
convi£ts were permitted to perform Farquhar’s Comedy of the Re- 
cruiting Officer, in a hut fitted up for the occafion. They profefted 
no higher aim than “ humbly to excite a fmile,” and their efforts to 
pleafe were not unattended with applaufe. 

The Governor, deeming an increafe of the military force of Nor*^ 
folk Ifland neceftary, difpatched a lieutenant with fourteen privates 
from the detachment of marines, in the Supply, for that purpofe* 
This veffel, on her return from Norfolk liland, was to cruife for the 
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Ihoal feen by Mr. Blackburn, and likcYvife an ifland and a (hoal feen 
by Lieutenant Shortland ; all of which, if the obfervations of both 
officers were equally correct, would, it was fuppofed, be found con- 
tiguous to each other. Lieutenant Ball was diredled to land upon the 
ifland, if landing fhould be found pradicable ; and to determine, if 
he could, the extent and fituation of the fhoals. 

On thefe fervices the Supply failed*on the 6th of the month, on 
which day the Governor fet off with a party op a fecond excurfion to 
Broken Bay, in the hope of being able, from the head of that har- 
bour, to reach the mountains inland. His Excellency returned tp the 
fettlemcnt on the evening of the i6th, having difcovered a capacious 
frefh- water river emptying itfelf into Broken Bay and extending to 
the weftward. He was compelled to return without tracing it to its 
fource, not having a fufficient quantity of provifions with him ; but 
immediately made the neceflary preparations for going back to finifh 
his examination of it ; and fet off on that defign with an increafed 
party, and provifions for twenty-one days, on Monday the ^qth. 

The Sirius had, in the gale of wind which fhe met with off Taf- 
man’s Head, fufiained much more damage, and was, upon infpec- 
tion, found to have been weakened much more than was at firfi; con- 
jedlured. This was the greater misfortune, as, from the nature of 
the fituation, many important fervices were yet to be rendered by her 
to the colony. It became, therefore, a matter of public concern to 
have her damages repaired and the fhip firengthened as expeditioufly 
and efficacioufly as their abilities would admit. She accordingly drop- 
ped down to the careening cove toward the latter end of the month. 

The gang employed at the brick fields had hitherto only made ten 
thoufand bricks in a month. A kilb was now conftrudled in which 
thirty thoufand might be burnt off in the fame time; which number 
the overfeer engaged to deliver. 

On July the 14th the Governor returned from his fecond vifit to 
the river, which he named the Hawkefbury, in honour of the noble 
lord of that name. He traced the river a confiderable diftance to the 
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weftward, and was impeded in his farther progrefs by a (hallow which 
he met with a (hort diftance above the hill formerly feen, and then 
named by him Richmond Hill, to the foot of which the courfe of 
the Hawkefbury conducted him and his party. They were deterred 
from remaining any time in the narrow part of the river, as they per- 
ceived evident traces of the frefhes having rifen to the height of from 
twenty to forty feet above the level of the water. They reprefented 
the windings of the river as beautiful and pidurefque, and toward 
Richmond Hill the face of the country appeared more level and open 
than in any other part. The vaft inundations, which had left fuch to- 
kens behind them of the height to which they fwell the river, feemed 
rather unfavourable to the purpofe of fettling near the banks, which 
otherwife would have been convenient and defirable, the advantages 
attending the occupation of an allotment of land on the margin of a 
frefli-water river being fuperior to thofc of any other fituation. The 
foil on the banks of the river was judged to be light ; what it 
was farther inland could not be determined with any certainty, as the 
travellers did not penetrate to any diftance, except at Richmond Hill, 
where the foil appeared to be lefs mixed with fand than that on the 
branches. 

On vifiting the fettlement of Rofe Hill, the convids were all found 
refiding in very good huts, apparently under proper regulations, and 
encouraged to work in the gardens, which they had permillion to cul- 
tivate during fuch hours as were not dedicated to public labour. A 
barrack for the foldiers was erected in the fmall redoubt which had 
been conftrudted, and in which alfo ftood the provifion ftore. Some 
ground had been opened on the other fide of the ftream of water 
which ran into the creek, where a fmall houfe had been built for the 
fuperintendant, under whofe charge were to be placed a barn and 
granaries, in which the produce of the ground then filling with wheat 
and barley was to be depofited. The people of all deferiptions con- 
tinued very healthy ; and the falubrity of the climate rendered medi- 
cine of little ufe. 


Notwith- 
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Notwlthftanding little more than two years had elapfed iince their 
departure from England, ieveral convids about this time {igniHed 
that the refpedive terms for which they had been tranfported had 
expired, and claimed to be reftored to the privileges of free men. 
Unfortunately, by fome unaccountable overlight, the papers necef- 
iary to afcertain thefe psurticulars had been left by the mafters of the 
tranfports with their owners in England, inftead of being brought 
out and depoHted in the colony ; and as, thus fltuated, it was 
equally impoiTible to admit or to deny the truth of their alTertions, 
they were told to wait until accounts could be received; and in the 
mean time, by continuing to labour for the public, they would 
be entitled to lhare the public provifions in the (lore. This was 
by no means fatisfadory, as it appeared that they expected an 
afliirance from the Governor of receiving fome gratuity for employ- 
ing their future time and labour for the benefit of the fettlement. 
It muft be acknowledged, that thefe people were moft peculiarly 
and unpleafantly fituated. Confcious in their own minds that the fen- 
tence of the law had been fulfilled upon them, it mufl have ap- 
peared, and certainly was, unjufl that they fhould be compelled to 
do the duty of convids, and be confidered as fuch : yet, fituated as 
the Governor was, he had no alternative. 

In the infancy of the colony, however, but little was to be 
gained by their being reftored to the rights and privileges of free 
people ; as no one was in pofTeflion of fu^ abundance as to afford to 
fupport another independent of the public ftore. Every man, there- 
fore, muft have wrought for his provifions ; and if they had been 
gratified in their expe^ation of being paid for their labour, the 
price of provifions would have been found equal, if not fuperior, to 
any value that they could have fet upon their time and labour for 
the public. As thefe confiderations muft have offered therafelves to 
the notice of many good underftaridings which were among them, 
it was conjc£l-'ire'J, that the diffatisfadlion which evidently prevailed 
on this fubjedt was fet on foot and fomented by fome evil-defigning 
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fpiritg aad aOTociates ia former iniquities. The Governor, however, 
terminated this bufmefs for the prefent, by dire^ing the Judge- 
advocate to take the affidavits of fuch perfoos as would make oath 
that they had ferved the term prefcribed by the law, and by recom- 
mending them to work for the public until fome information ihould 
be received from Government on that head. 
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G H A P. IV. 

INTELLIGENCE FB.OM NORFOLK ISLAND.— POLICE ESTABLISHED AT THE 
PRINCIPAL SETTLEMENT. — A SUCCESSFUL HAUL OF FIsH. — PROVISIONS 
BEGIN TO FAIL. — NATIVES. — A LAUNCH COMPLETED. — RATS. — RATION 
REDUCED TO TWO- THIRDS — THE SIRIUS RETURNS TO THE COVE. — ONE 
OF HER MATES LOST IN THE WOODS. — THE SUPPLY SAILS FOR NORFOLK 
ISLAND. — A FEMALE CONVICT EXECUTED. — TWO NATIVES TAKEN.— 
LIEUTENANT DAWEs’s EXCURSION. — THE SUPPLY RETURNS. — TRANS- 
ACTIONS. 

every ctrcumftance became of importance that might in its ten- 
dency forward or retard the day whereon the colony was to be 
pronounced independent of the mother-country for provifions, it was 
foon obferved with concern, that hitherto by far a greater proportion 
of males than females had been produced by the animals which had 
been taken out for the purpofe of breeding. This in any other fitua- 
tion might not have been fo particularly noticed j but here, where a 
country was to be (locked, a litter of twelve pigs whereof three only 
were females became a fubjedl for converfation and inquiry. Out of 
feven kids which had been produced in one month, one only was a 
female ; and many fimilar inftances had before occurred ; but no par- 
ticular notice was attraded until their frequency rendered them re- 
markable. This circumftance excited an anxious care in every one 
for the prefervation of the few females that were produced j and no 
perfon entertained an idea of flaughiering one of that fort : indeed, 
males were fo abundant, that fortunately there was no occafion. 

On the 7th of Auguft Lieutenant Ball returned from Norfolk Ifland, 
and from an unfuccersfut cruife of nearly fix weeks in fearch of the 
ilTand and fboals for which be had been intruded to look. .He failed 
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over the identical fpot on which Mr. Shortland had fixed the latitudes 
and longitudes of his ifland and {hoal, without feeing either, and 
therefore concluded that they had not been, placed far enough to the 
northward. 

From Norfolk Ifland Lieutenant King wrote, that he had cleared 
fcventecn acres of ground upon the public account, all of which were 
either Town or ready for fowing; that caterpillars had done much da- 
mage to fome wheat which had juft come up ; and that he was ered- 
ing a ftore-houfe capalhle of containing a large quantity of ftores and 
provifions, befides having made a vifible road from Sydney Bay to 
Cafeade Bay. The pine trees, of the utility of which fucli fanguine 
hopes had been entertained, were found to be unfit for large mafts 
and yards, being fhakey or rotten at thirty or forty feet from the 
butt ; the wood was fo brittle that it would not make a good oar, and 
fo porous that the water foaked through the planks of a boat which 
had been built of it. Mr. King alfo lamented their ignorance of the 
proper mode of preparing the flax plant, which rendered it ufelefs to 
them. A Angle pod of cotton had been found on the ifland, and a 
tree had been difeovered, the bark of which was ftrong, and of a tex- 
ture like cotton. A fpccies of bird had alfo been met with which bur- 
rowed in the ground, and had been feen in fuch numbers about the 
fummit of Mount Pitt, the higheft hill in the ifland, that they were 
contemplated as a refource in any future feafon of diftrefs, (hould they 
be found to vifit the ifland at ftated periods, and to depofit their eggs 
on it. Mr. King fpoke well of the general behaviour of the fubje£ts 
of his little government fmee the detedion of their late I'chcme to 
overturn it. 

From the frequent commllfion of offences in this fettlement and at 
Rofe Hill, a favourable report could not be given of the condud of 
the convids; it appeared abfolutely neceflary to devife fome plan 
which might put a flop to their nightly enormities } and the flrft at- 
tempt toward a police was commencetl by eftablifbing a night-watch. 
The following are the heads of the plan : 

K Z 
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The fettUment divided Into four dlftilfts, over each of which 
was placed a watch of three pcrfbns, one principal and two fubordl* 
nate watchmen. TbcfC) being felcded from among thofe eonvida 
whofe condud and charader had been unexceptionable fince their 
landing, were veiled with authority to patrole at all hours in the 
night, to vifit fuch places as might be deemed requtfite for the dif* 
covery of any felony, trefpafs, or mifdcmeanor, and to fecure all per- 
fons that itHght appear to be concerned therein. They were required 
10 detain and give information to the neareft guard-houfe of any fol- 
dier or Teaman who Ihould be found Ilraggling after the tattoo had 
been beat. They were to ufe their utmoll endeavours to trace out 
efienders on receiving accounts of any depredation ; and they were 
Kkewife to take cognizance of fudi 'convids as gamed, or fold or bar- 
tered their flops or provifions, and report them for punifliment. A 
fieturn of all> occurrences waa to be made to the Judge-advocate ; and 
the military were required to furnilh the watch with any afliilance of 
which they m^ht be m need beyond what the civil power could give 
them. They were provided each with a Ihort llaff to diHinguilh them 
•during the night, and to denote their office in the colony ; and were 
aflured that any negligence or mifeondud in the execution of their 
trull would be punilhed with the lumofl rigour. 

It was much' to be regretted, that neceffity had compelled the Go- 
vernor, in feledang the flrd members of this little police, to appoint 
them from a body of men in whoTe eyes, it could not be de- 
nied, the propci^ of individuals had never before- been Tacred. But 
there was not any choice. 

The Sirius, on being clofery infpeded, was found to be To much' 
weakened, that the repairs which were requifite would require the 
labour of lix months. This was unfortunate}, the refources of a 
kingjB yard were not to be found in a careeningrcove at Port Jack- 
fon } people wbo<looked forward beycHid the event of the morrow be- 
gan to think that her fervices might be wanted before Ifae coiild’ be 
in a condition' to render them and it was eonfidered a matter of 
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the utmoft moment, to beftow the labour that Ihe required in as 
little time and with as much (kill as the circumftances of their fitu- 
ation would admit. 

Such attentions as were in the power, of the gentlemen of the co- 
lony were ftiewn to the anniverfary of his Royal Highnefs the Prince 
of Wales’s birth-day } and although the table of their feftivity was not 
crowded with luxuries or delicacies, yet the glafs that was confccrated 
on that occafion to his Royal Highnefs’s name was, perhaps, in no 
part of the Britifh dominions accompanied with more fmcere wilhea 
for his happinefs. 

On the 4th of September the people belonging to the Supply had a 
very large haul of fiih ; their feine was fo full, that had they hauled 
it on (hore it muft have burft ; the ropes of it were therefore made 
faft on (bore, and the feine was fufiered to lie until it was left dry 
by the tide. The fiih were brought up to the fettlement and diftri- 
buted among the nulitary and convifts. A night or two after this, 
a fifliing-boai caught about one hundred dozen of fmall fiflr ; but this 
was precarious, and, happening after the provifions were ferved, no 
other advantage could be derived from the circumftancc, than that of 
every man’s having a lifli meal. 

On the mb, the butter, which had been ferved at fix ounces per 
week to each man in the fettlement, being expended, the like quan- 
tity of fugar was direfted to be ifliied in its (lead. This was the firft 
of the provifions brought from England which had wholly failed j and, 
fortunately, the failure was in an article which could be the beft 
fpared. It never had been very good, and was not, ftridly fpeak- 
ing, a neceflary of life. 

Capuin Hunter, unwilling to lofe any opportunity of rendering a 
fcrvice to the colony, while the repairs of his (hip were going on, 
furveyed the two adjoining harbours of Broken Bay and Botany Bay f 
and corred charts were thus obtained of thefe two harbours, fo admi- 
rably fituated with relation to. Port Jackfon. 


The 
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The natives, who had for feme time pall given very little interrup- 
tion, toward the end of the month attacked one of the quarter- 
mafters of the Sirius, who, being reckoned a good, (hot, was allowed 
to (hoot for the officers and (hip’s company. His account was, that, 
being in the woods, a done was thrown at him from one, of the two 
natives whom he perceived behind him, and that on looking about he 
found difper fed among the trees a number that could not be lefs than 
forty. Wilhing to intimidate them, he feveral times only prefented 
his piece toward them ; but, finding that they followed him, he at 
laft gave them the contents, which happened to be fmalllhot for birds, 
Thefe he replaced with buckihot, and got rid of his troublcforne and 
defigning followers by difeharging his piece a fecond time. They all 
made off ; but fome of them Humbling as they ran, he apprehended 
they had been wounded. This account met with more credit than 
could ufually be allowed to fuch tales, as the perfon who gave it was 
held in great eHimation by the officers of his (hip, both as a man and 
as a feaman. 

Mr. Palmer, the purfer of the Sirius, having occafion to cut tim- 
ber in a cove down the harbour, was vifited by forac natives, who 
took an opportunity of concealing two of his axes in the bulhes. On 
his miffing the implements, the natives went off in fome conderna- 
tion, leaving two children behind them, whom Mr. Palmer detained, 
and would have brought up to the fettlement, had not their friends 
ranfomed them with the property that had been (lolen. 

At Rofe Hill, where the corn promifed well, an emu had been 
killed, which Hood feven feet high, was a female, and when opened 
was found to contain exadly fifty eggs. 

The launch that was begun in May by the carpenter of the Supply, 
being completed, was put into the water on the 5 th of 0<2ober. From 
the quantity of wood ufed in her cooHru^ion, Ihe appeared to be a 
mere bed of timber; and, when launched, was named by the convidls, 
with a felicity that is fonoetimes vifible in the allufiona of lower 
order of people. The Rofe Hill Packet : but (he was afterwards better 
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known by the title of The Lump, a term (lill more appropriate, being 
ftridly applicable to her fize and conftru£lion. She was very foon 
employed in tranfporting provifions to Rofe Hill ; and going up with 
the tide of flood, at the top of high water, (he pafled very well over 
the flats at the upper pait of the harbour. 

Their dd enemies the rats, who worked unfeen, and attacked them 
where they were moil vulnerable, being again obferved in numbers 
about the provifion ftore, the commifTary caufed the provifions to be 
moved out of one ftore into another; for, alas! at this period they 
could be all contained in one. Thefe pernicious vermin were found to 
be very numerous, and the damage that they had done was much greater 
than the ftate of the ftores would admit. From the ftore, fuch as 
efcaped the hunger of the different dogs that were turned loofe 
upon them flew to the gardens of individuals, where they rioted 
upon the Indian corn w'hich was growing, and did confiderable 
mifehief. 

Of the few people who died in O^ober, (one foldier, three women, 
and a child,) one w^as an unhappy woman who had been fent on 
board in a ftate of infanity, and who had remained in that condi- 
tion until the day of her death ; another died in child-bed ; and the 
foldier was carried off by a diforder which he brought with him into 
the country. Thefe circumftances tended to eftablifh the good opi- 
nion which was at firft formed of the falubrity of the climate of 
New South Wales. 

The month of November opened with a ferious, but prudent and 
neceffary alteration in our provifions. The ration which had hifherto- 
bcen iffued was, on the firft of the month, reduced to two-thirds of 
every fpecies; fpirlts excepted, which continued as ufual. This mea- 
fure was calculated to guard againft accidents ; and the neceflity of it 
was obvious to every one, from the great uncertainty as to the time 
when a fupply might arrive from England, and from the Ioffes which 
had been and ftill were occafiooed by rats. Two years’ provifions 
were landed with them in the colony: they had been within two 

months 
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months of that time difembarked, and the public (lore had been aided 
only by a fmall furplus of the provifions vrhich remained of what had 
been furniftied by the contraClor for the paf^ge, and the fupply of 
four months flour which had been received by the Sirius from the 
Cape of Good Hope. All this did not produce fuch an abundance 
as would juftify any longer continuance of the full ration; and, al- 
though it was reafonablc to fuppofe, as they had not hitherto received 
any flipplies, that Ihips would arrive before their prefent dock was 
exhauded ; yet, if the period of diflrefs Ihould ever arrive, the con- 
fcioufnefs that they had early forefeen and drove to guard againd it 
would certainly foftcn the bitternefs of their reflections ; and, 
guarding thus againd the word, that word providentially might ne- 
ver happen. The Governor, whofe humanity was at all times con* 
fpicuous, directed that no alteration Ihould be made in the ration to 
be iflfued to the women. Tjiey were already upon two-thirds of the 
man’s allowance ; and mahy of them either had children who could 
very well have eaten, their own and part of the mother’s ration, or 
they had children at the bread ; and although they did not labour, 
yet their appetites were never fo delicate as to have found the full 
ration too much, had it been iflfued to. them. The fhips* companies 
of the Sirius and Supply differed the fame reduction. 

Thus opened the month of November in this fettlement ; where, 
though they had not the accompanying gloom and vapour of their 
own climate to render it terrific to their minds, yet they had that 
before them in the midd of all their funfhine, which gave it the com- 
plexion of the true November fo inimical to their countrymen. 

It was foon obferved, that of the provifions iflfued at this ration 
on the Saturday, the major part of the convids hud none left on the 
Tuefday night ; it was therefore ordered, that the provifions fhould 
be ferved in future on Saturdays and Wednefdays. By thefe means, 
the days which would otherwife pafs in hunger, or in thieving from 
the few who were more provident, would be divided, and the people 
themielves be more able to perform the labour which was required 
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from them. Overfeers and married men were not included in thU 
order. 

On the 7th, Captain Hunter brotight the Sirius into the cove com- 
pletely repaired, and flie was new in every refpe< 9 : fit for iea. Pre- 
vious to her quitting the careening cove, Mr. Hill, one of the ma(^ 
ter*s mates, having had feme bufinefs at Sydney, was landed on his 
return early in the morning on the North fhore, oppofite Sydney 
Cove, from which the walk to the ihip was fiiort ; but he was never 
afterwards heard of. Parties were fent day after day in queft of him. 
Guns were fired from the Sirius every four hours, night and day, 
but without efte£t. He bad met wkh fome fatal accident, which 
deprived a wife of the pleafurable profpe£t of ever feeing him return 
to her and to his friends. He had once before mified his way ; and 
it was reported, when his lofe was confirmed, that he declared on the 
fatal morning, when ftepping out of the boat, that he expeifted to 
lofe himfeUT again for a day or two. His conjeflure was more than 
confirmed ^ he loft himfelf for ever, and thus added cme to the num- 
ber of thofe unfortunate pedbns who had periihed in the woods of this 
country. 

On the 1 ith, the Supply failed for Norfolk Ifland, having cm board 
fourteen male and female convidls for that colony. She was to ftop 
at Lord Houre Ifiand, to endeavour to procure turtle for this fettle- 
xnent ; a fupply of which, in Its prefenc fituation, would have been 
welcomed, not as a luxury, but as a neceflary erf life. 

The night-watch was found of infinite utility. The opmmifiioa 
of crimes, fince their inftitution, had been evidently lefs frequent, and 
they were infirumental in bringing forwao’d ibr punishment .feveral 
offenders who would otberwife have efcaped. The fear and detefta^ 
tion in which they were held by their fellow-prifoners was one proof 
of their affiduity; and it pofiibly might have been afierted with truth, 
that many ftteets in the metropolis of ‘London weae not fo wed 
guarded and watched as the final!, but rifing town of Sydney, in 
New South Wales. 

X. 
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The fummer was obferved to be the chief feafon of filh. A fiflx- 
ing boat belonging to 4|ie colony had fo many fifli in the feine, 
that, had it not burft at the moment of landing, it was imagined that 
a fufficiency would have been taken to have ferved the fettlement for 
a day ; as it was, a very confiderable quantity was brought in j and 
not long after a boat belonging to the Sirius caught feven-and-forty 
of the large filh, which obtained among them the appellation of 
Light HorfemeOj from the peculiar conformation of the bone of the 
head, which gave the fiih the appearance of having a light horfe- 
mah’s helmet. 

The Governor, after the death of the native who was carried off 
by the fmall-pox, never had loft light of a determination to procure 
another with the firft favourable opportunity. A boat had feveral 
times gone down the harbour for that purpofe ; but without fucceed- 
ing, until the 25th of this month, when the firft lieutenant of the 
Sijrius, accompanied by the mailer, fortunately fecured two natives, 
both men, and took them up to the fettlement. Being well known 
to the children, through their means every alTurance was given them 
of their perfect fafety. They were taken up to the Governor’s, the 
place intended for their future refidence, where fuch reftraint was 
laid upon their perfons- as was judged requifite for their fecurity. 

The alTuranccs of fafety which were give^n them, and the Heps which 
were taken to keep .them in a Hate of .fecurity, were not perfedly 
fatisfadory to the elder of the two j and he fecretly determined to 
take the firft opportunity that offered of , giving his attendants no far- 
ther trouble upon his., account. The negligence' of his keeper very 
foon gave him the opportunity that he defired ; and he made his 
efcape, taking with him into the woods the fetter which had been ri-* 
vetted to his leg, and which every one who knew the circumftance 
imagined he would Aever be able to. remove. His companion woul4 
ba^ .joined him in his flight, jbut fpar det^ne4 Mm a few minutes. too 
late* aod he was feized while tremblingly alive to the joyful profpei^ 
of. elpaping. 
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The huts which were got up on the firft landing of the coIoniRs 
were flight and temporary j every fliower otf rain wafhed a ion of 
the clay from between the interftices of the cabbage-tree of which they 
wer-e conftrudjed j their covering was never tight ; their fize was he- 
ceflTarily fmall and inconvenient ; and although they had not hitherto 
been fo fortunate as to difcover lime-ftone any where near, yet to 
occupy a brick houfc put together with mortar formed of the clay of 
the country, and covered with tiles, became, in point of comparative 
comfort and convenience, an object of foine importance. 

In the courfe of this month the harveft was get in ; the ground in 
cultivation at Rofe Hill produced upwards of two hundred bufliels of 
wheat, about thirty-five bufhels of barley, and a fmall quantity of 
oats and Indian corn ; all of which was intended to be referved for 
feed. At Sydney, the fpot of ground called the Governor’s Farm bad 
been fo wn only with barley, and produced, about twenty-five bufhels. 

A knowledge of the interior parts of this extenfive country, was 
anxioufly defired by every one ; but the difficulty of attaining it, and 
the various employments in which they had all been neceffarily en- 
gaged, had hitherto prevented any material refearches being made. 
The Governor had penetrated to the weftward as far as Richmond 
Hill, perhaps between fifty and fixty miles inland j but beyond that 
diftance all was a blank. Early in this month Lieutenant Dawes, with 
a fmall party, taking with them juft as much provifions as they could 
conveniently carry, fet off on an attempt to reach the weftern moun- 
tains by and from the banks of a frefh water river, firft feen, fobe 
time fince, by Captain Tench, and fuppofed to be a branch of the 
Hawkefbury. From this excurfion he returned on the ninth day, 
without accomplifhing his defign, meeting with nothing, after quit- 
ting the river, but ravines that were nearly inacceffible. He had, ndt- 
withftanding the danger and difficulty of getting on through fuc^ a 
country, reached within eleven miles of the mountains, by compu- 
tation. During his toilfome march he ma with nothing tery remark- 
able, except the impreffions of the dovea feet of an animal differing 
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from other cloven feet hj the great width- of the divifion in each. He 
was not f "tunate enough to fee the animal' that had made them. 

In this journey Lieutenant Dawes’s line of march, unfortunately 
.and unpleafantly for him, happened to lie, nearly from hisfetting out, 
acrofs a line of high and fteep rocky precipices, which required much 
caution in defcending, as well as labour in afcending. Perhaps an 
open country, which might have led him readily anu conveniently to 
the point which he propofed to attain, was lying at no great diitance 
from him either to his right or left. To feek for that, however, might 
have required more time than his ftocic of provifions would have ad- 
mitted ; and he was compelled to return through the fame unprofit- 
able country which he had pafied. 

On the 2ift of December, the Supply returned from Norfolk Ifland, 
having been abfent fix weeks. Lieutenant King wrote, that he ex- 
pedled his harveft would produce from four to fix months’ flour for 
all his inhabitants, exclufive of a referve of double feed for twenty 
acres of ground. Befides this promifing appearance, he had ten acres 
in cultivation with Indian corn, which looked very well. His gar- 
dens had fuffered much by the grub-worm and from a want of rain, 
of which they had had Icarcely any fince the 23d of September. The 
ground which was cleared for the Crown amounted to about twenty- 
eight acreS) and. he was buiied in preparations for building a redoubt 
on an eminence named by him Mount George. 

The Supply, in- her vifit at Lord Howe Ifland, turned eighteen 
turtle fcveral of which, unluckily, dying before fhe reached Norfolk 
Hland, (he coul’d lea.ve only four there, and but three furvived the 
fliort voyage from thence to Port Jackfon. 

The working convias at Sydney had lately been principally em^ 
ployedi in. conftruaing two convenient kitchens and ovens for the ufe 
of the detachment, adjoining to the quarters ^ building a houfe for 
the Judge-advocate forming roads either in or leading to the town ; 
and removing the provifions from the old thatched ftorehoufe to that 
lathe marine quarters, wluch, being, covered with tiles, was not fo 
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liable to an accident by fire, nor likely to prove* fb great an harbour 
for rats, to guard againft whom it had become neceflary to take aa 
mai.y precautions as againft any other enemy. They, however, de- 
feated every care, by working under ground to get in ; and as it was 
now a matter of much moment to preferve every ounce of provifions 
that belonged to us, they were all taken out and re*ftowed with an at- 
tention fuitable to their important value. 

Numberlefs thefts and depredations were at this time committed,, 
particularly on the wheat as it ripened ; this was generally attributed 
to the redudion which had taken place in the ration, of provifions ^ 
and every one dreaded how much the commifiion of them might be 
increafed, if accident or delay ihould render a greater reduction ne- 
celTary, 


CHAP, 



ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [January, 


CHAP. V. 

THE SUPPLY SAILS AGAIN FOR NORFOLK ISLAND. — A PLEASING DELUSION, 
— EXTRAORDINARY DRAUGHT OF FISH. — THE SUPPLY REJURNS FROM 
NORFOLK ISLAND — A LARGE NUMBER OF SETTLERS SENT THITHER ON 
BOARD THE SIRIUS AND SUPPLY. — HEAVY RAINS. —SCARCITY OP PRO- 
VISIONS INCREASING TO AN ALARMING DEGREE.— NEWS BROUGHT OF 
THE LOSS OFTHF. SIRIUS.— ALLOWANCE OF PROVISIONS STILL LOWER RE- 
DUCED.— THE SUPPLY SENT TO BATAVIA FOR RkLIEF.— ROBBERItS FRE- 
QtJENT AND DARING. — ROSE HILL. — SALT, AND FISHING LINtS MADE, — 
THE NATIVES ESCAPE.— TRANSACTIONS, 

^ARLY in January 1790, the Supply failed again for Norfolk 
llland, with twenty-two male and two female convicts : on her 
return (he was to touch at Lord Howe Ifland to procure turtle. 

The flour which had been brought from England did not ferve 
much bey nd the beginning of this month, and that imported from 
tne tjiape now fupplied its place. Every one began to look forward 
with much anxiety to the arrival of fupplies from England ; and, as 
it was reafonable to conclude that every day might bring them on the 
coaft, a fpot proper for the purpofe being marked out, a flag-ftaff was 
ere£tcd on the South head of the harbour, whence, on the appearance 
of a fliip in the ofHng, a fignal might be made, as well to convey the. 
wilhed-for information to the fettlement, as to ferve as a mark for the 
ftranger. To this point were the walks of the inhabitants of Port 
Jackfon daily directed ; fondly indulging a pleaflng deluflon, that the 
very circumftance of looking out for a fail would bring one into 
view. 

A fufficient quantity of fifli having been taken in one night, to ad- 
mit the ferving of two pounds to each man, woman, and child be- 
longing 
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longing to the detachment, the Governor direfted, that a boat (iKnild 
in future be employed three times in the week to fiih for the public ; 
and that the whole quantity caught ihould be ifllied at the above mte 
to every perfon in turn. This allowance was in addition to the ration 
of provifions ; and was received with much fatisfadion feveral times 
during the month. 

The bricklayers were now employed in building a Difpenfary conti- 
guous to the Hofpital j the medicines and chirurgical inftruments 
being much expofed to damps in the place where they had necelTarily 
been kept. 

The firft (ignal from the flag-ftaff at the South head was difplayed 
on the loth of February; and though every imagination firft turned 
to the expeded ftranger, yet happening about the time at which the 
Supply was expeded from Norfolk Ifland, conjedure foon fixed on 
the right objed j and the temporary fulpence was put an end to, by 
word being brought that the Supply, unable to get into Port Jackfon, 
had borne up for Botany Bay, in which harbour Ihe anchored in the 
dulk of the evening. By her Lieutenant King wrote, that his people 
continued healthy, and his fettlement went on well. His wheat had 
turned out twenty fold, notwithftanding he had had much dry wea- 
ther. He ftated, that the convids under his orders had in general 
very good gardens, and that many of them would have a very large 
produce of Indian corn. 

The Supply had not met with any fuccefs at Lord Howe Ifland ; fo 
that no dependance was to be placed on the turtle it might furnifti. 
The ifland had been examined and frefh water found in cavities, 
but not in any current. The Supply had been abfent juft five 
weeks. 

Lieutenant King having conftantly written in high terms of the rich- 
nefs of the foil of Norfolk Ifland, the Governor, on comparing the 
fituation of the convids there and in his fettlement, where their gar- 
dens had not that fertility to boaft of, and where the ration from the 
ilore was with too many haftily devoured, and with moft derived but 

4 an 
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an uncertain and 'fcauty aid from any other fourcey determined, and 
about the middle ol the month announced his determination, to de- 
tach thither a large body of convids, male and female, together with 
two companies of the marines. Some immediate advantages were ex- 
peded to be derived from this meafure ; the garden ground that would 
be left by thofe who embarked would be pofleffed by thofe who 
remained, while the former would on their arrival at Norfolk Ifland 
participate in the produce of luxuriant gardens, in a more conftant 
iupply of fifti, and in the afliftance that was occaiionally obtained 
from the birds which fettled on Mount Pitt. 

At the fame time that this intention was made public, the day of 
their departure was fixed. The whole were to embark on board the 
Sirius and the Supply in the beginning of the following month, and 
were, if no fhip arrived from England to prevent them, to fail on 
the 5th. Should, unfortunately, the necelfity of adopting the meafure 
then exift, the Sirius was to proceed to China diredly from Nor- 
folk Ifland to procure a fupply of prpvifions for the colony. China 
was chofen, under the idea that fait provifions were to be obtained 
there, and that it was preferable to fending to any of the iflands in 
thofe feas, or to the Cape of Good Hope at that feafon of the year, 
when the Sirius and her crew would have had to encounter the cold 
and boifterous weather of a winter’s pafTage. 

As the numbers on Norfolk Ifland would be confiderably in- 
creafed by the arrival of this detachment, the Governor thought the 
prefence of a Lieutenant-governor neceflary, and commanded Major 
Rofs to hold himfelf in readinefs to ad in that capacity. Lieutenant 
King was to be recalled. 

On further confideration, it was deemed moft prudent for the Sirius, 
lifter difembarking the troops at Norfolk Ifland, to return to Port Jack- 
fon, not only for the purpde of wooding and watering, but in the 
hope that the arrival of the expeded fupplies would ere that time 
have rendered the voyage unneceflary ; and it was but reafonable to 
fuppofe that this would happen. The Governor had, in all his dif- 
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patches, uniformly declared the (Irong neccffity there was for having 
at leaft two years provifion in ftore for fome time to come ; and as 
this information, together with an exadl account of the fituation of 
the colony, had been tranfmitted by feven different conveyances, if 
only one had arrived fafely, it could not reafonably be doubted that 
fiipplies would be immediately difpatched. From the length of time 
too which had elapfcd fmee the departure of the laft fhips that failed 
dire<5l for England (full fifteen months), it was reafonable to fuppofe 
that they might arrive within the time that the Sirius would be 
abfent. 

The month of February pafled in the arrangements and prepara- 
tions requilite on the occafion, to which the weather was extremely 
unfavourable ; heavy rains, with gales of wind, prevailing nearly the 
whole time. The rain came down in torrents, filling up every trench 
and cavity which had been dug about the fettlement, and cauflng 
much damage to the miferable mud tenements which were occupied 
by the convicts ; yet, bad as the weather was, feveral gardens were 
robbed, and, as at that time they abounded with melons and pump- 
kins, thefe became the objeeJis of depredation in common with other 
produdions of the garden. 

March commenced with a reduftion in the allowance of fpirits to 
half the ufual quantity. Thus was the gradual decreafe in the ftores 
followed by a diminution of the before fcanty comforts or rather ne- 
ceffaries. 

One immediate confequence, and that an evil one, was, the effeil 
of the intended embarkation for Norfolk Ifland. It being found that 
great quantities of flock vrere killed, an order was immediately given 
to prevent the further deflru£tion of an article fo elfential in their pre- 
fent fituation, until fome neceffary regulations could be publifhed ; but 
the ofiicers and people who were about to embark were not included 
in this prohibition. The mention of future regulations in this order 
inftantly begat an opinion among the convids, that on the departure 
of the fhips all the live flock in the colony would be called in, or 

M that 



82 ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [March, 

that the owners would be deprived of the benehts which might re- 
fult from the polTellion of it. Under colour, therefore, of its belong- 
ing to thofe who were exempted in the late order, nearly all the ftocfc 
in'* the fettlement was in the courfe of a few nights tieftroyed ; a 
wound being thereby given to the independence of the colony, which 
could not eafily be falved, and whofe injurious efleas time and much 
attention alone could remove. 

The expeded fupplies not having arrived on the 3d, the two com-' 
panics of marines with their officers and the colours of the corps 
embarked on board the Sirius and the Supply. With them allb- 
embarked the Lieutenant-governor, and the Icnior affiftant-iurgeon 
of the fettlement. On the day following, one hundred and fi.vtcen 
male and fixty-eight female convids, with twenty-feven children, 
were put on board ; and on the 5th both the ffiips left the Cove. 

Immediately after their departure, the Governor direded his at- 
tention to the regulation of the people who were left at Sydney, 
and to the prefervation of what ftock remained in the colony. For 
thefe purpofcs, he himfelf vifited the different huts and gardens 
whofe tenants had juft quitted them, diftributing them to fuch 
convids as were either in miferable hovels, or without any flielter at 
all. It was true, that by this arrangement the idle found themfelves 
provided for by the labour of many who had been induftrious ; 
but they were at the fame time affured, that unlefs they kept in good 
cultivation the gardens which they were allowed to poffefs, they fhould 
be turned out from the comforts of a good hut, to live under a rock 
or a tree. That they might have time for this purpofe, the afternoon 
of Wednefday, and the whole of Saturday, in each week, were gi- 
ven to them. Much room was made every where by the numbers 
who had embarked (in all two hundred and eighty-one perfonsi j the 
military quarters had a deferted afped ; and the whole fettlement ap- 
peared as if famine had already thinned it of half its numbers. 
The little fociety that had been in the place was broken up, and 

every 
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every man feemed left to brood in foHtary filence over the dreary 
profpefk before him. 

With refpedt to the ftock, his Excellency diredled, that no hogs un- 
der three months old fliould be killed, nor were any to be butchered 
without information being firft given at head-quarters. 

Tliofe who bred poultry were left at liberty to difpofe of it in fucli 
manner as they thought proper ; and the Commiffary was directed to 
purchafe for the ufe of the hofpital fuch-live ftock as the owneis were 
defirous of felling, complying with the above regulations, and receiv- 
ing one (hilling a pound as the price. 

On the 27th of the month, the long-expeded fignal not having 
been difplayed, it became neceflary to put the colony upon a ftill 
fliortcr ration of provifions. It was a painful but a corapullatory 
duty. The Governor direfted that the provifions fiiould in future be 
ferved daily ; for which purpofe the ftorc was to be opened from one 
to three in the afternoon. The ration for the week was to con- 
fift of 

4 pounds of flour, 

2 i pounds of pork, and 
1 i pound of rice j 

and thefe were to be iflTued to every perfon in the fettlement without 
tliftindion ; but, as the public labour muft naturally be affeded by 
this redudion, the working-hours were in future to be from fun-rife, 
with a fmall interval for breakfaft, until one o’clock ; the afternoons 
were to be allowed the people to receive their provifions and work in 
their gardens. Thefe alterations in the ration and in the hours of la- 
bour, however, were not to commence until the firft of the following 
month. 

At Rofe Hill fimilar regulations were made by the Governor. The 
garden-ground was enlarged ; thofe who were in bad huts were 
placed in better ; and every thing was faid and done that could ftimu- 
late them to be induftrious. Still robberies were daily and nightly 
committed. Damage was alfo received from the little ftock which 
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remained alive ; the owners, not having w'herewith. to feed them, 
were obliged to turn them loofe to browfe among the grafs and Ihrubs, 
or turn up the ground for the fern-root ; and as they wandered with- 
out any one to prevent their doing mifchief, they but too often found 
an eafy paflage over , fences and through barriers which were now 
grown weak and perilhing. It was ordered, however, that the (lock 
ihould be kept up during the night ; and every damage that could be 
proved to have been fuftained during that time was to be made good 
by the owners ; or the animals themfelves were to be forfeited. 

The carpenters were employed in preparing a roof for a new ftore- 
houfe, thofe which w'ere firft eredled being faft decaying. It was ne- 
ver expected to get up a building of one hundred feet in front, which 
this was defigned to be, upon fo reduced a ration as tlie prefent ; but 
while the people did labour, it was proper to turn that little labour to 
the public account. 

The working gangs being now fo much reduced by the late em- 
barkation, the hoy was employed in bringing the timber neceflary for 
this building from the coves where it was cut down and depofited for 
that purpofe. This veffel was, when unemployed for public ferviccs, 
given to the officers, and by them fent down the harbour to procure 
cabbage-tree for their flock, in the prefervation and maintenance of 
which every one felt an immediate and anxious concern. 

The weather had been very wet during this month j torrents of 
rain again laid every place under water ; and many little habitations, 
which had withflood the inundations of the lall month, now fuf- 
fered confiderably. 

With the firft of April the reduced ration, and the change in the 
working hours commenced j much time was not confumed at the 
ftore, and the people went away to drefs the fcanty allowance which 
they had received. 

Attention to religious duties was never omitted, and Divine fervice 
was performed on the morning of Good Friday ; when the convidls 
were recoijxmended to employ the remainder of it in working in 

their 
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their gardens. oBut, notwithftanding the evident necefiity that ex- 
ifted-^or every man’s endeavouring to affift himfelf, very few were 
obferved to be fo profitably occupied. 

As every faving that could be made in the article of provifions was 
of confequence in the prefent fituation of the (lores, it was diredled on 
the 3d, that fuch fi(h as Ihould in future be taken by the public boats 
ihould be ilTued at the (lore, in the proportion of ten pounds of fifli 
to two pounds and a • half of pork ; and one hundred and fifty 
pounds of fi(h, which had been brought up before the iffuing of 
provifions commenced on that day, were ferved out agreeable to 
that order. 

At this time the Supply returned from Norfolk Idand, with an ac- 
count of a difafter which depreffed even the unthinking part of the 
inhabitants, and occafioned univerfal difmay. A load of .accumulated 
evils feemed burfting upon their heads. The (liips that had fo long 
been cxpedled with fupplies were dill anxioufly looked for ; and the 
Sirius, which was to have gone in quell of relief to their diftrelTcs, 
was loft upon the reef at Norfolk Ifland, on the' 19th of the pre- 
ceding month. This was a blow which, as it was unexpe<fted, fell 
w'ith increafed weight j and on every individual the whole weight 
feemed to have fallen. 

This untoward accident happened in the following manner: Cap>» 
tain Hunter had been extremely fortunate in a paflage of only feven 
days. The foldiers, and mod part of the convids, were landed in 
Cafeade Bay, which happened at the time to be the leeward fide of 
the idand. Bad weather immediately enfued, and, continuing for fe- 
veral days, the provifions could not be landed, fo high was the furf 
occafioned by it. This delay, together with a knowledge that the 
provifions on the idand were not adequate to the additional numbers 
that were now to be vidualled, caufed him to be particularly anxious 
to get provifions on (hore. The bad weather had feparated the Sirius 
from the Supply ; but meeting with a favourable flant of wind on the 
19th, Captain Hunter gained the idand from which he had been dri- 
ven. 
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ven, and ftood for Sydney Bay at the South end of it, where he 
found the Supply j and it being fignified by fignal from the fliore, 
(where they could form the beft judgment,) that the landing might be 
effedlcd with any boat, he brought- to in the windward part of the 
bay, with the (hip’s licad off the (Itore. Boats had put off from the 
fl)ip, it being perceived that fl^e fettled very much to lecw^ard, the 
tacks were got on board, and every fail fet that was poflible to get 
her free from (hore. Notwithlianding which, (he could not weather 
the reef off the South-weft end of the bay, the wind having at that 
time (hifted very unfavQurably. The (Irip was then thrown in flays, 
which (he mifled, being with great difficulty wore clear of the break- 
ers, and brought to the wind on the other tack, when every fail was 
again fet. Finding that (lie dill drifted fall upon the (hore, another 
attempt was made to flay her; but being out of trim it did not fuc- 
cecd. Ail the (hcets and hallyards were then let fly, and ah anchor 
cut aw'ay ; but before it reached the ground (he (truck with violence 
on' the reef, very foon bulged, and w'as irrecoverably loft. Her of- 
ficers and peopld were all faved, having been dragged on (hore, 
through the furf, on a grating. 

This day, which untoward circumllances had rendered fo difmal, 
■was remarkably fine, and at the unfortunate moment of this cala- 
mity there v»as very little w'ind. On the fecond day after, pcrmil- 
fion w'as given to two convids to go oft* to the fliip, and endeavour 
to bring on (hore what live hogs they might be able to fave ; but, 
with all that lamentable want of refolution and confideration which 
was charaiSteriftic of thefe people when any temptation was placed 
before them, they both got intoxicated with what liquor had efcaped 
the plunder of the fcamen, and fet the (hip on fire in two places. A 
light on board the (hip being obferved from the (Hore, feveral (hot 
were fired at it ; but the poor wretches would neither put it out, nor 
come on (hore ; when a young man, a conviil, with great intrepidity 
went off through the furf, extinguiflied the fire, and forced them out 
of the ftiip. 
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The LieutenanNgovernor, immediately after the lofs of the Sirius, 
^called a council of all the naval and marine officers in the fettlement ; 
when it was unanimoufly determined, that martial law fhould be pro- 
claimed ; that all private flock (poultry excepted) fhould be confi* 
dered as the property of the Hate ; that juftice fhould be adminiftered 
by a court-martial, to be compofcd of fcven officers, five of w^hom 
were to concur in a fentence of death ; and that there ihould be two 
locks upon the door of the public florc, whereof one key was to be 
in the keeping of a perfon appointed by Captain Hunter in behalf 
of the feamen ; the other to be kept by a perfon to be appointed in 
behalf of the military. The day following, the troops, feamen, and 
ccnvicls, being afl'embled, thefe refolutions were publicly read j and 
the whole confirmed their engagement of abiding by them by paffing 
under the king’s colour, which was difplayed on the occafion. 

The general melancholy which prevailed in the fettlement when 
the above unwelcome intelligence was made public, need not be de- 
feribed ; and when the Supply came to an anchor in the cove every 
bne looked up to her as to their only remaining hope. 

In this exigency, the Governor thought it neceflary to affemble all 
the officers of the fettlement, civil and military, to determine on what 
meafures were neceffary to be adopted. At this meeting, when the 
fituation of the colony was thoroughly weighed and placed in every 
point of view, it was determined to reduce flill lower what w'as 
already too low ; the ration was to be no more than two pounds and 
a half of flour, two pounds of pork, one pint of peas, and one 
pound of rice, for each perfon for feven days. This allowance was 
to be iffued to all deferiptions of people in the colony, children under 
eighteen months excepted, who were to have only one pound of fait 
meat. Every exertion was to be made both at Sydney and at Bo- 
tany Bay, in fifhing for the general benefit. All private boats were 
to be furrendered to the public ufe ; every eflTort was to be put in 
pradlice to prevent the robbing of gardens ; and, as one ftep toward 
this, all fufpicious charafters were fecured and locked up during the 
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night. People were employed to kill, Tor the public, fiich animals as 
the country afforded ; and every ftep was taken that could fave a 
pound of the fait provifions in ftore. It was propofed to take all the 
hogs in the fcttlement as public property ; but as it was abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to keep fome breeding fows, and the flock being fmall and 
very poor, that idea was abandoned. 

It was well known, that the integrity of the people employed in 
flfhing could not be depended upon; the officers of the fettlement 
therefore voluntarily took upon themfelves the unpicafant talk of fu- 
perintending them, and the fifliing-boat in future never went out 
without an officer either, by day or night; but the quantity of 
fifli taken in this month, after the yth, was not often much more 
than equal to fupplying the people employed in the boats with one 
pound of fifli per man, which was allowed them in addition to their 
ration. 

The fmall boats, the property of individuals, were therefore returned 
to their owners, and the people who had been employed in them, 
together with the feamen of the Sirius, now there, were placed in 
the large boats belonging to the fettlement. 

Neither was much advantage gained by employing people to flioot 
for the fettlement. At the end of the month only three fmall kan- 

0 * p 

gooroos had been brought in. 

The necelfity for procuring relief became every day more preffing. 
The voyage of the Sirius to China was at an end ; and nothing had 
yet arrived from England, though hourly expelled. It was the na- 
tural and general opinion, that their prefent fituation was to be attri- 
buted to accident rather than procraftination. It was more probable, 
that the veffels which had been difpatched by the Britifli government 
had met with fome diftrefs, that had either compelled them to return, 
or had wholly prevented them from any further profecution of the. 
voyage, than that any delay (hould have taken place in their depar- 
ture. The Governorj therefore, determined on fending the Supply 
armed tender to Batavia ; and, as her commander was moft zealoufly 
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active in his preparations for the voyage, fhc was foon ready for fea. 
Her tonnage, however, was trifling, when compared with their necef- 
fitics. Lieutenant Ball was, therefore, direded to procure a.fupply 
of eight montlus’ provifions for hinifelf, and to hire a veflol and pur- 
chafe two hundred thoufand pounds of flour, eighty thoufand pounds 
of beef, fixty thoufand pounds of pork, and feventy thoufand pounds 
of rice ; together with fonie ncceifaries for the hofpital. The expec- 
tation of thi»?relief was indeed diftant ; hut it was more to be de- 
pended upon than that which might be coming from England. A 
given time was fixed for the return of the Supply ; but it was im- 
poflible to fay when a vefTel might arrive from Europe. In the mean 
lime, whatever might be their diftrefs, it would be fome alleviation 
to look on to a certain fixed period when it might be expe<fled to be 
removed. Lieutenant Ball’s paflfage lay through the regions of fine 
weather j and the hope of every one was fixed upon the little veflel 
that w'as to convey him ; yet it was painful to contemplate their ex- 
iftence as depending upon her fafety ; to confider that a rough fea, 
a hidden rock, or the violence of elemental ftrife, might in one fa- 
tal moment precipitate them, with the little bark which had all their 
hopes on board, to the loweft abyfs of mifery. In the well-known 
ability and undoubted exertions of her commander, however, under 
God, all placed their dependence; and from that principle, when fhe 
failed, inftead of prediding mifchance, they all, with one wifli for 
her return, fixed and anticipated the period at which it might reafon- 
ably be expeded. 

vihe failed on the 17th of April, having on board Lieutenant King, 
the late commandant of Norfolk Ifland, who was charged with the 
Governor’s difpatches for the Secretary of State, and Mr. Miller, 
the late Commiffary, whofe ill ftaie of health obliged him to quit the 
country. Mr. Palmer, the purfer of the Sirius, was appointed in his 
place. The following was the ftate of the provifions in the ftore at 
this time : 
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Pork 23,851 pounds. 

Beef 1,280 ditto. 

Rice 24,455 ditto. 

Peafe 17 bufhels. 

Flour 56,884 pounds. 

Bifcuit 1,924 ditto. 

The duration of the Supply’s voyage was generally expefted to be 
fix months ; a period at which, if no relief arrived in the mean time 
from England, they would be found, even at the prefent miferable 
allowance, without fait provifions, rice, and peafe. 

The Governor, from a motive that did him immortal honour, in 
this feafon of general diftrefs, gave up three hundred weight of flour 
which was his Excellency’s private property j declaring, that he wifhed 
not to fee any more at his table than the ration which was received 
in common from the public (lore, without any diftindion of perfons ; 
and to this refolution he rigidly adhered, wilhing that if a convid 
complained, he might fee that want was not unfelt even at Govern- 
ment-houl'e. 

On the 20th of April, the following was the ration ilTued from the 
public ftore to each man for feven days : 

Flour 2i pounds. 

Rice 2 pounds. 

Pork 2 pounds. 

Was this a ration for a labouring man ? The two pounds of pork, 
when boiled, from the length of time that it had been in /lore, 
ihrunk away to nearly nothing ; and, when divided, barely afforded 
three or four morfels. 

The inevitable confequence of this fcarcity of provifions enfued ; 
labour flood nearly fufpended for want of energy to proceed ; and the 
countenances of the people plainly befpoke the hardiliips which they 
underwent. The convids, however, were employed for the public in 
the forenoon ; and fuch labour was obtained from them as their fitua- 
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tion would allow. The guard-houfe on the Eaft fide was finilhed and 
taken pofleflion of during the month. 

The Governor had alTembled the convifts and informed them that 
very fevere punifhment would follow the conviftion of perfons guilty of 
robbing gardens ; and he at the fame time ftrongly inculcated the ab- 
folute neceflity that exifted for every man to cultivate his own garden. 
To the few who, from never having been induftrious, had not any 
ground fown or planted with vegetables, he allotted a fmall but fuf- 
ficicnt fpot for their ufe, and encouraged them in their labour by 
his prefence and diredions j but they preferred any thing to honeft 
induftry, and availed themfclves of the peculiar fituation of the co- 
lony to commit thefts, which it became neceflary to punilh with 
great feverity. One convid was executed. Thofe people, though 
the major part of them were, during the night, locked up, were 
ever on the watch to commit depredations on the unwary during 
the hours when they were at large, and never fuffered an opportunity 
to cfcape them. A female convid was robbed of her week’s provi- 
fions ; and as it was impoflible to replace them from the public ftore, 
Ihe was left to fubfift on what Ihe could obtain from the bounty 
(never more truly laudable than at this diftrefling jundure) of others 
who commiferated her fituation. One poor woman about this time 
killed herfclf by over-loading her ftomach with flour and greens which 
ihe had made into a mefs. 

The expedient of (hooting for the public not being found to an- 
fwer, fixty pounds of pork only having been faved, the game-killers 
were called in, and the general exertion was direded to the bufinefs 
of fifliing. 

It was naturally expeded, that the miferable allowance which was 
ilTued would affed the healths of the labouring convids. A circum- 
flance occurred in the month of May, which feemed to favour this 
idea : an elderly man dropped down at the ftore. Fainting with hun- 
ger, and unable through age to hold up any longer, he was carried 
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the holpital, Vhere he died the next morning. On being opened, 
his ftomach was found quite empty. 

The colony had hitherto been fupplied with fait from the public 
ftores, a quantity being always fliaken off from the fait provifions, 
and referved for ufe by the ftore-keepers j but the daily confumption 
of fait provifions was now become fo inconfiderable, and they had 
been fo long in ftore, that little or none of that article was to be pro- 
cured. Two large iron boilers were therefore eredted at the Eaft point 
of the cove ; fome people were employed to boil the fait water, and 
the fait which was produced by this very Ample procefs was ifliied to 
the convids. 

The AAiing tackle began now to decreafe with their other necef- 
faries. To remedy this inconvenience, they were driven by ne^ 
ceffity to avail themfelves of fome knowledge which had been 
gained from the natives ; and a convid, a rope-maker, was employed 
to.fpin lines from the bark of a tree which they ufed for the fame 
purpofe. 

The native who had been taken in November convinced his cap- 
tors how far before every other conAderation he deemed the poAeflion 
of his liberty, by very artfully effe^ling his efcape from the Governor’s 
houfe, where he had been treated with every indulgence, and had en- 
joyed every comfort which it was in his Excellency’s power to give 
him. He managed his efcape fo ingenioufly, that it was not fuf- 
pe£ted until he had completed it, and all fearch was rendered fruitlefs. 
The boy and the girl appeared to remain perfedly contented among 
them, but declared that they knew their countryman would never 
return. 

The greateft quantity of Afli caught at any one time during the 
month of May was two hundred pounds. Once indeed the feine was 
full } but through either the ignorance or the wilfulnefs of the people 
employed to land it, the greateft part of its contents efcaped. All 
together upwards of two thoufand pounds . were taken in the courle 
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of the month, which produced a faving of five hundred pounds of 
pork at the ftore, the allowance of thirty-one men for four weeks. 

Very little labour could be expedled from men who had nothing to 
eat. Neverthelefs, as it was neceflary to think of fome preparations 
for the next feafon, the convicts were employed in getting the ground 
ready both at Sydney and at Rofe Hill for the reception of wheat and 
barley. The quantity of either article, however, to be now fown, fell 
far ihort of what their neceffities required. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

THE LADY JULIANA TRANSPORT ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND.— -THE GUAR- 
DIAN. HIS majesty’s BIRtH-DAY.— THANKSGIVING FOR HIS MAJESTY’S 

RECOVERY. — THE JUSTINIAN STORESHIP ARRIVES.— FULL RATION OR- 
DERED.— THREE TRANSPORTS ARRIVE.— HORRID STATE OF THE CON* 

VICTS ON BOARD. SICK LANDED.— INSTANCE OF SAGACITY IN A DOG.— 

MORTALITY AND NUMBER OF SICK. — A TOWN MARKED OUT AT ROSE 
HILL. — WORKS IN HAND AT SYDNEY. — INSTRUCTIONS RESPECTING 
GRANTS OF LAND.— BOAT UPSET AND PEOPLE DROWNED. — CONVICTS’ 
CLAIMS ON THE MASTER OF THE NEPTUNE. — TRANSACTIONS. — WHALE. 
—GOVERNOR PHILLIP WOUNDED BY A NATIVE. — INTERCOURSE OPENED 
WITH THE NATIVES.— GREAT HAUL OF FISH.— CONVICTS ABSCOND WITH 
.A BOAT.— WORKS.— want OF RAIN. 

'J'HE firft and fecond days of June were exceedingly unfavourable 
to the fituation of the unhappy colonifts of Port Jackfon ; heavy 
rain and blowing weather obftru£ted labour and prevented filhing. 
But it was decreed, that on the third they Ihould experience I’enfations 
to which they had been ftrangers ever fmee their departure from 
England. About half paft three in the afternoon, to the inexpref- 
fible fatisfadion of every heart in the fettlement, the long-lookcd-for 
fignal was made for a fliip at the South Head. Every countenance 
was inftantly cheered, and wore the lively expreffions of eagernefs, 
joy, and anxiety ; the whole fettlement was in motion and confufion. 
Notwithftanding it blew very ftrong at the time, the Governor’s fc- 
cretary, accompanied by two other gentlemen, immediately went off, 
and at fome rilk (for a heavy fea was running in the harbour’s mouth) 
reached the (hip for which the fignal had been made juft in time to 
give direftions which placed her in fafety in Spring Cove. She 
proved to be the Lady Juliana tranfport from London, laft from Ply- 
mouth ; 



OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


95 


lygx] 

mouth j from which latter place they learned, with no fmall degree 
of wonder and mortification, that fhc failed on the 29111 of July (lull 
ten months before) with two hundred and twenty- two female con- 
vidls on board. 

They had long conjc^lurcd, that the non-arrival of fupplies muft be 
owing either to accident or delays in the voyage, and not to any 
backward nefs on the part of Government in fending them out. They 
now found that their difappointnient was to be aferibed to both mif- 
fortune and delay. The Lady Juliana, it has been feen, failed in July 
laft ; and in the month of September following his Majefty’s flii,p 
Guardian, of forty-four guns, commanded by Lieutenant Edward 
Riou, failed from England, having on board (with what was in the 
Lady Juliana) two years’ provifions for the fettlementj a fupply of 
clothing for the marines ; together with a large quantity of fails and 
cordage, with fixteen chefts of medicines ; fifteen calks of wine j a 
quantity of blankets and bedding for the hofpital ; and a large fupply 
of unmade clothing for the convicts ; with an ample aflbrtmcnt of 
tools and implements of agriculture. 

At the Cape of Good Hope Lieutenant Riou took on board a 
quantity of flock for the fettlement, and completed a • garden which 
had been prepared under the immediate infpedlion of Sir Jofeph 
Banks, and in which there were one hundred and fifty of the fineft 
fruit trees, feveral of them bearing fruit. 

There was fcarcely an officer in the colony that had not his fliare of 
private property embarked on board of this richly-freighted fhip. 

But it was as painful then to learn, as it will ever be to recolleft, 
that on the 23d day of December preceding, the Guardian ftruck 
againft an ifland of ice in latitude 45® 54' South, and longitude 
41^ 30' Eaft, whereby fhe received fo much injury, that Lieutenant 
Riou was compelled, in order to fave her from inftantly finking, to 
throw overboard the greateft part of her valuable cargo both on the 
public and private account. The ftock was killed (feven horfes, fix- 
teen cows, two bulls, a number of flieep, goats, and two deer), the 
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garden deftroyed, and the fhip herfelf faved only by the interpofition 
of Providence, and the admirable conduct of the commander. 

The Guardian was a faft-failing Ihip, and would probably have 
reached her deftined port in the latter end of January or the begin- 
ning of February. At that period the large quantity of live flock in 
the colony was daily increafing ; the people required for labour were, 
comparatively with their prefent ftate, ftrong and healthy; the necef- 
fity for dividing the convidls, and fending the Sirius to Norfolk Ifland, 
would not have exifted ; the ration of provifions, inflead of the di- 
minutions which had been ncceflarily dircdled, would have been in- 
creafed to the full allowance ; and the tillage of the ground confe- 
quently proceeded in with that fpirit which muft be exerted to the 
utmoft before the fettlement could render itfelf independent of the 
mother country for fubfiftence. 

But to what a diftance was that period now thrown by this moft 
unfortunate accident, and by the delay which took place in the voyage 
of the Lady Juliana 1 Government had placed a naval officer in 
that tranfport. Lieutenant Thomas Edgar, for the purpofe of feeing 
juftice done to the convids with regard to their provifions, clcan- 
linefs, &c. and to guard againft any delays on the voyage. Being 
direded to follow the route of the Sirius and her convoy, he called 
at. TencrifFe and St. Jago, flayed feven weeks at Rio de Janeiro, and 
one month at the Cape of Good Hope, completing his circuitous 
voyage of ten months by arriving at Port Jackfon on the third day 
of June 1790. 

On Lieutenant Edgar’s arrival at the Cape, he had found the Guar- 
dian lying there, Lieutenant Riou having juft fafely regained that 
port, from which he had failed but a fhort time before, with every 
fair profped of fpeedily and happily executing the orders with which 
he was entrufted, and of conveying to the colony the affiftaneV: of 
' which it flood fo much in need. Unhappily for them, flie was now 
lying a wreck, with difficulty, and at an immenfe expence, preferved 
from finking at her anchors. 
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Government had (ent out in the Guardian twenty-6ve male con- 
Vifts, who were either farmers or artificers, with feven perfons en- 
gaged to ferve as Aiperintendants with falaries of forty pounds per an- 
num each. Of thefe, two, who were profefied gardeners, were fup- 
pofed to be drowned, having left the Chip foon after (he (Iruck, with 
feveral other perfons in boats, and not been heard of when the Lady 
Juliana left the Cape. Of five boats which had left the (hip, only one, 
the long boat, conducted her palTengers through the perilous under- 
taking ; and (he was picked up after many days failing, by a French 
fliip. 

One third of the (lores and provifions intended for the colony were 
put on board the tranfport, the remaining two-thirds were on board 
the Guardian ; none of which, it was fuppofed, would ever reach the 
fettlement, the fmall quantity excepted (feventy-five barrels of flour) 
which was put on board the tranfport at the Cape. The Dutch at 
that place were profiting by the misfortune of the greatly difappointed 
inhabitants of Port Jackfon j their warehoufes being let out at an im- 
menfe expence to receive fuch of the provifions and (lores as remained 
on board the Guardian when (he got in. 

In addition to the above diftre(fing circumilance, they learned that 
one thoufand convi^ls were to fail at the latter end of the laft year. 
The joy which had been diffufed by the arrival of the tranfport was 
confiderably checked by the variety of unpleafant and unwelcome in- 
telligence which (he conveyed. TI.ey were informed that their be- 
loved fovereign had been for fome months affli£led with a dangerous 
and alarming illnefs, though happily now recovered. Their diftance 
from his perfon had not leifened their attachment ; and the day fol- 
lowing the receipt of this information, being the anniverfary of his 
Majefty’s biith, it was kept with every mark of difiindion in their 
power. The Governor pardoned all offenders who were under con- 
finement ; the ration was increafed for that day j all the officers of 
the fettlement and garrifon dined with the Governor, and drank to 
the long and happy reign of their gracious Kingj and Wednefday the 
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9th was appomted for a public thankfglving oa occafion -of his re<^ 
cOvcrjr. 

On the 6th, preparations were made for landing the conviAs fron*^ 
the Lady Juliana ; but in the diftreiled (kuation of the colony, it was- 
not a little mortifying to find on board the firfi Aiip that arrived, a> 
cargo fo unnecelTary and unprofitable as two hundred and twenty-two^ 
females, mftead of a cargo of provifions ; the moft of them, however,, 
appeared in good health, and to have been well treated during their 
long palfagc. The fupply of provifions on board her «ra& fo incon- 
fiderable as to permit only an addition of one pound and a half of 
flour being made in the weekly ration. Had the Guardian arrived,, 
probably the. fettlement would never more have experienced want. 

When the women landed on the nth, many of them appeared to* 
be loaded with the infirmities incident to old age, and to be very im- 
proper fubjeds for any of the purpofes of an infant colony. Infiead 
of being capable of labour, they ieemed to require attendance them- 
feives, and were never likely to be any othor than a burthen to the 
fettlement, which muft fenfddy feel the hardlhip of having to fupport 
by the labour of thofe who could toil, and who at the heft were but 
few, a defeription of people utterly incapable of ufing exertion to- 
ward their own mmntcnance. 

When the women were difembarked, and the provifions and ftores 
landed, it was found that twenty cafks of flour (from the uniitnefs of 
the (hip to perform fuch a voyage, being old and far from tight) were 
totally deftroyed. This was a ferious tofs to them when only four 
pounds of flour conftituted the allowance of that article for a maa 
during feven days. 

From this fituation of difirefa, however, they were fhortly after- 
wards effectually relieved, and the colony might be pronounced to be- 
reftored to comfort, by the arrival (on the 20th) of the Juftiniaii* 
ftorefhip, from England, after a fhort paflkge of only five months* 
This fhip was off the entrance of the harbour on the ad of the 
month, and would have arrived before the Lady Juliana, had not a 
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fudden change of the wind, aided by a current, driven ,her a9 far 
northward as Black Head, where ihe was very nearly loft, but pro* 
videntially efcaped by coining to an anchor, though cloft in with fornix 
dangerous rocks. The wind was dead on the ihore, and the rocks fo 
clofe when ihe anchored, that the rebound of the wave prevented the 
riding any coniiderable ftrain on her cable. Had that failed, the inha* 
bitants of Port Jackfon would never have feen the Juftinisur or her 
valuable cargo, which was found to confift of ftores and provifions, 
trufted, it was true, to one (hip ; but as the had happily arrived in 
fafety, and was full, they all rejoiced that they bad not to wait for 
the arrival of a fecond before the colony could be reftored to its former 
plenty. 

They now learned that three tranfports might be hourly expetfted, 
having on board the thouland convidts of whom they had before 
heard, together with detachments of a corps railed for the iervice of 
this country. 

On the day following the arrival of the Juftinian, every thing 
feemed getting into its former train ; the full ration was ordered to be 
iflued ; inftead of daily, it was t(\be ferved weekly as formerly; and 
the drum for labour was tO beat is ■ ufual in the aiisrnQCns at one 
o’clock. How general was the wifti that no future neeeillty might 
ever occafion another redu^on of the ration, or an alteration in the 
labour of the people ! 

That Norfolk Ifland^ whole lituation at this time every one was 
fearful might call loudly for relief, fliould as quickly as poilible reap 
her Ihare of the beneht derived from the arrival of thofe lhips« it was 
intended to fend the Lady Juliana thither; and, as ftie required 
fome repairs, without which flie could not proceed to fca, carpenters 
were feot on board her, and employed to ftieath her bends, which 
were extremely defcdive. 

A Ihop Was opened on Ihore by the mafter of this (hip at a but 
lately occupied as a bakehoufe for the Supply, for the falc of fame 
articles of grocery, glafs, millinery, perfumery and fiationary ; but 
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the rifk of bringing them out having been moft injudicioufly efti- 
mated too highly, as was evident from the increafe on the firft coft, 
which could not be difguifed, they did not go off fo quickly as the 
owners fupjpofed they would. 

A report having been circulated foon after the eftablflhing of 
this fettlement, that a confiderable fom of money had been fub- 
fcribed in England, to be cjcpended in articles for the benefit of the 
convlQis who had embarked, which articles had been entrufted to the 
Rev. Mr. Jbhnfon, to be difpofed’ of according to the intention of the 
fubfcribers, Mr. Johnfon wrote to his friends in England to confute 
this report ; and by the acconnts lately received, it appeared* that no- 
fuch public colledion had ever been made. At Mr. Johnfon’s requeft, 
therefore, the Governor publifhed a contradidHon of the above report 
in the general orders. The convi^s had hitherto imagined that they 
had a right to the articles which had from, time to time been diftri- 
biited among them ; but Mr. Johnfon thought it neceflary that they 
ihould know it was to his bounty alone that they were indebted for 
them, and that, confequently, the partakers of it were to be of his 
own feledion. 

, The female oonviAs who had lately arrived attended divine fervice 
on the firft Sunday after their landing j when Mr. Johnfon, with much 
propriety, in his difcourfe, touched upon their fituation fo forcibly as 
to draw tears from many of thefe unfortunates, who were not yet fo 
hardened as to be infenfible to truth. 

Early on the morning of the 23d, a (ail to the northward was dif- 
cerned from the look-out ; but the weather coming on thick it was 
foon loft fight o£ The bad weather continuing, it was not feen again, 
until the 25th, when word was carried to the fettlement, that a large 
fibip, apparently under jury-mafts> was feen in the offing ; and on the 
following day the Surprife tranfport anchored in the cove from Eng- 
land, having on board, including officers and men, thirty of the New 
South Wales corps j together with two hundred and eighteen convids. 
She failed on the 19th of January from Portfmouth, in company with 
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two other tranfports, with whom fhe parted between the Cape of Good' 
Hope and Port Jackfon. 

They had the mortification to learq, that the- prifbners in this fhip 
were very unhealthy, upwards of one hundred being at that time on 
the fick lift on board. They had been very fickly alfo during the pal^ 
fage, and had buried forty-two of thefc unfortunate people. A port- 
able hofpital had moft fortunately been received by the Jiiftinian, and 
there now appeared but too great a probabtHty- that they, would foon 
have patients enough, to fill it;, for the iignal waa- flying^ at the South 
head for the other tranfports, and they werr expected to be in as un- 
healthy a ftate as that which had juft arrived. 

On the evening of the 28th the Neptune and Scarborough tranf- 
ports anchored off Garden Ifland, and were warped into the Cove on. 
tlie following morning. Nor were they miftaken in their fears of the 
ftate in which they might arrive, aa by noon the following day, two 
hundred fick had been landed from, the difierent tranfports. The 
Weft fide afforded a feene truly diftrefting and miferable j upwards 
of thirty tents were pitched in front of the hofpital (the portable one 
not being yet put up) ; all of which, as well as the adjacent huts, 
were filled with people, many of whom were labouring under the 
complicated difeafes of feurvy and the dyfentery, and others in the 
laft ftage of either of thofe terrible diforders, or yielding to the at- 
tacks of an infectious fever. 

The appearance , of thofe who did not require medical alliffance was- 
lean and emaciated. Several of thefe miferable people died in the 
boats as they were rowing on fhore, or on the wharf as they were 
lifted out of the boats; both the living and. the: dead exhibited 
more horrid fpeCtacles than- had- ever been witneffed in that country. 
All this was to be attributed to confinement, and of the worft fpecies,. 
confinement in a fmall fpace and in irons, not put on fingly, but 
many of them chained together. On board the Scarborough a plan 
had been formed to take the fhip, which would certainly have been 
attempted, but for a difeovery which was fortunately made by one of 

the 



I 0 » ACCOUNT OF THJE INGUSH COLONY 

<jonvi£fc# who hud too much principle to eater into it. Thi$ necef* 
farily”, on board that flilp, occaHoned much future ctrcuinfpedton ; 
but Captain Marlball'a humanitjr confiderably lefTened the feverity 
which the mfnrgeots miglit naturally hare cxpe6tcd. On board the 
other {hips, the maften, who had the entire direaion of the prifonera, 
nerer fuffered them to be at lai^ on deck, and but few at a time 
were permkeed there. Thiaconiequently gave With to many diieafes. 
It waa laid that on board the Neptune feveral had died in irona ; and 
what added to the honor of fuch a drcumftance waa, that their deatha 
were concealed, for the purpofe of iharing their allowance of provi- 
fiona, until chance, and the offenfivenefa of a corpfe, diredted the fur- 
geon, or ibme one who had authority in the ihip, to the fpot where 
U lay. 

A contradl had been entered into by Govemroent with Meflrs. Cal- 
vert, Camden, and King, mcrchanta, of London, for the tranfporting 
of onethou&ndooQvi^ and Government engaged to pay 17I. ya. 6d. 
per head for every eonvifi; they embarked. This fum being as well 
for their provifiona aa for their tranfportation, no'intereft for their 
prefervatioa waa created in the ownere, and the dead were more pro- 
fitable (if profit alone waa confalted by them, and the credit of their 
botife waa not at ftake) than the living. The followingaccountsof the 
numbers who ^ed on board each &ip were given in by the mailers : 


On tward the Lady Juliana 

Moo. 

0 

Women. 

5 

Chikfreo. 

a 

The Surprife 

42 

0 

0 

The Scarborough 

68 

0 

0 

The Neptune 

* 5 * 

II 

2 

m 

— — 



Total 

261 

16 

4 


All pofliUe expedition waa ofed to get the fick on Ihore ; for even 
while , they remained on beard many died. 

Parties were immediately font into the wooda, to collet the acid 
hntry of the country, which for its extreme acetofity was deemed by 

the 
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the furgeons a moft powerful antifcorbutic. Among other regulations^ 
orders were given for baking a certain quantity of flour into pound 
loaves, to be diflributed daily among the lick, as it was not in their 
power to prepare it themfelves. Wine and other necelTaries being, 
given judicioufly among thofe whole lituations required fuch com* 
forts, many of the wretches had recourle to ftratagem to obtain more 
than their (hare, by prefenting themfelves, under different names and 
appearances, to thofe who had the delivery of them^ or by exciting, 
the compaffion of thofe who could order thenw 

Blankets were lent to the hofpital in fufiicrent numbers to make, 
every patient comfortable ; notwithftanding which, they watched the 
moment when any one died to ftrip him of his covering (although 
dying themfelves), and could only be prevented by the utmod vi^- 
lance from exercifing fuch inhumanity in- every inftance. 

On the arrival of the Scarborough, an inlhance of lagacity in a dog. 
occurred, too remarkable to pafs unnoticed. Mr. Marlhall, the mafter 
of the Ihip, on quitting Port Jackfon in May 1799, left a Newfound- 
land dog which he had brought from England, with a friend. Oh 
the return of his old mafter, Hedlor fwam oflf to the Ihip, and^. 
getting on board, recogniieS him, and manifefted, in- every manner 
luitable to his nature, his joy at feeing him ; nor could the animali 
be perfuaded to quit him again, accompanying him always when. he. 
went on Ihore, or returned to the Ihip 

At a raufter of the convids, one man onFiy during the month of 
June was unaccounted for, and his bodf^was afterwards found 
drowned in Long-cove at the back of the fettlement. Upon inquiry 
into the caufe of his death, it appeared that be had been- deteded 
in ftealing fome tobacco from a garden in which, he had been em- 
ployed, and', on being threatened with- punilkment, had abfeonded. 
He was confidered as a well-behaved ipan and as be appears to have 
preferred death to lhame and punilhment, which he had indeed been 
heard to declare he did, and which his death feems to confirm, hi>- 
manity will deem him. worthy of a better fate. 

The 
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TIm; total Dumber of fick .on tbe laft day of June was three hun- 
and forty-nihe. 

The melancholy which tdofed the month of June appeared un- 
changed in the b^inning of July. The morning generally opened 
With d^bfitt^ in the buryi^g-ground the miferable vidtms of the 
nighj^U > E]rery,l^ittoo ipraa 'made to get up the portable hofpital j but, 
li^with;i|a,ii^^lliepr had been afluredthat it had been put up in Lon- 
jiooin a very feWhoura, they could not complete it until the yth, when 
*1^ was intUudy^ fiUod with patients* On the x^th, there were four 
hundred apd <ighty>^dght ^erfons under medical treatment, at and 
about the dreadful' tick lift ! 

Such ‘ the cobvipta frotd'the (hips as were in a tolerable ftate of 
health werd to HofeHiUito be employed in agricultural and other 
labour* A fitbaltern’s detachment from the New South Wales corps 
at fame time fent there to Xflift the marine corps in perform- 
^gthj^^nOtasjr^vty. Ithdrt alfo the Governor in the courfe of the 
month uidr^down tlm lines for a regular town. The principal ftreet 
was maric^ Otic to extend one mile, commencing near the landing- 
place, and running in a diredion Weft:, to the foot of the riling 
ground warned Eofe Hill, on which hU Excellency purpoled to ere^ 
a fmaft hpirte for his own reftdence whenever he Ihould vilit that 
fettlemdnt* Pn each fide of this ftreet, whofe width was to be two 
hundred and five feet, huts were to be erected capable of containing 
ten perfons e^h, and at the diftance of fixty feet from each other; 
and garden ground for each hut was allotted in the rear* As the huts 
were to be built of fuch combuftible materials as wattles aud plafter, 
and to be covered with' thatch, the width of the ftreet, and the dif- 
tance that they were placed from each other, operated as an ufeful 
precaution agali)ft 6re ; and by beginning on fo wide a fcale the in- 
habitants of the town at fome future day would polTcfs their own ac- 
commodations and comforts more readily, each upon his own allot- 
ment, than if crowded into a fmaller fpace. 


While 
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While thefe works were going on at Rofe Hill, the lalxnjring con- 
vi£l8 at Sydney were employed in conftrudinga new brick ftorehoufe, 
difeharging the tranfports, and forming a road from the town to the 
brick-kilns, for the greater eafe and expedition in the bringing-in 
of bricks to the different buildings. 

The (lores now wore a more refpe^lable appearance than they had done 
for a long time. In addition to the proviHons put on board the trans- 
ports in England, Lieutenant Riou had forwarded by thofe (hips four 
hundred tierces of beef and two hundred tierces of pork, which lie 
had Saved from the wreck of the Guardian, and which they had the 
fatisfadion to find were nothing the worfe for the accident which 
befel her. 

The Lady Juliana being found on infpe^Iion to require fuch ex- 
tenffve repairs as would too long delay the difpatching' of the nece(^ 
fary Supplies to Norfolk Iffand, the Governor direi^ed the Surprife' 
transport and Juftinian ftorelhip to proceed thither. The latter, how- 
ever, being ffrff ready for Sea, Sailed on the. 28th, the Captain being 
dire^ed to follow his former orders after landing his ftories at Norfolk 
Iffand, and proceed to Canton to freight home with teas upon account 
of Government. By this Ihip the Governor fent diSpatches to the Se- 
cretary of State. The Lady Juliana failed a day or two after for Can- 
ton. From the extravagant price fet upon his goods by the maffer, 
his {hop had turned out badly ; and it was (aid that be took many ar- 
ticles to Sea which he muft of neceflity throw overboard before he 
reached Canton. 

The Governor had by thele ihips diSpatches from the Secretary of 
State, containing, among other articles of information, inftrudlions re- 
fpe£ling the granting of lands and the allotting of ground in town- 
Ihips. Soon after their arrival it was declared in public orders : 

That, in confequence of dire aflurances that were given to the non-ctmi- 
miflioned ofiBcers and men belonging to the detachment of marines, on 
their embarking for New South Wales (that fuch of them as Ihould be- 
have well ihould be allowed to i|uh die Service on their return to England, 

P or 
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or be dirt- , r. ed abroad upon the relief, and permitted to fettle in that 
country), his Majefly had been gracioufly pleafed to direil the follow- 
ing terms to be held out as an encouragement to fuch non-commif- 
lioned officers and private men of the marines as might be defirous 
of becoming fettlers either at Port Jackfon, or in any of the iilanda 
comprifed within the government of the continent of New South 
Wales, on the arrival of the corps raifed and intended for the fervice 
of that country, and for their relief^ viz. 

To every non-commiffioned officer, an allotment of one hundred 
and thirty acres of land, if Angle; and one hundred and fifty, if 
married. 

To every private man, eighty acres of land, if Angle, one hundred, 
if married ; and ten acres of land for each child at the time of grant- 
ting the allotment ; free of all taxes, quit-rents, and other acknow- 
ledgments, for the term of five years; at the expiration of which 
term to be liable to an annual quit-rent of one (hilling for every fifty 
acres. ' 

As a further , acknowledgment, a bounty was offered of three 
pounds per man to every non-commiffioned officer and private, man 
who would cnlift in the new corps (to form, a company, to be officered 
from the marines) ; and an allotment of double the above proportion 
of land, if they behaved well for five years, to be granted them at the 
expiration of that time ; the faid allotments not to be fubje<^ to any 
or tax for ten years. 

And at their difeharge, at- either of the above periods, they were to 
he fiipplied with clothing and one year’s provifions, with feed-grain, 
toolsi and implements of agriculture. The fervice of a certain num- 
ber of convi^s was to be affigned to. them for their labour when they 
could make it appear that they could feed and clothe them. In Uipfe 
inftruftions no mention was made of granting lands to officers ; and to 
other perfons who might emigrate and be defirous of fettling in this 
country, no greater proportion of land was to be allotted than what 
was to be granted to a noa> commifiioned officer of the marines* . 

Govern- 
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Governmenti between every allotmenti referred to itfelf a fpace 
equal to the largeft grant, on either fide, which, as Crown land, was 
not to be granted, but leafed only to individuals for the term of 
fourteen years. 

Provifion was made for the church, by allotting in each town- 
fhip, which ftiould be marked out, four hundred acres for the main- 
tenance of a minifter; and half of that number was to be allotted for 
the maintenance of a fchool-maftcr. If the allotment Ihould happen 
to be made on the banks of any navigable river, care was to be taken 
that the breadth of each track did not extend along the banks more 
than one-third of the length of fuch track, in order that no fettler 
{hould engrofs more than his proportion of the beneht which would 
accrue from fuch a fituation. And it was direded, that the good and 
the bad land Ihould be as equally divided as circum fiances would allow. 
The original inftrudions (under which each male convid emanci* 
pated or difeharged, if fingle, was to have thirty, if married, fifty, 
and ten acres for every child that he might have at the time of 
fettling,) remained in force. 

The particular conditions required hy the Crown from a fettler 
were, the refiding upon the ground, proceeding to the improvement 
and cultivation of his allotment, and referving fuch of the timber 
thereof as might be fit for naval purpofes for the ufe of his 

Majefty. 

About the latter end of July a fpermaceti whale w^s feen in the 
harbour, and fome boats went after it with harpoons j but, from the 
ignorance of the people in the ufe of them, the fi£h efcaped unhurt. 
In a few days ^terwards a punt belonging to one of the officers was 
purfued by a whale and overfet } by which accident a raidfhipman of 
the Sirius and two foldicrs were unfortunately drowned. 

The fick lift now confifted of only three hundred and thirty-two 
perfons, and was found to be dwly decreafing:. the mortality was in- 
finitely left at the end than at the beg^ning of the month. 

p 2 
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The Sarprifc failed on the firft of Auguft for Norfolk Ifland, having on 
board thirty-five male and one hundred-and 6fty fomale convifis, with 
two fuperintendants, a deputy commiffary, and an affiftant-furgeon. 

On the 8th of the month the Scarborough failed for Canton, and 
the Neptune was preparing to follow her; when fome of the convids, 
who had come out in that (hip, put in before the Judge-advocate 
their claims upon the Mafter, Mr. Donald Trail, not only for clothing 
and other articles, but for money, \vhich they dated to have been 
taken from them at the time of their embarkation, and which had 
never been reftored to them. Many of thefe claims were difputcd by 
Mr. Trail, and others were fettled to the fatisfadion of the claim- 
ants ; but of their clothing, knives, buckles, &c. he could give no 
other account, than that he was direded by the naval agent to deflroy 
them at their embarkation for obvious reafons, tending to the fafety of 
the ihip and for the prefervation of their healths. 

The Neptune failed on the 24th ; previous to which, information 
having been received that feveral convids purpofed making their ef* 
cape from the colony in her, the Governor fent an armed party of 
foldiers to fearch the ftiip, when two men and one woman were 
found concealed among the fire-wood. They were taken on fliore, 
and the men punifhed for their attempt. 

An excurfion into the country had, in the courfe of the month, been 
made by fome officers. They were abfent fix days ; and on their -re- 
turn reported, that they had proceeded in a diredion S. S, W. of 
Rofe Hill ; that they met with frefh water- running to the north- 
' ward ; found the traces of natives wherever they went ; pafied through 
a very bad country, interfeded every where with deep ravines ; and 
hadf reafpn to think that in rainy weather the run of water which they 
met with rofe above its ordinary level between thirty and forty feet. 
They faw a flock of emus, -twelve in nuoiber. 

It having been found that the arms and ammunition which were 
entrufled to the convids refiding at the difiant farms for their protec- 
tion 
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tion agatnft the natives, were made a very different ofc of, an order 
was given, recalling them, and prohibiting any convids from going 
out with arms, except thofe wlio were licenfed game-killers. 

The Clergyman complaining of non-attendance at divine fervice, 
which, it muft be obfcrved, was generally performed in the open air, 
alike unfheltered from wind and rain, as from the fervour of the fum- 
iner^s fun, it was ordered that three pounds of flour fhould be de- 
duced from the ration of each overfeer, and two pounds from that 
of each labouring convidt, who fhould not attend prayers once on 
each Sunday, unlefs fome reafonable excufe for their abfence fhould 
be afligned. 

In this month one convi£t was executed for fheep-ftealing. The 
prcfervation of flock was an object of fo much confequence to the 
colony, that it had become indifpenfably neceffary to prote^ it by 
every means in their power. Had any lenity been extended to this 
offender, it might have been the caufe of many depredations being 
made upon the flock, which it was hoped his punifhment would' pre- 
vent. 

The female convidls were now employed in making the flops for 
the men, which had been fent out unmade. Each woman that could 
work at her needle had materials for two fhirts given her at a 
time; and, while fo employed, was not to be taken for any other 
labour. 

The florehoufe which was begun in July was finifhed during this 
month. Its dimenfions were, one hundred feet by twenty-two. 

At Rofe Hill the convi&s were employed in conflruding the new 
town which had been marked out, building the huts, and forming the 
principal ftreet. The Governor, who perfonally direded all thefe 
works, caufed a fpot of ground for a capacious garden to be allotted 
for the ufe of the New South Wales corps, contiguous to the fpot 
whereon his' Excellency meant to erefl barracks for that corps. 

The whale ,that occafioned the overturning of a boat, by which 
three lives were loft, had never found its way out of the Wbour, 

but, 
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but, getting on ihore in Manly Bay, was kiiled by the nadT^ aii4 
was the caufe of numbers of them bdng aflembled to partake <ii the 
repafts which it afforded them. x 

Since the efcape of Bennillong, the native, m May, nothing had 
been heard of him, nor had any thing worthy of notice occurred 
among the other natives. In the beginning of September, they were 
brought forward, again by a circumftance which feemed at firll to 
threaten the colony with a lofs that mud have been for Tome time 
feverely felt ; but which was fucceeded by an opening of that ami- 
cable intercourfe with thefe people which the Governor had alwap 
laboured to ellablilh, and which was at lad purchafed by a mod 
unpleafant accident to himfelf, and at the ride of his life. 

Governor Phillip, who had uniformly direded every undertaking in 
perfon fince the formation of the colony, went down in the morning 
of the yth to the South Head, accompanied by two officers, to give 
fome indrudions to the people employed in eretding a column at 
that place. As he was returning to the fettlement, he received infor- 
mation, by a boat which had landed fome gentlemen in the lower 
part of the harbour, who were genng on an excurfitm to Broken Bay, 
that Bennillong had been feen there by them, and had fent the 
Governor, as a prefent, a piece of the whale which was then lying in 
the wadi of the furf on the beach. Anxious to fee him again, the 
Governor^ after taking fome arms from the party at the Look-out 
(which he thought the more requidte in this vidt, as he heard that the 
cove was full of natives), went down and landed at the place where 
the whale was^lying. There he not only faw BenniHoog, but Cole-be 
alfo, who had made his efcape from the Governor*8 houfe a few 
days after his capture. At drd his Excellency truded himfelf alone 
with thefe'people ; but the few months that Bennillong had been away 
had fo altered his perfon, that the Governor, until joined by his 
companions, did not perfef^ly recplled his old acquaintance. This 
native ' had been always much attached to Captain Collins, one of 
the gentlemen .then with the Governor, and tedified with much 

warmth 
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warmth his fatlsfaiflioa at feeing him again* Several articles of 
wearing apparel were '^ven to hhn and his companions (taken for 
that purpofe from the people in the boat, but who, all but one man, 
remained on their oars, to be ready in cafe of any accident) ; and a 
promife was exacted from his Excellency by Bennillong to return in 
two days with more, and alfo with fume hatchets or tomahawks. The 
cove was full of natives allured by the attractions of a whale-feaft j and 
it being remarked, during the conference, that twenty or thirty of them 
were drawing into a circle round the Governor and his friends (who 
had mod inexcufably expofed themfelves), the Governor propofed re- 
tiring to the boat by degrees ; hut Bennillong, who had prefented to 
him feveral natives by name, pointed out one, whom the Governor, 
thinking to take particular notice of. Hepped forward to meet, holding 
out both his hands towards him. The favage not underHanding this 
civility, and perhaps thinking that he was going to feize him as a 
prifoner, lifted a fpear from the grafs with his foot, and, fixing it on 
his throwing-ftick, in an inllant darted it at the Governor. The 
fpear entered a little above the collar-bone, and had been difeharged 
with fuch force that the barb of it came through on the dther fide. 
SeVeral other fpears were thrown, but happily no further mifehief was 
effeded. TheTpear was with difficulty broken by one of the gentle- 
men prefent ; and while the Governor was walking down to the 
boat the people landed with the arms ; but of four mufquets which 
they brought on Ihore one only could be fired. 

The boat had five miles to row before it reached the fettlement ; 
but, the people in her exerting themfelves to the utmoH, the Governor 
was in his houfe in fomething lefs than two hours. The fpear- 
was extracted with much (kill by one of the affiflant-furgeons, who 
immediately pronounced the wound not mortal. 

No other motive could be affigned for this conduct in the favage, t 
than the fuppofed kpprehenfion that fome ill was intended him by the 
Ciovernor ; but it certainly would not have happened had the pre- 
caution of taking even's fmgle muOcet cm been attended, to... 

4 ' The 
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The Governor had always placed too great a confidence in thefe 
people, under an idea that the fight of fire-arms would deter them 
from approaching j he had now, however, been taught a kflTon 
which, it might be preAimed, he would nevv,r ibrget. 

This accident gave caufe to the opening of a communication be- 
tween the natives and the fettlement j which, although attended with 
fuch an unpromifing beginning, it was hoped would be followed with 
good confequences. , 

A few days after the accident, Bennillong, who certainly had not 
any culpable fharc in the tranfaSion, came with his wife and fome 
of his companions to a cove on the North fhore not far from the 
fettlement j where, by means of Boo-roong, the female who lived 
in the Clergyman’s houfe, an interview was eifefled between the 
natives and fome officers, who, at confiderabJe perfonal rifk, went over 
with her. 

At this time the name of the man who wounded the Governor 
was firft known to be Wil-le-me-ring ; and Bennillong made many 
attempts to fix a belief that he had beaten him feverely for the 
aggreffion. Bennillong declared, that he would wait in that fitua- 
tion for fome days, and hoped that the Governor would be able, be- 
fore the expiration of them, to vifit him. On the tenth day after he 
had received the wound, his Excellency was fo far recovered as to go 
to the place, accompanied by feveral officers, all armed. Here he law 
Bennillong and his coii|panion8. Bennillong repeated the aflurancqs 
of his having, in conjunaion with hi- friend Cole-be, feverely beaten 
Wil-le-me-ring, and added, that his throwing the fpear at the Go- 
vernor was entirely the effed of bis fears, and done from the impulfe 
of felf-prefervation. 

The day preceding the Governor’s vifit, the fifliing boats had the 
greateft fuccefs that had yet been met with ; near four thoufand of 
a filh, named by tfie inhabitants, from its fhape only, the falmon 
being taken at two hauls of the feinc. Each fifli weighed on an 
average about five pounds; they were iffued both at Port Jackfon 

and 
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and Rofe Hill ; and between thirty and forty were fent as a con- 
ciliating prefent to Bennillong and his party on the North fliore. 

Thefe circumftances, and the vifit to the natives, in which it was 
C! deavoured to convince them that no animofify was retained on ac- 
cc unt of the late accident, nor refentment harboured againtt any but 
ti c adtual perpetrator of the faft, created a variety in the converfation 
of the day ; and thofe who were defirous of acquiring the language 
were glad of the opportunity which the recently-opened intercourfe 
feemed to promife them. 

In the night of the 26th, a defertion of an extraordinary nature 
took place. Five male convidts conveyed theinfelves, in a fmall flat 
boat called a punt, from Rofe Hill, undifeovered. They here ex- 
changed the punt for a boat, though very fmall and weak, with a 
maft and fail, with which they got out of the harbour. On fending 
to Rofe Hill, people %vere found who eould give an aceount of *heir 
intentions and proceedings, and w'ho knew that the” p rpofed fleer- 
ing for Otaheite, having each taken provifions for one week, their 
clothes and bedding, three iron pots, and fome other utenfils of that 
nature. They had all come out in the laft fleet, and took this method 
of fpeedily accomplifhing their fentences of tranfportation, which were 
for the term of their natural lives. A boat was fent in fearch, but 
returned without difeovering the leafl trace of them. They, no doubt, 
had pufhed direiflly out upon that ocean which, from the wretched 
Rate of the boat wherein they trufled themfelves, muft have proved 
ihcir grave. 

The Governor purpofing to ereft a capacious ftorehoufe and a range 
of barracks at Rofe Hill, a convift, who underftood the bufinefs of 
brick-making, was fent up for the purpofe of manufaduring a quan- 
tity fufiicient for thofe buildings ; a vein of clay having been found 
which it was fuppofed would burn into good bricks. A very conve- 
nient wharf and landing-place were made at that fettlement, and 
twenty- feven huts were in great forwardnefs at the end of the 
month. 

<i- 
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Very flight hopes were entertained of the wheat of this feafon ; for 
extremely dry weather was daily burning it up. Toward the latter 
end of the month fome rain fell, the firft that had deferved the name 
of rain flnee June : but the little which now fell foon ceafed ; and in 
0(fiober the gardens and the corn grounds were again parching for 
want of moifture. The grafs in the woods was fo dried, that a Angle 
fpark would have fet the furrounding country in flames ; an inftance 
of this did happen early in the month, with the wind blowing ftrong 
at N. W. The fire was, however, happily checked. 
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CHAP. VII. 

NATIVES.— 'THE SUPPLY RETURNS PROM BATAVIA.-— TRANSACTIONS THERE. 
— CRIMINAL COURTS.— A BOAT WITH FIVE PEOPLE LOST.— PUBLIC WORKS. 
— A CONVICT WOUNDED BY A NATIVE. — ARMED PARTIES SENT OUT TO 

AVENGE HIM, A DUTCH VESSEL ARRIVES WITH SUPPLIES FROM BATAVIA. 

—DECREA.se by SICKNESS AND CASUALTIES IN 1790. — A NATIVE RILLED. 

— SIGNAL COLOURS STOLEN. THE SUPPLY SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND.— 

PUBLIC WORKS. — TERMS OFFERED FOR THE HIRE OF THE DUTCH SNOW TO 
ENGLAND. — THE SUPPLY RETURNS WITH CAPT. HUNTER FROM NORFOLK 

ISLAND. — TRANSACTIONS. THE SUPPLY SAILS AGAIN FOR NORFOLK 

ISLAND, AND THE WAAKSAMHEYD FOR ENGLAND. WTLLIAM BRYANT 

and OTHER CONVICTS ESCAPE. — RATION REDUCED. — OP.DERS RESPECT- 
ING MARRIAGE. — PORT REGULATIONS. 

jgENNILLONG, after appointing feveral days to vifit the Governor, 
at laft made his appearance, attended by three of his companions. 
The welcome reception which they met with from every one who 
faw them, infpired the ftrangers with fuch a confidence in their enter- 
tainers, that the vifit was foon repeated ; and at length Bennillong 
folicited the Governor to build him a hut at the extremity of the 
eaftern point of the cove. This the Governor, who was very defirous 
of preferving the friendly intercourfe which now fubfifted, readily pro- 
mifcd, and gave the neceffary dirc£tions for its being built. 

Willie they were thus amufing themfelves with thefe children of 
ignorance, the fignal for a fail was made at the South head; and 
fliortly after the Supply anchored in the cove from Batavia, having 
been abfcnt from the fettlement fix months and two days. Lieu- 
tenant Ball had arrived at Batavia on the 6th of July, where he 
hired a vcflel, a Dutch fnow, which was to fail fhortly after him 
with the provifiona that he had purchafed for the colony. While 
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the Supply lay at Batavia the feafon was more uuhealthy than had 
ever been known before j every hofpital was full, and feveral hun- 
dreds of the inhabitants had died. Lieutenant Ball, at this grave of 
Europeans, buried his lieutenant, his gunner, and feveral of his fea- 
mcn. He had tried for fome days to touch at Norfolk Ifland, but 
•inelFeOually, being prevented by an eafterly wind. 

By the return of this veflel feveral comforts were introduced into 
the fettlement ; her commander having paid the kindeft attention to 
the wants of the officers by procuring their refpedive inveftments. 

In his palTage to Batavia, Lieutenant Ball had feen fome iflands ; to 
which, conjedturing, from not finding them in any charts which he 
had on board, that he might claim being the difeoverer of them, he 
gave names accordingly. Although anxious to make an expeditious 
paffage, he had the mortification to be baffled by contrary winds both 
to and from Batavia ; and at that fettlement, infiead of finding the 
Governor-general (to whom in his orders he was directed to apply 
for permiffion to purchafe provifions, and for a fhip to bring them) 
ready to forward the fervice that he came upon, which he reprefented 
as requiring the utmofi expedition, he was referred to the Sabandhaar, 
Mr. N. Engelhard, who, after much delay and pretence of difficulty 
in procuring a veifel, produced one, a fnow, which they efiimated at 
three hundred and fifty tons burthen, and demanded to be paid for 
her at the rate of eighty rix-dollars for every ton freight, amounting 
together to twenty-eight thoufand rix-dollars, each rix-dollar being 
computed at forty-eight Dutch pennies; and the freight was to be 
paid although the vefiel ihould be loft on the paffage. 

As it was iropoffible to hire any veffel there upon more reafonable 
terms, Lieutenant Ball was compelled to engage the one offered. Of 
the provifions that he was inftruded to procure, the whole quantity 
of flour (two hundred thoufand pounds) was not to be had, he being 
able to purchafe only twenty thoufand and twenty-one pounds, for 
which they charged ten ftivers per pound ; an addition of about one- 
third of a penny per pound was charged for grinding it, making, with 
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the charge for the leagers which contained it, and exclufive of the 
freight, every pound of flour coft as nearly as poflible ten-pence 
three farthings. To make up the deficiency in the flour, Lieutenant 
Ball purchafed two hundred thoufand pounds of rice, at one rix-dollar 
and forty-four ftivcrs per hundred weight, over and above the feventy 
thoufand pounds that he had been direfted to procure. The fait pro- 
vifions were paid for at the rate of feven ftivers per pound ; and the 
amount of the whole cargo, including calks, wood for dunnage, hire 
of Cooleys, and of craft for fliipping the provifions, made a total of 
fifty-eight thoufand four hundred and forty-one rix dollars and thirty- 
three ftivers, or 1 1,688 1. fterling. 

The criminal court had been twice aflfembled during the month of 
Odtober, when feveral were tried for felony ; two of whom, old and 
hardened offenders, were executed. 

Early in November the weather evidently^ became warmer every 
day ; and although the trees had never wholly loft their foliage, yet 
they gave manifeft figns of returning fpring. 

A fmall boat which had been fent out with a feine was loft fome- 
where about Middle Head. She had five convicts in her ; and from 
the reports of the natives, who were witnefles of the accident, it was 
fuppofed that they had croffed the harbour’s mouth, and, having 
hauled the feine in Hunter’s Bay, were returning loaded, when, 
getting-in too clofe with the rocks and the furf under Middle 
Head, fhe filled and went down. The firft information that any 
accident had happened was given by the natives, who had fecured 
the rudder, the maft, an oar, and other parts of the boat, which 
they had fixed in fuch fituations as were likely to render them 
confpicuous to any boat palling that way. Some gentlemen going 
down foon after found their information too true. One of the bodies 
was lying dead upon the beach. 

This appeared to be a ftriking inftance of the good efie£t of the 
intercourfe which had been opened with thefe people j and there 
feemed wanting only a good underftaading between the parties to 
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eftablilh that harmony which might prove produdive of the heft con- 
fequences, and would, moft probably, had it earlier commenced, have 
been the means of preventing many of the unfortunate accidents 
which had happened. The Governor, however, thought it neceflary 
to dired, that offcnfive weapons Ihould not be given to ihefe people 
in exchange for any of their articles ; being apprehenfive that they 
might ufe them among themfelves, and not wilhing by any means to 
arm them againft each other. 

A ftorehoufe had been ereded at Rofe Hill during this month j the 
dimenfions of which were one hundred feet by twenty-four. The 
bricks there, cither from fome error in the procefs, or defed in the 
clay, were not fo good as thofc made at Sydney. In their colour 
they were of a deep red when burned, but did not appear to be 
durable. 

At Sydney, a good landing-place on the Eaft fide was completed ; 
and two fmall brick huts, one for a cutler’s fliop, and another for the 
purpofc of boiling oil or melting tallow, were built on the fame fide. 
A wharf was alfo marked out on the Weft fide, which was to be car- 
ried far enough out into deep water to admit of the loaded hoy 
coming along-fide at any time of the tide. The hut, a brick one 
twelve feet fquare and covered with tiles, was finlfiied for Bennillong, 
and taken pofleffion of by him. 

The temf>orary barrack which4iad been ereded within the redoubt 
at Rofe Hill going fall to decay, the foundation of a range of brick 
buildings for the officers and foldiers Rationed there was laid early in 
December. The Governor fixed the fituation contiguous to the ftore- 
houfe lately ereded tliere, to which they might ferve as a protedion. 
They were defigned as quarters for one company, with the proper 
number of officers, a guard-room, and two fmall ftore-rooms. 

On the I oth of December a convid, employed by Governor Phillip 
to (hoot for him, was dangeroufiy wounded by a native named 
Pe-mul-wy*, while in queft of game at fome confiderable diftance in 

* His Dame was readily obtained from tbofe natives who vifited the fettlcmcDt. 
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the woods. When brought in, he declared, and at a time when he 
thought himfelf dying, that he did not give any offence to the man 
who wounded him ; that he had even quitted his arms, to induce 
him to look upon him as a friend, when the favage threw his fpear at 
about the diftanqe of ten yards, with a (kill that was fatally unerring. 
When the fpear was extracted (which was not till fuppuration took 
place) it was found to have entered his body under the left arm, to 
the depth of feven inches and a half, and was armed for five or fix 
inches from the point with ragged pieces of fhells faflened in gum. 
His recovery was pronounced by the furgeon to be very doubtful. 

As the attack on this man appeared to have been wanton and cn< 
tirely unprovoked, not only from the fufferer’s own relation of the 
circumftance, but from the account of thofe who were with him, and 
who bore teftimony to his being unarmed, the Governor determined 
to punifh the offender, who, it was underftood, rcforted with his 
tribe above the head of Botany Bay. He therefore direded that an 
armed party from the garrifon fhould march thither, and either deftroy 
or make prlfoners of fix perfons (if pradicable) of that tribe to 
which the aggreffor belonged, carefully avoiding to offer any injury 
to either women or children. To this meafure his Excellency reforted 
with reludance. He had always wifhed that none of their blood 
might be fhed; and in his own cafe, when wounded by the native, 
as he could not punifh him on the fpot, he gave up all thoughts of 
doing it in future. As, however, they I’eemcd to take every advantage 
of unarmed inen, fome check appeared abfolutely neceffary. Accord- 
ingly a party, confifting of two captains, with two fubalterns, three 
fergeants, two corporals, one drummer, and forty privates, attended 
by two furgeons, fet off with three days’ provilions for the purpol'e 
above-mentioned. 

There was little probability that fuch a party would be able fo un- 
expededly to fall in with the people whom they were fent to punifli, 
as to furprife them, without which chance they might hunt them in 
the woods for ever ; and as the different tribes were not to be diftin- 
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guiflied from each other, but by being found inhabiting particular 
refidences, there would be fome difficulty in determining, if any na- 
tives fhould fall in their way, whether they were the objeiis of their 
expedition, or fome unoffending family wholly unconnected with 
them. The very circumftance, however, of a party being armed and 
detached purpofely to puniffi the man and his companions who had 
wounded a white man, was likely to have a good effeCt ; as it was 
well known to feveral natives, who were at this time in the town of 
Sydney, that this was the intention with which they were fent out. 

On the third day after their departure they returned without having 
hurt a native, or made a prifoner. They had feen fome at the head 
of Botany Bay, and fired at them, but without doing any injury. 
Whenever the party was feen by the natives, they fled with incredible 
fwifrnefs ; nor had a fecond attempt, which the Governor directed, 
any better fuccefs. 

The Governor, now determining to avail himfelf as much as poffiblc 
of the health and ftrength of the working convicts, while by the en- 
joyment of a full ration they were capable of exertion, refolved to 
proceed with fuch public buildings as he judged to be neceffary for 
the convenience of the different fettlements. Accordingly, the foun- 
dation of another ftorehoufe was laid, equal in dimenfions and in a 
line with that already ereCled on the Eall fide of the cove at Sydney. 

On the 17th the Dutch fnow the Waakfamheyd anchored in the 
cove from Batavia, having left that place on the 20th of September, 
and met on her paffage with contrary winds. She had been manned 
principally with Malays, fixteen of whom Ihe buried during the 
paffage. 

The mafter produced a packet from the Sabandhaar (his owner) at 
Batavia, inclofing two letters to the Governor ; one was written in 
very good Engliffi, containing fuch particulars refpeCling the veffel as 
he judged it for his intereft to communicate; the other, which was 
defigned to convey fuch information as he poffeffed refpedling Euro- 
pean politics, being written in Dutch, unfortunately proved unintel- 
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ligible; and the Governor could only gather from the mailer (who 
fpoke bad Englilh), that a mifunderilanding fubilfled between Great 
Britain and Spain ; but on what account could iiot be dillindly 
colleded. 

On the lirft working day after her arrival, the people were em- 
ployed in delivering the cargo from the fnow. The quantity of rice 
brought in her was found to be fhort of that purchafed and paid for 
by Lieutenant Ball, by forty-two thoufand nine hundred weight ; and 
the Governor confented to receive in lieu one pound of butter (the 
mailer having a quantity of that article) for eighteen pounds of rice. 
This deficiency had been afeertained by weighing all the provifions 
that were landed ; a proceeding in which the mailer acquiefeed with 
much reludance and fome impertinence. 

The numbers who died by iicknefs in the year 1790 were, two 
feamen, one foldier, one hundred and twenty-three male convi<as, 
feven females, and ten children. 

In the above time, four male convids were executed ; one mid- 
ihipman, two foldiers, and fix male convids, were drowned j one 
convid periihed in the woods, and two abfeonded j making a total 
decreafe of one hundred and fifty-nine perfons. 

January 1791. The Indian corn beginning to ripen at Rofe Hill, 
the convids commenced their depredations, for which feveral were pu- 
niflied ; but nothing feemed to deter them, and they now committed 
thefts as if they ilole from principle ; for at this time they received the 
full ration, in which no difference was made between them and the 
Governor, or any other free perfon in the colony. On the arri- 
val of the Dutch provifions, the Governor had altered the ration, 
and caufed five pounds of rice to be iffued in lieu of four pounds of 
flour. 

Information having been received, that fome natives bad thrown a 
fpear or fiz-gig at a convid in a garden on the weft fide, where 
they had met together to fteal potatoes, an armed party was fent to 
difperfe them j when a club being thrown by one of the natives at 
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the pArty, the latter fired, and one man was wounded. This circum> 
ftasce was at firft only furmifed, on tracing a quantity of blood from 
the fpot to the water ; but in a few days afterwards the natives in the 
town told the name of the wounded man, and added, that he was 
then dead, and to be found in a cove which they mentioned. On 
going to the place, a favage, well known in the town flnce the inters 
courfe between them and the inhabitants had been opened, was found 
dead, and dlfpofed of for burning. He had been fhot under the arm, 
Md the forgeon was of opinion that he had bled to death. 

k was much to be regretted, that any neceffity exifted for adopting 
thefe fanguinary punifhments ; and diat they had not been yet able to 
reconcile thefe people to the deprivation of thofe parts of this harbour 
occupied by the Engliflt ; but while they entertained the idea of the 
Englifh having dirpofTefTcd them of their relidences, they mud always 
confider tliom as enemies ; and upon this principle would make a point 
of attacking them whenever opportunity and fafety concurred. It was 
alfo unfortunately found, that the knowledge yet obtained by our 
people of the language of the country was not fufHcient to convey an 
idea in conneded terms. It v;a 8 likewife believed by fome of the 
inhabitants of Port Jacfcfon, that thofe natives who came occafionally 
into the town, did not defire that any of the other tribes fhould par- 
ttci^te in the enjoyment of the few trifles which they procured. If 
this were true, it would for a long time retard the general underftanding 
of the friendly intentions toward them } aiVd it was not improbable, 
that they might for the fame reafon reprefent the white people in a 
very unfavourable light. 

It had been the cuftom to leave the fignal colours during the day 
at the flag-ftaflT on the fouth head ; at. which place they were feen by 
fome of the natives, who, watching their opportunity, ran away with 
them, and they were afterwards feen divided among them in their 
canoes, and ufed as coverings. 

On the 22d, the Supply failed for Norfolk Ifland, with fome pro- 
vUions for that fettlement. lieutenant Ball labouring under a fevere 

illnefs. 



179 '-] OF NEW SOUTH WALES. ity 

illnels, the maflier was direded by the Governor to take charge of the 
Teflel until Mr. Ball fhould be able to refume the command. 

On the sad) the man employed to {hoot for the Governor expired 
of the wound that he had received from the native. On opening the 
body, the fpear appeared to have wounded the left lobe of the lungs, 
which was found adhering to the (ide. In the cavity were difcovered 
fome of the pieces of done and (hells with which the weapon had 
been armed. This man had been fufpeded of having wantonly killed 
or wounded feveral of the natives in the courfe of his excuriions after 
game ; but he fteadily denied, from the time when he was brought 
in, to his laft moment of life, having ever fired at them but once, and 
then merely in defence of his own life. 

At Rofe Hill, great progrefs was made in the building of the new 
barrackf. 

At Sydney, the public works In hand were, building the new ftore.> 
houfe, and two brick houfes, one for the clergyman, and the other 
for the furveyor-general. 

The mafter of the Dutch fnow having received inftrudions from 
his owner, the Sabandhaar at Batavia, to offer the veflel to the Go- 
vernor, either for fale or for hire, after (he (hould be cleared of her 
cargo, mentioned the circumftance to his Excellency, and propofed 
to him to fell the vcffel, with all her furniture and provifions, for the 
fum of thirty-three thoufand rix-dollars, or to let her on hire at fifteen 
rix-dollars per ton per month ; in either of which cafes a paflagC was 
to be provided for his people to the Cape of Good Hope. The Go- 
vernor was defirous of fending this veifel to England with the officers 
and people of the Sirius ; but it was impoffible to clofe with either of 
thefe offers, and he rejected them. Her mafter therefore dropped the 
veffel down to the lower part of the harbour, faying that he (hould 
fail immediately ; however, to try the fuccefs of other propofals, be 
wrote to the Governor’s fecretary, offering to let the veflel for the 
voyage to England for twenty thoufand rix-dollars ; ftipulating, that 
thirty thoufand rix-dollars (hould be paid for her in the event of her 
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being loft ; the crew to be landed at the Cape, and himfelf to be fur- 
niftied with a paftage to England. On receiving this fecond offer, 
his Excellency informed him, that, inftead of his propofal, one pound 
fterling per ton per month ftiould be given for the hire of the fnow, 
to be paid when the voyage Ihould be completed. With this offer, 
the mafter, notwithftanding his having quitted the cove on his iirft 
terms being rejeded, declared himfelf fatisfied, and directly returned 
to the cove, fainting with five guns on his coming to an anchor. 

After fome delay, occafioned by the perverfenefs and ignorance 
of this man, the charter-party was finally fettled j he confenting to 
be paid for only three hundred tons, inftead. of three hundred and 
fifty, for which fhe had been impofed upon Lieutenant Ball at 
Batavia. 

The Supply, after an abfence of five weeks, returned from Nor- 
folk Ifland, having on board Captain Hunter, with the ofBcers and 
people of the Sirius. They brought a confirmation that the fears 
which had been entertained of the diftrefled fituation of that fettle- 
ment had been too well founded. The fupply of provifions which 
was difpatched in the Juftinian and Surprize reached them at a critical 
point of time, there being in ftore on the 7th of Auguft, when they 
appeared off^ the ifland, provifions but for a few days at the ration 
then iffued, which was three pounds of Hour and one pint of rice ; 
or, in lieu of flour, three pounds of Indian meal or of wheat, ground, 
and not feparated from the hufks or the bran. Their fait provifions 
were fo nearly expended, that while a bird or a fifh could be procured 
no fait meat was iffued. The weekly ration of this article was only 
one pound and a half of beef, or feventeen ounces of pork. What 
their fituation might have been but for the providential fupply of birds 
that they met with, it is impofflible to fay; to themfelves it had 
appeared too big with calamity to be contemplated without terror. 
On Mount Pitt they were fortunate enough to obtain, in an abundance 
almoft incredible, a fpecies of aquatic birds, anfwering the defeription 
of that known by the name of the Puffin. Thefe birds came in from 
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the Tea cver)^ evening, in clouds literally darkening the air, and, de- 
feending on Mount Pitr, depofited their eggs in deep holes made by 
themfelves in the ground, generally quitting them in the morning, and 
returning to feek their fubniience in the fea. From two to three 
thoufand of thefc birds were often taken in a night. Their feeking 
their food in the ocean left no doubt of their own flelh partaking of 
the quality of that upon which they fed ; but to people circumftanced 
as were the inhabitants on Norfolk Ifland, this leffened not tl^eir im- 
portance ; and while any Mount Pitt birds were to be had, they 
were eagerly fought. The knots of the pine tree, fplit and made into 
fmall bundles, ajSbrded the niiferable occupiers of a fmall fpeck in 
the ocean lufficient light to guide them through the woods, in 
fcarch of what was to ferve them for their next day’s meal. They 
were alfo fortunate enough to have loft but a few calks of the pro- 
vilions which had been brought to the ifland in the Sirius, by far the 
greater part being got fafely on fhore ; but fo hazardous was at all 
times the landing in Sydney Bay, that, in difeharging the two fliips, 
the large cutter belonging to the Sirius was loft upon the reef, as fhe 
was coming in with a load of cafks, and fome women ; by which 
accident, two feainen of the Sirius, three women, one child (an 
infant at the breaft, whofe mother got fafe on Ihore), and one male 
convidl: who fvvam off to their affiftance, were unfortunately drowned. 
The weather, notwithftanding this accident, was fo favourable at other 
times, that in one day two hundred and ninety cafks were landed from 
the fhips. 

The experience of three years had now fliewn, that the fummer 
was the only proper feafon for fending ftores and provifions to Nor- 
folk Ifland, as during that period the paffage through the reef had 
been found as good, and the landing as pradicable, as in any cove 
in Port Jackfon. But this was by no means certain or co'nftant; for 
the furf had been obferved to rife when the fea beyond it was per- 
fectly calm, and without the fmallcft indication pf any change in 
the weather, A gale of wind at a diftance from the ifland would 
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fuddenly occafion fuch a fwell, that landing would be* either dan- 
gerous or impracticable. 

The people of the Sirius had, during their ftay at Norfolk Ifland, 
under the direction of Captain Hunter, been mofl ufefully and fuc- 
cefsfully employed in removing feveral rocks which bbftruCted the 
paffage through the reef ; and a correCt furvey of the ifland had been 
made by Lieutenant Bradley, by which many dangers had been dif- 
covered, that until then had been unknown. 

One hundred and fourteen acres of land had been cleared flnce 
the arrival of the Lieutenant-governor ; but the crops of maize and 
wheat, which had worn a very promiflng appearance, were not only 
retarded by too dry a feafon, but infefled by myriads of grubs and 
caterpillars, which deftroyed every thing they touched. 

Two pieces of very coarfe canvas, manufactured at Norfolk Ifland, 
were fent to Governor Phillip ; but unlefs better could be produced 
from the looms than thefe fpecimens, little expectation was to be 
formed of this article ever anfwering even the common culinary pur- 
pofes to which canvas can be applied. 

Thofc officers who had paflfed feme time in' both fettlements re- 
marked, that the air of Norfolk Ifland was fomewhat cooler than that 
of Sydney ; every breeze that blew being, from its infular fituation, 
felt there. 

Martial law continued in force until the fupplies arrived ; and of 
the general demeanor of the convicts during that time report fpoke 
favourably. 

The Lady Juliana, paffing the ifland in her way to China, was the 
firft (hip that was feen j but, to the inexpreffible difappointment 
and diftrefs of thofe who faw her, as well as to the furprife of all 
who heard the circumftance, the mafter did not fend a boat on (hore. 
Nor were they relieved from their anxiety until two days had paflfed, 
when the other (hip arrived. 

This was the fubftance of the information received from Norfolk 
Ifland. From an exad furvey which had been made, it was computed, that 
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not more than between three and four hundred families could be main- 
tained from the produce of the ifland ; and that even from that num- 
ber in the courfc of twenty years many would be obliged to emigrate. 

In addition to the other works in hand during the month of Fe- 
bruary, the furveyor was employed in clearing and deepening the run 
of water which fuppUed the fettlement at Sydney, and which, through 
the long drought, was at this time very low, although ftill fufficient 
for the confumption of the place. Frefli water was indeed every 
where very fcarce, mod of the dreams or runs about the cove being 
dried up. 

At Rofe Hill, the heat on the tenth and eleventh of the month, on 
which days at Sydney the thermometer dood in the fliade at 105®, was 
fo exceflive (being much increafed by the fire in the adjoining woods), 
that immenfe numbers of the large fox bat were fecn hanging at the 
boughs of the trees, and dropping into the water, which, by their 
deiich, was rendered uuwholefome. They had been obferved for fome 
days before regularly taking their flight in the morning from the north- 
ward to the ibuthward, and returning in the evening. During the 
exceflive heat many dropped dead while on the wing; and it was 
remarkable, that thofe which were picked up were chiefly males. In 
feveral parts of the harbour the ground was covered with different 
forts of fniall birds, fome dead, and others gafping for water. 

The relief of the detachment at Rofe Hill took place on one of ihofe 
fultry days ; and the officer, having occafion to land in fearch of wa- 
ter, was compelled to walk feveral miles before any could be found, 
the runs which were known being all dry; in his way to and from 
the boat, he found a number cf birds dropping dead at his feet. The 
wind was about north- weft, and did much injury to the gardens, 
burning up every thing before it. Thofe perfons whofe bufinefs com- 
pelled them to go into the heated air declared, that it was impoffible 
to turn the face for five minutes to the quarter from whence the wind 
blew. 


The 
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The greateft height of the thermometer during this month was 

8 a. m. 3 p. m. lo p. m. 

90 105 84 

The lead of ditto O2 64 6 1 

Towards the latter end of March the officers and feamen of the 
Sirius were embarked on board the fnow, to return to England. Of 
thefe, ten feamen and two marines chofe rather to fettle in that 
country than return to their own. The majority of them had formed 
connections with women, for whofe fake they confented to embrace 
a mode of life for which the natural reftleffnefs of a failor’s difpofition 
was but ill calculated. This motive, it is true, they difavowed ; but 
one of the ftipulations which they were defirous of making for them- 
felves, being the indulgence of having the women who had before 
lived with them permitted ftill lo do fo, and it appearing not the lead 
important article in their confideration, feemed a ftrong prefumption 
that it was the companion, not the country, which had influenced 
their dceifion. Allotments of fixty acres each were marked out for 
them as fettlers at Sydney or Norfolk Ifland, according as they made 
their choice. 

The Supply was now ready to fail for Norfolk Ifland ; and on the 
21ft of March, one captain, two fuhalterns, one ferjeant, one cor- 
poral, one drummer, and eighteen privates of the New South Wales 
corps, embarked on board her, to relieve a part of the marine detach- 
ment doing duty there. On the following morning fhe failed, carry- 
ing an inftrument undjr the hand and feal of the Governor, reftoring 
to the rights and privileges of a free man John Afeott, a convidt at 
Norfolk Ifland, who had rendered himfelf very confpicuous by his 
exertions in preventing the Sirius from being burnt foon after flie was 
wrecked. 

On the 28th the Waakfaraheyd tranfport failed for England, having 
on board Captain Hunter, with the officers and crew of His Majefty’s 
late Ihip Sirius. 


In 
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In the courfe of the night of the a 8th, a convid of the name of 
Bryant, whoie term of tranfportation, according to his own account, 
had recently expired, eluded the watch that was kept upon him, and 
made his efcape, together with his wife and two children (one an 
infant at the breaftjj and feven other convids, in a 6lhing>boat. Their 
flight was not difcovered until they had been feveral hours without 
the heads. 

They were traced from Bryant’s hut to the Point ; and in the path 
were found a hand-faw, a fcale, and four or five pounds of rice, 
fcattered about in different places, which it was evident they had 
dropped in their hafte. A feine belonging to government was like- 
wife found, which, being too large for Bryant’s purpofe, he had 
exchanged for a finaller that he had made for an officer. 

As foon as it was known in the fettlement that Bryant had got out 
of reach, information was givfcti that Detmer Smith, the mafter of the 
fnow from Batavia, had fold him a compafs and a quadrant, and had 
fumifhed him with a chart, together with fuch information as would 
affifl: him in his paffage to the northward. Though Bryant had for Tome 
time been fufpedied of intending to efcape when opportunity offered, 
yet fuch had been the addrefs with which he had conduced himfelf, 
that at this period his motions had been lefs attended to than ufiial. 
Moll of his companions were connected with female convlds ; but if 
they knew of their intention they were too faithful to thofe whom 
they lived with to reveal it. Yet, had thefe women been bound to 
them by any ties of affedion, fear for their fafety, or the diflike to 
part, would furcly have induced fome of them to defeat an enterprife- 
fo hazardous, and to a thinking mind fo hopelefs ; we mull therefore 
conclude, that either thefe women were ignorant of the plan, or that, 
not having any interefl either in their flight or in their remaining, 
they were filent on the fubjedl. For one young woman a letter was 
found from one of the adventurers, conjuring her to relinquifli the 
purfuit of thofe vices which, he told her, prevailed in the fettlement, 
leaving her what little property he did not take with him, and aflign- 

s ing 
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jDg as a reafon for his Bight the feverity of his fituation, being tranf- 
ported for life, without the profpea of any mitigation, or hope of ever 
quitting the country, but by the means that he was about to adopt 
It was conjedured that they would fteer for Timor, or Batavia, as 
their afliftance and information were derived from the Dutch fnow. 

The depredations at Rofe Hill were now fo frequent and extenfive, 
that it became abfolutely neceflary to punifh fuch offenders as were 
deteded with a feverity that might deter others : to this end, iron 
collars of feven pounds weight were ordered as a punifhment for flagrant 
offenders, who were alfo linked together by a chain, without which 
precaution they would ftill have continued to plunder the public 
grounds. The baker at that fettlement abfconded with a quantity of 
flour with which he had been intrufted, belonging to the military on 
duty there, and other pcrfons. It muft be remarked, however, that 
all thefe thefts were for procuring provifions, and that oflfences of any 
other tendency were very feldom heard of. 

Some time in March, James Rufe, the firft fettler in this country, 
who had been upon his ground about fifteen months, declared himfelf 
defirous of relinquifhing his claim to any further provifions from the 
ftore, faying that he was able to fupport himfelf by the produce of his 

farm. ^ ' 

The fupplies of provifions which had been received in the laft year 

not warranting the continuing any longer at the ration now iffued, 
the governor thought it expedient to make a redudion of flour, rice, 
and fait provifions : accordingly, early in April each man, woman* 
and child above ten years of age, was to receive ^ 

3 pounds of flour, i pound taken off; 

3 pounds of rice, ditto j 
3 pounds of pork, ditto ; 
or when beef was ferved 4 pounds, 2 ditto. 

A fmall proportion was to be given to children under ten years of 
age. Of this allowance, the flour was the beft article j the rice was 
found to be full of weevils ; the pork ill-flavoured, rufty, and fmoked ; 

and 
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And the beef was lean, and (being cured with ipices) truly . unpala- 
table. Much of both thefe articles, when they came to be drelTed, could 
not be ufed ; and, being the bell that could be procured at Batavia, no 
inclination was excited by thefe fpecimens to try that market again. 

It having been reported to the Governor, that Bryant had been 
heard frequently to exprefs, what was indeed the general fentiment 
on the fubjec^ among the convi^s, that he did not confider a mar- 
riage contraded in that country as binding; his Excellency caufed 
thefe people to be informed, that none would be permitted to quit 
the colony who had wives or children incapable of maintaining them- 
felves and likely to become burdenfome to the fettlement, until they 
had found fufficient fecurity for the maintenance of fuch wives and 
children. This order was defigned as a check upon the erroneous 
opinion which was formed of the efficacy of Mr. Johnfon’s (the 
clergyman) nuptial benedidion ; and if Bryant had thought as little 
of it as he was reported to do, his taking his wife with him could 
only be accounted for by the dread of her defeating his plan by dif- 
covery if flie was not made pcrfonally intcrefted in his efcape. 

Orders were given for limiting the length of fuch boats as fliould be 
built by individuals to fuch fize as might deter the convidls from at* 
tempts to take them off. Alfo regulations as to the people employed 
in boats after fun-fet, whofe names were to be given in writing to 
the officer on guard, to prevent any convi£t taking them from the 
wharfs under pretence of filhrng or other fervices. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

THE SUPPLY ARRIVES FROM MORFOLK ISLAND.— A CANOE DESTROYED.— » 
ITS EVII. EFFECTS.— CORN SOWN.— BATTERY BEGUN. — GROUND INCLOSED 
FOR CATTLE.— THE MARY ANN ARRIVES,— RATION IMPROVED. — THE 

MATILDA ARRIVES. THE MARY ANN SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND.<-v- 

SETTLERS.— THE ATLANTIC AND SALAMANDER ARRIVE.— FULL RATION 
ISSUED.— THE WILLIAM AND ANN ARRIVES.— NATIVES. — PUBLIC WORKS. 
— THE SALAMANDER SAILS FOR> AND THE MARY ANN ARRIVES FROM, 
NORFOLK ISLAND.— THE GORGON ARRIVES.— COMMISSION OF EMANCIPA- 
TION, AND PUBLIC SEAL. THE ACTIVE AND QUEEN ARRIVE.— COM- 

PLAINTS AGAINST THE MASTER OP THE QUEEN.- THE ALBEMARLE AR- 
RIVES. — MUTINY ON BOARD -TRANSACTIONS. — PUBLIC WORKS.— IRISH 
CONVICTS ABSCOND. — WHALE-FISHERY,— RATION ALTERED. — SUPPLY 

SAILS FOR ENGLAND. — GROUNDS IN CULTIVATION. SICK.— WHALE- 

FISHERY GIVEN UP.— MARINES EMBARK.— RATION REDUCED.- CONVICTS 
EMANCIPATED.— DEATHS IN 179I. 

J^UCH anxiety was excited in the colony on account of the long 
and unufual abfence of the Supply, which failed for Norfolk 
Ifland on the 2 2d day of March, and did. not return till the 30th of 
April. Contrary winds and heavy gales had prevented her arrival at 
the time when (he might have been reafonably expelled ; (he was 
three weeks on her paflage back, and was blown off the ifland for 
eleven days. 

Three officers, two non-commiffioned officers, one drummer, and 
twenty privates of the marine detachment, arrived in the Supply. 
The weather had been as dry at Norfolk Ifland as it had been at Port 
Jacklbn ; which, with the blighting winds, had confiderably injured 
all the gardens, and particularly feme crops of potatoes. Of the 
great fertility of the foil every account brought the ftrongefl; confirma- 

I tion 





OF NEW SOUTH WALES, 


'33 


1791.J 

tion ; and by attending to the proper feaTon for fowingy it was the 
general opinion that two crops of corn might be got off in one year. 

Their provitions, like thofe at Sydney, were at fo low an ebb, that 
the Lieutenant-governor had reduced the ration. The whole number 
vi£tualled, when the Supply failed, amounted to fix hundred and 
twenty-nine perfons ; and for that number there were in ftore, at the 
full ration, pprk for twenty-nine weeks ; flour and Indian corn for 
twenty week’s, beef for eighteen weeks ; and thefe, at the ration then 
iflued, would be prolonged, the grain to twenty-feven, the beef to 
forty-two, and the pork to twenty-nine weeks. 

It muft be remarked, however, that the ration at Norfolk Ifland was 
often uncertain, being regulated by the plenty or fcarcity of the 
Mount Pitt birds. Great numbers of thefe birds had been killed for 
fome time before the Supply failed thence j but they were obferved 
about that time to be quitting the ifland. 

At Sydney, by an account taken at the latter end of May of the 
provifions then remaining in ftore, there appeared to be at the ration 
then iflfued, of 

Flour and rice, 40 weeks ; 

Beef, 1 2 weeks ; 

Pork, 27 weeks. 

In this account the rice and flour were taken together as one article, 
but the rice bore by far the greateft proportion. 

It was remarked by many in the fettlement, that both at Sydney 
and at Rofc Hill the countenances of the labouring convids indicated 
the fliortnefs of the ration that they received j this might be occa- 
fioned by their having fufiered fo much before from the fame xaufe ; 
from the effedls of which they had fcarcely been reftored when they 
were again called upon to experience the hardlhip of a reduced ration 
of provifions. The convids which arrived in June had not yet re; 
covered from the feverity of their fuflerings on the paflage. 

It having been reported, that James Rufe, who in March had de- 
clared his ability to fupport himfelf independent of the ftore, was 

ftarving, 
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ft'arving, the Governor told him, that in confideration of his having 
been upon a fliort allowance of provifiona during nearly the whole of 
tlie lime that he had been cultivating ground upon his own account, 
the ftorekeeper Ihould be direded to fupply him with twenty pounds 
of fait provifions. The man afTured his Excellency that he did not 
Hand in need of Jiis bounty, having by him at the time a fmall ftock 
of provifions, a quantity of Indian corn (which he found no difficulty 
in exchanging for fait meat), and a bag of flour ; all of which enabled 
. him to do fo well, that he abfolutely begged permiffion to decline the 
offer ; fo very contradiftory was his own account of his fitualion to 
that which had been aflerted by others ! 

The barracks at Rofe Hill being fufficiently completed, they were 
taken pofleffion of at the latter end of May by the New South Wales 
corps. 

Thefts innumerable were ftill committed ; and though fevere punilh- 
ment was certain to follow deletion, it either had loft its terrors, or 
the habits of depravity were become fo much a part of their nature as 
to fubdue every other fenfation. 

Finiftiing the clergyman’s and furveyor’s houfes, bringing in bricks 
for other buildings, pofts and paling for a fence round the run of 
water, and making cloathing for the people, occupied the convidls at 
Sydney. 

The bad weather met with by the Supply, during her late voyage to 
Norfolk Ifland, had done her fo much injury, that ftie could not be got 
ready for fea in lefs than three months, the carpenter declaring her 
main-maft to be unfit for fervice. This, when the difficulty of finding 
timber fit for the purpofe was recollected, was a moft unlucky and ill- 
timed want ; for, Ihould it happen that fupplies were not received from 
England by the middle or end of the month of July, the fervices of 
this veflel would be again required ; and, to fave the colony, ffie muft 
at that time have been difpatched to fome feitlement in India for pro- 
vifions. She was therefore immediately hauled along-fide the rocks, 
and people employed to look for found timber fit for a maft. 

In 
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In honour of His Majefl:y*s birth-day, an extra allowance of one 
pound of fait meat, and the like quantity of rice, was ifllied to the 
garrifon and fettlement on the fourth of June ; and to the women and 
children in proportion. 

The town which had been marked out at Rofe Hill, and which 
now wore fomething of a regular appearance, on this occalion re- 
ceived its name. The Governor calling it Par-ra>mat-ta, being the 
name by which the natives diftinguilhed that part of the country on 
which the town ftood. 

Since the eftablifliment of that familiar infercourfe which now fub- 
filled between the fettlers and the natives, feveral of them had found 
it their interell to fell or exchange iilh among the people of Parra- 
matta ; they being contented to receive a fmall quantity of either 
bread or fait meat in barter for mullet, bream, and other filh. To the 
officers who refided there this proved a great convenience, and they 
encouraged the natives to vifit them as often as they would bring 
them filh. There were, however, among the convidls fome who 
were fo unthinking or fo depraved, as wantonly to dedroy a canoe 
belonging to a fine young man, a native, who had left it at a little 
diilance from the fettlement, and as he hoped out of the way of ob- 
fervation, while he went with fome fifli to the huts. His rage at 
finding his canoe dellroyed was inconceivable : he threatened to take 
his revenge, and in his own way, upon all white people. Three of 
the fix people who had done him the injury, however, were fo well 
deferibed by fome one who had feen them, that, being clofely pur- 
fued, they were taken and punilhed, as were the remainder a few 
days after. 

The indant effeA of this was, that the natives difeontinued the 
bringing up of filh ; and BaUloo-der-ry, whofe canoe had been de- 
droyed, although he had been taught to believe that one of the fix 
convids had been hanged for the offence, meeting a few days after- 
wards with a poor wretch who had drayed from Parramatta as far as 
the Flats, he wounded him in two places with a ippar. This ad of 

Baldoo* 
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^iu)|£^cMed'l>y the Governdr’s ftridly forbidding him 
to ajip^^ ilfgjdil SR ’ of fhe fettlements ; the other natives, his^ 

^tehdi, being htsthded,^t¥amitta was feldbm vidted by any of them, 
and all commerce with them was at an end. How much greater claim 
td lA'e ^pIxdlaAon tiflata^liRd the wretches who were the caufe of 
'l&sl tbin ^e datives who were termed fo ! 

* '‘Huridg the month of Jane fome rain had fallen, which had en- 
^bounged the bulture of public grounds, and one hundred and fixteen 
btdhels of wheat were fown at Parramatta. Until thefe rains fell, the 
'l^dubd Was fo dry, hard, and literally burnt up, that it was almoft 
to break it with a hoe ; and until this time there had been 
np hhpe' or probability of the grain vegetating. 

' . in the courfe Of this month the ftone-mafon, with the people under 
(fhedioh, had beguh their operations at the Weft point of the 
where the Governor putpofed conftrudling, out of the rock, a 
'fpot whereon to pia^e the' guns belonging to the fettlement, which was 
to weat'the appearance of a work. The ftag-ftaff was to be placed in 
tho fam^fttuation. The houfe for the principal furgeon was got up 
and^covereH. 

TV giOard againft a recurrence of the accident which happened to 
th^ catde fqp'n after they had arrived, the Governor had for fome time 
employed a .certain number of convicts at Parramatta in forming in- 
' 'clofures ; and at the commencement of July not lefs than one hundred 
' and forty acres were thinned of the timber, furrounded by a ditch, 
and guarded by a proper fence. 

In addition to the quantity of ground fown with wheat, a large pro- - 
^portion was cleared to be fown- with Indian corn ; and the country 
•'al^t iVrramatta,as well is the town itfelf, where eight huts were now 
* buii t, wore a very promifi tig^appearance. At Sydney, the little ^ound 
"jbit was in cultivation belong^ to individuals; the whole labour of 
lllie cohvidsVmpIoycd in drekrlng ground having been exerted at Par- 
iwiitta, where the Toil, fhcKigh not the bell for the purpofes of agri- 
.e^tute *(«cdrdiilg to ‘the opinion of every man who profefled any 
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knowledge of farming), was ftill.better than the fand about Sydney, 
where, to raife even a cabbage after the firftcrop, manure was abfo- 

lutely requlfite. 

On the morning of the 9th, the fignal for a fail was made at the 
South-head ; and before night it was made known that the Mary Ann 
tranfport was arrived from England, with one hundred and forty-one 
female convicts on board, fix children, and one free woman, fome 
clothing, and the following fniall quantity of provitions ; one hundred 
and thirty-two barrels of flour j fixty-one tierces of pork ; and thirty- 
two tierces of beef. 

This ihip failed alone ; but gave information that Ihe was to be 
followed by nine fail of tranfpoits, on board of which were to be em- 
barked (including one hundred and fifty women, the number put into 
the Mary) two thoufand and fifty male and female convids; the 
whole of which were to be expeded in the courfe of fix weeks or 
two months, together with his Majefty’s fhip Gorgon. 

They alfo learned, that Lieutenant King, who failed from Port 
Jackfon on the 17th of April 1790, arrived in London on the 20th 
day of December following. He had fufiered much diftrefs after 
leaving Batavia, whence he was obliged to go to the Mauritius, having 
loft, by ficknefs, nearly all the crew of the packet that he was in. Mr. 
Millar, the late commiffary, had died upon the paflage. 

They heard with great fatisfadion of the government in England 
having adopted a fyftem of fending out convids at two embarkations 
in every year, at which time provifions were alfo to be fent. It was 
not probable that they would again experience the mifery and want 
with which they had already been but too well acquainted, from not 
having had any regular mode of fupply. Intimation was likewife 
given, that a cargo of grain might be expeded to arrive from Bengal ; 
fome merchants at that iettlement having propofed to Lord Corn- 
wallis, on hearing of the lofs of the Guardian, to freight a ihip with 
fuch a cargo as would be adapted to the wants of the colony, and to 

T ibpply 
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fupply the different articles at a cheaper rate than they could be fent 
from England. They were alfo to expetft % tranfport with live ftock 
from the North-weft coaft of America. 

The mafter, Mark Monroe, had not any private letters on board ; 
but (what added to the difappointment that every one experienced) 
this man had not brought a Tingle newfpaper ; and having been but a 
few weeks from Greenland before he had failed for New South Wales, 
he was nearly as deftltute of any kind of information as the ihip that 
he commanded ; they were therefore compelled to fufpend their ar- 
dent curiofity, and to hope for the fpeedy arrival of a more intelli- 
gent perfon. 

The Mary Ann had been only four months and fixteen days from 
England ; and had touched nowhere, except at the ifland of St. Jago, 
where ftie remained ten days. The mafter landed a boat in a bay 
about fifteen miles to the fouthward of Botany Bay ; but made no 
other obfervation, than that there was a bay in which a boat might 
land. 

The females who came in this gentleman’s (hip were all very 
healthy, and fpoke highly of the treatment which they had met with 
from him. Thefc women were on their landing diftributed among 
the. huts at Sydney j and the Governor went to Parramatta to make 
fuch preparations as the time would admit for the numbers that he 
expeded to receive. 

The convids whofe terms of tranfportation had expired, were now 
colleded, and, by the authority of the Governor, informed, that fuch 
of them as wiihed to become fettlers in that country ftiould receive 
every encouragement ; that thofc who did not, were to labour for 
their provifions, ftipulating to work for twelve or eighteen months 
certain ; and that in the way of fuch as preferred returning to Eng- 
land no obftacles would be thrown, provided they could procure paf- 
fages from the mafters of fuch Ihips as might arrive ; but that they 
were not to exped any affiftance on the part of Government to that 
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end. The wifh to return to their friends appeared to be the prevail- 
ing idea, a few onijr giving in their names as fettlersy and none 
engaging to work for a certain time. 

It being always defirable to go as near the ellablifhed ration as the 
Hate of the ftores would allow, the Governor diredted two pounds of 
rice to be added to the weekly proportion of that article ; but though 
by this addition eight pounds of grain were ilTued (viz. three pounds 
of flour and five of rice), the ration was far from being brought up to 
the ftandard eftablifhed by the Treafury for the colony ; five pounds 
of bad woJ^m-eaten rice making a moft inadequate fubftitute for the 
iame quantity of good flour. In the article of meat the labouring 
man fuffered ftill more j for in a given quantity of fixty pounds, 
which were iflued on one ferving-day to two mefles, there were no 
lefs than forty pounds of bone, and the remainder, which was in- 
tended to be eaten, was alinoft too far advanced in putrefadlion for 
even hunger to get it down. It muft be obferved, that it came in the 
fnow from Batavia. 

On Monday, the ift of Auguft, the Matilda, the firft of the ex- 
peded fleet of tranfports, arrived, after an extraordinary paflage of 
four months and five days from Portfmouth j having failed from 
thence on the 27th of March, with four fail of iranfporfs, with whom 
fhe parted company that night offDunnoze. Another divifion of the 
tranfports had failed a week before from Plymouth Sound. On board 
the Matilda were two hundred and five male convids ; one enfign, 
one ferjeant, one corporal, one drummer, and nineteen privates, of 
the Nevv South Wales corps ; and fomc ftores and proviftons cal- 
culated as a fupply for the above number for nine months after their 
arrival. 

The matter of this flilp anchored for two days in a bay of one of 
Schoeten’s Iflands, diftant from the main land about tw'elve miles, in 
the latitude of 42® 15' S. ; where, according to his report, five or fix 
fhips might find ihclter. Thofe who were on fltore faw the footfteps 
of difl'erent kinds of animals and traces of natives, fuch as huts, fires, 
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broken fpears, and the inftrumcnt which they ufe for throwing the 
fpear. They fpoke of the foil as fandy, and obferved that the ground 
was covered with ihrubs refembling thofe found at Sydney. 

The convids in this (hip, on their landing, appeared to be aged and 
infirm, the (late in which they were faid to have been embarked. It 
was not therefore to be wondered at, that they had buried twenty>five 
on their paflfage. Twenty were fick, and were immediately landed at 
the hofpital. 

Fifty-five of the convids brought in this fhip, feleded from the 
others as farmers and artificers, were fent up to Parramatta ; of the 
remainder, thofe whofe health would permit them to go were put on 
board the Mary Ann, together with thirty-two convids of bad cha- 
rader from among thofe who came out in the preceding year, and 
eleven privates of the New South Wales corps. On the 8th, the 
Mary Ann failed for Norfolk liland. 

At Parramatta, the only accommodation which the fhortnefs of the 
notice admitted of being provided for the people who were on their 
pafTage was got up ; two tent huts, one hundred feet long, thatched 
with grafs, were ereded j and, independent of the rifk which the 
occupiers might run from fire, they would afford good and com* 
fortable (belter from the weather. 

The Governor had now cbofen fituations for his fettlers, and fixed 
them on their different allotments. Twelve convids, whofe terms of 
tranfportation had expired, he placed in a range of farms at the foot 
of a hill, named Profped Hill, about four miles weft from Parramatta ; 
fifteen others were placed on allotments in a diftrid, named the Ponds, 
from a range of frelh-water ponds being in their vicinity ; thefe weret 
fituated two miles in a diredion North-eaft of Parramatta. Between 
every allotment, a fpace had been referved equal to the largeft grant on 
either fide, purfuant to the inftrudions which the Governor had re- 
ceived ; but it was foon found that this diftribution might be attended 
with much difadvantage to the fettler \ a thick wood of at leaft thirty 
acres muft lie between every allotment ; and a circumftance foon hap- 
pened 
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penc(^ which {hewed the inconvenience confequent thereon, and de- 
termined the Governor to deviate from the infl;pu(flionii, whenever, by 
adhering to them, the fettlers were likely to be material fufferers. 

In the beginning of Auguft information was received, that a much 
larger party of the natives than had yet been feen alTembled at any 
one time, had deftroyed a hut belonging to a fettler at Profpedl Hill, 
who would have been murdered by them, but for the timely and acci- 
dental appearance of another fettler with a mufquet. There was no 
doubt of the hut having been deftroyed, and by natives, though per- 
haps their numbers were much exaggerated ; the Governor, therefore, 
determined to place other fettlers upon allotments which had been re- 
ferved for the Crown ; by which means affiftance in fimilar or other 
accidents would be more ready. 

On the arrival of the Matilda, orders were given that the weekly 
allowance of flour fhould be increafed to five pounds for edch man, 
and three pounds and a half for each woman. 

The platform which had been fome time conftrudking on the Weft 
point being ready for the reception of the cannon, they were moved 
thither. 

On the 2oih, the Atlantic tranfport anchored in the cove from Ply- 
mouth, whence (he failed with two other tranfports ; from whom Ihe 
had parted five weeks fince in bad weather between Rio de Janeiro and 
Port Jackfon, the paflage from which had not been more than ten 
weeks. She had on board a {i;rjeant*s party of the new corps as a 
guard to two hundred and twenty male conviAs, eighteen of whom 
had died on the paflTage : except nine who were fick, the remainder 
were very healthy. The evening before her arrival flhe flood into a 
capacious bay, fituated between Long Nofe and Cape St. George, 
where they found good anchorage and deep water. The naval agent 
on board, who landed, deferibed the foil to be fandy, and the country 
thickly covered with timber. He did not fee any. natives, but found a 
canoe upon the beach, whofe owners perhaps were not far oflf. The 

canoe. 
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canoe, by this gentleman’s account, appeared to be on a fomewhat 
ftronger conftru<ftion than the canoes of Port Jackfon. 

The nc3?t day the Salamander, another tranfport, arrived, bringing 
a ferjeant’s party, and one hundred and fixty male convids, one hun- 
dred and fifty-five of whom arrived in very good health. The party, 
however, had loft their ferjeant, he having (hewn his preference to 
remaining in England, by deferting w’hen the fhip was on the point of 
failing. 

'I'he Governor now direded the ifluing of the full ration j the re- 
duced had continued for twenty -one weeks. 

A party of one hundred couvids were fent to Parramatta ; the Sala- 
mander was ordered to proceed to Norfolk Ifland with the people and 
cargo, and tlic leiuaining couvids from the other fldp were difpofed 
of at Svdi'.cv. 

There were at this time not lefs than feventy pciTons from the Ma- 
tilda an.d Atlantic under medical treatment, being weak, emaciated, 
and unlit for any kiud of labour; and the lift was daily increafing. 
It might have been I'uppofed, tliat on changing from the unwhole- 
fome air of a .Skip's betw^ecn-decks to the purer air of the country, 
the weak would have gathered ftrength ; but it had been obferved, 
that in general, fooa after landing, the convids were afleded with 
dyfentcric complaints, perhaps caufed by the change of water, many 
dying, and others who had ftrength to overcome the difeafe recovering 
from it but flowly. On the 2 Rth the, William and Ann tranfport 
arrived, having on board one ferjeant and twelve privates, one hun- 
dred and eighty-one male convids, with her proportion of ftores and 
proviiions. She had loft feven convids on the palfage ; the remainder 
were very healthy, five only being fo ill as to require removal. 

The town beginning to fill with flrangers (officers and Teamen frorti 
the tranfports), and fpirituous liquors finding their way among the 
convids, it was ordered that none fliould be landed until a permit had 
been granted by the Judge-advocate. 


Bal-loo- 
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Bal-Ioo der>ry, the profcribed native, having ventured intO*the town 
with feme of his friends, one or two armed parties were fent to feize 
him ; and a fpear having been thrown (it was faid by him) two muf- 
quets were fired, by which one of his companions was wounded in 
the leg ; but Bal-loo der-ry was not taken. On the following day it 
was given out in orders, that he was to be taken whenever an oppor- 
tunity offered j and tliat any native attempting to throw a fpear in his 
defence (as it was well known among them why vengeance was de- 
nounced againfl him) was, if poflible, to be prevented from efcaping 
with impunity. 

Thofe who knew this favage regretted that it had been necelfary to 
treat him with this harfhnefs, as among his countrymen they had no 
where feen a finer young man. The perfon v/ho had been wounded 
by him in June was not yet recovered. 

Difcharging the tranfports formed the principal labour during Aii- 
guft. The fhingles on the old hofpital being much decayed, they 
were removed, and the building covered with tiles. 

The convi(Sts at Parramatta were employed in opening forae ground j 
and it was expected, from the exertions they were making, that be- 
tween forty and fifty acres would be foon ready for fowing with Indian 
corn for that feafon. 

It became neceffary to land the cargo brought out in the Sala- 
mander, for the purpofe of re-ftowing it in a manner convenient for 
getting it out at Norfolk Ifland while the fhip was under fail. The 
great inconvenience attending landing a cargo in fuch a fituation had 
been poinred out in letters which could not yet have been attended to. 
It was at the fame time fuggefted, that fhips fhould be freighted pur- 
pofely for Norfolk Ifland, with cafks and bales adapted to the fize of 
the ifland boats, which would in a great meafurc leffen the inconve- 
nience above-mentioned. 

On the 3d of September, near two hundred male convlils, with a 
ferjeant’s party of the New South Wales corps, fome (lores and provi- 
fions, having been put on board the Salamander, fhc failed for Nor- 

4 folk 
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folk Iflaad ; and the Mary Ann returned from that fettleroent on the 
8th, having been abfent only four weeks and two days. The con- 
vi^Sy (lores, and provifions were all fafely landed ; but an unexpe^ed 
furf rifing at the back of the reef, filled the only boat (a Greenland 
whale boat) which the mailer took with him, and ihe was daOied 
upon the reef, and (love : the people fortunately favcd themfelves by 
fwimming. 

From Norfolk Ifland they learned, that the crops of wheat then in 
the ground promifed well, having been Town a month earlier than 
thofe of the laft feafon. Of the public ground ninety acres were in 
wheat, and one hundred in Indian corn : of the ground cleared by 
the convicts, and cultivated by themfelves for their own maintenance, 
there were notlefs at the departure of the tranfport, than two hun- 
dred and fifty acres. Some prifoners having been fent from Norfolk 
liland, the criminal court was aifembled on the 15th for the trial of 
one of them for a capital offence committed there ; but for want of 
fufficient evidence he vras acquitted. Great inconvenience was expe- 
rienced from having to fend prifoners from that ifland with all the 
neceffary witnefles. In the cafe juft mentioned, the profecutor was a 
fettler, who, being obliged to leave his' farm for the time, the bufinefs 
of which was neceffarily fufpcnded until his return, was ruined ; and 
one of the witnefles was in nearly the fame fituation. But as the 
courts in New South Wales would always be the fuperior courts, it 
was not eafy to devife a remedy for thefe inconveniences. 

On the 2 1 ft, his Majefty’s fliip Gorgon, of forty-four guns, com- 
manded by Captain John Parker, anchored within the heads. She 
had failed from England on the 15th of March laft, touching at the 
iflands of Teneriffe and St. Jago, and at the Cape of Good Hope, 
where ihe remained fix weeks, taking in three bulls, twenty-three 
cows, fixty -eight iheep, eleven hogs, two hundred fruit-trees, a quan- 
tity of garden-feed, and other articles for the colony. Unfortunately, 
the bulls and feven of the cows died ; but a bull-calf, which had been 
produced on board, arrived in good condition. 


Six 
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Six months’ provifions for about nine hundred people, with (lores 
for his Majcfty’s armed tender the Supply, and for the marine de- 
tachment, were fent out in the Gorgon ; wherein al(b was embarked 
Mr. King, the late commandant of Norfolk Ifland, now appointed 
by his Majefty Lieutenant-Governor of that fettlement, and a com- 
mander in the navy ; together with a deputy furveyor-general to be 
employed at Norfolk Ifland ; the chaplain and quarter- mafter of the 
New South Wales corps, and a fuperintendant of convids. 

By this (hip alfo came a public feal, to be affixed to all inftrumenta 
drawn in his Majefty’s name ; and a commiffion under the great feal, 
empowering the Governor for the time being to remit, either abfo- 
lutely or conditionally, the whole or any part of the term for which 
felons, or other ofienders, fliould have been or might hereafter, be 
tranfported to that country. Duplicates of each pardon were to be 
fent to England, for the purpofe of inlerting the names of the perfons 
fo emancipated in the firft general pardon which (hould afterwards 
ilTue under the great feal of the kingdom. 

To deferving charaders, of which defeription there were many con- 
vids in the colony, a profped of having the period of their banilhment 
(hortened, and of being reftored to the privilege which by mifeondud 
they had forfeited, had fomething in it very cheering, and was more 
likely to preferve well-intentioned men in honeft and fair purfuits, 
than the fear of punifhment, which would fcldom operate with good 
effed on a mind that entertained no hope of reward for propriety 
of condud. The people who had degraded themfelves fufficiently 
to wear the ftigma of ‘ convid,’ could not be fuppofed in general 
aduated by that nice fenfe of feeling which draws its trueft fatis- v 
fadion from felf-approbation ; they looked for fomething. more fub- 
dantial, fomething more obvious to the external fenfes. , 

In determining the device for the feal of the colony, attention had 
been paid to its local and peculiar circumflances. On the obverfe 
were, the King’s arms, with the royal titles in the margin ; on the 
reverfe, a reprefentation of Convlds landing at Botany Bay, received 

u by 
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by Induftry, who, futrounded by her attributes, a bale of merchan- 
dize, a bee-hive, a pick-axe, and a (hovel, is releafing them from thek 
•fetteps, and pointing to oxen ploughing, and a town rifing on the 
fummit of a hill, with a fort for its protedion. The mafts of a (hip 
arc feen in the bay. In the margin are the words ** Sigillum. Nov. 

Aust.” and for a motto fortis Etruria efevit'^ The feal 
was of filver, and the devices were extremely v/ell executed. 

The cattle were immediately landed, and turned into the inclo- 
fures which had been prepared for them. One cow died in the 
boat going up. 

I’he remaining tranfports of the fleet were now dropping in. On 
the 26th, the Adlive from England, and the (^een from Ireland, 
with convidls of that country, arrived. On board of the Adlive, be- 
fide the ferjeant’s guard, were one hundred and fifty-four male eon- 
vidls. An officer’s party was on board the (^een, with one hundred 
and twenty-fix male and twenty-three female convidls, and three chil- 
dren. Thefe (hips had been unhealthy, and had buried feveral con- 
vidls in their palTage. The fick which they brought in were landed 
immediately ; and many of thofe who Temained, and were not fo ill 
as to require medical alfiftance, were brought on (hore in an emaciated 
and feeble condition, particularly the convidls from the Adlive. They 
in general complained of not having received the allowance intended 
for them ; but their emaciated appearance was to be aferibed as much 
to confinement as to any other caufe. The convidls from the Queen, 
however, accufing the mailer of having withheld their provifions, an 
Inquiry took place before the magillrates j and it appeared beyond 
a doubt, that great abufes had been pradtifed in the KTuing of the 
provifions ; but as to the quantity withheld, it was not poffible to af- 
certain it (b clearly, as to admit of diredlin^^hc deficiency to be made 
good, or of punilhing the parties with that retributive jufticc for 
which the heinoufnefs of their offence fo loudly called : the proceed- 
ings of the magillrates were therefore fubmirted to the Govanor, 
who determined to tranfmit them to the Secretary of State. 


Nothing 
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Nothing could have excited more general indignation than the 
treatment which thefe unfortunate people appeared to have met with ; 
for, what crime could be more offenfive to every fentinient of hu- 
manity, than the endeavour, by curtailing a ration certainly not too 
ample, to derive a temporary advantage from the mifery of beings 
already the vidims of calamity ! 

By the arrival of thefe ftiips feveral articles of comfort were intro- 
duced ; there being fcarcely a veffel that had not brought fomething 
for fale. It could not, however, be faid that they were procurable on 
cafier terms than what had been fold there in the laft year. The 
Spanilh dollar was the current coin, of the colony, which fome of the 
mailers taking at five {hillings, others at four fhilings and fixpence, 
the Governor, in coniideration of the ofiicers having been obliged to 
receive it at five {hillings fterling when given for bills drawn in the 
fettlement, ilTued a proclamation, fixing the currency of the Spanifih. 
dollar at that fum. 

The remainder of the tranfports expeded did not arrive till the 
middle of Odober, The Albemarle was oflf the coaft fome days, and 
arrived on the ijth, with two hundred and fifty male and fix female 
convids, her proportion of (lores and provifions^ and a ferjeant’s' 
party. 

The convids of this (hip made an attempt, in conjundion with 
fome of the feamen, to feize her on the 9th of April, foon after {he 
left England j and they would in all probability have fucceeded, but 
for the adivity and refolution (hewn by the mailer, Mr. George 
Bowen, who, hearing the alarm, had juft time to arm himfelf with a> 
loaded blunderbufs, which he difeharged at one of the mutineers, Wil- 
liam Syney (then in the ad of aiming a blow with a cutlafs at the man 
at the wheel), and lodged its contents in bis (houlder. His companions,, 
feeing what had befallen him, inftantly ran below i but the maftcr, 
his officers,, and fome of the feamen of the (hip, following them, fooa 
fecured the ring-leaders, Owen Lyons ^nd William Syney. A conful- 
tation was held with the naval agent, the {hip*s company, and the 
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military perfons on board ; the rcfult of which was, the immediate 
excciuion of thofe two at the fore-yard-arm. They had at this time 
parted oomj)any with the other tranfports, and no other means feemed 
io likely to deter the convidls from any future attempt of the like 
•nature. It afterwards appearing that two feamen had fupplied them 
with inllruments for fawing off their irons, thefe were left at the 
•iHand of Madeira, to be fent prifoners to England. 

On the following day the Britannia arrived, with one hundred and 
twenty-nine male convid^s, (lores, and provilions on board ; and on 
the 1 6th the Admiral Barrington, the laft of the ten fail of tranfports, 
anchored in the Cove, having on board a captain and a party of the 
New South Wales corps, with two hundred and (ixty-four male con- 
vi£l?, four women, and one child. She too had been unhealthy, 
•having loft thirty-fix convids in the palTage, and brought in eighty- 
four perfons lick. Her (lores and proportion of provifions tvere the 
fame as on board of the other (hips. 

The whole number of convidls now received into the colony, in- 
cluding thirty on board the Gorgon, were, male convidls one thou- 
fand fix hundred and ninety-five ; females one hundred and fixty- 
cight ; and children nine. There were alfo eight free women (wives 
of convidls), and one child ; making a total number of one thoufand 
eight hundred and eighty-one perfons, exclufive of the military. Up- 
wards of two hundred convidls, male and female, had died on their 
paflage. 

Of the ten fail of trarilports, five, after delivering their cargoes, 
were to proceed on the Southern Whale Fifliery ; viz. the Mary Ann, 
Matilda, William and Ann, Salamander, and Britannia. This laft 
failed on the 24th, a week after her arrival, as did thofe whalers which 
had arrived before her. The other tranfports were to proceed to 
Bombay. The quantity of provilions received by thefo (hips being 
calculated for the numbers on board of each for nine months only 
after their arrival ; and as, fo large a body of convidls having been 
fent out, it was not probable that they ihould foon have another 
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fupply, the Governor judged it expedient to fend one df the tranf- 
ports to Bengal, to procure provilion for the colony ; for which pur- 
pofe he hired the Atlantic at fifteen fliillings and fixpence per ton 
per month. 

On the anniverfary of his Majefty’s acceffion to the throne, a fa- 
lute of one-and-twenty guns was fired by the Gorgon ; and at the 
public dinner given on the occafion at Government-houfe, upwards 
of fifty officers were aflembled j a greater number than had ever be- 
fore met in that colony. 

On the 26th the Atlantic failed for Norfolk liland and Calcutta. 

♦ 

for the fitfl of thefc places, fhe had on board Lieutenant-Governor 
King and his family ; a Captain of the New South Wales corps ; an 
affiftant-furgeon ; the Rev. Mr. Johnfon, who voluntarily vifited Nor- 
folk Ifland for the purpofe of performing thofe duties of his office 
which had hitherto been omitted through the want of a minifler to 
perform them; twenty- nine fettlers difeharged from the marines; 
feveral male and female convids, and fome few fettlers from that 
clafs of people. 

The Salamander had returned from Norfolk Ifland, where every 
perfon and article that (he had on board were fafely landed. By 
letters received thence, they learned that it was fuppofed there had 
formerly been inhabitants upon the iiland, feveral ftone hatchets, or 
rather Hones rcfcmbling adzes, and others refembling chilTels, having 
been found in turning up fome ground in the interior parts. 
Lieutenant-Governor King had formerly entertained the fame fup* 
pofition from difeovering the banana tree growing in regular rows. 

The tranquillity of the little town of Sydney was much lefs dif- 
turbed than it was imagined would have been the cafe, from the 
great influx of diforderly feamen who were at times let loofe from 
the tranfports ; this, probably, was. owing to the enforcing of the 
port-orders, from the firft, with fome degree of feverity. 

The foundation of a new ftore-houfe was begun at Sydney ; this, 
and clearing the tranfports, formed the principal labour there. 
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The month of Oftober had produced a fecond inftance of an un'- 
fortunate being, a convift, who had put an end to his cxiftence, to 
avoid that puniQiment which he wanted the refolution not to deferve. 

From Parramatta two convidJis were miiling, fuppofed to have been 
killed by the natives. 

On the firft day of November, information was received from Par- 
ramatta, that a body of twenty male convidis and one female, of thofe 
lately arrived in the Queen tranfport from Ireland, each taking a 
week’s provifions, and armed with tomahawks and knives, had ab> 
fconded from that frttlement, with the chimerical idea of walking to 
China, or of finding fome country wherein they would be received 
and entertained without labour. It was generally fuppofed, however,, 
that this improbable tale was only a cover to the real defign, which 
might be to procure boats, and get on board the tranfports after they 
had left the cove. An officer from Parratnatta with a party was im- 
mediately fent in purfuit of them, who traced them as far down the 
harbour as Lane cove, whence he reached the Settlement of Sydney^ 
without obtaining any further intelligence of them. A few days 
afterward, the people in a boat belonging to the Albemarle tranfport,. 
which had been down the harbour to procure wood on the North 
ihore, met with the wretched female who had accompanied the men. 
She had been feparated from them for three days, and wandered by 
herfrlf, entirely ignorant of her fituation, until ffie came to the water- 
fide, where, fortunately, ihe foon after nifst the boat. ' Boats were 
fent down the next day, and the woman* s hufband was found, and 
taken back to the fettlement. They both gave the fame abfurd ac- 
count of their defign as before related, and appeared to have fufiered) 
very confiderably by fatigue, hunger, and heat. The man had loft his 
companions eight-and-forty hours before he was himfelf difeovered ; 
and no tidings of them were received for feveral days, although boats 
were conftantly fent into the northiiweft arm, and the lower part of 
the harbour. 


Three 
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Three of thefe miferable people were fome time after met by ibme 
officers who were on an excurfion to the lagoon between the harbour 
and Broken Bay j but, notwithftanding their fuuaiion, they did not 
readily give themfelves up; and, when queftioncd, faid that they 
wanted nothing more than to live free from labour. Thefe people 
were fent up to Parramatta, whence, regardlcfs of what they had 
experienced, and might again fuffer, they a fecond time abfeonded 
in a few days after they had returned. Parties were immediately dif- 
patched, and thirteen of thofe who firft abfeonded were brought in, 
in a ftate of deplorable wretchednefs, naked, and nearly worn out 
with hunger. Some of them had fubftfted chiefly by fucking the 
flowering Ihrubs and wild berries of the woods ; and the whole ex- 
hibited a pidure of mifery that feemed fufficient to deter others from 
the like extravagant folly. The pradice of flying from labour into 
the woods ftill prevailing, the Governor caufed all the convids who 
had arrived that year to be aiTembled ; when he informed them of his 
determination to put a flop to their abfeonding by fending out parties 
with orders to fire upon them whenever they fhould be met with ; 
and he declared, that if any were brought in alive, he would either 
land them on a part of the harbour where they could not depart, or 
chain them together with only bread and water for their fubfiftence, 
during the remainder of their terms of tranfportation. He like wife 
told them of information which he had received that they intended to 
arm themfelves and feize upon the ftores ; but if they did make an 
attempt of that kind, every man who might be taken Ihould be 
inftantly put to death. Having thus endeavoured to imprefs them 
with ideas of certain puniffiment if they oflended in future, he for- 
gave fome for fmall oflences, exhorted them to go cheerfully to their 
labour, and changed their hours of work, agreeable to a requeft which 
they had made. 

Four hundred and fifty of thefe miferable people had received me- 
dicines from the hofpital in the morning of the day when the Go- 
vernor, 
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veraor had thus addrefled them. The prevailing difeafe was a dyfen- 
tery, which was accompanied by a general debility. 

From her intended trial of the whale -fiihery on the coaftthe Bri- 
tannia arrived on the loth, and was followed on the next day by 
the Mary Ann. The former, in company with the William and Ann,, 
the day £he went out, killed feven fpermaceti whales, two only of 
which they were able to fecure, on account of tl^e bad w^eather that 
prevailed. From the whale which fell to the Britannia’s fliarc,* 
although but a fmall one, thirteen barrels of oil were procured j and, 
in the opinion of the mailer, the oil, from its containing a greater 
proportion of that valuable part of the fifli called by the whalers the 
head-matter, was worth ten pounds more per ton than that of the 
filh of any part of the world that he had been in. He thought that 
a moft advantageous voyage might be made upon that coall, as he 
was confident upwards of fifteen thoufand whales were feen in the 
firll ten days that he was abfent, the greater number of which were 
obferved off the harbour of Sydney ; and he was prevented from 
filling his fhip by bad weather alone, having met with only one day 
during the time he was out in which he could lower down a boat. 

The fuccefs and report of the mailer of the Mary Ann were very 
different ; he had been as. far to the fouthward as the latitude of 75® 
without feeing a whale ; and in a gale of wind Ihipped a fea that Hove 
two of his boats, and walhed down the velTels for boiling the oil, 
which were fixed in brick-work, and to repair which be was obliged 
to return into port. ‘ 

The Matilda came in. a few days afterwards from Jervis Bay, being 
leaky. They had feen many whales, but were prevented by the bad- 
xiefs of the weather from, killing any. 

The William and Ann foon followed, confirming tlie report of the 
great number of filh which were to be feen upon the coall, and the 
difficulty of getting at them. She had killed only one, and came in 
to repair her main-mad. 


Adif. 
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A difTerence of opinion prevailed among the mailers of the iliips 
which had been out, refpeaing the eftablilhing of a wbale-fiihery 
upon that coaft. In one particular, however, they all agreed ; which 
was, that the coaft abounded with filhj but the major part of them 
thought that the currents and bad weather prevailing at this ieafon of 
the year, and which appeared to be alfo the feafon of the fiih, would 
prevent any (hips from meeting with that fuccefs, of which on their 
fetting out they themfclves had formed fuch fanguine hopes. One 
of them thought that the others, in giving this opinion, were prema- 
ture, and that they were not fufficiently acquainted with the weather 
on the coail to form any judgment of the advantage to be derived 
from future attempts. They were determined, neveithclefs, to give it 
another trial, on the failure of which they meant to profecute their 
voyage to the coaft of Peru. They accordingly failed again toward 
the latter end of the month. 

Before the full ration had continued quite three months, it was 
once more reduced ; two pounds of flour being taken off, and one 
pint of peafe and one pint of oatmeal ifliied in their ftead. 

The Supply armed tender, having completed her repairs, failed for 
England on the 26th. The fervices of this little veflel had endeared 
her, and her officers and people, to the colony. The regret which 
they felt at parting with them was, however, leflened by a know- 
ledge that they were flying from a country of want and difcomfort, 
to one of abundance and pleafure ; where, it was to be hoped, the 
fervices that they had performed would be rewarded by that attention 
and promotion to which they naturally looked up, and had an indif- 
putable claim. 

At this time the public live-ftock in the fettlement conlifted of one 
ftallion aged, one mare, two young ftallions, two coltsj fixtcen cows, 
two calves, one ram, fifty ewes, fix lambs, one boar, fourteen fows, 
and twenty-two pigs. 

The ground in cultivation at and about Parramatta amounted to 

three hundred acres in maize, forty-four in wheat, fix in barley, one 

X in 
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in oats j two in potatoes, four in vines, eighty-fix in garden-ground, 
and ftventeen in cultivation by the New South Wales corps. In ad- 
dition to thefe, there were one hundred and fifty acres cleared to be 
fown with turnips} ninety acres were in cultivation by fettlers, 
twenty-eight by officers, civil and military, at and about Sydney ; 
and at Parramatta one hundred and forty acres were inclofed, and the 
timber thinned for cattle ; making a total of nine hundred and twenty 
acres of land, thinned, cleared, aad cultivated. 

The mortality during the month of November had been great, 
fifty male and four female convicts dying within it. Five hundred 
fick perlbns received medicine at the end of that time. The extreme 
heat of the weather had not only increafed the fick lift, but had added 
one to the number of deaths. On the 4th, a convidl attending upon 
one of the gentlemen, in paffing from his houfe to his kitchen, with- 
out any covering upon his head, received a coup de foleil^ which at the 
time deprived him of fpeech and motion, and, in lefs four-and- 
twenty hours, of his life. The thermometer on that day ftood at 
twelve o'clock at 94!°, and the wind was N. W. 

By the dry weather which prevailed the water had been fo much 
afieded, befides being leflcned by the watering of fome tranlports, 
that a prohibition was laid by the Governor on the watering of the 
remainder at Sydney, and their boats were directed to go to a con- 
venient place upon the North Ihore. To remedy this evil, the Go- 
vernor had employed the ftone-mafon's gang to cut tanks out of the 
rock, which would be refervoirs for the water large enough to fupply 
the fettlement for fome time. 

On the 3d of December, two of the whalers, the Matilda and Mary 
Ann, came in from fea. The former had landed a boat in a bay on 
the coaft about fix miles fouthward of Port Stephens, where the fcine 
was hauled, and a large quantity of fifli taken } but of the fiffi that they 
went in fearch of they faw none. The Mary Ann was rather more 
fortunate. By going to the fouthward, £he killed nine fiffi ; of five of 
them fixe fecured enough to procure about thirty barrels of oil } but 
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was prevented by bad weather from getting more. Thefe ihips 
failed again immediately, and both ran down the coaf): as far to the 
Ibuthward as 36° 30', and returned without killing a fifh. The 
mailers attributed their bad fuccefs to currents ; and, giving up all 
hopes of a filhery there, they determined to quit the coall. The two 
other fhips returned with the like ill fortune. The mailers were all 
now of one opinion, and alike dilinclined to try the coall any longer. 
It mull be remarked, however, that the whalers were not out of port 
at any one time long enough to enable them to fpeak with any great 
degree of precifion either for or againll the probability of fticcefs. 
They feemed more defirous of obtaining a knowledge of the har- 
bours on the coall : the William and Ann had been feen in Broken 
Bay ; others had vilited Botany Bay and Jervis Bay ; the Salamander 
had remained long enough in Port Stephens , (a harbour to the north- 
ward, until then not vifited by any one), to take an eye-fketch of the 
harbour and fome of its arms ; and Port Jackfon was found to have 
its conveniences. After a well-manned and well-found whaler Ihould 
have kept the Tea for an entire feafon, the probability of fuccefs 
might be determined. 

The tranfport having returned from Norfolk Ifland, with the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor and the officers and foldiers of the marine corps, 
who were to take their palTage to England in the Gorgon, the greater 
part of the marine detachment embarked on board of that fhip on 
the 13th. Thofe who did not embark were left for the duty of the 
place until the remainder of the New South Wales corps Ihould arrive. 
The Gorgon failed on the 1 8th. 

The marines who now left Port Jackfon, had gone there in the firll 
fhips, and were as valuable a corps as any in his Majelly's fervice. 
They had llruggled in that country with greatly more than the com- 
mon hardlhips of their duty ; and were now quitting it, after having 
opened and fmoothed the way for their fuccelTors, and from which, 
whatever benefit might hereafter be derived mull be derived by thofe 
who had the eafy talk of treading in paths previoufly and painfully 
formed by them. 

X 2 The 
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The Cove and the fettlement were now refuming that dull uni- 
formity of uninterefting circumftances which had generally prevailed. 
The Supply and Gorgon had departed, and with them a valuable part 
of the fociety ; and in a few days after the Matilda and the Mary 
Ann failed for the coaft of Peru. Thefe had fomc convicts on board, 
who were permitted to fhip themfelves with the mafters. 

A further redudtion of one pound cf flour from the ration took 
place at the conclufion of December ; and from the ftate of the pro- 
vifion ftorcs, the Governor, on Chrift mas-day, could only give one 
pound of flour to each woman in the fettlement. 

At Parramatta various offences were ftill committed, and many of 
the convids there not having any part of their week’s ration remain- 
ing when Tuefday or Wednefday night came, the Governor direded, 
as he had before done for the fame reafon, that the provifions fhould 
be iflued daily. This meafure being difapproved, the convids af- 
fembled ' in rather a tumultuous manner before the Governor’s 
houfe at Parramatta, to requeft that their provifions might be 
ferved as ufual on Saturdays. The Governor refufed ; and as they 
were heard to murmur and talk of Obtaining by different means what 
was refufed to entreaty (words fpoken among the crowd, and the per- 
fon who was fo daring not being diftinguifhable from the reft), he 
affured them that, as he knew the major part of them were led by 
eight or ten defigning men to whom they looked up, and to whofe 
names he was not a ftranger, on any open appearance of difeontent, 
he fhould make immediate examples of them. Before they were dif- 
miffed, they promifed greater propriety of condud and implicit obe- 
dience to the orders of their fuperiors, and declared their readinefs to 
receive their provifions as had been direded. 

This was the firft inftance of any tumultuous affembly among thefe 
people, and was now to be aferibed to the fpirit of refiftance and vil- 
lainy lately imported by the new comers. 

The mofl material public work of December was the completing 
and occupying of the new ftore on the eaft fidej its dimenfions were 

eighty 
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eighty feet by twenty-four ; and as it was built for the purpofe of 
containing dry llores, the height was beyond what was commonly 
adopted in that country, and a fpacious loft was formed, capable of 
containing a large quantity of bale goods. 

During the month a warrant of emancipation palTed the feal of the- 
territory to John Lowe, Henry Cane, Richard Cheats, Thomas Filk,, 
Daniel Cubitt, Charles Pafs, George Bolton, William Carelefs, Wil- 
liam Curtis, John Chapman Morris, Thomas Merrick, William Skin- 
ner, and James Weavers, convids who left England in the Guardian, 
on condition of their redding within the limits of that government, and 
not returning to England within the period of their refpedive fentences! 
Inftrudions to this effed had been received from home, Lieutenant 
Riou having interefted himfelf much in their behalf on account of 
their good condud while under his diredions. They were to be at 
liberty to work at any trade they might be acquainted with ; but 
during their continuance In that country they were to be difpofed of 
wherever the Governor fhould think proper. They were alfo at 
liberty to fettle land upon their own account. 

The number who died by ficknefs in the year 1791 were, one of the 
civil eftablifhment ; two foldiers ; one hundred and fifty-five male and 
eight female convids ; and five children; making in the whole twenty- 
eight more than had died during the preceding year. 

In the above time one male convid was executed ; one drowned ; 
four loft in the woods (exclufive of the Irifh convids who had ab- 
fconded, and of whom no certain account was ever procured) ; one de- 
ftroyed himfelf ; and eight men, one woman, and two children, had 
run from the fettlenient ; making a lofs of one hundred and eighty- 
nine perfoiis. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

THE QUEEN SAILS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND.— WHALERS ON THEIR FISHING 
VOYAGES.— CONVICTS MISSING.— DEPREDATIONS,— PROCLAM ATION.-— 

CONVICT EXECUTED. THE PITT WITH LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR GROSE 

ARRIVES.— GOODS SELLING.— SICKNESS. — THE PITT SAILS. — MR. LUR- 
TON KILLED.— STORMY WEATHER.— PUBUC WORKS.— REGULATIONS RE- 
SPECTING PERSONS WHO HAD SERVED THEIR TERMS OF TRANSPORTATION. 
—NATIVES. — MORTALITY IN APRIL.— APPEARANCE AND STATE OF THE 
CONVICTS. — RATION AGAIN REDUCED.— QUANTITY OF FLOUR IN STORE. 
— SETTLERS, — STATE OF TRANSACTIONS WITH THE NATIVES.— PUBLIC 
WORKS.— AVERAGE PRICES GF GR.\1N, &C. AT SYDNEY AND AT PARRA- 
MATTA.— MORTALITY DECREASES. — K1NG*S BIRTH-DAY.— THE ATLAN- 
TIC RETURNS FROM BENGAL.- ACCOUNT RECEIVED OF BRYANT AND HIS 
COMPANIONS.— RATION STILL FURTHER REDUCED. — QUANTITY OF PRO- 
VISIONS RECEIVED FROM CALCUTTA.— THE BRITANNIA ARRIVES FROM 

ENGLAND.— RATION INCREASED. CONVICT EMANCIPATED. PUBLIC 

WORKS.— THE BRITANNIA CLEARED.— SURVEY OF PROVISIONS. — INTEL- 
LIGENCE FROM NORFOLK ISLAND. 

J7ARLY In the month of January 1792, fixty-two people, fettlers and 
convidls, with Mr. Bayne, the Chaplain of the New South Wales 
corps (who offered his fcrviccs, as there never had been a clergyman 
there), embarked on board the Queen for Norfolk Ifland j the mafter 
of that (hip having engaged to carry them and a certain quantity of 
provifions thither for the Aim of one hundred and Afty pounds. Of 
the fettlers twenty-two were lately difeharged from the marine fervice, 
and the remainder were convids; fome of the latter, whofe terms of 
tranfportation had expired, had chofen Norfolk Illand to fettle in, and 
Others were fent to be employed for the public. 
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This flilp, with the Admiral Barrington for India, failed on the 6th, 
and the Salamander and Britannia on the 7th. Bjr thefe (hips the 
colony loft fome ufeful people whom it could ill fparej but who, 
their terms of tranfportation having expired, would not be induced to 
, remain in tlie fettlement, and could not be prevented from quitting it. 

By the commiflary’s report of the mufter, it appeared that forty- 
four men and nine women were abfent and unaccounted for; in 
which number were included thofe who were wandering in the 
woods, feeking for a new fettlement, or endeavouring to get into the 
path to China ! Of thefe people many, after lingering a long time, 
and exifting merely on roots and wild berries, periflied miferably. 
Others found their way in, after being abfent feveral weeks, and re- 
ported the fate of their wretched companions, being themfelves re- 
duced to nearly the fame condition, worn down and exhaufted with 
fatigue and want of proper fuftenance. 

Yet, although the appearance of thefe people confirmed their ac- 
count of what they had undergone, others were ftill found ignorant 
and weak enough to run into the woods, imprefled with the idea of 
either reaching China by land, or finding a new fettlement where la- 
bour would not be impofed on them, and where the inhabitants were 
civil and peaceable. Two of thefe wretches, at the time of their 
abfconding, met a convifl: in their way, not far from the new 
grounds, whom they robbed of his provifions, and beat in fo cruel a 
manner that, after languiftiing for fome time, he died. He defcribed 
their perfons and mentioned their names, with the precife circum- 
ftances attending their treatment of him ; and it was hoped that they 
would have lived to return, and receive the reward of their crime ; 
but one of their companions, who furvived them, brought in an 
account of their having milerably ended a wicked exiftence in the 
woods. 

Several people died at Parramatta, fome of whom were at labour, 
apparently in health, and died in four-and-twenty hours. An ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary circumftance attended the death of one poor creature, 
though it certainly was not the caufe of it ; while dragging with 
others at a brick cart, he was fcized with a fainting fit, and when he 
recovered was laid down under a cart which Hood in the road, that 
he might be in the lhade. Being weak and ill, he fell afieep. On 
waking, and feeling fomething tight about his neck, he put up his 
hand, when, to his amazement and horror, he graiped the folds of 
a large fnake which had twined itfelf round his neck. In endeavour- 
ing to difengage it, the animal bit him by the lip, which became in- 
ftantly tumid. Two men, pafling by, took off the fnake and threw 
it on the ground, when it erefted itfelf, and flew at one of them ; 
but they foon killed it. The man who had fainted at the cart died 
the next morning, not, however, from any effedl of the bite of the 
fnake, but from general debility. 

About this time the public bake-houfe at Parramatta was robbed of 
a large quantity of flour and bifcuit; to effect which theft the 
robbers had made their way down the chimney. The convi<as at 
this place having alTembled in an improper and tumultuous man- 
ner, the Governor thought proper to iflue a proclamation, in which 
the convids were ftridly forbidden ever to aflemble in numbers un- 
der any pretence whatever : all complaints being to be made through 
the medium of the fuperintendants or overfeers j and any difobedience 
to this proclamation was to be punifhed with the utmofl: feverity. 

Among the numerous inftances of the profligacy of the convidls 
which occurred at this time, one is deferving of notice : a woman, 
•who had been entrufled to carry the allowance of flour belonging to 
two other women to the bake-houfe, where fhe had run in debt for 
bread which fhe had taken up on their account, mixed with it a 
quantity of pounded ftone, in the proportion of two thirds of grit 
to one of flour. Fortunately, fhe was deteded before it had been 
mixed with other flour at the bake-houfe, and was fentenced to wear 
an iron collar for fix months as a punifhment for her offence. 


One 
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One conviifl during this month was executed for theft : at the tree 
he addrefled his fellow-convids, warning them to avoid the paths that 
he had purfued ; but protefted that he had been induced by hunger to 
commit the crime for which he fuffered. He appeared defirous of 
death, declaring that he knew he could not live without Healing. 

To a tra£t of land marked out for eight marines who had become 
lettlers, the name of the Field of Mars was given by Governor Philip. 

The convids employed in cultivating and clearing public ground 
beyond Parramatta, having been landed in a weak and fickly ftate, 
wore in general a moft miferable and emaciated appearance, and num- 
bers of them died daily. The reduced ration by no means contributed 
to their amendment j the wheat that was raifed in the laft year (four 
hundred and fixty bulhels), after referving fuHicient for feed, was 
ifliied to them at a pound per man per week ; and a pound of rice 
per week was ilfued to each male convi£t at Sydney. 

On the 14th of February the fignal was made for a fail, and Ihortly 
after the Pitt, Captain Edward Manning, anchored in the cove from 
England, having failed on the 17th of July from Yarmouth Roads, 
and had rather a long paffage, touching at St. Jago, Rio de Janeiro, 
and the Cape of (Jood Hope. She had on board Francis Grofe, Efq. 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the fettlements, and Major-Commandant 
of the New South Wales corps; one company of which, together 
W'ith the adjutant, came out with him. 

This veflel brought out three hundred and nineteen male, and 
forty-nine female convidfs, five children, and feven free women, with 
fait provifions calculated to ferve that number of people ten months, 
but which would only furnilh the colony with provifions for forty 
days. The fiipply of provifions was confined to fait meat, under the 
idea that the colony was not in immediate want of flour, and that a 
fupply had been fent from Calcutta, which, together with what had 
been procured from Batavia, that which had been fent from England, 
and the grain that might have been raifed in the fettlements, would 
be adequate to their confumption. The difpatches, however, which 

y had 
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had been forwarded from Port Jackfon by the Juftinian in July 1790,. 
having been received by the Secretary of State, what appeared from, 
thofe communications to be neceflary for the colony were to be fent 
in one or more fliips to be difpatched in the autumn, with an addi~ 
tional number of convidts, and the remaining company of the new 
corps. A floop in frame, of the burthen of forty-one tons, was fent 
out in the Pitt ; to make room for which, feveral bales of clothing, 
and many ufeful articles, were obliged to be excluded. 

The Pitt brought-in many of her convidls fick ; and feveral of her 
feamen, with fifteen foldiers of the New South Wales corps, had died 
fliortly after her leaving St. J-ago, owing to her having touched there 
during an unhealthy feafon. 

Permilfion having been obtained, a fhop was opened at a hut on 
fliore for the fale of various articles brought out in the Pitt ; and, 
although a .fleet of tranfports had but lately failed from the place,, 
notwithftanding the diflferent orders which had been fent to Bengal, 
and the high price at which every thing was fold, the avidity with 
which all deferiptions of people grafped at what was to be purchafed 
was extraordinary, and could only be accounted for by the diflance 
of their fituation from the mother-country, the uncertainty of re- 
ceiving fupplies from thence, and the length of time which they had 
heretofore had the mortification to find elapfe without receiving any. 

It being neceflary to fend to Norfolk Ifland a proportion of what 
provifions were in ftorCj the Pitt was engaged for that purpofe, for 
which fervicc her owners were to receive 65 il., a fum equal to fix 
weeks demurrage for the Ihip. 

There was at this time only fifty-two days* flour,, and twenty-one 
weeks’ fait provifions in ftore, at the reduced ration then ilTued. 

A perfon deemed well qualified for the purpofe was now employed 
to fet up the veflel, the frame of which had arrived in the Pitt j but as 
he was the only fliipwright in the colony, the work of courfe pro- 
ceeded flowly, and fhe would moft aflTuredly have much fooner ren- 
dered the fervices which were required of her, had fhe been put to- 
gether 
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gether in England, coppered, and fent out manned and officered ; bjr 
wliich means too, the fettlement would have received many articles 
which were left behind to make room for her in the Pitt. 

In the latter end of March a malady of an alarming nature was per- 
ceived in the colony. Four or five of the convi(fls were feized with 
infanity ; and, as the major part of thofe who were vifited with this 
calamity were females (who, on account of their fex were not harafied 
■with hard labour, and who in general fhared largely of fuch little 
comforts as were to be procured in the fettlement), it was difficult to 
afiign a caule for this diforder. 

With a dreadful fick lift, and death making rapid ftrides, April 
commenced : a lamentable circumftance to thofe who had to provide 
by their labour for the fupport of a colony, in which, from its great 
diftance, not only from the parent country, but from every port where 
fupplics could be procured, it became an objed of the firft magnitude 
and importance to endeavour fpeedily, and by every poffible exertion^ 
to place its inhabitants in a fituation that accident or delay might not 
affe^l. His Majefty’s fhip Guardian afforded a melancholy recollec- 
tion how much the colony had already felt from mifadventure ; and 
the delay which occurred in the voyage of the Lady Juliana tranfport 
had proved equally calamitous. The recent circumftance of a fhip ar- 
riving without a fupply of flour, and other unfortunate contingencies, 
fpoke with a “ warning voice,” and loudly demanded that every arm 
which could be raifed Ihould be exerted to make provifion againft the 
hour of want. Few, however, in comparifon with the meafure of 
their neceflities, were the numbers daily brought into the field for the 
purpofe of cultivation ; and of thofe who could handle the hoe or the 
fpade by far the greater part carried hunger in their countenances ; but 
it was earneftly and anxioufly hoped and expefled, that by the fpeedy 
arrival of fupplies from England the full ration of every fpecics of 
proviflons would be once more iffued, when labour would be re- 
newed with additional vigour and effect, health and ftrength be feen 
refiding among them, and approaches of independence on Great 

V 2 Britain 
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Britain be fomething more than a fanguine hope or vifionary fpecula- 
tion. The convifls, and fuch ftores and provifions as the Governor 
thought it neceflary to fend to Norfolk Ifland, being embarked, the 
Pitt failed on the 7th. 

On the 13th died Mr, David Burton, of a gun-fhot wound. This 
young man, on account of the talents that he polTefled as a botanill, and 
the fervices which he was capable of rendering in the furveying line, 
could but very ill be fpared in the fettlement. His lofs was occafioned 
by one of thofe accidents which fo frequently happen to perfons who 
are inexperienced in the ufe of fire-arms. It was remarkable, that this 
young man went out a (hooting with that fenfation of the mind which 
is called prefentiment, having more than once obferved, that he feared 
fome accident would happen ; nor did he ceafe to be tormented with 
this unpleafant idea, until his gun, which he carried rather awkwardly, 
went off, and lodged its contents in the ground within a few inches of 
the feet of the • perfon who preceded him in the walk through the 
woods. Confidering this as the accident which his mind foreboded, 
he went on afterwards perfectly freed from apprehenfion. But he 
was deceived ; for on reaching the banks of the river, they found on 
its furface innumerable flocks of thofe fowl of which they were in 
fcarch. Mr. Burton, in order to have a better view of them, got upon 
the flump of a tree, and refling his hand on the muzzle of his piece, 
1 alfed himfelf by its afliflance as high as he was able. The butt of 
the gun refted on the ground, which was thickly covered with long 
grafs, (hrubs, and weeds. No one faw the danger of fuch a fituation 
in time to prevent what followed. By fome motion of this unfor- 
tunate young man the piece went off, and the contents, entering his 
wrift, forced their way up between the two bones of his right arm, 
which were much fhattered, to the elbow. One of his companions, 
with great prefence of mind, applied bandages torn from a fliirt, or 
the wounded man mufl foon have bled to death. This accident hap- 
pened at five. in the afternoon; and it was not till ten at night of 
the following day that the fufferer reached Parramatta. The confe- 
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quence was, that fuch a violent fever and inflammation had taken 
place, that any attempt to fave life by amputation would only have 
haflened his end. In the night of the 12th a mortification came on, 
and he expired the following morning, leaving behind him, what he 
univerfally enjoyed while living, the efleem and refped of all who 
knew him. 

A perfon of a far different defcription and charader met with an 
accidental death the following day ; being killed by a blow from the 
limb of a tree, which fell on his head as he paffed under it, and 
fractured his Ikull. He died upon the fpot, without being allowed a 
moment for that repentance of which his part life flood greatly in 
need. His companions and fellow-prifoners (for he was a convift) 
declared him to have been fo great a reprobate, that he was fcarcely 
ever known to fpcak without an oath, or without calling on his 
Maker as a witnefs to the truth of the lie that he was about to utter. 

The weather, from the commencement of the month, had been ex- 
tremely bad ; heavy florms of wind and rain having generally pre- 
vailed until the 1 3th, when fair weather fucceeded. At Parramatta 
the gale had done much damage; feveral huts, which were built 
in low ground, were rendered almoft inacccfliblc, and the greater 
part of the wattled huts fuffered very much. A large portion of the 
cleared ground was laid under w'ater, and fuch corn as had not 
been reaped was beaten down. At Sydney the effeds of the florin, 
though it had been equally violent, were not fo fevere. Moft of 
the houfes, indeed, were rendered damp, and had leaks in different 
parts ; and feeds which had been recently fown were wafhed out of 
the ground. In the woods it had raged with much violence ; the 
people employed to kill game declared that it was dangerous to walk 
in the forefls ; and the ground, covered with huge limbs or whole 
trunks of trees, confirmed the truth of their report. 

On the 1 3th a redudion took place in the ration. Tliree pounds of 
flour, and two pounds of maize, with four pounds oPpork, were ferved 
to each man ; and three pounds of flour, and • one pound of maize, 
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with four pounds of pork, to each woman. The children received 
the iil’ual proportion. To fuch alterations the fettlcment had now 
tor fonic years been habituated *, and, although it was well known 
that they never were impofed but when the ftate of the ftores ren- 
dered them abfolutely necelTary, it was impoflible to meet the re- 
dudion without refleding, that the eftabliflied ration would have 
been adequate to every want; the plea of hunger could not have been 
advanced as the motive and excufe for thefts ; and difeafe would not 
have met fo powerful an ally in its ravages among the debilitated and 
emaciated objeds which the gaols had crowded into traniports, and 
the tranfports landed in thefe fettlements. 

The works in hand were, building brick huts at Sydney for con- 
vlds, confining of two apartments, each hut being twenty-fix feet in 
front, and fourteen feet in width, and intended to contain ten people^ 
w’ith a fuitable allotment of garden ground ; completing tanks for 
water ; widening the bridges, &c. One day in each week was dedi- 
cated to the ifluing of provifions ; and the labour of the other five 
(with interruptions from bad weather, and the plea of the reduced ra- 
tion) did not amount in all to three good working days. 

At Parramatta the principal labour was getting in and houfing the 
maize, and preparing ground for the next year’s grain. The foun- 
dations of a town-hall and an hofpital were laid. The town-hall was 
intended to include a market-place for the fale of grain, fifh, poultry, 
live flock, wearing apparel, and every other article that convi<Ss 
might purchafe or fell. An order eftablifhing this regulation had 
been given out at Parramatta, and a clerk of the market appointed to 
regifter every commodity that was brought for barter or fale ; direct- 
ing, in the cafe of non-compliance, the forfeiture both of the pur- 
chafe-money and of the article ; to be given, one moiety to the infor- 
mer, and the other to the hofjpital for the benefit of the fick. This 
order was meant to prevent the felling or interchanging of llolea 
goods among the convicts, which prevailed to a great degree. 


It 
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It required foinething more than common application to adapt re- 
medies to the various irregularities which from time to time grew up 
in the fettlement ; and foinething more than common ingenuity to 
counteract the artifices of thofe whofc meditations were hourly di- 
rected to fchemes of evafion or depredation. 

The natives had not lately given any interruption by ads of hof- 
tility. Several of their young people continued to refide among the 
fettlers ; and the different houfes in the town were frequently vifited 
by their relations : but very little information that could be depended 
upon refpeding their manners and cuftoms was obtained through this 
intercourfe ; and it was obferved, that they converfed with the white 
people in a mutilated and incorreCt language, formed entirely on the 
iinperfed knowledge and improper application, by the latter, of the 
native’s words. 

The mortality in the month of April had been extremely great. Dif- 
treffing as it was, however, to fee the poor wretches daily dropping into 
the grave, it was far more afHiding to obferve the countenances and 
emaciated perfons of many who remained, foon to follow their n.ifer- 
able companions. Every ftep was taken that could be devifed to favc 
them ; a fifhery was efiablifhed ‘at the fouth-head, exclufivcly for the 
ufe of the fick. The different people who were employed by indi- 
viduals to kill game were given up for the ufe of the hofpital ; and, 
to ftimulate them to exertion, a reward was offered according to their 
fuccefs. 

The weakeft of the conviCls were excufed from all kinds of hard 
labour ; but it was not hard labour that deftroyed them ; it was an 
entire want of ftrength in the conftitution, and which nothing but 
proper nourifhment could repair. 

This dreadful mortality was confined chiefly to the conviCls who 
had arrived in the laft year j of one hundred and twenty-twQ 
male conviCts who came out in the Queen tranfport from Ireland, 
fifty only were living at the beginning of May. The robberies 
which were every day and night committed were alfo nearly confined 
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to this clafs of the convlds ; and the wretches who were concerned 
in the commiiTion of them were in general too weak to receive a 
punilhrnent adequate to their crimes. Their univerAil plea was 
hunger; a plea, which, though it could not be contradided, impe- 
rious neccflity deprived of its due weight, and frequently compelled 
punifhment to be inflided when pity was the prevailing fentiment. 

The Indian corn which was ftolcn and dellroyed at this time was 
computed to have been at lead one fixth of what had been raifed. 
This was a very ferious lofs, and increafed the anxiety for the re- 
ceipt of thofe fupplics from England which had not arrived, though 
the time had elapfed in which they fhould have appeared, had their 
departure taken place at the period mentioned by the Secretary of 
State. His Excellency therefore thought it prudent ftill farther to 
abridge the ration of flour to one pound and a half; and, as Indian 
corn was now neceflarily become the principal part of each perfon’s 
fuftenance, hand-niills and querns were fet to work to grind it coarfe 
for every perfon both at Sydney and at Parramatta ; and at the latter 
place wooden mortars, with a lever and peftlc, were alfo ufed to break 
the corn; and thefe pounded it much finer than it could be ground 
by the hand-mills ; but it was effeded with great labour. This was, 
on the whole, the worft ration hitherto iflued. The rice formerly 
given was much more nutritive than the Indian corn now ferved in its 
ftead ; it could likewife be ufed in a much greater variety of modes 
than it was poflible to prepare the corn in. 

As at this period the flour in ftore was reduced to a very incon- 
fiderable quantity, twenty-four days at the new ration, and the fait 
provifions not affording a fupply for a longer time than three months, 
it became a melancholy, although natural refledion, that had not fuch 
numbers died, both in the paffage and fince the landing of thofe who 
furvived the voyage, they would not at that hour have had the mi- 
ferable pittance which they yet received : thus firangely did they de- 
rive benefit from the calamities of their fellow- creatures. 
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Several of the fettlers at Parramatta had, notwith (landing the ex-' 
treme drought of the feafon, had fuch crops as enabled them to take 
off from the public ftore, fome one, and others two convidls, to afljft 
in preparing the grounds for the next year. Thefe bartered their 
corn for fait provilion ; but others of the fettlers, inattentive to their 
own intcrefts, and more defirous of acquiring for the prefcnt wdiat 
they deemed comforts, than Audious to provide for the future, not 
only negle<Sted the cultivation of their lands, but fold the breeding 
Aock with which they had been fupphed by order of the Governor, 
Excliifive of the idle people, however, of which there were not many, 
the fettlers were found to be doing very well, their farms promifing 
to place them fliortly in a ftate of independence on the public ftores 
in the articles of provifions and grain ; and it is proper to remind the 
reader of this account, that they had had to combat with the bad ef- 
fects of a fhort and reduced ration nearly the whole of the time that 
they had been employed in the cultivation of ground on their own 
account. 

In addition to the depredations of their own people, the natives had 
been fome time fufpeded of ftealing the corn at the fettlements be- 
yond Parramatta. On the 1 8 th a party of the tribe inhabiting the 
woods, to the number of fifteen or fixteen, was obferved coming out 
of a hut at the middle fettlement, dreffed in fuch clothing as they 
found there, and taking with them a quantity of corn in nets. The 
perfon who faw them imagined at firft from their appearance that 
they were convidis j but perceiving one of them preparing to throw 
a fpear at him, he levelled his piece, which was loaded with fmall 
Ihot, and fired. The native inftantly dropped his fpear, and the whole 
party ran away, leaving behind them the nets with the corn, fome 
blankets, and one or two fpears. It was fuppofed that the native was 
wounded ; for in a few days information was received from Parra- 
matta, that a convidl had been murdered, or rather butchered by fome 
of the natives. When the body was found, it was not quite cold, and 
had at leaf!; thirty fpear-wounds in it. The head was cut in feveral 
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places, and moft of the teeth ,were knocked out. They had taken his 
clothing and provifions, and the provifions of another man which he 
was carrying out to him. The natives with whom they had intcr- 
courfe faid, that this murder was committed by fome of the people 
who inhabited the woods, and was done probably in revenge for the 
Ihot that was fired at the natives who fome time before ,vere firipping 
the hut. 

The works during this month, both at Sydney and Parramatta, had 
gone on but flowly ; as during the greater part of it the people were 
employed in getting in the maize and fow Ing wheat. 

The following were the prices of grain and other articles, as they 
were fold during this month at Sydney, and at the market-place at 
Parramatta. 


AT SYDNEY. 

Flour from fid. to xs. per lb* 
Maize perbulhel 12s. fid. to 158. 
Laying hens from 7s. to los. each. 
Cocks for killing from 4s. to 7s. 
each. 

Eggs 3s, per dozen. 

Frefh pork is. per lb. 

Potatoes 3d. per lb. 

Good cabbages id. each. 

Greens fid. per dozen. 

Sows in pig 4I. los. to fil. fis. 
Sows that were not, from 3I. to 

4!* 4^* 

Growing pigs from il. to 2I. iqs. 
each. 

Sucking pigs los. each. 

Moift fugar from is. fid. to 28 . fid. 
per lb. 


AT PARRA r AT'- A. 

Flo”r IS. per Ib. 

Maize per buflxel from iis. to 

138. 

Laying hens from 7s. fid. to los. 
each. 

Cocks for killing from 4s. fid. to 
5S* 

Chickens 2 months old 3s. each^ 
Eggs per dozen 3s. 

Freih pork per lb. from is. to 
IS. 3d. 

Salt pork per lb. from lod. to is. 
Potatoes per lb. from 3d. to 4d. 
A lot of cabbages per hund. los. 
Tea per lb. from ifis. to il. 138, 
Coffee per lb. from 28 . to 3s. 
Moift fugar from 28 . to 2s. fid. 
per lb. 
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AT SYDNEY. AT PARRAMATTA. 

Coffee 2s. to 2S. 6d. per lb. Tobacco grown in the country 

Salt pork per lb. from 8d. to Qd. • from is. 6d. to 2S. per Ib. 

Tobacco, Brazil, per lb. from 3s. Virginia of Brazil from 4s to 6s. 

to es. per Ib. 

Soap from 1 s. 6d. to 2s. 6d. per lb. 

Chcefe from is. Cd. to 2s. per lb. 

With infiniti"' fatisfadlion it was obferved at the beginning of the 
month of June, that the mortality and fickncfs among the people had 
very much dccrcafed. This was attributed by the medical g<- iilcineii 
to the quantities of frefti meat which had been obtained at Parramatta 
hv the people who were employed to flioot for the hofpital ; fuf- 
ficicncy having been brought in at one time to fupply the fick with 
frcfli meat for a week ; and for the remainder of the month in the 
proj rtion of twice or three times a w^eek great quantities of vege- 
tables had alfo been given to thofe who were in health, as well as to 
the fick, both from the public ground at the farther fettlemcnt (which 
had produced moft excellent turnips) and from the Governor’s gar- 
den. A fi.iall quantity of rum had likewife been from time to time 
given to the invalids, and had been obferved to have been of infinite 
fcrvice to them. 

Notwithftanding the mortality and llcknefs which had prevailed 
among the convi£ls who came in the laft flrips, much labour had been 
performed at the new grounds by thofe who were capable of handling 
the hoe and the fpade. At this time the quantity of ground in 
wheat, and cleared and broken up for maize, there and at Parramatta, 
was fuch as (if not vifited again by a dry feafon), would at leaft, com- 
puting the produce even at what it was the laft year, yield a fufli- 
ciency of grain for the prefent number of people during one twelve- 
month. But every one doubted the poffibility of getting all the corn 
into the ground within the proper time, unlefs the colony ihould be 
very fpcedily relieved from its diftreffes; as the further redudlion 
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which njuft fhorily, anleft fuccour arrived, take place in the ration, 
would inevitably be followed bj a diminution of the daily labour. 

On the 20th, however, to the inexpreffiblc joy of all ranks of 
people in the fetdement, the Atlantic ftorelhip anchored in the cove, 
with a cargo of rice, foujcc, and dholl, from Calcutta. She had been 
rauch longer performing her voyage than was expefted, owing to fome 
delay in procuring the articles required, and to her having befidcs met 
with much bad weather, and fome heavy gales of wind. She brought 
two bulls arid a cow of the Bengal breed, together with twenty flieep 
and twenty goats ; hut thefe were of fo diminutive a fpecies, that, 
unlefs the breed could be confiderably improved by that already in 
the country, very little benefit was for a length of time to be expeded 
from their importation. Various feeds and plants alfo were received 
from the company’s botanical garden. 

Information ■was received from Calcutta of the lofs of his Majcfty’s 
lliip Pandora,' CTaptairi Edwards., who had been among the Friendly 
lilands in fearch of Qhriftian and his piratical crew, fourteen of whom 
lie had fecured, and was returning with the purpofe of furveying 
Endeavour Straits, when he unfortunately ftruck upon a reef in lati- 
tude 231°, eleven degrees only to the northward of Port Jackfon. 
By his boats he providentially reached Timor with ninety-nine of 
his officers and people, being all of the fliip’s company that were 
faved. At Timor, on his arrival, he found Bryant and his compa- 
nipns, who had made their efcape from Sydney in the fifliing cutter 
in March 1791. Thefe people had framed and told a plaufible tale 
of diftrefs, of their having been caft away at fea j and this for a time 
was believed ; but they foon, by their language to each other, and 
by pra^Iifing the tricks of their former profeffion, gave room for 
fufpicion j and being taken upi their true charafters and the circum- 
ftances of their cfcape were divulged. The Dutch Governor of 
Timor delivered them to Captain Edwards, who took them on 
with him to Batavia, whence he was to proceed to England. The 
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circumftance of thefe people having reached Timor confirmed what 
had been fuggefted immediately after their departure, that the mafter 
of the fnow Waakfamheyd had furniihed Bryant with inftrudions 
how to proceed, and with every thing that he flood in need of during 
his voyage. While at Sydney this man had conftantly faid, that 
every fort of refreflirnent was to be procured at Timor ; yet when 
Captain Hunter, while at fea, propofed to fleer for that ifland, he de- 
clared that nothing could be got there, and fo prevented that officer 
from going thither. This evidently arofe from the fear of himfelf 
and his friends being dete(fled. 

Had it not been for the fortunate dlfcovery and fubfequent delivery 
of thefe people to a Captain of a Britiffi man of war, the evident 
pradicability of reaching Timor in an open boat might have operated- 
with others to make the like attempt, and to carry off boats from the 
fettlement ; which during the abfence of the King’s ffiips belonging 
to the Ration was never difficult ; and it was now hoped, that the cer- 
tainty of every boat which fliould reach that or any other Dutch fet- 
tlcment under fimilar circumftanccs being fufpe£led, and received ac- 
cordingly, would have its due cffe(fl. 

The fupply of provifions received by the Atlantic being confined- 
to grain, it became neceffary to reduce the ration of fait meat ; and,, 
on the Friday following only two pounds of pork were iffued, inflead 
of four. The former allowance of flour and mai/e was continued, 
W'ith the addition of one pound of rice and one quart of peafe. 

On the laft day of June, fome natives from the South fhore of Bo- 
tany Bay, whether, from the hope of reward, or from aiSkually having 
feen fome fliips at a diftance, informed the Governor that a few days 
before they had perceived four or five fail, one of which they de- 
feribed to be larger than the others, (landing off the land, with a 
wefterly wind. 

The different fpecies of provifions which had been received by the 
Calcutta were not much eftcemed by the people. The flour or 
foujee, from their not knowing the proper mode of preparing it for 
6 bread,. 
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bread, foon became four. The peafe were complained of as boiling 
bard ; and the rice was found to be full of hufks. Some pork alfo, 
of which eight calks had been fent as an experiment, was, on being 
ifl'ued, found to be for the moft part putrid. Thefe circumftances, 
together with the extreme minutenefs of the Bengal breed of cattle, 
excited a general hope in the inhabitants of thefe fettlements that they 
might not be left to depend on that country for fupplies. To the 
parent country every one anxioufly looked for Ipeedy and fubftantial 
afiiftancc ; and day after day was pafled in the fruitlefs hope that the 
morrow would come accompanied with the long-wiflied-for arrival of 
Ihips. 

The natives perfifting in having feen the fliips before fpokcn of, 
and as every one remembered that the Juftinian, after making the 
heads of Port Jackfon, had been kept at fea for three weeks, a fond 
hope was cherilhed that the fun had fhone upon the whitened fails of 
fomc approaching veGTel, which had been difcovered by the pene- 
trating eye of their favage neighbours. In this anxiety and ex- 
pcdlation they remained till the 26th, when the long-iooked-for fignal 
was made ; and in a few hours after the Britannia ftorelhip, Mr. Wil- 
liam Raven mailer, anchored, after a paflage of twenty-three weeks 
from Falmouth. 

The Britannia was the firft of three Ihips that were to be difpatched 
hither, having on board twelve months’ clothing for the convicts, 
four months’ flour, and eight months’ beef and pork for every de- 
ferintion of perfons in the fettlements, at full allowance, calculating 
their numbers at four thoufand fix hundred and thirty-nine. It was 
Hill a matter of doubt in England, whether the merchants of Calcutta 
had fupplied that colony with provifions ; and, under the idea that 
fome circumftance might have prevented them, the prefent fupply was 
ordered. 

It was heard with much fatisfadlion in the colony, that fome fteps 
had been taken towards profecuting Donald Trail, the mailer of the 
Neptune tranfport, for his treatment of the convids with which he 
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failed from England in the year 1790. The Hcknefs and mortality 
ivhich prevailed among them excited a fufpicion that they had been 
improperly treated ; and information upon oath was foon procured 
of many aQs of negle£t, ill ufage, and cruelty toward them. 

On the day following the Britannia’s arrival the ration was di- 
rcded to be increafed to (for each man) 

Four pounds of maize, 

Three pounds of foiijee, 

Seven pounds of beef, or in lieu thereof 4 lbs. of pork, 

Three pints of peafe, and 
Half a pound of rice. 

Two thirds of the man’s ration was to be iffued to each woman and! 
to every child above ten years of age; one-half of the man’s ration 
to each child above two and under ten years of age, and one-fourth to 
each child under two years of age. 

Thus happily was the colony once more put upon fomething like a 
full ration of provifions ; a change that may be well fuppofed to have 
given univerfal fatisfa£tion, more particularly as at the arrival of the 
Britannia there were in the public ftore no more than twenty-four 
days’ fait provifion, at the ration then iflTued. A delay of one month 
in her voyage mull have placed the colony in a ftate that would have 
excited the comraiferation of its greateft enemies. But with this 
new ration all entertained new hopes, and trufted that their future 
labours would be crowned with fuccefs, and that the neceility of 
fending out fupplics from the mother-country, until the colony could 
fupport itfeif without afliftance, would have become fo evident from 
the frequency of their diftrefle®, that the hiftorian would no more 
have to fill his page with coinjparifons between what they might 
have been and what they at ^this time were^.. to lament the non- 
arrival of fupplies; nor to paint the miieries and vvretchednefs which 
had enfued ; but be enabled to adopt ’a language to which he might 
truly be faid to have been hitherto a ftrafnger, and paiat the glowung 
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profpeiSIs of a golden hatveft, the triumph of a well- filled ftorc, and 
the confequent increafing profpcrity of the fettlements. 

His Excellency thought fit, towards the conclufion of July, to exer- 
cife the power vetted in him by AGt of Parliament, and by his Ma- 
jcfty’s commiflion under the great feal, of remitting either wholly, 
Or in part, the term for which felons might be tranfported, by grant- 
ing an abfolute remiflion of the term for which Elizabeth Perry had 
been fentenced. This woman had married Rufe a fettler. The good 
conduct of the wife and the induftry of the hulband, who had for 
fome time fupported himfelf, his wife, a child, and two convids, in- 
dependent of the public ftore, w’ere the reafons afiigned in the inftru- 
ment which reftored her to the rights and privileges of a free woman, 
for extending to her the hand of forgivenefs. 

This power, fo pleafing to the feelings of its pofleflbr, had hitherto 
been very fparingly exercifed ; and thofe perfons who had felt its in- 
fluence were not found to have been undeferving. 

Preparing roofs for new barracks, bringing in bricks to the ipot 
appointed for their conftrudion, and difeharging the Atlantic and the 
Britannia, were the principal works in hand at Sydney during July. 
— At tl>e fettlements beyond Parramatta (which had lately obtained 
and were in future to be diftinguiflied by the name of Toon-gab -be) 
the convids were employed in preparing the ground for the reception 
of the next year’s crop of maize. 

On the 17th of Auguft the Britannia was cleared, and difeharged 
from Government employ ; but, a deficiency appearing in the weight 
of the fait provifions delivered from that flbip, a furvey was imme- 
diately ordered ; and it appeared from the report of the perfons em- 
ployed to condud it, that the calks of beef were deficient, on an 
average, thirty- fix pounds and one-third, and the tierces twenty-one 
pounds and one-third.» It alfo appeared, that the meat was lean, 
coarfe, and boney, and worfe than they had ever feen ilTued in 
his Majetty's. fervice. A deception of this nature was of courfe 
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more feverely felt in that country, as its inhabitants had but lately 
experienced a change from a moft fcanty ration of fait provilions { 
and every ounce loft was of importance, as the fupply had been caU 
culated on a fuppofition of each calk containing its full weight. 

During the month of Auguft, the Governor thought it neceflary 
to iflue fome regulations to be obferved by thoCe convids whofe fen- 
tences of tranfportation had expired. The number of people of this 
defeription in the colony had been fo much increafed lately, that it 
became requifite to determine with precifion the lii\e in which they 
were to move. Having emerged from the condition of convids, and 
got rid of the reftraint which was neceffarily impofed on them while 
under that fubjedion, many of them feemed to have forgotten that 
they were flill amenable to the regulations of the colony, and ap- 
peared to have fliaken off, with the yoke of bondage, all reftraint and 
dependence whatfoever. They were, therefore, called upon to de- 
clare their intentions refpeding their future mode of living. Thofe 
who wifhed to be allowed to provide for themfclves were informed, 
that on application to the Judge-advocate, they would receive a cer- 
tificate of their having ferved their feveral periods of tranfportation ; 
which certificate they would depofit with the Commifliary, as his 
voucher for ftriking them off the provifion and clothing lift j and 
once a week they were to report in what manner and for whom they 
had been employed. Such as fhould be defirous of returning to 
England w'ere informed that no obftacle would be thrown in their 
way, they being at liberty to fhip themfelves on board of fuch vef- 
fels as would give them a pafl'age. And thofe who preferred labour- 
ing for the public were to give in their names to the Commiffary, 
who would victual and clothe them as long as their fervices might 
be required. 

Of thofe at Sydney and at Parramatta, who had fulfilled the fen- 
tence of the law, by far the greater part fignlfied their intention of 
returning to England by the firft opportunity ; but the getting 
away from the colony was now a matter of fome difficulty j as it . 

A A was 
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was underftocxj that a claufe was to be inferted in all future contradts 
for {hipping for that country, fubjeding the mafters to certain penal- 
ties, on certificates being received of their having brought awav any 
convids or other perfons without the Governor’s permiffion ; and as 
it was not probable that many of them would, on their return, refrain 
from the vices or avoid the fociety of ihofc companions who had been 
the caufe of their tranfportation to that country, not many could ob- 
tain the fandion of the Governor for their return, unlefs indeed they 
had well entitled themfelves to fuch indulgence by praife-worthy con- 
dud during their refidence in the colony. 

The month of September was ufhcred in with rain and ftorms of 
wind, thunder, and lightning. At Parramatta and Toongabbe, as well 
as at Sydney, much rain fell for feveral days. On the return of fine 
weather, it was feen with general fatisfadion, that the wheat fown 
at the latter fettlement looked and promifed well, and had not fuffered 
from the rain. 

On the 30th, the Britannia failed for Dulky Bay in New Zealand ; 
and the fame night the Atlantic returned from Norfolk Ifland, after 
fafely landing her cargo. By her they learned, that the expedations 
which had been formed of the crops at that place had been too fan- 
guine ; but that their fait provifions lafted very well. Governor King, 
however, wrote that the crops then in the ground promifed fa- 
vourably, although he would not venture to fpeak decidedly, as they 
were very much annoyed by the grub. This was an enemy produced 
by the extreme richnefs of the foil ; and it was remarked, that as the 
land was opened and cleared, it was found to be expofed to the 
blighting winds which infefi that ifland. 

The great havoc and deflrudion which the reduced ration had oc- 
cafloned among the birds frequenting Mount Pitt had fo thinned their 
numbers, that they were no longer to be depended upon as a re- 
fource. The convidb, fenfelefs and improvident, not only dellroyed 
the bird, its young, and its egg, but the hole in which it burrowed ; 
a circumftance which ought moll cautioufly to have been guarded 
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againfl: ; as nothing appeared more likely to make thetn forTake the 
ifland. 

The ftock in that fettlement was plentiful ; but from being fed 
chiefly on fow-thiftic during the general deficiency of hard food, the 
animals looked ill, and were as badly tailed. The Pitt, however, had 
taken from the ifland a great quantity of it, for which the owners bad 
been repaid with 
been ftrangei^ . 

The convifts, Goyertjfor King wrote, wore a very unhealthy cada* 
verous appearance ; owing, it was fuppofed, not only to fparc diet, 
but to the fatigue confequent on their fo continually traverfing the 
woods to Mount Pitt, by night, for the purpofe of procuring fome 
{lender addition to their ration, inilead of repofing after the labours 
of the day. One of thefe unfortunate people had been ihot by a 
lettler wdiile in the adl of robbing his farm ; but neither this awful 
warning, nor any poflible method which the Lieutenant-Governor 
had yet been able to devife, could prevent their depredations. 

Governor King, having difeovered that the ifland abounded with 
that valuable article lime-ilone, was building a convenient houfe for 
his own refidence, and turning his attention to the conilruftion of 
permanent ftorehoufes, barracks, and other necelTary buildings. 

The weather had been for fome time very bad, much rain having 
fallen, accompanied with ftorms of wind, thunder, and lightning. In 
one of thefe ftorms the wreck of his Majefty’s fhip Sirius went to 
pieces and difappeared. 

On board the Atlantic came fixty-two peffons from Norfolk Ifland, 
among whom were feveral whofe terms of tranfportation had ex- 
pired } thirteen oflfenders ; and nine marine fettlers, who had given up 
the hoe and the fpade, and returned to embrace ortce more a life to 
which they certainly were, from long habit, better adapted than to that 
of independent fettlers. They gave up their eftate, and returned to 
Sydney to enter as foldiers in the New South Wdes corps. 
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The Deputy- Surveyor arrived in the Atlantic, being fent by Mr. 
King to ftate to the Governor the fituation of the fettlers late belong- 
ing to the Sirius, whofe grounds had, on a careful furvey, been found 
to *intcrfe<n: each other. They had been originally laid down with- 
out the afliftance of proper inftrutnents ; and being fituated on the 
fide of the cafeade ftream, which takes feveral windings in its courfe, 
the different allotments, being cl(^e together, naturally interfered with 
each other when they came to be carried back. The fettlers thcni- 
felves faw how difad vantageoufly they were fituated, and how utterly 
impoffible it was for every one to poffefs a diftindt allotment of fixty 
acres, unlefs they came to fome agreement which had their mutual 
accommodation in view ; but this, with an obflinacy proportioned to 
their ignorance, they all declined : as their grounds were marked out 
fo would they keep them, not giving an inch in one place, though 
certain of poffelling it with advantage in another. Thefc people 
proved but indifierent fettlers : failors and foldiers, feldom bred in the 
habits of induftry, but ill brooked the perfonal labour which they 
found was required from them day after day, and month after month. 
Men who, from their commencing the military life, had been accuf- 
tomed to have their dally fubfillence found them, were but ill cal- 
culated to procure it by the fweat of their brows, and mud have felt 
great mortification in finding that without much bodily exertion they 
could not provide it at all. A few months* experience convinced 
them of the truth of thefe obfervations, and they grew difeontented ; 
as a proof of which, they wrote a letter to the Judge- Advocate, to be 
fubmitted to the Governor, dating, as a fubje^ of complaint among 
other grievances, that the officers of the fettlement bred dock for 
their own ufe, and requeding that they might be dire<ded to difeon* 
tinue that praAice, and purchafe dock of them* 

Very few of the convi^s at Norfolk Ifland, whofe terms of tranf- 
portation had expired, were found defirous of becoming permanent 
fetders ; the foie ob]e^ with the greater part of them appearing to be, 
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that of taking ground for the purpofe of raifing by the fale of the 
produce a Aim fufficient to enable them to pay for their paAages to 
England. The fettler to benefit that colony, the boni Jide fetiler, 
who fhould be a man of fome property, mull go thither from Eng- 
land ; he is not to be looked for among difcharged foldiers, fiiip- 
wrecked feamen, or quondam convidts. Till fuch have arrived in 
New South Wales, the hiftorian will have little to detail of plentiful 
harvefts or well-cultivated lands ; nor muft he prefume to decide on 
the capabilities of the country in queftion. 

Governor King, finding, after trying every procefs that came 
within his knowledge for preparing and dreffing the fiax-plant, that 
imlefs fome other means were devifed, it never would be brought to 
the perfedion neceflary to make the canvas produced from it an ob- 
jed of importance, either as an article of clothing for the convids or 
for maritime purpofes, propofed to the inafter of the William and 
Ann, who intended touching at Dufky Bay in New Zealand, to pro- 
cure him twm natives of that country, if they could be prevailed on 
to embark with him, and promifed him one hundred pounds if he 
fuccceded ; hoping, from their perfed knowledge of the flax-plant, 
and the fuccefs necelTary to manufadure it into cloth, that he 
might one day render it a valuable and beneficial article to his 
colony : but the mafter of the ftiip never returned to Norfolk 
Ifland. 

On the 3d of Odober the Britannia, which had quitted the cove 
on the laft day of September, preparatory to her departure on a fi fil- 
ing voyage (a licence for which had been granted by the Eaft-India 
Company for the fpace of three years), returned to the cove for the 
purpofe of fitting for the Cape of Good Hope ; the officers of the 
New South Wales corps having engaged the mafier to proceed thither, 
and return on their account with a freight of cattle, and fuch articles 
as were not to be found in the public ftore, but which would greatly 
tend to the comfort of themfelves and their foldiers. The mafter was 
to receive 2000I. for the ufe of his ihip ; and eleven fhares of sool. 

each 
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each were fubfcribed to purchafe the ftock and other articles. Previous 
to her departure the Royal Admiral Eaft-Indiaman anchored in the 
cove from England, whence flic had failed on the 30th of May. Her 
paffage from the Cape of Good Hope was the moft rapid that had 
ever been made, being only five weeks and three, days from port to 
port. On board of this Ihip came ftores and provifions for the colony, 
and one ferjeant with twenty privates of the New South Wales corps; 
a perfon to be employed in the cultivation of the country ; another as 
a inafier miller ; and a third as a mafter carpenter ; together with two 
hundred and eighty-nine male, and forty.feven female convids. She 
brought in with her a fever, which had been much abated by the ex- 
treme attention paid by Captain Bond and his officers to cleanlinefs, 
that great prefervative of health on board fliips, and to providing 
thofe who were ill with comforts and neceflaries beyond what were 
allowed Tor their ufe during the paffage. Of three hundred male con- 
vids which (he received on board, ten only died, and one made his 
efcape from the hofpital at Falfe Bay j in return for whom, how- 
ever, Captain Bond had brought on with him a male convid, w'ho 
found means to get on fhore from the Pitt when at that port in De- 
cember laft, and who had been confined by the Dutch at the Cape 
Town from her departure until this opportunity offered of fending him 
to Port Jackfon. 

By the Royal Admiral they had the fatisfadion of hearing that the 
Supply armed tender made good her paffage to England in fomewhat 
lefs than five months. It was, however, matter of much concern to 
all who were acquainted with him, to learn, at the fame time, that 
Captain Hunter, who failed from this port in March, and who had 
anxioufly defired to make a fpeedy paffi^e, had been thirteen months 
performing it. His Majefty’s (hip Gorgon had been at the Cape of 
Good Hope, but had not arrived in England when the Royal Admiral 
left that country. 

They were alfo informed, that the Kitty tranfport had failed with 
provifions and a few convids from Engltmd fome weeks before Cap- 
tain 
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tain Bond ; and that this gentleman had left at Falfe Bay an American 
brig, freighted on fpeculation with proviiions for the colony. 

The fick, to the number of eighty, were immediately difembarked 
from the Indiaman, and the remainder of her convicts were fent up to 
Parramatta and the adjoining fettlement. At thefe places was to be 
performed the great labour of clearing and cultivating the country ; 
and thither the Governor judged it necelTary at once to fend fuch con- 
vi(Sts as (hould arrive in future, without permitting them to difem* 
bark at Sydney j which town (from the circumftance of its being the 
only place where Ihipping anchored) poffelTed all the evils and allure- 
ments of a fea-port of fome ftanding, and from which, if once they 
got into huts, they would be with difficulty removed when wanted ; 
they pleading the acquirement of comforts, of which, in fadi, it would 
be painful though abfolutely neceffary to deprive them. At once to 
do away, therefore, the poffibility of any attachment to that -part of 
the colony, the Governor gave directions for their being immediately 
fent from the fhip to the place of their future refidence and em- 
ployment ; and, having no other expectation, they went with chcer- 
fulnefs. 

It had always been an objedi of the lirft confequence, that the 
people employed about the ftores, if not free, fliould at leall have been 
fo fituated as to have found it their intereft to relift temptation. This 
had never hitherto been accompliffied ; capital and other exemplary 
puniffiments did not effieCt it j the ftores were conftantly robbed, al- 
though carefully watched, and as well fecured as bolts, locks, and 
iron fafteuings could make them. The Governor, therefore, now 
adopted a plan which was fuggefted to him } and, difeharging all- 
the convicts employed at the provifion-ftore, replaced them by 
others, to whom he promifed, if they behaved well, abfolute eman^ 
cipation at the end of a certain number of years, to be compoted- 
from the dates of their refpeCtive arrivals in this country.. 

If any thing could produce the integrity fo much to be deiired,, 
this mcafure feemed the beft calculated for the purpofe ; an intereib 
was created fuperior to any reward that could have been held out, a 

certain 
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certain falary, an increafe of ration, or a greater proportion of 
cloathing. To thofe who had no other profpeO: but that of paffing 
their lives in this country, how cheering, how grateful muft have 
been the hope of returning to their families at no very diftant period, 
if not prevented by their own mifcondudk ! 

The Britannia failed on the 24th of Oilober for the Cape of Good 
Hope ; Mr. Raven taking with him Governor Philip’s difpatches for 
England, in which was contained a fpecific demand for twelve 
months’ provifions for the colony. 

At Sydney and at Parramatta fliops were opened for the fale of the 
articles of private trade brought out in the Royal Admiral, and a li- 
cence was given for the fale of porter ; but, under the cover of this, 
fpirits found their way among the people, and much intoxication 
w'as the confequence. Several of the fettlcrs, breaking out from the 
reftraint to which they had been fubjeit, conduced themfelves with 
the greateft impropriety. The indulgence, which was intended by 
the Governor for their benefit, was moll fhamefully abufed ; and 
what lie fuflfered them to purchafe with a view to their future com- 
fort, was retailed among themfelvcs at a fcandalous profit ; feveral of 
the fettlers’ houfes being at this time literally nothing elfe but porter- 
houCes, where rioting and drunkennefs prevailed as long as the means 
remained. It was much to be regretted, that thefe people were fo 
blind to their own advantage ; moft of them facrificing to the dilfipa- 
tion of an hour what would have afforded them long comfort and 
convenience, if referved for rcfrefhment after the fatigue of the day. 

The only addition made to the weekly ration in confequence of 
the arrival of the Royal Admiral was an allowance of fix ounces of 
oil to each perfon ; a large quantity having been put on board that 
Ihip, to be iflued in lieu of butter ; as an equivalent for which it 
would certainly have anfwered well, had it arrived in the flate in 
which it was reported to have been put on board ; but it grew rancid 
on the paffage, and was in general made ufe of to burn, as a fubfli* 
tute for candle. 9 
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Toward the latter end of the month the convidls received a general 
ferving of clothing, and other neceflary articles. To each male were 
ilTued two frocks made of coarfe and unfubilantial Ofnaburgs, in 
which there were feldom found more than three weeks wear ; two 
pairs of trowfers made of the fame flight materials as the frocks ; one 
pair of yarn ftockings ; one hat ; one pair of flioes ; one pound of 
foap ; and three needles j a quarter of a pound of thread, and one 
comb; 

The females received each one cloth petticoat ; one coarfe fliift ; 
one pair of flioes j one pair of yarn fl:ockings j one pound of foap ; a 
quarter of a pound of thread ; two ounces' of pins ; fix needles ; one 
thimble, and one pair of fciflars. 

Thefe articles were fupplied by commiflion ; and Mr. Davifon, the 
perfon employed by government, was limited in the price of each ar- 
ticle, which was fixed too low to admit of his furnifliing them of the 
quality abfolutely neceflary for people who were to labour in that 
country. The frocks and trowfers were particularly complained of ; 
for it was a well-known fa£t, that they were much oftener worn out 
within a fortnight than that they lafted three weeks. 

The month c]^ed with a circumftance that excited no fmall degree 
of concern in the fettlement : Governor Phillip fignified a determina- 
tion of quitting his government, and returning to England in the 
Atlantic. To this he was induced by perceiving that his health hourly 
grew worfe. His Excellency had the fatisfaftion, at the moment when 
he came to this refolution, of feeing the public grounds wear every 
appearance of a productive harvefl. 
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CHAP. X. 

A VESSEL FROM AMERICA ARRIVES. — PART OF HER CARGO PURCHASED.-— 
CEOROF BARRINGTON AND OTHERS EMANCIPATED. — THE ROYAL AD- 
MIRAL SAILS,— ARRIVAL OF THE KITTY TRANSPORT — lOOll. RECEIVED 
BYHER. — HOSPITAL BUILT AT PARRAMATTA. — HARVESTBLGUN AT TOON- 
GABBE. — RATION INCREASED — .STATE OF THE CULTIVATION PREVIOUS 
TO THE governor’s DEPARTURE. GOVERNOR PHILLIP SAILS FOR ENG- 

LAND —REGULATIONS MADE BY THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR.— THE 
HOPE, AN AMERICAN SHIP, ARRIVES. — HER CARGO PORCHASj.D FOR THE 
COLONY.— THE CHtSTERFIELD WHALER ARRIVES. — EXTREME HEAT AND 
CONFLAGRATION.— DEATHS IN 1 792 . — REGULATIONS RESPECTING DI- 
VINE SERVICE.— THE HOPE SA1L.«. — THE BELLONA ARRIVES.— CARGO 
DAMAGED.— INFORMATION.— TWO WOMEN AND A CHILD DROWNED.— 

RATION.— KANGOOROO GROUND OPENED. SETTLERS. — TRANSACTIONS, 

— THE SHAH HORMUZEAR ARRIVES. SICKNESS AND DEATH.— TWO 

SPANISH SHIPS ARRIVE. 

the I ft of November the Philadelphia brigantine, Mr. Thomas 
Patrickfon mafter, arrived at Port Jackfon from Philadelphia. 
Lieutenant-Governor King, in his paflage to Port Jackfon in 1791, 
had feen Mr, Patrickfon at the Cape of Good Hope, and fuggeftcd to 
him the advantage that might attend his taking a cargo to that 
country on fpeculation. On this hint Captain Patrickfon repaired to 
Philadelphia; from which place he had failed in the beginning of April, 
with a cargo confifling chiefly of American beef, wine, rum, gin, fome 
tobacco, pitch, and tar. 

The Governor direded the commiflary to purchafe fuch part of 
the Philadelphia’s cargo as he thought was immediately wanting in 
the colony ; and flve hundred and fixty-nine barrels of American- 
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cured beef, with twenty-feven barrels of pitch and tar, were taken 
into {lore ; the expence of which amounted to 2829I. ns. 

Notwithftanding the very long voyage which Captain Patrickfon 
had had, his fpeculation did not prove very difadvantageous to him. 
Much of that part of his cargo which was not taken by government, 
was difpofed of among the officers and others of the fcttlement ; and 
the Governor hired his veflel to take provifions to Norfolk Ifland, 
giving him 150I. for the run. 

On the 3d of the month three warrants of emancipation paflcd the 
fcal of the territory j one of which was in favour of a man wlio, 
whatever might have been his condu<Jl when at large in fociety, had 
in that country not only demeaned himfelf with ftridl propriety, but 
had rendered eflential fervices to the colony-— George Barrington. 
He came out in the Adlive j and had on his arrival been placed by 
the Governor in a fituation at Toongabbe, which was likely to attradt 
the envy and hatred of the convidls, in proportion as he might be 
vigilant and inflexil)le. He was firft placed as a fubordinatc, and 
Ihortly after as a principal watchman ; in which fituation he was 
diligent, fober, and impartial ; and had rendered himfelf fo eminently 
ferviceable, that the Governor refolved to draw him from the line of 
convidts ; and, with the inftrument of his emancipation, he received 
a grant of thirty acres of land. He was afterwards fworn in a 
peace-officer. Here was not only a reward for paft good condudf, 
but an incitement to a continuance of it ; and Barrington found him- 
felf, through the Governor’s liberality, though not fo abfolutely free 
as to return to England at his own pleafure, yet enjoying the immu- 
nities of a free man, a feltler, and a civil officer, in whofe integrity 
much conlidence was placed. 

On the 13th the Royal Admiral failed for Canton. Of the private 
fpcculations taken out in that Ihip, they fold to the amount of 3600I. 
and left articles to be difpofed of to the amount of 75 ol. more. 

On the 1 8th the Kitty tranfport anchored in the cove from Eng- 
land, after a circuitous paffiage of thirty-three weeks, round by the Rio 
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de Janeiro and the Cape of Good Hope. She had on board when (he 
firft failed thirty female and ten male conviAs ; but being obliged to 
put back to Spithcad, eight of her ten male convicts found means to 
make their efcape. 

Her cargo was found to have fuffered confiderably by the bad wea- 
ther which ihe had experienced ; tlie flour in particular, an article 
which could at no time bear any diminution in that country, was 
much damaged. The convids had for a long time been nearly as 
much diftreflTed for utenfils to drefs their provifions, as they had been 
for the provifions to drefs ; and they had now the mortifleation to 
find, that of the fmall fupply of iron pots which had been put on 
board, a great part were either broken or cracked, having been literally 
flowed among the provifion calks in the hold. 

There had arrived in this fhip three thoufand eight hundred and 
feventy ounces of filver, in dollars. This remittance was fent out 
for the purpofe of paying fuch fums as were due to the different arti- 
ficers who had been employed in that country, as well as the fuper- 
intendants, who had experienced much inconvenience from not re- 
ceiving their falaries on the fpot ; and indeed the want of public mo- 
ney had been greatly felt by every one in' the colony. In this veflel 
a naval agent had been fent out, to prevent delays on the paflage, and 
to fee that the convid:s were not defrauded or opprelTed ; and likewife 
a medical gentleman for the exprefs purpofe of attending to fuch con- 
vifls as might be ill during the voyage ; fo extremely felicitous were 
the members of adminiftration to guard againft the evils which had 
befallen thefe unfortunate people in former paflages. 

A brick hofpital, confiding of two wards, was finiflied during the 
month of November, and the fick removed to it. The fpot for this 
building was at fome diftance from the principal ftreet of the town, 
and convenient to the water; and, to prevent any improper commu- 
nication with the other convidls, a fpace was to be inclofed and paled 
in round the hofpital, in which the fick would have every neceffary 
benefit from air and exercife. At the other iettlement they had 

begun 
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begun to reap the wheat which had been fown in April ; and for want 
of a grar.ary at that place it was put into liacks. From its not being im- 
mediately thraQicd out, there was no knowing with certainty what the 
produce of it was ; but it had every appearance of turning out well. 
The ear was long and full, and the ftraw remarkably good. 

On the 3d of December the Governor, as one of his laft a£ls itt 
the fettlemmt, ordered one pound of flour to be added to the weekly 
ration, making three pounds of that article. 

On the yrh the Philadelphia failed for Norfolk Ifland. 

The detachment of marines being embarked. Governor Phillip 
quitted the charge with which he had been intrufted by his fovereign, 
and in the execution of which he had manifelled a zeal and perfever- 
ance that alone could have enabled him to furmount the natural and 
artiticial obftacles which the country and its inhabitants had throwa 
in his way. 

The colony had now been eftablifhed within a few weeks of five 
years ; and a review of what had been done in cultivation under his 
Excellency’s direction in that time cannot more properly be intro- 
duced than at the clofe of his government. 

An accurate furvey of the whole ground in cultivation, both on 
account of the crown, and in the pofleflion of individuals, had been 
taken by the furveyor-general, and tranfmitted to England by that 
Ihip ; and from the return which he then made, the following parti- 
culars were extracted : 

Ground in cultivation, the 16th Od^ober 179.2. 


In wheat 


AcreSt 

2o8i 

In barley 

- 

24! 

In maize 

mm 

ii86i 

Garden ground 

- 

121I. 

Ground cleared of Timber 

162I 

Total number of acres 

1703! 


At 
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At this time the quantity of land which had pafled to fettlers in 
the territory under the feal of the colony, amounted to 3470 acres ; 
of which quantity 470 were in cultivation, and the timber cleared 
from too more, ready for fowing j which, when it is confidered that 
many of the fettlers had begun to cultivate fince 1791, and compared 
with the public ground in cultivation, will prove that moft of them 
had not been idle ; indeed, on its being hinted to fome of them that 
they had not always been fo diligent when labouring for the whole — 
‘‘ We are now working for ourfclves,” was the reply. One material 
good was, however, to be expected from a tra£t of land of that ex- 
tent being cultivated by individuals : if at any time an accident fhould 
happen to the crop on the public ground, they might be a refourcc, 
though an inconfiderable one. Fortunately, no misfortune of that 
nature had ever yet fallen upon the colony ; though it had been, at 
the beginning of December, very near experiencing a calamity that 
would have blafled all the profpeds of the next feafon, and in one 
moment have rendered ineft'edual the labour of many hands and of 
many months. Two days after the wheat had been reaped, and got 
off the ground at Toongabbe, the whole of the Hubble was burnt. 
The day on which this happened had been unufually hot, and the 
country was every where on fire. Had this befallen them while the 
wheat was on the ground, nothing could have prevented the whole 
from being deftroyed. From this circumftance, however, one good 
refulted ; precautions againft a fimilar accident were immediately 
taken, by clearing the timber for a certain diftance round the culti- 
vated land. 

The flock belonging to the public was kept at Parramatta. It con- 
fided of three bulls, two bull-calves, fifteen cows, three calves, five 
dallions, fix mares, one hundred and five fheep, and forty-three hogs. 
Of the fheep the Governor gave to each married fettler one ewe for 
the purpofe of breeding ; and to others he gave fuch female goats as 
could be fpared. 


His 
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His Excellency, at embarking on boat d the Atlantic, was received 
near the wharf where his boat v as 1 ing, by Major Grbfe, at the head 
of the New South Wales corps, who paid him as he pafled the 
honours due to bis rank and fituation in the colony. The Atlantic 
failed the next morning, being the iith of December. 

With the Governor, embarked, voluntarily and cheerfully, two 
natives of the country which he was about to quit, Bennillong and 
Yem-mer-ra-wan-nie, two men who were much attached to his 
perfon, and who withftood at the moment of their departure the 
united diftrefs of their wives, and the difmal lamentations of their 
friends, to accompany him to England j a place which they well knew 
was at a great diftance from them. 

On board the Atlantic likewife went various fpecimens of the na- 
tural produflions of the country, timber, plants, animals, and birds. 
Among the animals were four fine kangooroos, and feveral native 
dogs. 

A fafe and fpeedy paflage to this (hip was the general wifh, not^ 
only on account of the t-overnor, whofe health and conllhution, al- 
ready much impaired, might fuffer greatly by the fatigues of a pro- 
tra<fled voyage; but that the information of which his Excellency 
was in poffeflion refpc£ting thefe fettlements, from their cftablifli- 
ment to the moment of his quitting them, might as quickly as pof- 
fible be laid before adniinifiration. 

The government of the colony now devolved, by his Majefty’s 
letters patent under the great feal of Great Britain, upon the Lieute- 
nant-Governor Major Francis Cirofe, of the New South Wales corps. 
At his taking upon himfelf the government, on which occafion the ufual 
oaths weie adminiftered by the Judge- Advocate, he gave out the fol- 
lowing order, regulating the mode of carrying on the duty at Parra- 
matta. 

“ All orders given by the Captain who commands at Parramatta, 
refpedling the convicts ftationed there, are to be obeyed ; and all com- 
plaints or reports that would be made to the Lieutenant-Governof 
when prefent, are in his abfence to be communicated to Captain Fo- 

veaux. 



ACCOUNT OF IHE ENGLISH COLONY [December, 


Tcaux, or fuch other Captain as may be doing duty with the detach- 
ment.” 

This was fubftituting the military for the civil officer, which before 
this period had never been the cafe; the military power having 
hitherto been confidered as requifite only for the prote^ion of the 
ftore8,,ahd the difcharge of fuch duties as belonged to their profeffion, 
without any fhare in the direction of the colony; the commanding 
officer of the corps or regiment ferving in the territory excepted, who 
held likewife the civil appointment of Lieutenant-Governor. Similar 
regulations took place at Sydney ; and in a few days after they were 
enforced by another order, which dire<ffed, “ that all enquiries by the 
civil magiftrate were in future to be difpenfed with, until the Lieu- 
tenarit-fiovernor had given dire<Stions on the fubjedl ; and the con- 
Tidts were on no account to be punilhed but by his particular order.” 

At Sydney, it had been ufual f'^r the magillrates to take examina- 
tions, and make enquii^ into' the offences, either weekly, or as occahon 
.required, and to order fuch puniffiment as they thought neceffary, al- 
ways -reporting their proceedings to the chief authority. 

It muft be noticed, that at this time the civil magillrates in the 
eoltmy confided of the Lieutenant-Governor and the Ju Ige- Advocate, 
who were Judices of the Peace by virtue of their refpedlive com- 
miffioos; the Rev. Mr. Johnfon; Auguftus Alt and Richard Atkins, 
■Inquires, who had been fworn in as magidrates by authority of the 
Governor. 

As no inconvenience had ever been experienced in the mode 
which was pra£tifed of conducting the bufinefs of the fettlement, the 
neceffity or caufe for thefe alterations was not diredlly obvious ; and 
could not be accounted for from any other motive, than that pre- 
fer<ttice which a military man might be fuppofed to give to carrying 
on the fervice by means of his own officers, rather than by any 
other. 

" On the 17th a didindion was made for the fird time in the ration, 
the Cbmmiffary being directed to iffiic to the civil and military de- 
parttnents, induding fuperintendancs, watchmen, overfeers, and fettJers 
13 from 
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from the m&nneSi fix pounds of flour, xiid but two of rice per week, 
inftead of three pounds of flour and five of rice, which was the allow- 
ance of the convias. This diftindion was intended to be difeon- 
tinued whenever the full ration could be ferved. 

The ftock which had been diftributed among the fettlers by Go- 
vernor Phillip for the purpofe of breeding from, appeared to have 
been thrown away upon them when viewed as a breeding-ftock for 
fettlers. No fooner was the Atlantic out of fight, than the major part 
of them were oflfered for fale j and there was little doubt, that had 
they not been bought by the officers, in a very few weeks moft of 
them would have been deftroyed. By this condu^, as far as their 
individual benefit was concerned, they had put it out of their power 
to reap the advantage which the Governor intended by his bounty to 
them ; but by this means the flock was faved, and had fallen into 
hands that certainly w^ould not wantonly deftroy it. There were 
fome among the fettlers who had exchanged their fheep for goats ; 
but in general they were fo ignorant and improvident as to accept of 
nothing but fpirits as the price of what, if properly ufed, would have 
been to them invaluable. 

About this time they were vifited by the Hope, an American fhip 
from Rhode Ifiand, with a fmall cargo of provifions and fpirits for 
fale. The mafler declared that his putting into harbour was for the 
purpofe of procuring wood and water ; thus making the fale of his 
cargo appear to be but a fecondary objed with him. 

As the colony had not yet feen the day when it could have inde- 
pendently laid, ** We are not in want of provifions ; procure your 
wood and water, and go your way the Lieutenant-Governor di- 
re^d the commiflary to purchafe fuch part of his cargo as the colony 
flood in need of ; and two hundred barrels of American-cured be^ 
at four pounds per barrel i elghty^rrels of pork, at four pounds ten 
fhillings per barrel ; forty-four barrels of flour, at two pounds per 
barrel; and feven thoufand fix hundred gallons of (raw American) 
fpirits, at four fhillings and fix-pence per gallon, were purchafed. 

c c The 
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The mafter of this veflel had obferved, when about the South Cape 
of this country, that the weather was clear; bur after paffing the latitude 
of the Maria Iflands, he found it clofe, hazy, and heated, and having 
every appearance of thick fmoke. About that time they had at Port 
Jackfon much the fame kind of weather ; and the exceflive heats 
which, at other times were experienced in that fettlement, had alfo 
been noticed by thofe at fea, when at fome diftance from land. 

A few days after the arrival of the Hope, the Chefterfield whaler 
anchored in the Cove. The mafter faid that he had touched at Ker> 
gaelan*s Land, where, fome other fhip having recently preceded 
trim, (which he judged from finding feveral fea-elephants dead on the 
beach, and a club which is ufed in killing them,) he remained but a. 
ihott time, having very bad weather. He fuppofed the fhip which 
preceded him, to have been the firft that had vifited thofe defolate 
iflands fince Captain Cook had been there, as he found the fragments 
of the bottle in which that officer had depofited a memorial of his 
having ei^amined them. Thife was conje<fture, and might be erro- 
neous, as the mere pieces of the bottle afforded no proof that it had 
been recently broken. 

This gentleman’s veflel was in fuch want of repair, as to make it 
matter of wonder how fhe had I'wam fo far, particularly as her com- 
jpfainis appeared to have been of long ftanding. 

Imring this month, two warrants of emancipation were granted, 
together with twenty-fiVe acres of land to Enfign Cummings, of tb’e 
New Sonth Wales corps. In the inftruilions for granting lands in that 
tbiihtrjr, no mention of officers had yet been made j it was, however, 
lilrly prefumed, that the officers could not be intended to be precluded 
from the participation of any advantages which the crowm might have 
to beflow in the fettlements; particularly as thegreateft in its gift, the 
free pofleffion of land, was hehl out to people who had forfeited 
their lives before they were fent into that cduntry. 

Among the regulations which took place at Sydney, muft be noticed 
the diTpcnfing with the officer’s guard which had always mounted 

there» 
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ihere, and the changing the hours of labour. The convids had 
more time given to them, for the purpofe not only of avoiding the 
heat of the day, but of making themfelves comfortable at Irome. 
They were directed to work from five in the morning until nine; reft 
until four in the afternoon, and then labour until fun-let. 

The weather during December had been extremely hot. On the 5th 
the wind blew ftrong from the northward of weft ; and, to add to the 
intenfe heat of the atmofphere, the country was every where on fire. 
At Sydney, the grafs at the back of the hill on the weft fide of the 
cove, having either caught or been let on fire by the natives, the 
flames, aided by the wind which at that time blew violently, fpread 
and raged with incredible fury. One houfe was burnt down ; feveral 
gardens with their fences were deftroyed, and the whole face of the 
hill was on fire, threatening every thatched hut with deftru^ion. 
The conflagration was, with much difficulty, (notwithftanding the ex- 
ertions of the military,) got under, after fome time, and prevented 
from doing any further mifehiefi At different times during this un- 
comfortable day diftant thunder was heard, the air darkened, and fonue 
few drops of rain fell. The apparent danger from the fires, drew all 
perfons out of their houfes ; and on going into the parching air, it was 
fcarcely pollible to breathe ; the heat was infiipportable; and vegetation 
feemed to fuffer much, the leaves of many culinary plants being re- 
duced to powder. The thermometer in the fhade rofe above one hun- 
dred degrees. Some rain falling toward evening, this exceffivc heat 
abated. 

At Parramatta, and Toongabbe, alfo, the heat was extreme ; the 
country there too was every where in flames. One fettler was a great 
fufferer. The fire had fpread to his farm ; but, by the efforts of hb 
people and neighbours was got under, and its progrefs fuppofed to be 
effe^ually checked, when an imlucky fpark from a tree, which 
had been on fire to the topmoft branch, flying upon the thatch of 
the hut where his people lived, it blazed out, and the hut, with all 
4he out-buildings, and thirty bufhels of wheat juft got into a ftack, 

were 
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were In a few minutes dellroyed : the ereOing of the hut and out- 
houfes had coft 15I. a fhort time before. We are prepared for the 
fmile which will follow the detail of this lofs ; a houfe, with out-houfcs 
which coil fifteen pounds, and thirty buihels of wheat I to be deemed 
of fufficient confequence to find a place in the hiftory of a country. 
Recolle£I, however, gentle reader, that country was not Great Bri- 
tain ; it was the infant, the diftreifed fettlement of Port Jackfon ; and 
circumftances are great or fmall only by comparifon. The man who 
loft his few pounds, his little all in New South Wales, deplored it as 
much as he who in a happier land had loft his thoufands. Thi« poor 
^an was made a beggar by his calamity ; and the man. of wealth could 
tiot have fuftered more. 

There died between the ift of January and 31ft of December, 
1792, two of the civil department, fix foldiers, four hundred and 
eighteen male convifis, eighteen female convids, and twenty- nine 
children; one male convidl was executed; and three were loft in the 
woods : making on the whole a decreafe of four hundred and eighty- 
two perfons. 

The price of ftock, grain, and other articles, remained much the 
fame as at the clofe of the former year; that of fiih and vegetables varied 
from day to day} fpirits in exchange were eftimated at from twelve to 
twenty (hillings per gallon ; porter was fold from nine to ten pounds 
per hogihead, or from one (hilling to one (hilling and three-pence per 
quart. 

It did not appear that the (ettlers had brought any new wheat or 
o^er grain to market. 

Divine fervice was now performed at fix o’clock in the morning. 
For want of a building dedicated to that purpofe, many inconveniences 
were fuffered, as well by the clergyman as by thofe who attended him. 
The Lieutenant-Governor, therefore, did not require the ceremony to 
be performed more than once a day ; and that the health of the con- 
vidls might not be injured from the heat of the fun, which at that fea- 
fon of the year was exceffive, he directed the church call to be beat 

at 
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at a quarter before fix in the morning. The overfecrs were enjoined to 
be particularly careful to colleft as many of their gangs to attend Mr. 
Johnfon, as could conveniently be brought together ; for, altho i^h it 
was not wiflied that the huts (hould be left without proper perfons to 
look after them, it was neverthelefsexpedled that noidleexcufe fliould 
keep the convi^ls from attending divine fervice. 

On the loth of January 1793, the Hope failed for Canton. On tho 
15th, thefignal which never failed to give fatisfadlion in the colony was 
made at the South Head, and feveral boats went down ; but when night 
clofed, it was only known that a ihip was off*. A large fire» for the 
information of the ffranger was made, and at ten the following morn- 
ing the Bellona reached the Cove from England, whence (he bad failed 
on the 8th of Auguft, having on board a cargo of fforei and provifions for 
the colony ; feventeen female convids ; five fettlers and their families ; a 
perfon engaged as a maffer mill-wright, at afalary of look per an- 
num, and a mailer blackfmith. The Quaker families which bad been 
expeded for fome time had engaged to take their palTage in the Bel- 
lona j but it was faid that they had been diverted from their purpofe 
by fome mifreprefentations which had been made to them refpe&ing 
the country. 

Among other articles by the Bellona, five pipes of port wine and a 
quantity of rum were received, being configned to the Governor, for the 
purpofe of being fold to the officers of the civil and military ellablilh- 
ments at prime coll ; and three thoufand pounds of tobacco, for the ufe 
of the foldiers of the garrifon, and others. 

The lhameful impofitions which had been pradifcd by many who 
had carried out articles for fale in the colony, and the advantage 
which in too many inllances had been taken of their necelTities, had 
been properly Hated at home, and this meafure had been adopted by 
Government for their accommodation. The wine was immediately 
dillributed; coming to the oflScers, after every expence, at 19I. los. 
per hoglhead, and the rum at five Ihillings per gallon. The tobacco 
was likely to remain for fome time undifpofed of, as a quantity had 

been 
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been before taken to tlie fcttlement, and was felting at a lower price 
than could betaken for that imported by this fliip { and tobacco had 
formed a materiat article of the dtflt;reHt inreftraeats in the Bri- 
tannia. 

Theylearnedby the Bellona,that his Majefty% feip Gorgon, arrived 
at Spithcad on the 19th of June. In her paflTage, which fhe had made 
by Cape Horn, on the i8th of February, being in the latitude of 
5 1° 30' S. and longitude 34* 7' W. variation 13° 27' E. -fhe feM in with 
twenty-nine Iflands of Ice. When the Ihip reached within three or 
four miles of the firft of thefe, they obferved one -compadl body, 
without the fmalleft appearance of any opening) bearing from N. N. E. 
to W. N. W. and which, with fome dilHculty, being embayed*, they 
were enabled to clear, by hauling the fhip from N. to W. S. W. This 
was done at ten in the forenoon ; they did not reach the extreme 
weftern point of the ice until five in the evening j and from the rate 
at which the fhip failed, from her coming up with the firft ifland of 
ice, until fhe cleared the north-weft point of the field above men- 
tioned, it was computed that fhe had run full twenty leagires. 

It mull be remarked, that the Sirius, in the month of December 
1788, faw feveral iflands of ice in nearly the fame latitude and lon- 
:gitude. 

At the Cape of Good Hope, Captain Parker had met with Captain 
Edwards of the Pandora, who delivered to him Mary, the widow of 
Bryant, (who efcaped to Timor in the fifhing cutter,) with one of the 
children, and only four of the male convifls who accompanied Bryant 
in his flight. Bryant died at Batavia, with the other child, and two 
of his companions. On their arrival in England, the ftory of their 
fufferings in the boat excited much compaffion ; and, on being brought 
up to the bar of the Old Bailey, they were ordered by the Court to 
remain in Newgate until the period of their original fentence of tranf* 
portation fhould expire, there to finifh their unfuccefsful attempts to 
regain their liberty. 

♦ When near thiB great l)ocly of ice, the thermometer was as loW as thirty-fix degrees ; and 
•it rofc from that point, as Xie drew off, to forty degrees. 

12 On 
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On the landing of theBclIona’^s cargo, much of It was found to be da- 
maged ; thefhip had been overloaded, and had' met with very’boiftc- 
rous weather on her paH^e. This pradice of crowding too much 
into one Ihip, had in many inftances been very prejudicial to the 
colony ; in the prefent inftance, of the Ruflia Duck (which Govern- 
ment had ordered for the frocks and trowfers of the convidls, inftead 
of the Ofnaburgs fo much complained of,) fixty-eight bales, contain- 
ing thirteen thoufand one hundred and forty-eight yards, and which 
was moft excellent of its kind, were damaged ; fixty-nine calks of 
flour alfo were found to be much injured. Of feventy-fix hogflieads of 
molaflcs, eleven hundred and feventy-two gallons were found to have 
leaked out; one hundred and ninety-eight gallons of wine, and 
feventy-nine gallons of rum were deficient, owing to improper flow- 
age ; three hundred and thirty-five hammocks, thirteen rugs, five hun- 
dred and twenty-feven yards of brown cloths, and one cafe of flation- 
ary, were rendered totally unfit for ufe. Of thefe articles, there was 
not one which in its proper ftate would not have been moft valuable ;; 
and when the expence attending their conveyance, the inconvenience 
that rnuft be felt for the want of every damaged article, and the im- 
poflibility of getting them replaced for a great length of time, were 
confidered, it was difficult to afeertain their precife value. 

Among the occurrences of the month, was the untimely end of 
two women and a child. Thefe unfortunate people had been drinking 
with others at Sydney, and were proceeding to Parramatta, in a boat 
withWilliam3,the hufband of one of the women, when the boat upfet,. 
and the man alone was faved, though he had fnatched his infant from 
the wretched mother’s grafp before flic finally funk, and brought it 
to fhore j but for want of immediate medical aid, it was foon paft 
the troubles in which a lengthened date would moft probably have 
feen it involved ^ for its parents had been noted for their depravity; 
they had been rioting and fighting with each other the moment before 
they got into the boat ; and it was faid, that the - woman had impre- 
cated every evil to befal her and the infant which flie carried about 

her 
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her (being fix months gone with chUd>, if (he accompanied her huf* 
^Mmd. to Parramatta. The bodies of thefe two unfortunate women were 
found a few days aflmwards, when the wretched unfeeling hufband bu> 
^tid child within a very few feet ofhia own door. The 
pfpffigacy of foUfiuo, indeed, manifefted itfelf in aftrange manner: 
a H^rt time after he had thus buried his wife, he was feen fitting at 
hit door,* wkh; a bottle of; rum in his hand, and adually drinking one 
gUfs and pouring another on. her grave until it was emptied, prefacing 
■cy^ libation, by declaring how well (he had loved it during her life. 
■He' appeared to be in a ftate of infanity, as this anecdote certainly 
jtafliBes ; Imt the melancholy fate of thofe two beings who ought to 
baye been ib dear to him, did not appear to have fat heavy on his 
heart. . , 

Tbe Llcuteriant-Govemor's prefence being required at Sydney, the 
of his re^ment, and the feat of government, he de> 
'pUt<^ hls truft at Paramatta to one of the captains of his corps, who 
at ail, times to refide there, that he might be ready to attend to 
the various applications from fettlers, and bufinefs which hoiMy oc- 
curred. 

The Lieutenant-Governor propofing to open and cultivate 'the ground 
coriimonly known by the name of Kangooroo ground, fituate to the 
weftward of the town of Sydney, between that fettlement and Parra- 
matta, a gang of convifts was fent from the latter place for that pur- 
pqfe. The foil here was much better for agriculture than that imme- 
diately adjacent to the town of Sydney, and the ground lay well 
for cultivation j but it had hitherto been neglefted, from its being defi- 
cient in that grand effential water, on which account Parramatta had 
been preferred to it. The eligibility of cultivating it, was now, how- 
ever, going to be tried j and permifllon having been received by the 
Btllona to grant lands to thofe officers who might defire it, provided 
the fituations of the allotments were fuch as might be advantageous to 
honajidt fettlers hereafter (If they ever ffiould fall into fuch hands), fe- 
veral officers chofe.this as the (pot which they would cultivate ; and al- 
lotments 
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lotments of one hundred acres each, were marked out for the clergyman 
(who, to obtain a grant there, relinquinied his right to the land allot* 
ted for the minifter), for the principal furgeon, and two officers of the 
corps. 

Early in February, the fettlers who came out in the Bellona took 
pofleffion of their grounds. Being all free people, one convidt ex- 
cepted, who was allowed to fettle with them ; they gave the appella- 
tion of “ Liberty Plains” to the diftridl in which their farms were fitu- 
ated. The conditions under which they engaged to fettle were, “ To 
have their paflages provided by Government* ; an aflbrtment of tools 
and implements to be furniftied them from the public ftores ; to be 
fupplied with two years’ provifions ; their lands to be granted free of 
expence ; the fervice of convidts alfo to be affigned them, and thefe 
were likewife to have two years* provifions, and one year’s clothing.” 

Many more officers availed themfelves of the afifent given by Go* 
vernment to their occupying lands, and fixed fome at Parramatta, and 
others in different parts of the harbour. They began their fettlements 
in high fpirits ; the neceffary tools and implements of hufibandry were 
furnifhed to them from the ftores ; and they were allowed each the ufe 
of ten convidls. From their exertions the Lieutenant-Governor was 
fanguine in his hopes of being enabled to increafe confiderably the cul- 
tivation of the country ; they appeared, indeed, to enter vigoroufly 
into his views ; and not being reftrained from paying for labour with 
fpirits, they got a great deal of work done at their feveral farms (on 
thofc days when the convidis did not work for the public), by hiring 
the different gangs ; the great labour of burning the timber after it 
was cut down, requiring fome fuch extra aid. 

On Monday the 25th, the Shah Hormuzear, of four hundred tons 
burthen, arrived from Calcutta, commanded by Mr. Bampton, who 
had embarked fome property on a private fpeculation. He had on 


* Government paid for each perfon above ten years of age, the fum of eight pounds eight 
ftiOlings ; and allowed one (hllling/rr Jim for vi£lualling them^ and fix-pence fer diem for every 
one under that age, 
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board, when he failed, one bull, twenty-four cows, two hundred and 
twenty fheep, one hundred and thirty goats, five horfes, and fix aflcsS j 
together with a quantity of beef, flour, rice, wheat, gram, paddy, 
and fugar ; a few pipes of wine, fome flat iron, and copper fufficient 
for the floop’s bottom which had been received in frame by the Pitt ; 
a large quantity of fpirits, and foinc canvas. In the article of flock, 
however, Mr. Bampton had been unfortunate. His cattle died i of 
the fheep more than half perillied ; one horfc and three afles died j and 
very few of the goats furvived the voyage, though by no means a 
long one, having been performed in eight weeks, and in good weather. 
This mortality evidently did not proceed from any want of proper care, 
but was to be aferibed to their having been embarked immediately on 
being taken from the fields, and confequently wanting that flamina 
which a fea voyage required. The fettlement not yet being in poflefi- 
fion of that plenty, which would have warranted the rejedting of a 
cargo of provifions, particularly when brought on fpeculation, this 
was purchafed, although not immediately wanted ; but it was confi- 
dered that the hour of diftrefs might again arrive, and occafion might 
occur that would excite a wiflv, perhaps in vain, for a cargo of provi^ 
fions from Bengal. In addition to thefe reafons, it mufl be remarked, 
that the different articles which were purchafed were of the beft qua- 
lity, and ofiered on reafonable terms. 

There had ariived in the Cheflerfield a perfon. who was formerly a 
convid, and who had been allowed to quit the country in the Admiral 
Barrington, which veffel. he had left, and embarked at the Cape with 
Mr. Alt, in his fliip, by which means he returned back to the fettle- 
ment of Sydney, where he circulated a report, that feveral of the con- 
vids who had got on board of thefe two fhips, had been landed by 
order of the mafters at an ifland which they met with in their paffage 
to Batavia, inhabited indeed, but by favages ; and that thofe who re- 
mained experienced fuch inhuman treatment, that they were glad to 
run away from them at the firft port where any civilifed people were 
lo be found. He was himfelf among this number, and now declared 
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that he was ready to make oath to the truth of his relation. If there 
was any truth in his account, and the mailers of thefe ihips did 
adlually turn any people on ftiore in the manner already deferibed, it 
was more than probable that an aiSl of fuch apparent cruelty had been 
occaiioned by fome attempt of the convicts to take the Ihips from 
them ; and the numbers which were fuppofed to have been on board 
rather juftified the fuppofition. Captain Manning, of the Pitt, who 
had taken twenty men and nine women from the fettlement, found 
them fo ufelefs and troublefome, that he was very glad to leave the 
greateft part of them at Batavia, and regretted ever having received 
them on board. When thefe circumflances ihould be made public, 
it was thought that the mailers of ihips would not in future be fo de- 
firous of recruiting their ihips’ companies from among the inhabitants 
of that colony. 

On the 13th of March, a Spanifli officer arrived at the Governor’s 
houfe, with information that two ihips of his country had anchored in 
the lower part of the harbour. Thefe proved to be the veiTels of 
whofe expected arrival intelligence had been received from England 
in the year 1790, and to whom it was recommended that every at- 
tention ihould be paid. They were named the Defeuvierta and At- 
revida (the Difeovery and Intrepid) ; the former commanded by Don 
Alexandre Malafpina, with a broad pendant as the commander of 
the expedition, and the latter by Don Jofe de Builamante y Guerra. 
They had been three years and a half from Europe on a voyage of 
difeovery and information ; and were now arrived from Manilla, after 
a paifage of ninety-fix days ; touching in their way to Sydney at Duiky 
Bay in New Zealand, which they had left about a fortnight. 

On theii going up, they anchored juft abreail of the two points 
which formed Sydney Cove, declining to falute, as it was not in the 
power of the Governor to return it. Thefe ihips -were of three hundred 
and five tons burden each, and were built for the particular voyage 
on which they were fent. Great care was obfervable in their con- 
Ilrudion, both as to the ilrength of the veiTels, the accommodation of 
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the. officervahd the. equipage. They were well manned^ an.^v^’ ^d, be- 
fide theof&cears.cuftomary in kings’ ihips,. a botaoift . anjd a limnei on 
board each veffel. 

Thfey had vifited all the Spahifli pofleffions in South America and 
other parts ©f . the’ world, afeertaining with precifion their boundaries 
and fituations t gaining much information refpeding their culloms and 
aUoners,' U)eit^Mnportance with regard to the mother-country, and 
their yatious prodtiAions commercial, agricultural, botanical, and 
aeuneral. ; Fot all which purpoles the officers on board appeared to 
haye been Telexed with the happie(l fuccefs. They moft forcibly re- 
naindeid -the ge^tlen&en of the colony of the unfortunate Count de la 
Pe^noufe' and bU followers, of whom the Spaniards had only heard 
duiC thby were- no more ; and for whofe deftiny they exprelTed a feel- 
ing arifing from their having traverfed the ocean in the fame purfuits,. 
at)d £4i©wedr in the,.iA'<9^c path. Equally fincere and polite as Count 
de la Peyroufe,. the Spanifli commodore paid a tribute to the abilities 
and memory >of our circumnavigator Cook, in whofe fteps the Che- 
valier MaiarpmC). who was an Italian Marquis and a Knight of Malta,, 
dccliumd itwaiSa pleafure to follow, as it left him nothing to attend 
to^-hat |o. rem^k the accuracy of his obfervations. They loft at the 
IjOy^nd .^f LucQhia, . Don Antonia Pineda, a colonel of the Spanifti 
guards, who , was. chafed with that department of the expedition 
Virhicb reipeded the natural Ijiiftory of the places that they vifited. 
^'ey. ^^bke of him . in 'very high terms as a man of fcience and a 
gendeman. 

, ; Having requefted to. erc£t an obfervatory, they chofe the Point of 
the Cove on which a hut ^d been built for Bennillong, making ufe 
of the. hut tp fecure their inftruments. They did not profefs to be in 
want of much affiftancc"; but fuch as they did require was directed 
m be furnilbed them .without any expence ; it was indeed too incon- 
fidetfibie to become an objeft of charge. 

The arrival of thefe* ftrangers, together with that of the ffiip from 
-gave a pliea^t diveriity to the dull routine that commonly 
... - prevailed 
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prevailed in the town of Sydney, every one ftriving to make their 
abode among them as cheerful as poflible, and to convince them, that 
though fevered from the mother-country, and refiding in woods and 
among favages, they had not forgotten the hofpitalities due to a 
ftranger. 

On the 2ifl, the Kitty returned from Norfolk Illand. Governor 
King had fent back in her a number of free people and convids, 
having been defired to get rid of any fuch chara&era as might be 
dangerous or troubiefome to him. 

This gentleman wrote very favourably of the fettlement under his 
command. The crops had been fo abundant as to infure him a fuf- 
ficiency of wheat and maize for the next twelve months. The in- 
habitants were healthy, and the behaviour of the convicts had in 
general merited commendation. 

Lime-ftone having been found in great abundance, enabled Mr. 
King to ere£t buildings with more extent and fecurity than had hi- 
therto been done in New South Wales : feveral calks of this ufeful ar- 
ticle were now imported in the Kitty, with a quantity of plank. 

Eight of the marine fettlers, whofe grounds, on extending the lines 
of their allotments, were found to interfedlijeach other, and who had 
declined fuch accommodation as Governor King thought it proper to 
offer them, had religned 'their farms, and preferred returning to their 
former profeffion. 
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CHAP. XI. 

THE 6PAKI8H SHIPS SAIL.— THE CHESTERPIELD RETURHS FROM NORFOLK 
ISLAND.— A CONTRACT ENTERED INTO FOR BRINGING CATTLE FROM IN- 
DIA.— THE DASDALUS ARRIVES. — CATTLE LOST.— DISCOVERIES BY CAP- 
TAIN VANCOUVER.— TWO NATIVES OF NEW ZEALAND BROUGHT IN.— 
BENGAL SHIP SAILS. — PHOENOMENON IN THE SKY. — LANDS CLEARED BY 
OFFICERS. — MUTINY ON BOARD THE KITTY. — HIS MAJESTY’S BIRTH-DAY.— 
STATE OF THE PROVISION STORES. — THE BRITANNIA ARRIVES.— LOSS OF 
CATTLE,— GENERAL ACCOUNT OF CATTLE PURCHASED, LOST IN THE PAS- 
SAGE, AND LANDED IN NEW SOUTH WALES.— NATIVES — THE D/EDALUS 
SAILS FOR NOOTKA. TEMPORARY CHURCH FOUNDED. CRIMINAL 

Court.— Counterfeit dollars in circulation.— two soldiers de- 
sert. — THE BODDINOTON ARRIVES. — GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL HELD. 

—THE BRITANNIA CHARTERED FOR BENGAL. IRISH CONVICTS STEAL 

A BOAT. THE SUGAR-CANE ARRIVES. — INTENDED MUTINY ON BOARD 

PREVENTED.— EXCURSION TO THE WESTWARD. 

'J'HE Spanilh officers having nearly completed the aftronomical ob- 
fervations which the Commodore thought it neceflary to make in 
that port, that officer fignified his intention of ffiortly putting to fea 
on the further profecution of the inftru£tions and orders which he had 
received from his court. Previous to their departure, however, the 
Lieutenant-Governor, with the officers of the fettlement and of the 
corps, were entertained firft on board the Decuvierta, and the next 
day on board the Atrevida, the Lieutenant-Governor being each day 
received with a falute of nine guns, with a Spanifli flag hoifted on the 
foretop-maft-head, being the compliment that is paid in the Spaniffi 
fervice to a Lieutenant-General. The dinner was prepared and 
ferved up after their own cuftom, and bore ewry appearance of having 
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been furniflied from a plentiful market*. The healths of their re- 
fpedlive fovereigns, being united in one wifh, were drank with every 
token of approbation, under a difcharge of cannon ; and “ Pro- 
fperity to the Britifli Colonies in New South Wales,” concluded the 
ceremonials of each day. 

The Commodore prefented the Lieutenant-Governor with twa 
drawings of Sydney and Parramatta, done in Indian ink, by F. Bram- 
bila ; together with a copy of the agronomical obfervations which had 
been made at the obfervatory, and at Parramatta. From thefe it ap- 
peared, that the longitude of the obfervatory which they had ereded 
at the Point, deduced from forty- two feta of diHances of the fun 
and moon, taken on the morning of the 2d of April, was 151° iS' 8" 
E. from Greenwich, and the latitude 33" 51' 28'' S. The latitude of 
the Governor’s houfe from Parramatta waa 3 3° 48' S. j and the 
dillance Weft from the obfervatory about nineteen miles. 

The Commodore left a packet with difpatches for the Spanifh am- 
baflador at the court of London, to be forwarded by the firft {hip 
whicii {hould fail for England; and on the 12th both {hips failed. 
Their future route was never exadly fpoken of by them ; but fl^om 
what the ©{beers occafionally threw out, it appeared that they ex- 
pected to be in Europe in about fourteen months from their depar- 
ture. They fpoke of vifiting the Society and Friendly Iftands, and of 
proceeding again to the coaft of South America. 

As it had been the general wifti of the gentlemen of the {ettlement 
to render the refidence of the ftrangers, while among them, as plea- 
fant as their fttuation would allow, they received with great fatis- 
faCtion the expreffions of regret which they teftified at their depar- 
ture j a regret that was at leaft equal on the part of thofe to wliom it 
was profefled. Their ibcLety was very fmall ; they could not there- 
fore but fenGbly feel yic lofs of thefe gentlemen, who united to fo 
much fcientific knowledge thofe qualities of the heart which render 


* A Dnaall cow from Monterry wu facrificed on the occafiun. 
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men eftimable in fociety j and tke names of Malafpina, Buftamante, 
Tova, Efpinofa, Concha, Cevallos, Murphy, Robredo, Quintano, 
Viona, Novales, Pineda, Bauza, Hecncke, Nee Ravenet, and Bram- 
bila, were not likely to be foon forgotten by the officers of Sydney. 
During their ftay the greateft harmony fubfifted between the feamen 
of the two fhips and their people, the latter in but few inftances exer- 
cifing their nimble-fingered talents among them ; fuch, however, as 
did choofe to hazard a difplay, and were deteded, received fevere 
punifhment. 

A few days before the departure of thefe fliips the Chefterfield re* 
turned from Norfolk Ifland. She had anchored for fome days in 
Cafeade Bay, where Governor King had conftruGed a wharf, and had 
hopes of making the landing more convenient than could ever be 
pradicable at Sydney Bay. This was truly a defideratum, as few 
Ihips had gone to this ifland without having, in the courfe of their 
ftay, either been blown off, or been in foine danger on the fliore. 

The mafter of the Shah Horrauzear having laid before the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor fome propofals for conveying cattle to that country, 
they were taken into confideration ; and in a few days a contradt was 
entered into between Mr. Bampton on his own part, and Major 
Grofe on the part of the crown j wherein it was covenanted, that Mr. 
Bampton ftiould freight, at fome port in India, a fhip with one hun- 
dred head of large draught cattle ; one hundred and fifty tons of the 
beft provifion rice, and one hundred and fifty tons of the beft dholl, 
both articles to be equal in quality to famples then produced ; and one 
hundred tons of the beft Irifh-cured beef or pork j or, in lieu of the 
fait provifions, fifty tons of rice. For the cattle, Mr. Bampton was 
to receive at the rate of thirty-five pounds fterling per head for all 
that Ihould land in a merchantable condition in the colony ; for the 
rice, twenty-fix pounds fterling, and for th^holl, eighteen pounds 
fterling for every merchantable ton which fliould be landed ; and laftly, 
four-pence halfpenny per pound for the fait provifions. The mafter 
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was bound in one thoufand five hundred pounds penalty to fulfil 
thefe conditions. 

On the 20th the Da*dalus (lore fhip, from the north-weft coaft of 
America, arrived in Sydney Cove. The Daedalus left England with a 
cargo of provifions and ftores, confiding chiefly of articles of traffic, for 
the ufe of the veflels under the command of Captain Vancouver, whom 
fhe joined at Nootka Sound, on the north-weft coaft of Ajnerica j and it 
was defigned that fhe fhould, after delivering her cargo, be difpatched 
to that colony with fuch ftock as fhe might be able to procure from 
the diflferent iflands whereat fhe might touch, and be afterwards em- 
ployed as the fervice might require, fhould Captain Vancouver not 
make any application for her return ; which was thought probable, as 
well as that he might require fonve affiftance from the colony. 

Captain Vancouver, after taking out as much of the cargo as could 
be received on board the veflTels under his command, difpatched her 
according to his order, although not fo early as he could have 
wifhed, owing to particular circumftances ; and he was now obliged 
to fend with her a requifition for the remainder of the provifions and 
ftores being returned to him, together with a certainty of provifions 
from the colony ; the whole to be difpatched from thence fo as to 
join him, either at Nootka or fome of the Sandwich Iflands, in the 
month of Odober following. 

Out of fix bulls, twelve cows, fix rams, eight ewes, and one hundred 
hogs, which the Daedalus had on board, four fheep and about eighty 
hogs only furvived the voyage, which was again imputed to their 
being taken from grafs. The hogs were in general much reduced, 
though apparently of a very fine breed. They had been brought 
from Otaheite. 

The Daedalus having touched at the northemmoft ifland of New 
Zealand, Lieutenant Hanfon brought away with him two natives of 
that country, according to diredions which he had received, for the 
purpofc of inftruding the fettlers at Norfolk Ifland in the manu- 
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fadure of the flax-plant. They were both young men, and were fent 
in the Shah Hormuzear to that place. 

Captain Vancouver tranfmitted by Lieutenant Hanibn a chart, and 
drawings of a fpacious harbour, which he difcovered on the fouthern 
moil coaft of New South Wales, and which he named King George 
the Third’s Sound. Its fituation was without the line preferibed as 
the boundary of the Britiih pofleffions in that country, being in the 
latitude of 35° 05' 30" South, and longitude iiS" 34'' o" Eaft. He 
alfo fent an account of the difeovery of a dangerous duller of rocks, 
which he named the Snares ; the largefl: of thefe was about a league 
in circuit, and lay in latitude 48^ 03'' S. and longitude lo' £all, 
bearing from the fouth end of New Zealand S. 40° W. true, twenty 
leagues diftant, and from the fouthernmoll part of the Traps (rocks 
difcovered by Captain Cook) S. 671“ W. true, twenty leagues diftant. 
The largefl of thefe rocks, which was the highefl and the north- 
eafternmofl, might be feen in clear weather about eight or nine 
leagues. The whole duller was compofed of feven barren rocks, ex- 
tending in a dire^ion about N. 70° E. and S. 70" W. true,, occupying 
the fpace of about three leagues. 

The Chathana, being feparated in a gale of wind from the Dis- 
covery, fell in with an illand, which was named “ Chatham Ifland,” 
along the north-fide of which fhe failed for twelve leagues. It was 
fituated in latitude 43° 48' S. and longitude 183° oz' Eaft, and its in- 
habitants much refembled the natives of New Zealand. 

The natives, who now and then fhewed themfdves about the diftant 
fettlements, towards the latter end of the month wounded a convidt 
who was taking provifions to a fcttler at Profped: Hill. The wound 
was not dangerous ; but it occafloned the lofs of the provifions vviili 
which he was intrufted. 

The rain of April came too late to fave the Indian corn of the feafon, 
whidi now wore a mofl unpromiling appearance. Another grain 
had been lately introduced into the fettlemenr, and grown at Toon- 
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gabbe and other places, which they thought would anfwcr well for 
ftock. This was the caSre corn of Africa, and had every appearance 
of proving a ufeful grain. 

An extraordinary appearance in the iky was obferved by fevcral peo- 
ple between five and fix o’clock in the evening of Friday the 12th of 
the month. It was noticed in the north-well, and appeared as if a 
ray of forked lightning had been ftationary in that quarter of the Iky 
for about fifteen minutes, which was the time it was vifible. It was 
not to be difcerned, however, after the fun had quitted the horizon. 

In the beginning of the month the weekly ration had been altered, 
the male convidls receiving, inllead of feven, four pounds of flour ; to 
which were added four pounds of wheat and fix pounds of maize in 
the cob : the allowance of fait provifions remained unaltered ; but 
the oil being expended, fix ounces of fugar were iflued in lieu of that 
article. The people themfelves allowed this to be a good ration. > 

With a ration that they admitted to be a good one, with about fix 
hours labour during five days of the week, and with the advantages 
of gardens and good huts, the fituation of the convids might at this 
period be deemed comfortable, and fuch as precluded all excufe for 
mifcondud. Robberies were, notwithllanding, often committed^ 
and the maize, which was Hill in the field, fuflercd continual de- 
predations. 

A diftindion was again made in the ration ferved to the civil and 
military ; they receiving fix, inllead of four pounds, of flour, which 
was the convids’ allowance. 

About the middle of the month the weather was extremely bad. 
On the 1 Jth a report was fpread, in the midll of a moll violent fquall 
of wind and rain, that a flilp was coming in. Kvery one believing it 
to be true, the town was fooa in motion, notwithllanding the ftorm; 
for, although it was not then fo rare as it had been to hear of a fliip, 
yet there was always fomething cheering and grateful, and perhaps 
ever will be, in entertaining the idea that their fociety was about 
to he increafed, and that they were on the point of receiving 
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intelligence from their connedions, or information of what was doing 
in the world from which they felt themfelVes almott fevered. On this 
occafion, however, they were difappointed ; for they foon learned that 
no itgnai had been made, nor a Ihip feen to occafion it. But they 
had been well trained in New South Wales to meet and endure dif- 
appointment. 

The principal labour in hand at Sydney daring the month of May 
was what the building of the barracks occafioned ; and at the other 
fettlements the people were chiefly employed in getting into the 
ground the grain for the enfuing feafon, and in preparing for fowing 
the maize. This article having in the late feafon proved very un- 
profitable, the Lieuten^t-Govemor determined to fow with wheat as 
much of the public grounds as be could ; and every fettler who chofe 
to apply was permitted to draw as much wheat from the public 
granary as his ground required, proper care being taken to infure its 
being applioi to that ufe. At Toongabbe no addition had been 
made to the public ground ilnce Governor Phillip’s departure ; but by 
a fiirvey made at the latter end of this month it appeared, that the of- 
ftcers to whom lands had been granted, had cultivated and cleared 
two hundred and thirty-three acres, and liad cut down the timber, 
from two hundred and nineteen more. All the fettlers of a different 
defcriptlon had added fomething to their grounds and there were 
many who might be pronounced to be advancing fall toward the com- 
fortable fttuation of independent farmers. 

The quantity of land granted fince the Governor’s departure 
amounted to one thoufand five hundred and feventy-five acres, eight 
hundred and thirty of which lay between the towns of Sydney and' of 
Parramatta, the Lieutenant-Governor wifhing and purpofing to form, 
a chain of farms between thofe fettlements. The advantages to be 
derived from this communication were, the opening of an extent of 
country in the neighbourhood of both townfhips, and the benefit that 
would ultimately accrue to the colony at large from the cultivation of 
a track of as good land as any that had been hitherto opened ; by 
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fome, indeed, it was deemed fuperior tp the land iinmedlately about 
Parramatta or Toongabbe. In this chain, on the Parramatta fide,* 
were placed thofe fettlers who had gone out in the Bellona j and, al- 
though they had only taken pofiejQion of their farms about the middle 
of February, they had got foine ground ready for wheat, and by their 
induftry had approved themfelves dcferving of encouragement. ^ 

The Kitty tranfport being fitted for her return to England, it was 
intended that Ihe Ihould fail on the fecond of June. Her departure 
was, however, delayed by the appearance of a mutiny among the 
failors at the very moment of being ordered to get the anchor up and 
proceed to fea. The mafter, Mr. George Ramfay, had frequently 
complained of fome of the foilors of his ihip for various offences, and 
foveral of them had been punifhed on fhore } one, in particular, of the 
name of Williams. This man and four others were found by the 
mafter drinking, and with a light burning in the forecaftle, at the im- 
proper hour of twelve at night. On being ordered to put out the 
light, they refufed, fwearing that if the mafter put it out they would 
light it again. This, however, he effected ; when he was feized by 
Williams and the other failors, and thrown into the water. For- 
tunately he could fwim, (a circumftance unknown to thefe mifereants) 
and he reached the lhip*^s fide, whence, the mate coming to his aftift- 
ance, he was, though with fome difficulty, (being a very heavy man) 
got into the ihip. The mafter, notwithftanding this outrage, would 
have put to fea the next morning ; but when he ordered the topfails 
to be hoifted, and the lliip got under way, Williams ftood forward, 
and, for himfclf and the reft, declared with much infolence, that the 
anchor ihould not be weighed until the proper number of hands be- 
longing to the Chip were on board (fhe was deficient three men and 
two boys, the latter of whom had run away the night before). The 
anchor, however, was got up by the affiftance of the paflengers and 
fome people of the fettlement, who had boats alongfide. The Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, on being informed of the dangerous and alarming 
temper which the feamen manifefted,. refolved, by taking a firm and 
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very a£ttvc part, to crufh the difordcr at once. He accordingly went 
on board in pcrfon, with fome foldiers, and returned with Williams 
and two others who were pointed out to him ; when they were taken 
to the public parade, and there punched, Williams with one hundred 
and fifty, and his companions with one hundred laflies each. In the 
monaent of puniihment Williams’s courage forfook him and the fpirit 
which he had difplayed on board was all evaporated. He would have 
faid or done any thing to have averted the lafti ; yet he well knew 
what a flogging was, having been flogged from ihip to ihip at Spit- 
head for a fimilar offsnce. 

The appearance of a mutiny is at all times and in every fituation to 
be dreaded j but in that country nothing could be more alarming. 
The Lieutenant-Governor faw the affair in that light; and, with a 
celerity and firmnefs adapted to the exigency of the cafe, reftored 
tranquillity and fafety to all thofe who were concerned- in the fate of 
the Kitty. On the following day feveral depofitions were taken by 
the Judge-Advocate, for the purpofe of being tranfmitted to the 
Navy-Board; and, the three feamen being replaced by convidls, the 
Kitty proceeded on her voyage. 

On the fourth of June his Majefty’s birth-day was, as ufual, fct 
apart as a day of reft from labour, and dedicated to feftivity. On 
this occafipn his Excellency ordered twelve of the largeft hogs which 
had been received by the Daedalus, to be killed and divided among 
the military, fuperintendants, and fick at the hofpital. 

Notwithftanding the purchafes of provifions which had fortunately 
been made from the Philadelphia brigantine before Governor Phillip’s 
departure, and fince that time from the Hope and from the Shah 
Hormuzear, the Lieutenant-Governor found it neceffary on the 12th 
of the month to give notice, “ That unlefs fupplies arrived before the 
a 2d, he fliould be under the difagreeable neceflity of ordering the ra- 
tion to be reduced on that day.” The ftate of the ftore but too well 
authorked this determination, it containing at the prefent ration not 
more than ten weeks’ fupply of any fingle article ; and it muft, be re- 
marked, 
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marked, that but for the purchafes which had been moft fortunately 
made, the colony mull at that moment have been again groan> 
ing under the oppreffion of a very reduced ration ; and as none of 
thefe incidental fupplies could be known in England, it was fair ta 
conclude, that the probaWe, nay certain diftrefs of thefe lucklefs peo- 
ple, muft have been adverted to, and that fhips with provilions were 
now not very diftant. Under this idea, although on the aad no fup- 
plies had arrived, the Lieutenant-Governor determined to wait one 
week longer before he direded the neceflary reduftion. It was al- 
ways a painful duty to abridge the food of the labouring man, and 
had been much too often exercifed in that country. The putting ofi^ 
therefore, of the evil day for another week, in the hope of any decreafe 
being rendered unneceflary by the arrival of fupplies, met with general 
applaufe. 

On the Monday following, at nine o’ clock at night, the joyful tidings 
were announced of the arrival of the Britannia, for whofe fafety fears 
had been entertained, eight months having elapfed lince fhe had left 
that port. To doubt her welcome, would be to conclude that the 
inhabitants had had their whole flock of feeling, exhaufted ^ the 
various trials to which they had been expofcdi , W 

Mr. Raven touched at Dulky Bay in New Zealand }, and of the 
timber which he found there he made a very favourable report, pro- 
nouncing it to be light, tough, and in every j-cfpedl fit for. malls or 
yards. From New Zealand the Britannia, after rounding Cape Horn, 
proceeded to the ifland of Santa Catherina, on the Brafil coall, where the 
Portuguefc have a fettlement, and from whofe Governor Mr. Raven 
received much civility during the eighteen days that he remained 
there. Not being able at this place to procure any of the articles 
which he was inflruaed to purchafe, (one cow and (?ne cow-calf ex- 
cepted,) he flood over to the African continent, and arrived at the 
Cape of Good Hope on the 24th of March. At this port he took on 
board thirty cows; three mares; twelve goats; a quantity of flour, 
fiigar, tobacco and fpirits ; with other articles, according to the orders 
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of his employers. Mr. Raven afforded another inftance of the great 
difficulty attending the tranfporting of cattle to that country j for, 
notwithflanding the extreme care and attention which had been paid 
to them, twenty-nine oi the cows and' three goats unfortunately died. 

From tlie length of time which the Britannia had been abfent, ob- 
fervation was forcibly drawn to the diftance whereat this colony 
was placed from any quarter which could furnifh it with fupplies ; 
and a calculation of the length of time which had been taken by 
other fliips to procure them, confirmed the neceflity that exifted 
of uling every exertion which might place it in a ftate of inde- 
pendence. 

The difficulty of introducing cattle into the colony had been ren- 
dered evident by the mifearriage of the different attempts made by 
the feveral (hips. In this particular they had indeed been fingularly 
unfortunate j for they had not only loft the greater part of what had 
been purchafed and embarked for the colony, as will have appeared ; 
but they had at the beginning, as may be remembered, loft the few 
that did furvtve the paflage. Of thefe, it was not known with any 
cert^ty what had been the fate. Some of the natives who refided 
tn 'tiiFfettlement, on obferving cattle which had been landed, declared 
that they had fixn fuch animals deftroyed by their own people ; and 
even offered to lead any one to the place where fome of their bones 
might be found ; but, from the diftance of the fuppofed fpot, and 
more important concerns, this had never been fought after. It was 
very probable that they had been fo deftroyed ; if not, and that they 
had met with no other accident, their increafe at this time muft have 
been very confiderablc. 

Of the ftock which had been landed in the colony, there remained 
at this time three bulls, twenty-one cows, feven calves. Sheep, horfes, 
and hogs, were found to endure, better than any other dock, the rough 
weather which was in general met with between the Cape of Good 
Hope and that country. 


The 
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The natives had latterly become very troublefome, particularly in 
lurking between the different fettlements, and forcibly taking pro- 
vifions and clothing from the conviifls who were pafling from one to 
another. One or two convidts having been wmiinded by them, feme 
fmall armed parties were font out to diive them away, and to throw a 
few fhot among them ; but with pofitive orders to be careful not to 
take a life. 

Several of thefe people, however, continued to refidc in the town, 
and to mix with its inhabitants in the moll umeferved manner. It 
was no uncommon circumftancc to fee them coming in with bundles 
of lire-wood which they had been hired to procure, or bringing w'ater 
from the tanks; for which fervices they thought thcmfelves well 
repaid with any worn-out jacket or trowfers, or blankets, or a piece 
of bread. Of the latter article they were exceedingly fond ; and their 
conftant prayer was for bread, importuning with as much earneftnefs 
and perfcverancc as if begging for bread had been their profeffion 
from their infancy. 

On the firft of July the Dsedalus failed to convey to Captain Van- 
couver the provillons and (lores which had been required by that 
officer. Lieutenant Hanfon, the naval agent on board, received the 
moft pointed orders for the fitip to return to that port immediately 
after having executed the fervice on which (he was then going. The 
Daedalus was confidered as a colonial fhip ; and nothing but Captain 
Vancouver’s exprefs requilition to have the (lores and provifions which 
were on board her (the ftores being chiefly articles of traffic) fent back to 
him, to enable him to fulfil the inftrudions that he had received, would 
have induced the Lieutenant-Governor, in the then fituation of the 
colony, to have parted with her, wdien it was highly probable that 
her fervices might be wanting to procure fupplics, and at no diftant 
period, if (hips did not very fpeedily arrive to their affiftance. 

On board the Daedalus was embarked a native of the country, who 
was lent by the Lieutenant-Governor for the purpofe of acquiring 
the Englifh language, Lieutenant Hanfon was directed by no means 

F F to 
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to leave him at Nootka, but, if he furvived the voyage, to bring him 
back to his friends and countrymen. His native names were Gnung-a 
gnung-a, Mur-re-mur-gan ; but he had for a long time entirely loft 
them, even among his own people, who called him “ Collins,” after 
the judge-advocate, whofe name he had adopted on the firft day of 
his being at the fettlement. He was a man of a more gentle difpofi- 
tion than moft of his aflbeiates ; and from the confidence that he 
placed in his new acquaintance, very readily undertook the voyage, 
although he left behind him a young wife (a fifter of Bennillong, who 
accompanied Governor Phillip). 

On the 6th, the intended change took place in the ration ; and it be- 
ing a week on which pork was to be iffued, three pounds of that ar- 
ticle were Icrved inftead of four. The other articles remained the fame. 

The clergyman, who fuffered as much inconvenience as other peo- 
ple from the want of a proper place for the performance of divine fer- 
vice, himfelf undertook to remove the evil, on finding that, from the 
prefliire of other works, it was not eafy to forefee when a church 
would be erected. He accordingly began one under his own infpeiftion, 
and chofe the fituation for it at the back of the huts on the eaft fide of 
the cove. The front was feventy-three feet by fifteen ; and at right 
angles with the centre projeded another building forty feet by fifteen. 
The edifice was conftruded of ftrong polls, wattles, and plafter, and 
was thatched *. Much credit was due to the Rev. Mr. Johnfon for his 
perfonal exertions on this occafion. 

From the firft landing in New South Wales to the prefent day, there 
had been no effedual remedy found to prevent either the military or 
. convids from bartering their fupplies for fpirits. Often-repeated pro- 
hibitions were of no avail ; and it was now difeovered that the fugar 
and tobacco which had been ferved to the foldiers, had, almoft as 
foon as received, been exchanged for Cape brandy at fix times its 
value : frelh reftridions were therefore laid, and pofitive orders once 
more given. 

About 

* The expence of building; was computed at 4«\ 
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About the middle of the month, all the wheat which was to be fown 
on the public account was got in, at and near Toongabbe ; the quan- 
tity of ground was about three hundred and eighty acres. The wheat 
of laft feafon being now nearly thraihed out, fome judgment could be 
formed of its produce ; and it was found to have averaged between 
feventeen and eighteen bulhels an acre. A large quantity of wheat 
had alfo been fown the prefent feafon by individuals, amounting to 
about one thoufand three hundred and eighty-one bufliels ; every en- 
couragement having been given to them to fow their grounds with 
that grain. 

The frequent commifTion of crimes occafioned the criminal court 
of judicature to be aflembled ; when one man was fentenced to die ; 
but the court having recommended him to mercy on account of his 
youth, being only fixteen years of age, the Lieutenant-Governor as 
readily forgave as the court had recommended him ; but that the pri- 
foner might have all the benefit of fo awful a fituation, the change in 
his fate was not imparted to him until the very moment when he was 
about to afeend the ladder from which he was to have been plunged 
into eternity. He had appeared fince his convi^ion as if devoid of 
feeling ; but on receiving the information of a pardon being granted 
him, he fell on his knees in an agony of joy and gratitude. The 
folemn feene appeared likewife to make a forcible impreilion on his fel- 
low-prifoners who were prefent. 

The weather of the winter 1793 having been colder than any that 
they had yet experienced, great exertions were made to clothe all the 
labouring convids j and for that purpofe the work of the taylors had 
for fome time been confined to them. Every male received one cloth 
jacket, .two canvas frocks, one pair of Ihoes, and one leathern cap. 
The females alfo had been clothed. 

On Wednefday the 24th, the veffel which came from England in 
frame, being at length completed, was, with the alfiftance of Mr. 
Raven and his fhip, hove down to low>water-mark, where ihe fioated 
with the tide, and was hauled fafely along-fide the Britannia. The ce- 
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remony of chriftening her was performed, and fhe was named the 
Francis. By Mr. Raven’s advice flie was rigged as a fchooner, inftcad 
of a /loop, for which /he had been originally intended. 

On the laft day of July, a plan to take off one of the long-boats was 
revealed to the Lieutenant-Governor. The principal parties in it were 
foldiers ; and their fcheme was, to proceed to Java ; with a chart of 
which they had been by fome means furni/hed. If their plan had 
been put into execution,' the evil would have carried with it its own 
puni/hment ; for, had they furvived the voyage, they woulff never 
have been countenanced by the Dutch, who were always very jealous 
of ftrangers going among them. Two of the foldiers were immedi- 
ately put into confinement^ and in the night, two others, one a corpo- 
ral, went into the woods, taking with them their arms, and about one 
hundred rounds of powder and ball (which they colledled from the 
different pouches in the barracks), their provifions and nece/Taries. 

The principal works done at Sydney during July were, eredling 
kitchens and ftorerrooms for the officers’ new barracks, colleding tim- 
ber, and conflruding huts at Peter/ham for convifts. At Toongabbe 
the Indian corn was not all gathered ; and houfing of that, and pre- 
paring the ground for the reception of the next feafon’s crop, occupied 
the labouring convids at that fettlement. 

Some counterfeit dollars were in circulation; but the manufacturers 
of them could not be difeovered. 

The two foldiers who had been put in confinement as parties in the 
plan for feizing the long-boat were tried, and one of them acquitted ; 
but the other, being found guilty, was fentenced to receive three hun- 
dred laihes. While fmarting under the feverity of his punifliment,. 
he gave up the names of fix or eight of his brother foldiers, among 
whom were the two which had abfented thcmfelvcs the preceding even- 
ii^. Thefe people, the day following their defertion, were met in the 
path to Parramatta, and told an abfurd ftory of their being fent to the 
Blue Mountains. They were next heard of at a fettler’s at Profpeft 
Hill, whofe houfe they entered forcibly, and, making him and his la- 
bourer 
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bourer prifoners, pafled the night there. At another fettler’s they 
took fixteen pounds of flour, which they fent by his wife to a woman 
well known to them, and had it baked into fmall loaves. They fig- 
nifled a determination not to be taken alive, and threatened to lie in 
wait for the game-killers, of whofe ammunition they meant to make 
themfelves mafters. Thefe declarations manifefted at once the badnefs 
of their hearts, and the weaknefs of their caufe ; and the Lieutenant- 
Governor, on being made acquainted with them, fent out a fmall 
armed party to fecure and bring them in ; rightly judging, that people 
who were lb ready at exprefling every where a refolution to part with 
their lives rather than be taken, would not give much trouble in fe- 
curing them. 

This defertion, and the difaffedion of thofe who went to take off a 
boat, was the more unaccountable and unpardonable, as the command- 
ing officer had uniformly treated thetn with every indulgence. Spi- 
rits and other comforts had been procured for them j he had diftin- 
guifhed them from the convids in the ration of provifions; he had al- 
lowed them to build themfelves comfortable huts j he had indulged 
them with women ; and, in a word, if he had erred, it was by too great 
attention to their wifhes. At the lame time thefe indulgencies were 
counterbalanced by a certainty of their being withdrawn when abufed ; 
and flagrant offenders were fure of meeting with puniihment : yet 
there were many among them fo ungrateful for the benefits which 
they received, and fo unmindful of their own intereft and accommo- 
dation, that they behaved ill whenever they had an Opportunity. 

The two runaways were overtaken, and, as had been forefeen, 
fecured without any oppofition on their part. 

On the 7th of Auguft, the Boddington tranfport arrived from Ire- 
land, having failed from Cork on the 15th of February, with one hun- 
dred and twenty-four male, and twenty female convids of that king- 
dom on board, provifion calculated to fervethem nine months after their 
arrival, and a proportion of clothing for twelve months. The Irifli 
convifls had attempted to take the Ihip j but their defign had been fruf- 
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trated by the vigilance and a<9:ivlty of the mailer and a fubaltern's 
party of the New South Wales Corps. 

No ihip could have brought out their convicts in higher order, or 
could have given ftronger proofs of attention to their health and ac- 
commodation, than did this veffel. Each had a bed to hinifelf, and a 
new fuit of clothes to land in. On the part of the crown alfo, to fee 
juftice done to the convifts, there was a furgeon of the navy on board, 
and a fuperintendant ; and on the part of the contractor, a furgeon 
alfo. They had not any fick lift, and had loft only one man on the 
paftage. 

Advices were received by this ftiip, that adminiftration intended to 
make arrangements for their being fupplied from Bengal with live 
•cattle } and this became a favourite idea with every perfon in the co- 
lony; for the iheep, though fmall, were found to be very produtflive, 
breeding twice in the year ; and generally bringing two lambs at a birth. 
The climate was alfo found to agree well with the cattle of the Buf- 
falo fpecies which had been received. 

The convi£ls, on quitting the Boddingtou, gave their Captain (Mr. 
Robert Chalmers) three hearty cheers, as a token of their gratitude 
for his humanity and good treatment of t’.em. 

It being neceffary to mark with fome degree of feveriiy the offence 
which had been committed by the two foldiers, a general court* mar- 
tial was aflcmbled for their trial. The Lieutenant-Governor, with 
much humanity, forbore to charge them with a capital offence; 
bringing them to trial for abfenting themfelves from head-quarters 
without leave, inftead of the more ferious crime of defertion. 

By the mutiny ad, a general court-martial may, in Africa, contift 
of lefs than thirteen commiflioned officers, but not lefs than five ; the 
like provifion was alfo extended to New South Wales ; and nine officers 
formed the court now affembled for the firft time in that colony. Cap- 
tain Collins officiating as judge-advocate. The prifoners did not deny 
the crime with which they were charged ; the corporal, after being re- 
duced to the ranks, was fentenced to receive five hundred lafhes, and 

the 
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the private foldier eight hundred. The fentence being approved by the 
Lieutenant-Governor, was in part carried into execution, the corporal 
receiving two hundred and feventy-five, and the foldier three hundred 
lafhes. 

It has been feen, that the fupply brought by the Boddington was 
very inconfiderable ; and no greater quantity was expeded with any 
degree of certainty by the flup which was to follow. The fall provi- 
llons remaining in ftore (by a calculation made up to the 28th) were 
fufficient for only fourteen weeks at the full ration, including what had 
been received by the Boddington, and feme furplus provifions which 
had been purchafed of the agent to the contrador, and one hundred 
calks of pork which had been omitted by an overfight in the laft 
account. 

When it was confidered that their fupplies would always be a£le£ted 
by commotions at home, and that, if a war (hould take place between 
England and any other nation, they might be retarded, or taken by the 
enemy, the Lieutenant-Governor determined, while he had in his 
own hands the means of fupplying himfelf, to employ them ; and on 
the 26th chartered the Britannia for India. She was to proceed to Ben- 
gal, to be freighted by the government of that prefidcncy with fait 
provifions, Irilh beef or pork ; and in the event of its not being pof- 
fible to procure them, the fliip was to return loaded with fugar, rice, 
and dholl. 

The clergyman having completed the building which he began in 
July, divine fervice was performed in it for the firft time on Sunday 
the 2 5th of Auguft ; and for a temporary accommodation it appeared 
likely to anfwer very well. Mr. Johnfon in his difeourfe, which was 
intended to imprefs the minds of his audience with the neceffity of holi- 
nefs in every place, lamented that the urgency of public works had 
prevented any undertaking of the kind before, and had thus thrown it 
upon him ; he declared that he had no other motive for (landing for- 
ward in the bufinefs, than that of eftablilhing a place (heltered from 
bad weather, and from the fummer heats, where public worihip might 

be 
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be performed. He faid, that the uncertainty of a place where they 
might attend had prevented many from coming ; but he hoped that 
now the attendance would be regular. 

The provifions by the Boddington proved to be in raofl. excellent 
condition, not a fingle article being damaged. 

Much apprehenfion was entertained for the wheat, which began to 
look yellow and parched for want af rain. Toward the latter end of 
the month, however, fnme rain fell during three days and nights, which 
confiderably refrelhed it. But there being no fixed , period at which 
wet weather was to be expected in that country, it might certainly be 
pronounced too dry for wheat. 

Unproductive as the Indian corn Town laft year on the public 
grounds had proved, the feltlers’ crops mull have been more for- 
tunate ; for, after refervlng a fufficlency of feed for the enfuing feafon, 
and for their domeftic purpofes, a few had raifed enough to enable 
them to fell twelve hundred bulhds to government, who, on receiving 
it into the public ftores, paid five (hillings per bufitel to the bringer. 
Government, however, was not reforted to in the firft infiance by the 
fettlcr, who preferred difpofing of his corn where he could receive 
fpirits in payment (which he retailed for labour), to bringing it to 
the commifiary for five fliillings a bulhel ; but at this price, from whofe 
hands foever it might come, it was received into the public ftores. 

It might have been fuppofed, that the fatal confequcnce of endea- 
vouring to find in the woods of New South Wales a place where the 
means of life could be obtained without labour, had been fufficiently 
felt by the convids who had tried it, to have deterred others from rufti- 
ing into the fame error, as they would doubtlefs acquaint the new 
comers with the ill fuccefs which had attended all their fchemes of that 
nature. Several of thofc, however, who came out in the Boddington, 
went off into the woods foon after their landing; and a fmall party, 
compofed of fome defperate characters, about the fame time ftole a boat, 
and, as they were not heard of for fome days after, it was fuppofed 
that they had either got oat of the harbour, or were lying concealed 
7 until. 
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until, being joined by thofe who had taken to the woods, they could 
procure a larger and a fafer conveyance from the country. 

On the 17th of September, the Sugar-Cane tranfport anchored in the 
cove from Cork. She had on board one hundred and ten male, and 
fifty female convids, and a ferjeant’s party of the New South Wales 
corps as a guard. On the 25th of May, information was given to the 
agent on the part of Government, that a meeting was intended by the 
ennyids, and t^tthey had proceeded fo far as to faw off fomc of their 
irons. Infinuations w ere at the fame time thrown out, of the probability 
of their being joined by certain of the failors and of the guard. The 
agent, after making the nccclTary inquiry, thought it indifpcnfable to 
the fafely of the Ihip, to caufe an inftant example to be made, and or- 
dered one of the convids who w'as found out of irons to be executed 
that night; others were punifhed the next morning ; and by thefe mea« 
fures, as might well be expeded, threw fuch a damp on the fpirits of 
the reft, that he heard no more during the voyage of attempts or inten- 
tions to take the fiiip. 

After the arrival of the Boddington, many clrcumftancesrefpeding 
the intended mutiny in that ftiip had been difclofed by the convids 
themfelves, which were not before known. They did not hefitate to 
fay, that all the officers were to have been murdered, the firft mate and 
the agent excepted, who were to be preferved alive for the purpofe of 
condudlng the fhip to a port, where they were likewife to be put to 
death. 

As intentions of this kind had been talked of in feveral ffiips, the 
military guard fliould never have been lefs than an officer’s com- 
mand, and that guard (efpecially when embarked for the fecurity of a 
ffiip full of wild lawlefs Irifti) ought never to have been compofed 
either of young foldiers, or of deferters from other corps. 

Captain Paterfon, of the New South Wales corps, an account of 
whofc journies in Africa appeared in print fome years ago, conceiving 
that he might be able to penetrate as far as, or even beyond, the wefi 
tern mountains, (commonly known in the colony by the name of the 
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Blue Mountains, from the appearance which land fo high and diftant 
generally wears,) fet off from the fettlement with a finall party of gen- 
tlemen, well provided with arms, and having provilions and neceflfa- 
ries fufficient for a journey of fix weeks, to make the attempt. Boats 
were fent round to Broken Bay, whence they got into the Hawkefbury, 
and the fourth day as fixr as Richmond Hill. At this place, in the 
year 1789, the Governor’s progrefs up the river was obllru^ied by a 
fall of water, which his boats were too heavy to drag over. This diffi- 
culty Captain Paterfon overcame by quitting his large boats, and pro- 
ceeding from Richmond Hill with two that were fmaller and lighter. 
He found that this part of the river carried him to the weftward, and 
into the chafm that divided the high land feen from Richmond Hill. 
Hither, however, he got with great difficulty and fome danger, meeting 
in the fpace of about ten miles with not lefs than five water-falls, one 
of which was rather fteep, and was running at the rate of ten or twelve 
miles an hour. Above this part the water was about fifteen yards from 
fide to fide, and came down with fome rapidity, a fall of rain having 
fwollen the ftream. Their navigation was here fo intricate, lying be- 
tween large pieces of rock that had been torn down by torrents, and 
fome ftumps of trees which they could not always fee, that (after hav- 
ing loofened a plank in one boat, and driven the other upon a flump 
which forced its way through her bottom) they gave up any farther 
progrefs, leaving the wefteru mountains to be the objedt of difeovery at 
fome future day. It was fuppofed that they had proceeded ten miles 
farther up the river than had before been done, and named that part of 
it, which until then had been unfeen, “ the Grofe and a high peak 
of land, which they had in view in the chafm, they called Harrington 
Peak. Captain Paterfon, as a botanift, was amply rewarded for his la- 
bour and difappointment by difeovering feveral new plants. . Of the 
foil in which they grew, however, he did not fpeak very favourably. 

He faw but few natives ; and thofe who did vifit them were almofl 
unintelligible to the natives of Port Jackfon who accompanied him. 
He entertained a notion^ that their legs and arms were longer than 
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thofe of the inhabitants of the coaft. As they live by climbing trees, 
if there really was any fuch difference, it might perhaps have been oc- 
cafioned by the cuftom of hanging by their arms and refting on their 
feet at the utmoft ftretch of the body, which they pra<Stife from their in- 
fancy. The party returned on the 2 2d, having been abfent about ten 
days. In their walk to Pitt Water, they met with the boat which had 
been ftolen by fomc of the Irifli convids ; and a few days after their re- 
turn, fome of thofe who had run into the woods came into Parramatta, 
with an account of two of their party having been fpeared and killed 
by the natives. The men who were killed were very bad charaders, 
and had been the principals in the intended mutiny on board the Bod- 
dington. Their deftrudion was confirmed by fome of the natives who 
lived in the town. 

The foundation of another barrack for officers was begun. For the 
privates, one only was yet ereded j but this was attended with no in- 
convenience to them, as all thofe who were not in quarters had built 
themfelves comfortable huts. This indulgence, no doubt, was pleafant 
to the foldiers; but it had ever been confidered, that foldiers could no 
where be fo well regulated as when living in quarters, where, by fre- 
quent infpedions and vifitings, their charaders would be known, and 
llieir condud attended to. In a multiplicity of fcattered huts, the eye 
of vigilance would with difficulty find its objed j and the foldier in 
poffeffion of a habitation of his own, might, in courfe of time, think 
of himfelf more as an independent citizen than as a fubordinate foluier. 
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CHAP. XII. 

TH 2 BODDIKOTON AND 8UOAR*CAK£ SAIL.— A MILL ERECTED. — THEFTS 
COMMITTED.— TWO PERSONS KILLED BY LIGH ENING. — THE FAIRY AR- 
RIVES.—FARM 3 SOLD.— THE FRANCIS RETURNS FROM NEW ZEALAND.— 

RATION ALTERED.— TRANSACTIONS. HARVEST BEGUN. — CRIMINAI. 

COURT HELD. — A CONVICT EXECUTED. —PROVISIONS. — NATIVES. — CON- 
VICTS.— GRANTS Of LAND — SE i TLERS.— EXPENCES HOW TO B CALCU- 
LATED.— DEATHS IN 1793. — PRICES OF GRAIN, STOCK, AND LABOUR.— 

MURDER COMMITTED. — PROVISIONS. — STORM AT PARRAMATTA CROPS. 

A SETTLEMENT FIXED AT THE HAWK: SBURY. — NATIVES.— THE FRANCIS 
RETURNS FROM NORFOLK ISLAND — INFORMATION. — THE NI.W ZEALAND 
NATIVES SENT TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY. — DISTURBANCE AT NORFOLK 
ISLAND.— COURT OF ENQUIRY AT SYDNEY. — THE FRANCIS HE TURNS TO 
NORFOLK ISLAND. — NATIVES TROUBLESOME. — STATE OF PROVISIONS. 

ON the 13th of Odober the Boddtngton and Sugar-Cane failed for 
Bengal, purpofing to follow in the Atlantic’s track. The maftcr of 
the former was furniflied with the copy of a chart made on board the 
Pitt Indiaman, and brought to Sydney by the Britannia, of a paffage 
or channel found by that fliip in the land named by Lieutenant Short- 
land New Georgia j which channel was placed in the latitude of 8° 
30' S. and in the longitude of 158" 30^ E. and named “ Manning’s 
Straits.” 

Early in the month an alteration took place in the weekly ration, the 
four pounds of wheat ferved the convifts were difcontinued, and 
a fubftitution of one pint of nee, and two pints of gram, (an Eaft 
India grain refembling dboll,! took place. The ferving of wheat was 
difcontinued for the purpofe of ifliiing it as flour ; to accomplilh which, 
a mill had been conftruded by a convidl, whofe abilities as a mill- 
wright had hitherto laid dormant, and perhaps would longer have con- 

7 tinued! 



OF NEW SOUTH WALES; 


»793-] 


aag 


tinued fo had they not been called f(Mrth by a deflre of placing him- 
felf in competition with the mill-wright fent by Government to the 
fettlement of Sydney. 

His machine was a walking mill, the principal wheel of which was 
fifteen feet in diameter, and was worked by two men ; while this 
wheel was performing one revolution, the mill-ftones performed 
twenty. As it had been in oppofition to the public mill-wright that 
he undertook to conftru£t this mill, he of courfe derived no aflifiance 
whatever from the other’s knowledge, and had to contend not only 
w'ith his opinion, but the opinion of fuch as he could prejudice againfl: 
him. The heavy part of the work, cutting and bringing in the tim- 
ber, and aftip^rards preparing it, was performed by his fellow-prifo- 
ners, who gave him their labour voluntarily. He was three months 
and five days from his taking it in hand to his offering it for the firft 
trial. On this trial it was found defective in fome of the machinery, 
which was all conftrudted of the timber of the country, and not pro- 
perly feafoned. Its effe<3:8 in grinding were various ; at firft, two 
bufliels an hour ; afterwards four ; and at laft only one. Had the 
whole of the machinery been upon a larger fcale, there was every rea- 
fon to fuppofe that it would have anfwered the expe^ation of the 
moft interefted. The conftru<3;or, however, had a great deal of me- 
rit, and, perceiving what the defedls were, undertook to make ano- 
ther upon a larger fcale at Sydney, and on an improved plan. For 
this purpofe, all the aitificers and a gang of convidis were fent dowp^ 
from Parramatta, and were firft employed in forming a timber-yard at 
Peterftiam, two hundred feet fquare. 

At that place (a finall diftridt in the neighbourhood of Sydney, fo 
named by the Lieutenant-Governor) nine huts for labouring con- 
vidls were built, and fixty acres of government ground cleared of tim- 
ber, twenty of which were fown with Indian com. This was the 
only addition made to the public ground that feafon ; and the foie dif- 
ference that was obfervable in the progrefs of their cultivation, con- 
fifted in fowing that year with wheat a large portion of that ground 

which 
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which the lafl: year grew Indian corn. The weather throughout the 
month had been extremely favourable for wheat. 

The number of convids which it was intended to receive into the 
New South Wales corps being determined, a warrant of emancipation 
paffed the feal of the territory, giving conditional freedom to three- 
and-twenty perfons of that defcription, feven of whom had been 
tranfported for life, and three had between fix and nine years to fervc. 
The condition of their pardon was, their continuing to fcrve in the 
corps into which they had enlifted until they fliould be regularly diC* 
charged therefrom. 

Several frefh proofs of the incorrigible depravity of the convidhs 
had occurred during the month of October : four of th 4 ll^ had broken 
into the houfe of a fettler, where with large bludgeons they had 
beaten and nearly murdered two men who lived with him. The 
hands and faces of thefe mifcreants were blackened ; and it was ob- 
ferved, that they did not fpeak during the time they were in the hut. 
It was fuppofed that they were fome of thofe who had come from 
Ireland j feven of whom, with one woman, had at this time abfeonded 
into the woods. 

During a ftorm of rain and thunder w'hich happened in the after- 
noon of Saturday the 26th, two convidts, who were employed in 
cutting wood when the rain commenced, ran to a tree for Ihelter, 
where they were found the next morning lying dead, together with a 
dog which followed them. There was no doubt that the flielter which 
they fought had proved their deftrudlion, and that they had been 
Ilruck dead by lightning, fome flaflies of which had been obferved to 
be very vivid and near. One of them, when he received the ftroke, had 
his hands in his bofom j the hands of the other were acrofs his breaft, 
and he feemed to have had fomething in them. The pupils of their 
eyes were confiderably dilated, and the tongue of each, as well as that 
of the d^g, was forced out between the teeth. Their faces were livid, 
and the fame appearance was vifible on feveral parts of their bodies. 
The tree at the jfoot of which they were found was barked at the top, 

and 
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and fome of its branches were torn off. In the evening they were 
decently buried in one grave, to which they were attended by many 
of their fellow-prifoners. Mr. Johnfon, to a difcourfe which he after- 
wards preached on the fubjedl, prefixed as a text thefe words from the 
firfl; book of Samuel, “ There is but a ftep between me and death.*’- 

This was the firft accident of the kind that had occurred in the 
colony, though lightning more vivid and alarming had often been feen 
in ftorms of longer duration. 

While every one was expe<fling the colonial veffel, the Francis, 
from New Zealand, the fignal for a fail was made on the 29th ; and 
ihortly after, the Fairy, an American fnow, anchored in the cove from 
Boflon in New England, and laft from the iiland of St. Paul, whence 
flie had a paffage of only four weeks. 

The mafter exprefled a furprife that the inhabitants of Sydney had 
not any finall craft on the coaft, as he obferved a plentiful harveft of 
feals as he came along. He had touched at Port Jackfon merely to 
refrefli, not having any thing on board for fale ; his cargo confifliing 
wholly of articles of traffic for the north-weft coaft of America. 

Two of the fettlers, Williams and Rufe, weary of independence, 
fold each his farm, with the houfe, crop, and ftock ; the firft for fome- 
thing lefs than one hundred pounds, the other for forty. Both thefe 
people had to feek employment until they could get away j and Wil- 
liams was reduced to work as a hireling upon the ground of which 
he had been the mafter. But he was a ftranger to the feelings which 
would have rendered this circumftance difagreeable to him. 

The greateft inconvenience attending this transfer of landed pro- 
perty was, the return of fuch a mifereant as Williams, and others of 
his defeription, to England, to be let loofe again upon the public. 
The land itfelf went into the poffeflion of people who were interefted 
in making the moft of it, and who would be more ftudipus to raife 
plentiful crops for market. 

About four hundred and twenty acres of Indian com were planted 
at the different fettlements for the coming feafon’s crop. 


On 




*' 'Cin the of November, the Francis fchooner returned from 
l>ufky Bay In New Zealand. It was found that, by rigging this little 
Veflel aM .^chboner inftead of a floop, for which (he was built, her 
Jailing had^’ heal tnaterially alFeded, Four times ftie was blown off 
^e cpaJI of Ne'ifrV Zealand. She left Mr. Raven and his fhip’s com- 
jpaqy'wiE^I 'at"f)‘u^y' Bay, but his people had taken only four thoufand 
‘five 'hundred Teat dcin's. Mr. Raven ftated the fprucc fir of that 
ctWiUtty to. be.khe fitteff wood that he had obferved for fliip-building, 
^tid it .nii^ht be procured in any quantity or of any fize. The car- 
bentf^ of Ihe'Bittannia, an ingenious man, and matter of his pro- 
xd^Oti^ ednipared it to Englifli oak for durability and ttrength. 

/ 'The liatives had not moletted the Britannia’s people: indeed, they 
jfe^ed rather to abhor them ; for, if by chance, in their excurfions 
j(w^lich wefe very few), they vifited and left any thing in a hut, they 

the hut pulled down, and their 
prej^i|i^liiaih»ig y^ere it was left. Some little articles which Mr, 
iilVeftt'¥ad hUttCsif pla^^ in a^hut, when he touched there to ettablifh 
his little fi'&ery. Were found three months after by his people in the 
-fatae l)5t)i. / . 

. 'Their been very bad; fevere gales of wind from the 

’ ijpHjirweft, and heavy rains, often impeding the fifhery and other 
l.aljdu?,‘. flwJck cf an’earthquake too had been felt. They had an 
^bjih'daurtceV.of^'frc.fli ^rpvifions, ducks, wood-hens, and feveral other 
tew1,'ahd caught'laf^e quantities of fitti. The foil, to a great depth, 
appeared to be tompbled of decayed vegetable fubftances. 

' - Nothing appeared, by this information from Dulky Bay, that held 
hut encourapeinent .to ’the government of Port Jackfon to make any 
life, of that part’ of New Zealand. ,, So little was faid of the foil, or face 
of the country, .that no judgment could be formed of any advantages 
"which might be expe£ted frbin attempting to cultivate it ; a feal-fifliery 
was not an objed with it at prefent ; and, befide, it did not feem 
to pfbliilfe much. TKe.tame the fchooner was abfent, however, was not 
mifappfi^ it proving the event of having, as Mr. Raven had 

done, 
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done, left twelve people for ten months on fo populous an illand, the 
inhabitants whereof were known to be favages, fierce and watlike. It 
might certainly be fuppofed that thefe people were unacquainted with 
the circumftances of there being any ftrangers near them j and that con- 
fequently they had not any communication with the few miferable 
beings who w'ere occafionally feen in the coves of Dufky Bay, 

On Saturday the 23d of Novetnher, the flour and rice in the- ftore 
being nearly expended, the ration was altered to the following pro- 
portions of thofe articles, viz. : 

To the officers, civil and military, foldiers, overfeers, and the fettlers 
from free people, were ferved. 

Of bifeuit or flour - - Two pounds. 

Indian corn - • * Five pounds. 

Wheat . - - - Two pounds. 

Peafe - » - - Three pints. 

To the male convidts were ferved, women and children receiving In 
the proportions always obferved, ^ 

(Of bifeuit or flour, none,— and for the firft time fince the eftablifli- 
ineut of the colony,) 

Wheat . # . • - » Three pounds. 

Indian corn - - Five pounds^ 

Paddy - - • - Two pints. 

Gram - - - Two ditto. 

This was univcrfaJly. felt as, the^tVOrft ration that had ever been 
(jawed from his Majefty’s ftores ; and by the labouring convia par- 
tictilarly, fo, a& no article ^ grain was prepared for l^m fo aa to be 
immediately made ufe of. The quantity that was now to be ground, 
and .the, naambers who brought grain to the mill, kept it employed aH 
the night as ^ as as, frpm! the fcarcity of mills, every 

man was, compelled to'xVniit^or hjls turn, the day had broke and tlie 
drum bett fov bbdur^ before tnaoy who went into the milkhoufe at 
night had beenr able to .g)et tibteir corn ground. The confequence 
was, that many, not having power to wait, confuip^dr their allowance 
■ ■ ■ ,! n H unprepared. 
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unprepared. By the next Saturday, a quantity of wheat fuflBcient for 
one ferving having been pafled through the large mill at Parramatta, 
the convids recdved their ration of that article ground coarfe. 

Short as was the quantity of flour in ftore, they did not, however, 
defpair of being able to ifloe fome meal of that feafon’s growth before 
it could be entirely expended. About the middle of the month, the 
wheat that was fown in April, about ninety acres, being perfedly ripe, 
the harveft commenced ; and from that quantity of ground it was cal- 
culateid that upwards of twenty- two buihels an acre would be re* 
ceived. Moft of the fettlers had begun to reap ; and they, as well as 
others who had grown grain, were informed, that “ wheat, properly 
dried and cleaned, would be received at Sydney by the Commiflary at 
ten Ihillings the bufltel ; but that none could be purchafed from any 
other perfons than thofe who had grown it on their own farms;, 
neither could any be taken into the flores at Parramatta.’^ 

The precaution of receiving wheat only from thofe perfons who 
had raifed it, was intended to prevent the petty and xafcally trafiic 
which would otherwife have been carried on between free people off 
the ftores, and perfons who might employ them to fell the fhaits of 
their depredations on the public and other grounds. 

An idea very generally prevailed among the convids, that the 
Xiicutenant-Governor was not authorifed to caufe a fentence of death 
to be carried into execution : a notion that was in their minds con* 
firmed' by the mercy which had been extended to one of them who 
had been condemned, and pardoned by him. It became, therefore^, 
abfolutely neceffary, for their own lakes, to let them fee that he vns 
not only poffeffed of the power, but that he would alio exercife it. On; 
this account, a prifoner then under fentence was executed oat Tuefday^ 
the I oth of December; and, moft fortnnaiely, there didmotexift in 
the colony at that time a fitter objeAi for example. The poor wretch,, 
to his laft moment, cherifhed the idea that he Ihould not fufier ;. and* 
confequently could have been ill prepared for the change that he was; 
about to experience. 


Independent 
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Independent of the conOderation that this man had long been a 
proper obje^ of fevere puniihment, to have pardoned him (even 
on any condition) would only have tended to ftrengtben the fuppo- 
lition that the Lieutenant-Governor had not the power of life and 
death ; and many daring burglaries and other enormities would have 
followed. 

On the 7th, the peaft which had been ferved to the civil and mi- 
litary, and the gram ferved to the convida, were withdrawn, and an 
equal quantity of wheat fupplied in their Head. 

On Monday the 9th, the laft pound of flour was ferved out. This 
total deprivation of fo valuable, fo eflential an article in the food of 
man, happened, fortunately, at a feafon when its place could in fome 
meafure be fupplied immediately, the harveft having been all fafely 
got in at Toongabbe in the beginning of the month ; about the middle 
of it eight hundred bufhels were thrcflied out j and on Monday the 
1 6th the civil and military received each feven pounds of wheat 
coarfely ground from the mill at Parramatta. This mill, from the 
brittlenefs of the timber with which it was conftruded, was found to 
be unequal to the confumption of the fettlcments. The cogs fre- 
quently broke, and hence it was not of any great utility. To remedy 
this inconvenience, a convidt blackfmith undertook to produce one 
iron hand-mill each week, for which he was to be paid at the rate of 
two guineas ; and by this means feveral mills were diftributed in the 
fettlements. 

The fait meat being the next article which threatened a fpeedy ex- 
penditure, on the 8th one pound was taken from the weekly allow- 
ance of beef ; and but a fmall quantity of Indian corn remaining in 
ftorc, the male convids received eight pounds of new wheat, whole ; 
and only three pounds of Indian corn, or paddy, were ferved. 

The pallioa for liquor was fo predominant among the people, that 
it operated like a mania, there being nothing which they would not 
lilk to obtain it : and while fpirits were to be had, thofe who did 
any extra labour refufed to be paid in money, or any ether article 

uuz than 
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than fpirits, which were novr-y from their fcarcity, fold at fix fifilUngs 
per bottle. A fettler erf the name of Webh, having procured a finall 
ftill from England, found it more advantageous to draw an ardent, 
diabolical fpirit from his wheat, than to fend it to the ftore and receive 
ten fliillings per buftcl from the Commiffary. From one bufhel of 
wheat he obtained nearly five quarts of fpirit, which he fold, or paid 
in exchange for labour, at five and fix (hillings per quart. 

M‘Donald, a fettler at the Field of Mars, made a different and a better 
life of the produce of bis farm. Having a mill, he ground and dreffed 
his wheat, and fold it to a baker at Sydney at fourpence per pound, 
procuring forty- four iiounds of good flour from a bufhel of wheat, 
which was taken at fifty-nine pounds. This perfon alfo killed a 
wether fliecp (the produce of what had been given to him by Go- 
vernor Phillip), and fold it at two (hillings per pound, each quarter 
weighing about fifteen pounds. 

The town of Sydney had this year increafed confiderably j not 
fewer than cne hundred and fixty huts, befide five barracks, having 
been added fince the departure of Governor Phillip. Some of thefe 
were large, and to each of them upwards of fourteen hundred bricks 
were allowed for a chimney and floor. Thefe huts extended fo as 
nearly to unite that diftri^t with the town. 

About the latter end of the month a large party of the natives at- 
tacked fome fettlers who were returning from Parramatta to Toongabbe, 
and took from them all the provifions which they had jud received 
from the ftore. By flying immediately into the woods, they eluded 
all purfuit and fearch. They were of the hunter’s or woodman’s tribe, 
people who feldom came Sihong the Englilh, and who confequently 
were littje known. 

The natives who lived about Sydney appeared to place the utmoft 
confidence in its inhabitants, choofing a clear fpot between the tdwn 
and the brick-field f6r the performance of any of their rites atrd dere- 
moni'es ; and for three evehings the town had been amufed with one 
of their fpedacles, which might properly have been denominated a 

tragedy, 
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tmgcdy, for it was attended with a great effjfion of blood. It ap- 
peared from the bed: account that could be procured, that orte or more 
minders having been committed in the night, the adalHus, who were 
immediately known, were compelled, according to the cuftom of the 
country, to meet the relations of the deceafed, who were to avenge 
their deaths by throwing fpears, and drawing blood for blood. One 
native of the tribe of Cammerray, a very fine fellow, named Carradah, 
who had ftabbed another in the night, but not mortally, was obliged 
to fiantl for two evenings expofed to the fpears not only of the man 
whom he had wounded, but of fcveral other natives. He was fuf- 
fered, indeed, to cover himfclf with a bark Ihield, and he beltavcd 
with the greatelt courage and refolution. Whether his principal ad- 
verfary (the wounded man) found that he pofTefied too much defen- 
five fkill to admit of his wounding him, or whether it was a nccef- 
fary part of his punilhment, was not known with any certainty ; but 
on the fecond day that Carradah had been oppofed to him and 
his party, after having received feveral of their fpears on his fhield, 
■unthout fuftaining any injury, he fuffered the other to pin his left arm 
(below the elbow) to his fide, without making any refiftance ; pre- 
vented, perhaps, by the uplifted fpears of the other natives, who could 
cafily have deftroyed him, by throwing at him in different diredlion*. 
Carradah flood, for fome time after this, defending himfclf, although 
wounded in the arm which held the fhield, until his adverfaries had 
not a whole fpear left, and had retired to collefl the fragments and 
piece them together. On his fitting down, his left hand appeared to 
be very much convulfed, and the principal furgeon of the fettlement 
was of opinion that the fpear had pierced one of the nerves. The 
bufinefs was refumed when they had repaired their weapons, and the 
fray appeared to be general, men, women,' and children mingling in 
it, giving and receiving many fevere wounds, before night put an end 
to their warfare. 

What rendered this fort of conteft as unaccountable as it was ex- 
traordinary was, that friendfhip and alliance were known to fubfift 

between 
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between feveral that were oppofed to each other, who fought with all 
the ardour of the hittereft enemies, and who, though wounded, de- 
clared the party by whom they had been hurt to be good and brave, 
and their friends. 

PofTeiling by nature a good habit of body, the combatants very 
foon recovered of their wounds ; and it was underftood, that Carradah 
had not entirely expiated his offence, having yet another trial to un- 
dergo from Tome natives who had been prevented by abfence from 
joining in the ceremonies of thefe evenings. 

Among the convenicncies that were now enjoyed in the colony, 
muft be mentioned the introduction of palfage-boats, which, for the 
benefit of fettlers and others, were allowed to go between Sydney and 
Parramatta. They were the property of perfons who had ferved 
their refpedive terms of iranfportation ; and from each paffengcr one 
ihilling was required for his paffage ; luggage was paid for at the 
rate of one (hilling per cwt. ; and the entire boat could be hired by 
one perfon for fix (hillings. This was a great accommodation to the 
defcription of people whom it was calculated to ferve ; and the pro- 
prietors of the boats found it very profitable to themfelves. 

The boat-builders and fiiipwrights found occupation enough for 
their leifure hours, in building boats for thofe who could afford to pay 
them for their labour. Five and fix gallons of fpirits was the price ; 
but many of them were badly put together, and threatened deflrudlion 
to whoever might unfortunately be caught in them with a fail up in 
blowing weather. 

On the 24th of the month ten grants of land received the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor’s fignature. Five allotments of twenty-five acres 
each, and one of thirty, were given to fix non-commiffioned officers of 
the New South Wales corps, who had choftn an eligible fituation nearly 
mid-way between Sydney and Parramatta ; and who, in conjundion 
W’ith four other fsttlers, occupied a dIftriA to be difiinguiihed in future 
by the name of Concord. Thefe allotments extended inland from the 
water’s fide, within two miles of the diftrifl named Liberty Plains. 

The 
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The fettlera at the latter place appeared to have very unprodudkive 
crops, having fown their wheat late. They were, indeed, of opinion, 
that they had made a hafty and' bad choice of fituation- j but this was 
nothing more than the language of difappointment, as little judgment 
could be formed of what any foil in that country would produce until 
it had been properly worked, drefied, cleanfed’, and purged of the four 
quality that wa» naturally inherent in it, which it derived from the 
droppings of wet from the leaves of gum and other trees, and which 
were known to be of an acrid deftru&ive nature^ 

Another barrack for officers had been got up' in the courfe of the 
month ; but, for want of tiles, was only partly covered in. The great 
want of tiles that was occaSonally felt, proceeded from- there being 
only one perfon- in the place who was capable of moiikliBg them^ and 
he could never hum more than thirty thoufand ia (i^ weeks, being 
obliged to burn a krge quantity of bricks in the fame kilaa.. It re- 
quired near fixty>nine thoufand bricks to complete the building of one 
barrack, and twenty-one thoufand tiles to cover it The number 
of tiles rendered ufelefs by carriage, and deftroyed in the kilns, was 
eftimated at about three thoufand in each lain,, and fifteen thouland 
were generally burnt ofiT at a tunev 

To furmdi bncks for thefe barracks, and ether buildings^ three 
gangs were confiantly at work, finding employment for three overfeert 
and about eighty convifis. 

To convey theie materials from the brickfield to the barrack- 
ground, a difiance of about three quarters of a imle, three brick-carts 
were employed, each drawn by twelve men, under the diredion of 
one overfeer^ Seven hundred tiles, or three hundred and fifty bricks, 
were brought by each cart, and every cart in the day brought either 
five loads of bricks, or four of tiles. To bring in the limber neceflary 
for thefe and other buildings, four timber-carriages were employed, 
each being drawn by twenty-four men. In addition to- thefe, tO' each 
carriage were annexed two falters, and one overfeer, making a total 
of two hundred and twentjr-eight men, who muft be employed in 

4 "^*"7 
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any fuch heavy labour as the buildinp; of a barrack or a ftorehoufc, 
exdufive of the fawyers,' carpenters, fmiths, painters, glaziers, and 
ftone-mafons, without whofe labour they could not be completed. 

The expence of vidualling and clothing thefe people (both their 
provilions and the materials for making their clothes being augmented 
above their prime coft, by freight, and by the coft of what might be 
damaged and ufelefs) mull be fuppofed to be confiderable ; and mull 
bo taken into account, together with the coft of tools and of fuch ma- 
terials as were not to be procured in the country, when calculating the 
expellees of theptiblic works creeled in that colony. 

There died between the ift of January and the 31ft of December, 
both- inclufive, tv.’o fettlers, feven foldiers, feventy-eight male and 
twenty- fix female convi£ls, and twenty-nine children. One male 
coaviift was executed ; fix were loft in the woods j one was found 
dead ' in thb woods ; one killed by the fall of a tree, and two were 
killed by' lightning ; making a decreafe by death and accidents of one 
hundred and fifty-three perfons. To this decreafe may be added, four 
male convicts, who had found means to efcape from the colony on 
heard dfifome of ^he fliips which had' been there. 

The following were the prices of grain, live and dead ftock, gro- 
egfyi Qdritsv'&c. 'aS' they were fold or valued at Sydney, between 
which ahd Parramatta there was but a trifling dil^rence. 


grain, 

^h^at jpjef for cafti, los. 

pittoh^jpaymeotfof labour, 14s, 
Maifie P^r bulhel, for cafti^ 7s. 
pU^o, .UQ. payment for labour, 
12a. 0d. 

Ca^d corn, 58. . 
ipQ^iih flour per pound, 6d> 
Flour of the country, for calb,3d# 
Pitt%,4pl^bQur, 4d* 


VEGETABLES. 

Potatoes per cwt, los.' 

Ditto per pound, lid. 

LIVE and dead stock. 
Ewes (Cape) from 61 . to 81 . Bs. 
Wethers (Capejfrom 4I. to 5I. losi 
She goats, full grown, 81 . 8s. 

Ditto, half grown, 4I.. 4a. 

Male goat, full grown, 2I. 
Breedaug fow8> from .3I. tp 61 . 

Sucking 
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Sucking pigs, 6s. 

A full-grown hog, from 3I. to 
3I. I os. 

Turkeys, per couple, 2I. as. 
Ducks, per couple, los. 

Laying hens, each 5s. 

A full-grown cock, 4s. 
Half-grown fowls, as. 

Chickens (lx weeks old, per cou- 
ple, as. 

Frefh pork, per pound, 96. 
Mutton, per pound, from as. to 


Butter, from as. per pound to as. 
6d. 

Cheefe, from as. per pound to as. 
6d. 

Soap, per pound, from as. to 3s. 
Tobacco, per pound, from is. to 
18 . 6d. 

Lamp oil, made from lhark’s liver, 
per gallon, 43. 

WINE, SPIRITS, — PORTER. 

Jamaica rum, per gallon, from il. 
to il. 8s. 


as. 6d. 

Kangooroo, per pound, 4d. 
Salt pork, per pound, 9d. 

Salt beef, per pound, 6d. 

GROCERIES. 

Tea, green, from las. to 16s. 
Tea, black, from los. to 12s. 
Loaf fugar, per pound, as. 6d. 
Fine moift ditto, as. 

Coarfe moift ditto, is. 6d. 


Rum (American), from i6s. per 
gallon to il. 

Coniac brandy, per gallon, from 
1 6s. to il. 4s. 

Cape brandy, per gallon, from 1 6s. 
to il. 

Cherry brandy, per dozen, 3I. i as. 
Wine (Cape Madeira) per gall, i as. 
Porter, per gallon, from 4s. to 
6s. 


The high prices of wine, fpirits, and porter, proceeded not only 
from their fcarcity, but from the great avidity with which they were 
procured by the generality of the people in thefe fettlements, with 
wliom money was of fo little value, that the purchafer had been often 
known (inftead of afking) to name himfelf a price for the article that 
he wanted, fixing it at as high again as would otherwife have been 
required of him. 

The live ftock in the country belonging to individuals was confined 
to three or four perfons, who kept up the price in order to create an 
intereft in the prefervation of it. An Englifti cow, in calf, was fold 
by one officer to another for eighty pounds ; and the calf, which 

1 1 proved 
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proved a male, was fold for fifteen pounds. A mare, although aged 
and defcdive, had been fold for forty pounds. It muft be remarked, 
however, that in thefe fales (lock itfelf was generally the currency of 
the country, one kind of animals being commonly exchanged for 
another. 

Labour was alfo proportionally high : where money was paid, it 
was taken at the reputed value ; but where articles were given in lieu 
of labour, they were charged according to the prices dated. 

The maders of merchantmen, who generally made it their bufinefs, 
immediately on their arrival, to iearn the prices of commodities in the 
colony, finding them fo extravagantly high as before related, thought 
it not their concern to reduce them to any thing like a fair equitable 
value j but, by alking themfelves what mud be confidered a high 
price, after every proper allowance for ri(k, infurance, and lofs, kept 
up the extravagant nominal value which every thing bore in the 
colony. 

A report that had been fpread fome months before, of a watchman 
belonging to the townfliip of Parramatta having been murdered, never 
having been confirmed, either by finding the body among the dalks 
of Indian corn, as was expelled, or by any one fubfequent circum- 
dance, it was hoped that the dory had been fabricated, and that mur- 
der was a crime tvhich had not hitherto dained the annals of the 
colony. In proportion, indeed, as the numbers increafed, and the in- 
habitants began to pofTefs thofe comforts or necelTaries which might 
prove temptations to the idle and the vicious, that high and horrid 
offence muft, in common with others of the fame tendency, be expelled 
to exift ; but at that moment all thought their perfons fecure, though 
their property was frequently invaded. On the 5th of January 
1794, however, an elderly convid^, employed to go out with the cattle 
at Parramatta, was mod barbaroufly murdered. The cattle, having loft 
their conductor, remained that night in the woods ; and when they 
were found, the abfence of their keeper excited an apprehenfion that 
fome accident had befallen him. His body was not difeovered, how- 
ever, 
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ever, until the Wednefday following ; when, by the fnorting and great 
unealinefs of the cattle, which had been driven out for the purpofc, 
it was perceived lying in a hollow or ravine, into which it had been 
thrown by thofe mercilefs wretches who had butchered him, covered 
with logs, boughs, and grafs. Some native dogs, led by the feent of 
human blood, had found it, and by gnawing off both the hands, and 
the entire flefli from one arm, had added confiderably to the horrid 
fpcdlaclc which the body exhibited. 

This unfortunate man had imprudently boaded of being worth 
a good deal of money, and that he always carried it with him fewed 
up in fome part of his clothes, to guard againd lofing it. If this was 
true, what he carried with him certainly proved his dedrudion ; if 
not, the catadrophe mud be attributed to his indifcrcet declarations. 
By the various wounds which he had received, it appeared tliat he 
mud have well defended himfelf, and could not have parted with his 
life until overpowered by numbers ; for, though advanced in years, he 
was a dout mufcular man ; and it was from this circumdance con- 
cluded, that more than one perfon was concerned in the murder of 
him. To difeover, if pofllble, the perpetrators of this atrocious offence, 
one or two men of bad characters were taken up and examined, as 
well as all the people employed about the dock-yard : but nothing 
appeared that tended to fix it upon any one of them j and, defiraWe 
as it was that they diould be brought to that punilhment w'hich fooner 
or later awaited them, it was feared that until fome riot or difagree- 
ment among themfelves flrould occur, no clue would be furnilhed 
that could lead to their detedion. In tracing the motives that could 
lead to this murder, the pernicious vice of gaming prefented itfelf as 
the fird and grand caufe. To fgch excefs was this purfuit carried 
among the convids, that fome had been known, after lofing pro- 
vifions, money, and all their fpare clothing, to have daked and lod 
the very clothes on their wretched backs, danding in the midd of 
their affociates as naked, and as indifferent about it, as the unconfeious 
natives of the country which tfiefe gamblers difgraced. Money was, 

1 1 a however. 
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however, the principal obje£t with thefe people j for with money they 
could purchafe fpirits, or whatever elfe their paflions made them 
covet, and the colony could furnifli. They had been feen to play at 
their favourite games, cribbage and all-fours, for fix, eight, and ten 
dollars each game ; and thofe who were not expert at thefe, inftead of 
pence, tofied up for dollars. Their meetings were fcenes of quar- 
relling, fwearing, and every profanenefs that might be expeded from 
the diflblute manners of thofe who compofed them ; and to this im- 
proper praftice muft undoubtedly be attributed moft of the vices that 
exifted in the colony, as pilferings, garden-robberies, burglaries, pro- 
fanation of the fabbath, and murder. 

About the middle of the month, one fmall cow and a Bengal ftecr 
(both private property) were killed, and ilTued to the non-commif- 
fioned officers and privates of two companies of the New South Wales 
corps. This was but the third time that frefli beef had been tailed by 
the colonifts of that country ; once, it may be remembered, in the 
year 1788, and a fecond time when the Lieutenant-Governor and the 
officers of the fettlement were entertained by the Spanilh captains. At 
that time, however, had they not been informed that they were eating 
beef, they would never have difeovered it by the flavour; and it certainly 
happened to more than one Englilhman that day, to eat his favourite 
viand without recognifing the talle. The Spanilh mode of roalling 
beef or mutton was, firll to boil and then to brown the joint before 
the fire. 

The beef that was killed was fold to the foldiers at eighteen-pence 
per pound. The two animals together weighed three hundred and 
I’cventy-two pounds. 

Accounts were received at Sydney of an uncommon llorm of wind, 
accompanied with rain, which had occurred at Parramatta. In its 
violence it bordered on a hurricane, running in a vein, and in a di- 
re^ion from the eaft to weft. The welUend of the Governor’s hut 
was injured, the paling round fome farms which lay in its paflage 
were levelled, and a great deal of Indian corn was much damaged. 

I It 
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It was not, however, felt at Sydney, nor, fortunately, at Toongabbc ; 
and was of fliort duration j but the rain was reprefented as having 
been very heavy. The climate was well known to be fubje£t to 
fudden gufts of wind and changes of weather ; but nothing of this 
violence had been before experienced. 

It was found that the fettlers, notwithftanding the plentiful crops 
which in general they might be faid to have gathered, gave no afllft- 
ance to Government by fending any into ftore. They appeared to 
be moft feduloufly endeavouring to get rid of their grain in any way 
that they could ; fome by brewing and diftilling it ; fome by baking 
it into bread, and indulging their own propenfities in eating ; others 
by paying debts contraded by gaming. Even the farms themfelves 
were pledged and loft in this way ; thofe very farms which un- 
doubtedly were capable of furniftiing them with an honeft comfort- 
able maintenance for life. 

It was pretty well afcertained, that their crops had yielded at the 
leaft feven thoufand bufhels of wheat. Of the different diftrids, that 
of Profped Hill proved to be the moft produdive j fome grounds 
there returned thirty bufhels of wheat for one. Next to the diftrid 
of Profped Hill, the Northern Boundary farms were the beft j but 
many of the fettlers at the other diftrids afcribed their mifcarriage 
more to the late periods at which their grounds were fown, than to 
any poverty of the foil. 

The grounds in cultivation on account of Government, which had 
been fown with wheat, (three hundred and fixty acres,) was found to 
have produced about the fame quantity as that raifed by the fettlers. 
Through the want of flour, the confumption of this article was very 
great ; and toward the latter end of the month half of the whole pro- 
duce of the laft feafon (referving twelve hundred bufhels for feed) had 
been ilTued. This afforded but a gloomy profped ; for it was much 
feared, that unlefs fupplies arrived in time, the Indian corn would not 
be ripe foon enough to fave the feed wheat. 


On 
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On the 25th, the grain from Bengal being expended, and no more 
Indian corn of the laft year’s growth remaining that could be faved, 
the public were informed, that from that time no other grain than 
wheat could be iflued ; and accordingly on that day the male convids 
received for their week’s fubfiftence three pounds of pork and eight 
pounds of wheat ; and one pdund more of wheat was iflued to the 
civil and military. 

in this unprovided ftatc of the fettlement, the return of Mr. Bamp- 
ton with his promifed cargo began to be anxioufly expefted. The 
completion of the Britannia’s voyage was alfo looked forward to, as a 
defirable event, though to be expelled at a fomewhat later period ; 
and every fliower of rain, as it tended to the benefit of the Indian 
corn then growing, was received as a fort of prefage that at leaft; the 
feed-wheat, the hopes of the next fcafon, would be fafe. 

Another divifion of fettlers was added to the lift of thofe already 
eftablifhed. Williams and Rufe, having got rid of the money which 
they had refpedively received for their farms, were permitted, with 
fome others, to open ground on the banks of the Hawkefbury, be- 
ginning with much fpirit, and forming to themfelves very fanguine 
hopes of fuccefs. At the end of the month they had cleared fevcral 
acres, and were in fome forwardnefs with a few huts. The natives 
had not given them any interruption. Thofe people, however, had 
not been fo quiet in the neighbourhood of Parramatta, between which 
fettlement and Profpedl Hill fome fettlers had been attacked by a parly 
of armed natives, and ftripped of their provifions. Thefe favages 
were very defirous of poflTefling the clothing and provifions of the in- 
habitants ; and it was noticed, that as the corn ripened, they con- 
ftantly drew together round the fettlers’ farms, and round the public 
grounds, for the purpofe of committing depredations. 

On the 1 2th of February the Francis returned from Norfolk Ifland. 
By her the Lieutenant-Governor Hated that his crops had been 
abundant, and plenty was reigning among all deferiptions of people in 

the 
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the ifland. His wheat was cut, the firft of it on the 25th of November, 
and the harveft was well got in by Chriftmas-day. About two thou- 
fand bulhels were the calculated produce of this crop, which would 
have been greater but for the want of rain. Of the maize, the firft 
crop (having always two) was gathering while the fthooncr was there;, 
and, notwithftanding the drought, turned out well ; from one acre and 
a quarter of ground, one hundred and fix bufliels had been gathered r 
but it was pretty generally eftablilhed on the ifland, that thirty-fix 
bufliels of maize might be taken as the average produce of an acre of 

The fuperior fertility of the foil at Norfolk Ifland to that of New 
South Wales had never been doubted. The following, account of the 
laft year’s crop was tranfmitted by Lieutenant Governor King.: 

From November 1792 to November 1793 the crop of maize 
amounted to - - 3^47 bufliels. 

Wlieat - - - 1302 ditto. 

Calavances - - 50 ditto. 

Purchafed in the above time from fettlers and others, at five {Hillings 
per bufliel, - - 3600 bufhels. 

Referved by them for feed 3000 ditto of maize. 

300 ditto of wheat. 

300 ditto of calavances, and' 

50 tons of potatoes. 

Which, together with three hundred and five bufhels of maize brought 
from thence with the detachment of the New South Wales corps at the 
relief in March, made a total of i o, 1 53 bufhels of maize, 

1602 ditto wheat, 

330 ditto calavances, 

50 tons potatoes,. 

raifed on Norfolk Ifland in one twelVe-montb, on about two hundred 
and fifty-fix acres of ground. 

Of this crop, and of what had been purchafed', there remained in 
the public ftores» when the fchooner left the ifland, forty* three weeks’ 

maize 
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maize and wheat; in addition to which, the Lieutenant-Governor 
fuppofed that he fliould have that feafon, after referving five hundred 
bufliels for feed, fufficient of that article for the confumption of fix 
hundred and ninety-nine perfons*, the whole number of people 
vidualled there from the ftores, for fourteen weeks, at the rate of ten 
pounds per man per week ; and fifty-eight weeks* maize, at twelve 
pounds per week. He had befides, at the eflabliihed ration, twelve 
weeks* beef, twenty-nine weeks* pork, five weeks* molaffes, and thirty 
weeks* oil and fugar. The whole forming an abundance that feemed 
to place the evil hour of want and diftrefs at too great a diftance to 
excite much alarm or apprehenfion of its occurring there. 

The fettlement had been fo healthy, that no lofs by death had hap- 
pened fince their laft account ; and when the fchooner failed very few 
were fick. Only fixty-three perfons had died in the laft two years 
and fixty-three days ; in which time ninety-five children had been 
born f. Every defcription of ftock, except fome t^ape iheep which 
did not breed, was equally healthy as the inhabitants, and were in- 
creafing faft. 

The two natives of New Zealand, who had been fent to Mr. King, 
having completed the purpofe for which they had been fent (by giving 
fuch inftrudion in the procefs of preparing the flax-plant, that even 
with v.ery bad materials a few hands could manufadure thirty yards 
of good canvas in a week), and having manifefted much anxiety, on 
the appearance of any fhip, to return to their friends and native 
country, though treated with every attention and kindnefs that could 
difpel their fears and conciliate their good opinion, Mr. King thought 
this a favourable opportunity of gratifying their wiflies (the Britannia 
having called at the ifland in her way to Bengal). That they might 


• The whole number in the fettlement amounted to one thoufand and eight perfons. 
f By the CommilTaiy’s books there were, on the aoth of February 1 794, two hundred and 
fifty-four children in the three fettlements at Port Jackfon. On the 30th of January, by Lieu- 
tenant-Governor King’s return, there were one hundred and forty- eight children at J^orfolk, 
making a total of four hundred and two. 


not 
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not experience on the voyage any interruption to the good treatment 
which they had hitherto met with, he determined to accompany them 
himfelf, and accordingly embarked on board the Britannia, with a 
guard from the New South Wales cordis, and failed for New Zealand 
on the 9th. Their paflage was fliort ; for on the fourth day the two 
natives were landed among fome of their friends, though not exadly 
at the diftridl in which their families and kindred refided (the Bay of 
Iflands) ; and Mr. King returned to Norfolk IHand on the i8th. 

Mr, King found himfelf compelled to fend by the Francis ten fol- 
diers, of the detachment of the New South Wales corps on duty there, 
under a charge of mutinous behaviour. A jealoufy which had grown 
up between the foldiers and free-men, fettlers and others, occafioned 
by fome ads of violence, and improper behaviour on either fide, 
broke out at a place in which the Lieutenant-Governor had permitted 
plays to be reprefented by the convids, as an innocent recreation after 
labour. Mr. King, who was prefent, having thought it neceflary to 
order one of the foldiers into confinement when the play was ended, 
the detachment repaired to their own comroan^ng-officcr, and de- 
manded the releafe of their comrade. On his declaring his inability 
to comply with fuch a requeft, they fignified a refolution to releafe 
him themfclves j upon which the officer remonftrated with them, and 
they difperfed. It did not appear that they made any attempts to re- 
leafe the prifoner ; but when the Lieutenant-Governor was made ac- 
quainted with the above circuihfiances, he convened all the officers in 
the fettlement, and laid before them what he had heard, together with 
an account of a determination among the foldiers, to releafe from the 
halberts any of their comrades who (hould be ordered to punifliment 
for any offence or injury done to a fettler ; all of which he had caufed 
to be authenticated upon oath. The refult of this meeting was, that 
the detachment Ihould be difarmed, and that the fettlers late of the 
marines, and fhip’s company, (hould be embodied and armed as a mi- 
litia. This refolution was accordingly put in execution, by fending 
the detachment from their quarters unarmed, upon different duties, 

K K while 
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while the new-raifed militia took poiTeflion of their arms. On their 
return, twenty were fele£ted as mutineers to be fent to Port Jackfon, 
the remainder returning to their duty immediately (but of that num- 
ber ten were, after a few days confinement, pardoned and liberated) ; 
and two days after Mr. King had reftored good order in the fettlc- 
ment the Francis appeared. By her he fent the ten prifoners, under 
the guard of an officer and as many foldiers as the veffel could con- 
veniently receive. 

A court of enquiry, compofed of the officers of the regiment at 
Sydney, was affembled on the arrival of the Francis, to examine into 
the complaint which had accompanied the foldiers ; when, after five 
days' deliberation, they reported, that the conduiSt of the foldiers, in 
difobeying the orders of their officers, was reprehenfible j but, on 
confidering. the provocations which had given birth to that difobe- 
dience, they recommended them to their commanding-officer’s cle- 
mency. 

On the 27th, the fchooner failed a fccond time for Norfolk Ifland, 
to convey officers and foldiers in lieu of ihofe who had been fent to 
Sydney, and without whom the detachment on duty there would 
have been too much weakened. 

The natives again became troublefome. Twice they had attacked, 
robbed, and beaten, fome of the fettlers’ wives, who were repaffing 
between their farms and Parramatta ; and great quantities of corn 
continued to be ftolen by them. One of thofc women was fo feverely 
wounded by a party, who robbed and ftripped her of part of her 
wearing apparel, that fhe lay for a long time dangeroufly ill at the 
hofpital. It vras faid that the people who committed this and other 
afts of violence and cruelty were occafional vifitors with others at 
Sydney. 

Notwithftanding the woods were infefted by thefe people, numbers 
of the male convifts, idle, and dreading labour as a greater evil than 
the rifk of being murdered, abfented from the new fettlements, and, 
after wandering about for a few days, got at length to Sydney, almoft 

^ naked. 
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naked, and fo nearly ftarved, that in moft cafes humanity interfered 
between them and the punifhment which they merited. They, in 
general, pleaded the infufficiency of their prefent ration to fupport a 
labouring man. At that period, it was true, the labouring convk^ 
was menaced with the probability of fuffering greater want than had 
ever been before experienced in the fcttlement. One fortnight more 
would fee the public ftores cleared of its laft ounce of provifionjr. 
But even this fituation, bad as it was, was ftill alleviated by the afllft- 
ance that the oflicers, fettlers, and others were able to afford to thofc 
whom they either retained in their fervice or occafionally hired for 
labour as they wanted them. Some who were off the ftore, and who 
well remembered their own diftreffes in the years 1789 and 1791, 
declared, that with a little induftry, and being allowed the indulgence 
of going out in a boat, they could even at that time have earned a 
better fubfiftcnce than if they were employed by Government and fed 
from a full ftore. Nothing was loft ; even the fhark was found to be 
a certain fupply ; the oil which was procured from its liver was fold 
at one (hilling the quart j and but very few houfes in the colony were 
fortunate enough to enjoy the pleafant light of a candle. 

The feed-wheat had as yet efcaped, and might remain untouched 
for a fortnight. To lofe that, would be to repel every advance which 
had been made toward fupporting themfelves, and to crufh every hope 
of independence. All that had been done in cultivation, every acre 
which was preparing for the enfuing crop, would long have remained 
a memorial of their diftrefs ; and where exifted the mind that could 
have returned to the labour of the field with that cheerful fpirit or 
energy which would have been neceffary to enfure future fuccefs ? 
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Chap. xiii. 

ALARMING STATE OF THE PROVISIONS.— THE WILLIAM ARRIVES WITH SOP- 
PLIBS FROM ENGLAND, AND THE ARTHUR FROM BENGAL. — THE AMOR 
PATRliE NATURAL TO MAN IN ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. — INFORMA- 
TION.— MR. HAMPTON.— CAPTAIN BLIOH.— ADMIRAL BARRINGTON 

TRANSPORT LOST. FULL RATION ISSUED. INGRATITUDE AND JUST 

punishment of THE SETTLERS.— GAMING.— HONESTY OF A NATIVE,— 
THE D.AOALUS ARRIVES.— INFORMATION. — FEMALE INCONSTANCY, AND 
m CONSEQUENCES.— NATIVE KILLED. — DISORDER IN THE EYES PREVA- 
LBNT.— THE WILLIAM SAILS. — CULTIVATION. — EXCURSION —A STORE- 
SHIP ARRIVES. — CAPTAIN BAMPTON. — FULL RATION. — THE BRITANNIA, 
SPEEDY, AND HALCYON ARRIVE.— PARTICULARS. — ACCOUNT OF STOCkI 
—THE HOPE ARRIVES. — THE FANNY ARRIVES FROM BOMBAY. — TWO CON- 
VICTS EXECUTED, — -EXCURSION TO THE WESTERN MOUNTAINS.— THF 

FRANCIS RETIJRNS. CORN BILLS NOT PAID. -THE RESOLUTION AND 

SALAMANDER ARRIVE. GALES OF WIND. NATIVES.— CON VICT EX- 
ECUTED.— A SETTLER MURDERED.— THE NATIVES —THE SURPRISE AR- 
RIVES.— DEATHS.— THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR LEAVES THE .SETTLE- 
MENT.— THE EXPERIMENT ARRIVES —CAPTAIN PATERSON ASSUMES THE 
COMMAND.— RATION.— DEATHS IN 1794* 

/ 

(^NE ferving of falt-meat alone remained in the provifion-ftore; 

and that was to be the food of only half a week. After that 
period the profped: was truly difcouraging ; for mere bread and 
water appeared to be the portion of by far the greater part of the iip- 
habitants of thefe unfortunate fcttlcments, — of that part too whofe 
bodily labour muft be called forth to reftore plenty, and attain fuch a 
(late of independence on the parent-country as would render delay or 
accident in the tranfport of fupplies a matter of much lefs moment to 
the colony than it had ever hitherto been confidered. 
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As at this time the Hock of fwlne in the pofleilion of individuals 
was rather conHderable, fome iaving of the fait provihons, it was 
thought, might be made by purcbaiing fufiicient to ifiue to the mi- 
litary. A quantity was therefore purchaied by the Commiffary, and 
ilTued in the proportion of four pounds and a half of frelh. meat in- 
ftead of three of fait. 

Both public and private (lock appeared to be threatened with de- 
llrudion. The Iheep and goats in the colony were not numbered far 
from one thoufand. The cows had increafed that fpectes of (lock by 
thirteen calves, which were produced in the lad year. The exaA 
number of hogs was not, nor could it well be, alcertained ; it mud, 
however, have been condderable, as every indudrious convi^ had 
been able to keep one or more breeding fows. All. this wore, indeed, 
the appearance of a refource ; yet what would it all have been (ad- 
mitting that an equal partition had been made) when didributed 
among upwards of three thoufand people ? But an equal partition of 
private dock, as mod of this was fuch, could not have been expelled. 
The oiHcers holding this dock in their own hands would certainly 
take care to keep it there, and from it would naturally fupply their 
own people. How far, in an hour of fuch didrefs, the convids would 
have fat quietly down on their return from labouring in the held to 
their fcanty portion of bread and water, and looked patiently on. while 
others were keeping want and hunger at a didance by the daily enjoy- 
ment of a comfortable meal of fredt viands ? was a quedion with 
many who thought of their fituation. 

Mod happily, however, for all deferiptions of people, they were not 
at this time to be piit to the trial ; for, on the 8th of March, at that 
critical niomeOt*when the doors of the providon^dore had clofed, and 
the convicts had received their lad allowance which remained, the 
fignal for a fail was made. A boat was fent down ; but on its return at 
night they were told that a (hip with Englilh colours dying had dood 
into the harbour ; but meeting with a heavy fquall of wind at fouth, 
in which (he fplit her fore-top-fail, was (ibmpelled again to put to fea. 

It 
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It was conjedured that fl\e was a ftrangcr ; for if any perfon on board 
her had had any knowledge of the harbour, flie might have run with 
much eafe from the middle>head into fafety in Spring Cove. The 
officer who went down unfortunately could not board her. 

At night the wind increased, with much rain, and morning was 
anxioufly looked for, to tell them where and who the ft ranger was. 
Nothing more, however, was known of her during that day, than 
that flie was to be feen from the fiag-ftaff ; whence in the evening 
word was brought up, over-land, that another veffel, a brig, was 
in fight. 

Anxiety and curiofity, now ftrained to the utmoft, were obliged to 
wait the paffing of another night j but about three o’clock on Monday 
the loth the wind and weather both changed ; and, to the inBnite fa- 
tisfadlion of the anxious expectants, the fliip William, from London, 
came to an anchor, and with her the Arthur, a fmall brig of about 
ninety-five tons, from Bengal. The William had failed from the 
river Thames on the firft of July; whence flie proceeded to Cork, 
where (he took on board a cargo of beef and pork for the colony*; 
but had not an ounce of flour. By her they learned, that Governor 
Phillip had reached England in fafety. The natives Bennillong and 
Yein-mer-ra-wan-nie were well, but not fufficiently divefted of the 
genuine natural love for liberty and their native country, to prefer 
London, with its pleafures and its abundance, to the woods of New 
South Wales. They requefted that their wives might be taught to 
exped their return in the courfe of that year. Had it been poffible to 
eradicate in any breaft that love for the place of our birth, or where 
we have lived and grown from infency to manhood, which is im- 
planted in us by the kind hand of nature, it furely wduld have been 
effected on two natives of New Holland, whofe country did not 
poflefs a Tingle charm in the eye even of a favage inhabitant of New 

•is 

* She had likewife on board a machine for dreffing flour ; a fmall quantity of iron ; two pair 
of inill.ftonei, and fome tools for {miths." 
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Zealand * ; but here was a proof that, in every breaft that fentiment 
is the fame ; and that a love for our native country is not the refult of 
her being the feat of arts and arms, the reHdence of worth, beauty, 
truth, juftice ; of all the virtues that adorn and dignify human nature, 
and all the pleafures and enjoyments that render life valuable ; but 
that it can be excited even in a land where wretchednefs, want, and 
ignorance have laid their iron hands on the inhabitants, and marked 
with mifery all their days and nights. 

In the William arrived an aflidant chaplain, to divide the religious 
duties of the colony with Mr, Johnfon. 

Had it been known on the evening of the 8th, when the report 
was received that the (hip had been blown out to fea, that Ihe contained 
fo valuable a cargo as four months’ beef and pork at the full ration, 
how would their anxiety have been increafed upon her account ! Had 
fhe, as the Juftinian had before, been blown off the coaft for three 
weeks, how deeply would diftrefs have been felt in thefe fettlements ! 

The brig from Bengal had on board a fmall quantity of beef and 
pork ; fome fugar, Bengal rum, and coarfe callicocs. 

To the great furprife and regret of every inhabitant of Port Jack- 
fon, no account, at the time of the brig leaving Calcutta, had been 
heard of Mr. Bampton’s arrival in any port in India. He had at his 
departure exprelTed a refolution of attempting a paflage between New 
Holland and Guinea, in the hope of being, if fuccefsful, the firft to 
eftablilh a fa£t that would be attended with fingular advantages to 
his Majefty’s fettlements in that part of the world. This intention 
increafed the alarm for his fafety ; as Captain Bligh, of the happy con- 
clufion of whofe fecond voyage for the bread-fruit they now heard, 
was particularly inftru£tcd to furvey the ftraits which feparate New 
Holland from New Guinea j and by the accounts of his voyage which 
reached them they found, that the two (hips. Providence and Affiftance, 


♦ The New Zealanders who were taken to Sydney expreffed^ both there and at Noifolk 
Ifland, the utmofl abhoirence of the country and its inhabitants. 


were 
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•war twenty days from their entrance into the ftrait to their finding 
themfelves again in an open fea. The navigation through this paflage 
was deferibed as the moft dangerous ever performed by any nvai- 
gator ; nor was this all the hazard that they ran ; for, from fome of the 
iflands, eight canoes formed the daring attempt of attacking the armed 
tender, and with their arrows killed one and woun,ded two of the fea- 
nten. Some o£ thefe canoes were fixty or feventy feet long, and in 
one of them were twenty-two perfons. 

This account excited many apprehenfions for Mr. Bampton's iafety. 
It was known that he had on board fome articles of merchandize, 
which he meant to difpofe of at Batavia j but by very late accounts re- 
ceived at Calcutta from that place, it appeared that he had not touched 
at that port. It was therefore more than probable, that both the Shah 
Hormuzear. and the Chefterfield had been wrecked on fome of the 
flioals with which .the ftrait abounded, and that their ofticers and 
people, taking to their long-boats, had fallen facrifices to the natives 
who had attacked the Aftiftance, by the guns of which many had 
been wounded in their attempt to carry that vefTel. 

To the difappointment which the colony fuftained from the failure 
of the contrad already mentioned^for cattle and provifions, which 
were to have been fupplied them by Mr. Bampton, was added the 
regret which every thinking being muft have felt on contemplating 
the calamitous moments which had, in all probability, brought de- 
ftrudion on fo many of their fellow-creatures. 

The mafter of the brig had met with captain Patrickfon, who had be- 
fore carried a cargo on fpeculation to Sydney, and bad actually loaded 
a ftxip with the intention of repeating his vifit, but was prevented by 
fome unaccountable apprehenfion that his venture would not be 
purchafed. 

The government of Bengal too had advertifed for terms to freight 
a veOel for that country with cattle and provifions ; but were diverted 
from the defign by the equipment of the armaments which it was ne- 
ceffary to enter into at that time. 


Thus 
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Thus had the infant colony of New South Wales ftill been 
doomed to be the fport of contingency, the jarring interefls of men 
co-operating with the dangers of the fea to throw obllacles in the 
way of that long-defired independence which would free the mother- 
country from a heavy refponfibility as well as expence, and would 
deliver the colonifts from the conftant apprehendon under which 
they laboured, of being one day left to feek their fubfiftence among 
the woods of the country, or along the fhores of its coaft. 

In confequence of thefe fortunate arrivals the full ration of fait 
meat was ordered ; and the deficiency on the laft ferving days was 
completed to the full allowance. The laft of the wheat was ferved 
on the 1 7th (a proper quantity being referved for feed) ; and on the 
next provifion-day ten pounds of Indian corn were fubftituted inftead 
of the allowance of wheat. Nothing but dire ncceflity could have 
induced the gathering and ifluing of this article in its unripened ftate, 
the whole of it being foft, full of juice, and wholly unfit to grind. 
Had the fettlers, with only a common fhare of honefty, returned the 
wheat which they had received from Government to fow their 
grounds the laft feafon, the reproach which they drew upon them- 
felves, by not ftepping forward at fuch a moment to affift Govern- 
ment, would not have been incurred ; but though, to an individual, 
they all knew the anxiety which every one felt for the prefervation 
of the feed-wheat, yet when applied to, and told (in addition to the 
fum of ten fliillings per buftiel) that any quantity which they might 
choofe to put into the ftore ftiould be brought from their farms with- 
out any expence of carriage to them, they all, or nearly all, pleaded 
an infufficiency to crop their own ground ; a plea that was well 
known to be made without a fhadow of truth. In confequence of 
this refufal, (for their excufes amounted to as much,) the Lieutenant- 
Gc^ernor direded all thofe fettlers whofe limited time for being 
victualled from the public ftores had expired, to be ftruck off the pro- 
vifion-lift : a very juft punilhment for their ingratitude; as every ac- 
commodation had conftantly been afforded them which was cou- 

L L fiftent 
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fiftent with the fituation of the colony. It was, however, now feen, 
that they were not the defeription of fettlers from whom, whatever 
indulgences they might receive. Government had any afliftauce to 
expedt ; their principal objedt was, to ferve their own immediate in- 
hered ; and, to ferve that, they could forget every claim which the 
public had upon them. 

A new mill, made by a convidl:, was completed and fet to work 
about the time, of the AA^illiam s arrival. At hrd it went rather 
heavily ; but in a few days, with the labour of nine men, it ground 
lixty-three pounds of wheat in feventeen minutes. 

A circumftance now occurred, which gave fome proof that the 
force of good example had been felt by one of the natives, a youth 
named Ca-ru-cy, who from long refidence in the colony had con- 
traded [bme of the diftindions between good and ill ; for, on per- 
ceiving fome convias gathering and fecreting Indian corn out of a 
garden, and knowing that ads of that nature were always puniOied, 
he inftantly gave an account of what he had feen, in time to fecure 
the oflFenders on the fpot, with the corn in their poffelTion. As he 
made no fecret of what he had done, it was apprehended that fome 
revenge might, if they were puniflied, be levelled at him on a fu- 
ture opportunity ; they were therefore pardoned ; but Ca-rii-ey was 
neverthelefs applauded and recompenced for his attention and honefty. 

On the third of April the Daedalus returned, with part of the ftores 
that Ihe bad on board at the time of her leaving Port Jackfon, Cap- 
tain Vancouver not having room for them in his fliip. The native 
who had accompanied Mr. Hanfon returned with him, and had con- 
duaed hirafelf with the greateft propriety during the voyage, readily 
complying with whatever was required of him. The king of Owhyhee 
earneftly wilhed to detain him on the ifland, making fplendid offers 
to Mr. Hanfon, of canoes, warlike inftruments, and other curiofnies, 
to purchafe him; but if Mr. Hanfon had been willing to have left 
him, Collins would not have coafcnted, bcing^ very anxious to return 
to New South Wales, 


He 
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He did not appear to have acquired much of the Englifli language 
during his excurlion ; but feemed to comprehend a great deal more 
than he could find words to exprefs. 

On his arrival at Sydney he found his wife, whom he had left in a 
ftate of pregnancy, in the pofleflion of another native, a very fine 
young fellow. The circumftance of his return, and the novelty of his 
appearance, being habited in the Englifh drefs, and very clean, drew 
many of his countrymen about him ; and among others his rival and 
his wife. The hufband and the gallant eyed each other with indig- 
nant fullennefs, while the poor wife (who had recently been delivered 
of a female child) appeared terrified, and as if Ihe knew not which to 
cling to as her protedor, but expedling that fhe fhould be the fufferer, 
whether afeertained to belong to her former or prefent mafter. A few 
days, however, determined the point : her travelled hufband fhivered 
a rpear with the lover, who was wounded in the contefi, and the wife 
became the prize of the vicior ; who, after thus afeertaining his right 
by arms, feemed indifferent about the reward ; and w« foon after 
feen traverfing the country in fearch of another wife. 

By the return of the Francis from Norfolk Ifland, LieutenanuGo- 
vernor King reported, that his fecond crop of Indian corn had been 
lb produdiive that he was enabled to make an offer of fending five 
tboufand bufhels of that article to Sydney, if required. 

Notwithftanding the ill fuccefs which had hitherto attended the en- 
deavours of the Iriflr convi<as ftationed at Toongabbe and Parramat a 
to find a way from thofe places to China, a few of them were again 
hardy enough to attempt effeSing their efcape, and getting thither, in 
a fmall boat which they took from a fettler. They had furnilhed 
theinfelves with fome provifions j but the wretchednefs of their boat 
muft have enfured to them the fame end which certainly befel Tar- 
wood and his companions, psttticularly as it blew a gal^ of wind the 
day fucceeding their departure j and, no account having been received 
of them from that day, the I2tb, to the end of the month, it was 
fuppofed that they had perifhed. ^ 

L L 2 From 
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From tlie fettlement on the banks of that river the bell reports con- 
tinued to be received from time to time ; every where the fettlers 
found a rich black mould of feveral feet depth ; and one man had in 
three months planted and dug a crop of potatoes. The natives, how- 
ever, had given them fuch interruption as induced a neceffity for firing 
upon them, by which, it was faid, one man was killed. 

At Toongabbe, where the Indian corn was growing, their vifits and 
their depredations were fo frequent and extenfive, that the watchmen 
were compelled to fire on them ; and one party, confiderable in num- 
ber, after having been driven off, returning dire£lly to the plunder, 
was purfued by the watchmen for feveral miles, when a contell en- 
fued, in which the natives were worfted, and three of them left dead 
upon the fpot. Tlic watchmen, apprehenfive left their ftory, like 
many of the fame nature which they had told, Ihould be doubted, 
brought in with them, as a teftimonial not to be difputed, the head of 
one of thofe whom they had flain. With this witnefs to fupport 
them, they Ipld many wonderful circumftances of the purfuit and 
fubfequent fight, which they ftated to have taken place at leaft 
fourteen miles from the fettlement, and to have been very defperately 
and obftinately fuftained on the part of the natives. It was remarked, 
however, that not one of the watchmen had received the fmalleft injury, 
a circumftance that threw a lhade over their ftory which led their 
hearers to believe that they had magnified their valour, and the hu- 
mane part of them to hope that they had at leaft trebled the deed of 
flaughtcr which they had a<Slually committed. Whatever might have 
been the truth, it was certain that a party of natives appeared the fol- 
lowing day about the corn-grounds, but conduifled themfelves with 
a great deal of caution, ftationing one of their party upon the ftump 
of a tree which commanded an extenfive view of the cultivated 
grounds, and retreating the inftant they perceived themfelves to be 
obferved; 

At Sydney a large party of ntuives affembled for the purpofe of 
burning the body of Carradah, the native mentioned in the tranf- 
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aftlons of ttie month of December, by the name of MIdjer Rool. He 
had been put to death while afleep in the night by fome people wlio 
were inimical to his tribe ; and the natives who witnelTed the per- 
formance of the laft rite aflured the inhabitants, that when the mur- 
derers {hould be dil'covercd feveral fevere contefls would enfue. It 
was at this time that the rencounter between Collins and Wyatt 
took place ; and lome other points of honour which remained un- 
fettlcd, were then determined, not without much bloodihed, though 
no one was killed. 

Near four hundred acres were in the courfe of April fown w'ith 
wheat on the public account, the price of wdiich article was at the 
time twenty fliillings a bufhel. The crops of Indian corn had in ge- 
neral turned out very produdive : fome on the light fandy foil yielded 
fifty bulhels of Ihelled corn per acre, and a patch of Caffre corn 
growing in the like foil, produced as much. This grain had been 
brought from the Cape of Good Hope, and was found to anfwcr well 
for fattening of ftock. No one having attempted to feparate the 
farinaceous part of the grain from the hulk, which was of an aftringent 
quality, no judgment had been formed of its utility as a flour ; but 
fome who had ground it and mixed the whole together into a pafte 
pronounced it to be equal to any preparation of oatmeal. 

The convict’s grinding machine, a walking mill on a larger con- 
ftruilion than that which had failed at Parramatta, w-as fet in motion j 
but it was found from the variety and number of the wheels, that, 
fomething was conftantly wrong about it. Finding, after a fair trial, 
that it was imperfeQ, it was relinquilhed, and one on a dllferent con- 
flru<aion, and made by a different perfon, was preferred. 

An inflammation of the eyes was generally prevalent among all dc- 
fbriptions of people at this time. It raged at firft among children ; 
but when it got into a houfe, fcarcely any perfon in it efcaped the 
complaint. It w^as accounted for by the variable weather which had 
prevjiilcd. 


The 
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The permlflion given to officers to hold lands had operated power- 
fully in favour of the colony, which was, in the opinion of moft 
people, now making rapid ftrides toward that independence fo long, 
and hitherto fo vainly, wiflied for. Thefe gentlemen were liberal in 
their employment of'people ; and fuch had been their exertions, that 
it appeared by a furvey taken in the laft month, that nine hundred 
and eighty-two acres had been cleared by them fince that permiflion 
had been received ; and it further appeared, that there had been 
cleared fmee Governor Phillip’s departure in December 1792, two 
thoufand nine hundred and fixty-two acres. It muft here be remem- 
bered, that the colony had been fnpplied with no other grain than 
that raifed within itfclf from the i6thday of December 1793- 

Some natives, who had obferved the increafing number of the 
fettlers on die).banks of the Hawkefbury, and had learned that they 
were folicltous to difeover other frefh-water rivers, for the purpofe of 
forming fettlements, aflured them, that at no very great diftance from 
Botany Bay, there was a river of freih water which ran into the 
fea. As this was thought not to be improbable, two men of the mi- 
litary, who were deemed of fuflicient judgment and difcrction for the 
purpofe, were fent out well armed and furnilhed with provifions for 
a week. They fet off from the fouth Ihore, and W'cre accompanied by 
a native, as a guide, who profeffed a knowledge of the country, and 
named the place where the frefli water would be found to run. 
Great expedations were formed of this excurfion, from the confidence 
with which the native repeatedly afferted the exiftcnce of a frefli water 
river. On the 20th, however, the party returned, with an account, 
that the native had very foon walked beyond his own knowledge of the 
country, and trufted to them to bring him fafe back ; that having 
penetrated about tw'enty miles to the fouthward of Botany Bay, they 
came to a large inlet of the fea, which formed a fmall harbour. The 
head of this they rounded, without difeovering any river of frefli 
water near it. The country they deferibed as high and rocky in the 
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OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


* 794.1 


163 


neighbourhftod ©f the harbour, which, on afterwards looking into the 
chart, was fuppofed to be fomewhere about Reed Point. The native 
returned with the foldiers, as cheerfully and as well pleafed as if he 
had conduced them to the banks of the firft river in the world. 

An excurfion of a different nature was at this time framing among 
fome difcontented Irifh convifts, and was on the point of being car- 
ried into execution when difcovered. Among thofe who had arrived 
in the laft fhips from Ireland, was a convldl who had been an attorney 
in that kingdom, and who was weak enough to form the hazardous 
fcheme, with feveral others, of feizing a long-boat, in which they 
were to endeavour to reach Batavia. A quantity of provifions, water- 
calks, fails, and other neceffary articles, were provided, and were 
found, at the time of making the difeovery, in the houfe of the prin- 
cipal. Thefe people had much greater reafon to rejoice at, than to 
regret, the difeovery of their plot ; for the wind, on the day fuc- 
ceeding the night in which they were to have gone off, blew a heavy 
gale ; and, as there were no profeffed feamen in the party, it was next 
to impoflible but that the boat muft be loft. The greateft evil that 
attended thefe defertions was the lofs of the boats which were taken 
off ; for the colony could not fuftain much injury by the abfence of a 
few wretches who were too idle to labour, and muft be conftantly 
whifpering their own difeontents among the other convids. 

On the 24th of May, the inhabitants of this hitherto ill-omencd 
country had the fatisfadion of feeing the Indifpenfable, a ftorc Ihip, 
anchor in the cove from England, with a cargo confifting principally 
of provifions for the colony. From her they underftood that flic was 
the firft of fix or feven Ihips which were all to bring out ftores and 
provifions, and which, if no accident happened in the paffage, might 
be expeded to arrive in the courfe of two months. The lupply of 
clothing and provifions intended to be conveyed by them, together 
with what had been received by the William, was calculated for the 
confumption of a twelvemonth. The quantity which had now 
arrived formed a fupply of flour for twelve weeks, beef for four ditto, 
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pork for four ditto, and of peafe for fourteen ditto. She had left Spit- 
bead on the 26th of December, touched at Teneriffe and at the Cape 
of Good Hope, where the matter had met with the Chetterfield, which 
had left Port Jackfon in April 1793 with the Shah Hormuzear; 
and one of her people, who had formerly been a convi£t at Sydney, 
wiflving to return to that countr)% they now collected from him fome 
information refpeding Mr. Bampton’s voyage. He told them, that 
the two fliips were fix months in their paffage to Timor, owing to 
the difficulty which they had met with in the navigation of the Straits 
between New Holland and New Guinea. On one of the iflands in 
thefc ftraits they loft a boat, which had been fent on (horc to trade 
with the natives. In this boat went, never to return, (according to 
this perfon’s account,) Captain Hill, of the New South Wales corps, 
who was a paffenger in the Shah Hormuzear ; Mr. Carter, a friend of 
Mr, Bampton’sj Shaw, the firft mate of the Chetterfield ; Afeot, wdio 
had been a- convidt, and two or three black people belonging to tlie 
Shah Hormuzear. It was conjectured that they were, immediately 
after landing, murdered by the natives, as the people of a boat that 
was fent on ftiore fome hours after to look for them found only the 
clothes which they had on when they left the (hip, and a lantern and 
tindcr-box which they had taken with them ; the clothes were torn 
into rags. At a fire they found three hands ; but they were fo black 
and disfigured by being burnt, that the people could not afeertain 
whether they had belonged to black or white men. If the account of 
this man might be credited, the end of thefe unfortunate gentlemen 
and their companions mutt have been truly horrid and deplorable ; it 
was certain, however, that the Ihip failed from the illand without 
them, and their fate was left in uncertainty, though every poffibic 
effort to difeover them was made by Mr. Bainpton. 

At Timor Mr. Bampton took in a very valuable freight of fandal- 
wood, with which he proceeded to Batavia ; and when the Chefter- 
field parted company, he hoped foon to return to Port Jackfon. 
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In confequence of the fupplies received by the Indiij^niable, the 
full ration of flour was direded to be iflTued, and the GcMmniiTary was 
ordered not to receive for the prefent any more Indian corn that 
might be brought to fale. 

The arrival of the Britannia on the firft of June gave general fatisfac- 
tion, as many doubts about her fafety had been created by fome ac- 
counts which the mailer of the Indifpenfable had heard at the Cape 
of Good Hope, of the Bay of Bengal being full of French privateers. 
They learned from Mr. Raven, that he had been forced to go to Ba- 
tavia inflead of Bengal, having been attacked in the Straits of Malacca 
by a fleet of piratical Proas, which engaged him for fix hours, and 
from whom he might have found fome difficulty to efcape, had he not 
fortunately killed the Captain of one of them when in the a£t of making 
preparations for boarding him. At Batavia he was informed, that his 
paflage to Bengal was, by the number of French privateers which in- 
fefled the Bay, rendered very precarious ; he therefore determined ta 
load the Britannia at Batavia, and, after fome neceflkry arrange- 
ments with the Governor-General and Council, purchafed. a carga 
confiding of beef, pork, fugar and rice. 

At Batavia Mr. Raven learned, that the Shah Hormuzear failed 
from thence for Bombay three months before he arrived there ; and 
the report given by the late convi^ of the difafter which befel the 
boat and people from that Ihip, in the paflage through the Straits be- 
tween New South Wales and New Guinea, was confirmed at Batavia. 
As, however, Mr. Bampton had not fince been heard of, it feemed more 
than probable that he had fallen a prize to fome of the privateers 
which were to be met with in thofe feas. 

On the 8th, the Speedy, a fiorelhip commanded by Mr. Melville^ 
arrived with flores and provifions from England : and on the 14th, 
the Halcyon, a Ihip from Rhode lllaud, loaded on fpeculation with 
provifions and fpirits, anchored in the Cove. 

Mr. Page, the mafter, had made his paflage* from Rhode Ifland in 
one hundred and fifteen days, and without touching^ at any port. This 
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spentlernan, who had before fpeculated in that country, had in his re- 
turn from thence flopped at the Ifland of Tinian, which place he now 
'reprefented as well calculated to furni'fti a freight of cattle for the 
colony. Of the conduit of feveral conviits whom he had taken home 
with him he gave no favourable account, nor any hope that they were 
reformed by having paid the penalty of their former crimes. 

Captain Page at firft thought he had come to a bad market with his 
provifions at leaft ; for the day was at lafl arrived when the colonifts 
found themfelves enabled to fay that they were not in want of any 
cafual fupplies ; but by the -end of the mouth he declared himfelf fa- 
tished with the voyage that he had made. 

It may fafely be pronounced, that die colony had never before 
worn fo favourable an appearance as at this period : the public (lores 
filled with wbolefome provifions ; five (hips on the feas with additional 
fupplies j and wheat enough in the ground to promife the realizing 
of many a golden dream ; a rapidly increafing ftocic ; a country gra- 
dually opening, and improving every where upon the beholders as It 
opened ; with a fpirit univerfally prevalent of cultivating it. 

The (hips which had lately arrived from England were fraught 
with the difmal and ill-founded accounts, which, through fome evil 
defign, continued to he infidioufly propagated, of the wretched un- 
profitable foil of New South Wales. It was hoped, however, that 
when the prefent appearance and ftate of the colony fhould reach 
England, every attempt to miflead the public would ceafe, and fuch 
encouragement be held out as would induce individuals to fettle in 
the country. 

In the Halcyon had arrived an American gentleman (Mr. W. 
Megee) in charafter of fupercargo. This perfon, on feeing the Toon- 
gabbe hills covered with a moll promifing crop of wheat, declared that 
he had never feen better in America, even at Rhode Ifland, the garden 
of that part of the world ; and, on being (hewn fome Indian corn 
of the laft year’s growth, gave it as his opinion, that they wanted 
nothing^ but large herds of grazing cattle, to be a thriving, profperous, 
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and great colony, polTeffing within itfelf all the eilentlal articles of 
life. 

Every polTible care continued to be taken of the grazing cattle ; by 
an account of which, taken at the clofe of June, the following appeared 
to have been their numbers, including public and private property : 


Mares > . ..r li: 

Stallions . ^ g 

Male alTes ... 

Female ditto - - 2 

Bulls .... ij 

Cows - - - 25 

Ewes *- - - 316 

Rams and wethers - 210 ^ 

Female goats - - 352. 

Male ditto - - - 170 


and of hogs there were fuppofed to be feveral hundred.. 

In addition to feveral moft daring burglaries, a highway robbery 
had been committed in the courfe of the month. This was a fpecies 
of depravity hitherto unknown in that country ; and might, perhaps, 
be deemed one ftep toward refinement, as being at leaft a more manly 
mode of taking property, than that which the pilfering dark-loving . 
knaves adopted. The prefent, like the meaner adls of. villany, 
had -its fource in the fame vice, namely gaming,, which was ftill pur- 
fued with the utmoil avidity and the moft dexterous management ; 
infogauch that they almoft cohftantly defeated the peace-oflScers. 

Among the few who had died in June was a convid of the name 
of Gillies. His death took place on the morning of the Speedy’s 
arrival from England ; by which fhip a letter was received addrelTed 
to him,admonifhlng him of the uncertainty of life, recommending him 
early to begia to think of the end of it, and, acquainting him with the 
death of his wife, a child, and two other near relations. He had^ 
ceafed to breathe a few moments before this diftiefsfur intelligence 
would otherwife have reached him. ^ \ 
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"On the jth of July another American (hip from Rhode Iflahd was 
announced, haying on board a cargo of failed provifions and fpirits, 
on fpeculation. The matter of tliis vcflel was uncle to the matter of 
the Halcyon j and, being at enmity with hiitt, the former had deter- 
mined after his departure' to prbOede him in his arrival at Port Jack- 
fon j which the Hope being to touch at the Falkland Iflands enabled 
him to do with all the fuccefs that he could have wiihed, the market 
being too well fupplied to admit of any purchafers of his venture, 
except for his fpirits^ and this article Was fold at half the price which 
had been given to his relation. 

On the 8th the Indifpenfable and Halcyon failed on their refpedlive 
voyages, the former for Bengal, and the latter for Canton. By the 
latter fome difpatches were fent, to be forwarded by the way of China 
to his Majetty’s Secretary of State for the home department. On the 
day following the departure of thofe Ihips, the Fancy fnow arrived 
from Bombay, having on board a finall quantity of rice and dholl, 
intended as a part of the contra^- entered into by Captain Hampton, 
■who, they now learned, had arrived fafely at Bombay, after a long 
pattage of feven months. Mr. Dell, the matter of this vettel, had 
been Mr. Bampton*s chief mate in the Shah Hormuzear, and from 
him the following infbrmatioo was obtained. 

Hie Ihips Shah Hormuzear and Cbetteriield failed, as before re- 
lated, from Norfolk Ittand on the 27th of May 1793. On the 2d of 
the following month they fell in with an ifland which obtained the 
name of Tate's Ifland, and at which they had the misfortune to ttave 
a boat. The circumttances of the murder of Captain Hill, Mr. Carter, 
Shaw, and the boat's crew, were related by Mr. Dell. It appeared 
from his account, that they had landed to fearch for frefli water, 
and purpofed remaining one night on the ifland to barter with the na- 
tives, to procure emu feathers froi^ them. The day after they were 
put on fliore the weather changed, coming on to blow hard ; the 
fliip wiu driven to leeward of the bay in which they landed ; and it 
was not untU the third day that it was poilible to /end a boat after 
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them. Mr. Dell was himfelf employed oti this occaiion, and re- 
turned with the melancholy account of his being unable to difcover 
their lod companions. An armed force was fent on ihore, but fuc- 
ceeded only in burning the huts and inclofures of the natives. At a 
fire they found fome inconteftable proofs that their friends could not 
be living ; of three human hands which they took up, one, by fome 
particular marks, was pofitively thought by Mr. Dell to have belonged 
to Mr. Carter ; their great coats were found with the buttons cut off ; 
a tinder-box, a lantern, a tomahawk, and other articles from the boat, 
were alfo difcovered ; but though they rowed entirely round the ifland, 
looking into every cove or creek, the boat could not be feen. Mr. 
Dell was, if poffible, to procure two prifoners ; but he could not fuc- 
ceed. In the intercourfe, which he had with them, however, they 
gave him to underftand, by figns, that they killed all who were in the 
boat, except two j at leaft, fo Mr. Dell thought ; but if it was fo, 
nothing could be hoped from the exception, nor could any other 
conclufion be formed, than that they were referved perhaps for more 
deliberate torture, and an equally horrid end. 

This ifland was defcribed as abounding with the red fweet potatoe, 
fugar-cane, plantains, bamboo, cocoa-trees, and mangroves. The 
natives appeared flout, and were in height from five feet eight to fix 
feet two inches; their colour dark, and their language harfli and.dif* 
agreeable. The weapons which were feen were Ipcars, lances made of 
a hard black wood, and clubs about four feet in length. They lived 
in huts refembling hay-cocks, with a pole driven through the middle, 
formed of long grafs and the leaves of the cocoa-tree. Thefe huts 
might contain fix or eight perfons each, and were inclofed with a 
fence of bamboo. In a corner of fome of the huts which they entered, 
they perceived a wooden image, intended to refemble a man ; in others, 
the figure of a bird, very rudely carved, daubed with red, and curi- 
oufly decorated with the feathers of the emus; over thefe images were 
fufpended from the roof feveral firings of human hands, each firing 
having five or fix hands on it. In fome they found fmall piles of 
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human Ikulls ; and in one, in which there was a much larger pile of 
fkulls than in any other that they had vifited, they obferved fome gum 
burning before a wooden image. 

This ifland was fuppofed to be about eight miles in length, five in 
breadth, and fifteen in circumference ; a coral reef feemed to guard it 
from all approach, except on the north-weft part, which formed a 
bay, where the fliip anchored in thirteen fathoms water. Frefli water 
was feen only in one place. 

Mr. Bampton did not arrive at Timor until the i ith ofSeptember, 
having been detained in the Straits.by a moft difficult and dangerous 
navigation. By this paflage he had an opportunity of difeovering that 
the Straits, which were named after Torres, and fuppofed to have been 
paired firft by him In the year 1606, and afterwards by Green in lyza, 
could never have exifted ; for Mr. Bampton now obferved, that New 
Guinea extended ninety miles to the fouthward of this fuppofed 
track. 

The villains wffio had broken Into Mr. Kent’s houfe, had the auda- 
city to fend that gentleman a letter in miferable verfe, claiming to 
thcmfelves the honour of having been the robbers of the Parfon’s 
ftore-room. The letter was accompanied by a pocket-book belonging 
to Mr. Kent, with fome of his papers ; but none of the bills which 
were In it when it was ftolen were returned. The infolence of this 
proceeding, and the frequency of thofe nodiurnal vifits, furprifed and 
put all perfons upon their guard j but that the enemy was within their 
own doors there was no doubt. An honeft fervant in that country 
was an invaluable treafure ; they were compelled to take them, as 
chance llrould direft, from among the common herd ; and if any one 
was found who had fome remains of principle in him, he was fure to 
be foon corrupted by the vice which every where furrounded him. 
The ftate of the Colony called loudly for reform or puniffiment. The 
criminal Court was fummoned, and two notorious offenders were 
condemned and executed j pother was feverely punilhed ; but on 
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being taken down from the halberts declared, with exultation, that 
all they could do ihould not make him better. 

The Britannia was hired by the Officers of the Civil and Military 
Departments, to procure them cattle and otlier articles at the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

During the month a building, confiding of four cells for prifoners, 
which had been greatly wanted, was added to the guard-houfe. 

A paflage over the inland mountains, which form the weftern boun- 
dary of the county of Cumberland, being deemed practicable, a feaman 
(formerly quarter-mafter in the Sirius) fet off in Auguft, with a com- 
panion O'- two, determined to try it. After feven days abfence they 
returned, with an account of their having penetrated twenty miles 
further inland than any other European. Hacking, the feaman, re- 
ported, that on reaching the mountains, his further route lay over 
eighteen or nineteen ridges of high rocks ; and that when he halted, 
determined to return, he ftill had in view before him the fame wild 
and inaccelTible kind of country. The fummlts of thefe rocks were of 
iron-ftone, large fragments of which had covered the intermediate 
valleys, in which water of a reddilh tinge was obferved to ftagnate in 
many fpots. The foil midway up the afeent appeared good, and af- 
forded Ihelter and food for feveral red kangooroos. The ground every 
where bore figns of being frequently vifited by high winds ; for on 
the fidesexpofed to the fouth and fouth-eaftit was ftrewed with tlie 
trunks of large trees. They faw but one native in this defolate region, 
and he fled from their approach, preferring the folitary enjoyment of 
his rocks and woods, with liberty, to any intercourfe with tliein. 
Thefe hills appearing to extend very far to the northward and fouth- 
ward, an impallable barrier feemed fixed to the weflward, and little 
hope was left of extending cultivation beyond the limits of the county 
of Cumberland. 

By the return of the Francis fchooner from Norfolk Ifland, it ap- 
peared that the harveft had been prodigioufly productive ; in fo much 
that Lieutenant-Governor King had purchafed from the fettlers up- 
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Tvards of eleven thoufand bulhels of maize ; and bills for the amount 
were drawn by him in favour of the refpe<3:ive fettlers j but, requiring 
the fandion of the Lieutenant-Governor ofSydney, they were now fent 
thither. Mr. King had been partly induced to make this provifional 
kind of purchafe, under an idea that the corn would be acceptable at 
Port JackiiMi, and alfo in compliance with the conditions on which 
the fettlers had received their refpedive allotments under the regula- 
tions of Governor Phillip ; that is to fay, that their overplus grain and 
ftock ihould be purchafed from them at a fair market price. Being, 
however, well docked with that article, the Lieutenant-Governor did 
not think himfelf judihable in putting the crown to fo great an ex- 
pence, and declined accepting the bills. Mr. King could, had it been 
wanted, have fumifhed twenty thoufand bulhels of maize, much of 
which mud now inevitably perilh, unlefs the fettlers would, agree- 
ably to a notification which the Governor intended to fend them, re- 
ceive their corn again from the public dores, which did not appear 
very likely, as feveral of them had already given up their farms on 
the Lieutenant-Governor of Norfolk Ifland refufipg to purchafe their 
fecond crops ^ and it was reported, that mod of the marine fettlers in- 
tended to follow their example. 

This circumdance naturally gave rife to an inquiry, what would be 
the confequence if ever Government ihould, from farming on their 
own account, raife a quantity of wheat and maize fufficient for the 
confumpdon of thofe in the different fettlements who were vi<duailed 
by the Crown i! If fuch a fydem Ihould be adopted, the fettler would 
be deprived of a market for his overplus grain, would find himfelf cut 
off from the means of purchafing any of thofe comforts which his fa- 
mily mud inevitably require, and would certainly quit a country that 
merely held out to him a drily fubfidence ; as he would look, if he 
was ordinarily wife, for fomething beyond that. It might be frid, 
that the fettler would rrife dock for the public j but Government 
would do the fame, and fo prevent him from every chance of pro- 
viding £tx a family boyond the prefent day. 
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As it was dedrable, that thofe ibttlers who had become fuch from 
coQvids Ihould remain in that country, the only inducement which they 
could have would be that of railing to themfelves a comfortable inde^' 
pendence for the winter of their own lives, and the fummcr of their 
own progeny. Government rauft therefore encourage the fettler, 
let him be the farmer, and be itfelf the purchafer. The Government 
could always fix its own price ; and the fettler would be fatisfied if it 
was fuch as enabled him to procure requifite comforts, and to lay by a 
portion of his emoluments for that day when he could no longer till 
the field with the labour of his own hands. With fuch encourage- 
ment and profpedf, New South Wales would hold out a moft promif- 
ing field for the induftrious j and might even do more ; it might prove 
a valuable refource and acceptalde afylum for many broken and re- 
duced families, who, for. want of it, become through misfortunes 
chargeable to their relpe<SIve parifhes. 

The weather throughout the whole of Auguft had been very un- 
pleafant and turbulent. Much rain had fallen, and the wind blew 
ftrong at fouth. On the 25th, the hot land-wind vifited them for the 
firft time that feafon, blowing until evening with much violence, when 
it was fucceeded (as ufually happened after fo hot a day) by the wind 
at fouth. 

On the firfl: of September the Bfritannia failed for the Cape of Good 
Hope, on a fecond fpeculation for fome of the gentlemen belonging 
to the fettlement. The Speedy alfo failed on her fiihing voyage, the 
mafter intending not to confume any longer time in an unfuccefsful 
trial of that coaft. 

The Lieutenant-Governor early in this month thought it neceflary 
to ifluc a public order, calculated to imprefs convi^liotf on the minds 
of thofe fettlcrs and others at Norfolk Ifland, who lAight think 'them- 
felves aggrieved by his late dfetermination ot nbt’ordeflng payment to 
be made for the corn purchafed of them by Lieutfenant-Governor King. 
It contained an ' afliiranoe, that although he fhonld on all occafions lie. 
ready to adopt any plan whiph the Lieutenant-Governor might devife 
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for the accommodation or advantage of the inhabitants of Norfolk 
ISandy yet in the late bufmefs he had made obje^ions, becaufe he did 
notconfider himfelf authoriled to ratify the agreement. 

He propofcd to thofe who held the bills, to take back their corn ; or 
if they preferred leaving it in the public (lores until fuch time as an 
atifwer could be received . from the Secretary of State, he promifed 
them that they might depend on the earlieft communication of what- 
ever might be his decifion ; and if fuch decilion (hould be to refufe 
the payment of the bills, he alTured them that grain (hould be returned 
equal in quantity and quality to what had been received from them.* 

How far the fettlers (who in return for the produce of their grounds 
lopked for fomething more immediately beneficial to them and their 
families, than the wailing eighteen months or two years for a refufal, 
inflead of the payment of thefe bills) would be fatisfied with this order, 
-was very queftionable. It has been feen already, that they were dif- 
fatisiied at the produce of their fecond crop not being purchafed ; 
what then mud be their ideas on finding even the fird received in- 
deed, but not accounted for ; purchafed, but not paid for ? It was 
fair to conclude, that on thus finding themfelves without a market for 
their overplus grain, they would certainly give up the cultivation of 
their farms and quit the ifiand. Should this happen, Lieutenant- 
Governor King would have to lament the necefiity of a meafure hav- 
ing been adopted, which in eded promifed to depopulate his go- 
vernment. 

On the loth the Refolution and Salamander dorefhip arrived. Im- 
mediately on their anchoring the governor was given to underdand, that,, 
from meeting with uncommonly bad weather between the Cape of 
Good Hope and Van Dieman*s Land, the maders apprehended that 
their cargoes had fudained much damage, Thefe gentlemen entered 
a prpted, in which they dated that, their (hips were much drained } 

* Goftmor Hunter, on ht», arrhal, ordered tbe bill* to be paid ; which wa« afterwards con, 
f^ed-by the Secretary of State. ' 
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the main piece of the Refolution’s rudder fprung, and the fails and 
*^>gging of both worn out. During a.tremcndous gale of wind, accord-^' 
ing to the fuperftitious feamen, and which they took care to infert in 
their proteft, blue lights were feen dancing on each mall* head and 
yard in the Salamander. 

By thcfe Ihips they learned his Majefty’^s appointment of John 
Hunter, Efq. to be Governor, in the room of Captain Phillip, who 
had religned his oiRce. Mr. Phillip’s ferviccs, they underftood, had 
been remunerated by a penfion of five hundred a year. 

On the 1 7th of the month there was a violent gale of wind at fouth- 
weft ; and at Parramatta, during the gale, a public granary, in which 
were upwards of two thoufand four hundred bufhels of flielled maize, 
caught fire, through the carelefluefs of Ibme fervants who were boiling 
food for ftock. dole to the building and all the corn, together with a 
number of fine hogs, the property of an individual, were deftroyed'. 

Some fevere contefts among the natives took place during the month 
of Auguft in and about the town of Sydney. In fadl, the inhabitants 
ftill knew very little of the manners and cuftoms of thefe people, not- 
withfianding the advantage which they poflefled in the conftant refi- 
dence of many of them, and the defire that they lliewed of cultiva- 
ting their fricndlhlp- At the Hawkdbury they were not fo friendly ; 
a fcttler there and his fervant were nearly murdered in their hut by 
fome natives from the woods, who ftole upon them with fuch fecrecy, 
as to wound and overpower them before they could procure affifiance. 

A few days after this circumftance, a body of natives attacked the fet- 
tlcrs, and carried off their clothes, provifions, and' whatever elfe they 
could lay their hands on. The fufferers colleded what arms they 
could, and^ following them, feven or eight of the plunderers were 
killed upon the fpot. This mode of treating them had become abfo- 
lutely neceflary, from the frequency and evil effeds of their vifits ; but 
whatever the fetilcrs at the river fuffered was entirely brought cn 
them by their own mifeondud : there was not a doubt but that many 
oatives had been wantonly fired upon ; and when their children, after 
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the fliglit of the parents, have fallen into the fettlcrs* hands, they have 
• been detained at their huts, hotwithilanding the earneft intreaties of 
their parents to have them reftored. 

On the aCih, the Dscdalus failing with ilores and provifions for 
Norfolk Ifland, two female natives, tvilhing to withdraw from the 
cruelty which they, with others of their fex, experienced from their 
countryraeri, were allowed to embark in her, and were configned to 
the care of the Lieutenant-Governor. One of them was fitter to Ben» 
nillong ; the other was conne£ted with the young man his compa^ 
nion. Perhaps they wilhed to wait in peace and retirement the arrival 
of thofc who were bound to proted them. 

The month of October opened with the execution of a convifl for 
houfe-breaking. He appeared fullen and hardened till brought to the 
tree, when he feemed greatly terrified, though he ftill perfevered in 
refufing to confefs his crime. On the day following this execution, 
information was received from Parramatta of a fettler being ftabhed to 
the heart by a convict named Hill, a butcher by trade. The prifoner, 
on his trial, attempted to fet up an alibi for his defence ; but the fadl of 
killing being inconteftably fixed upon him, as well as a great degree of 
malice which he had borne the deceafed, he was condemned, and on 
the 1 6th fuffered death ; after which his body was difiTedted, accord- 
ing to his fentence. 

On the 17th the Mercury, an American brig, anchored in the cove 
from Falkland’s Ifland. The matter had nothing on board for fale, 
but brought the welcome tidings of his having feen the officers of the 
fipanifli flrip Defeuvierta at that place. Being in want of bifeuit, he 
tnade application to the commodore Malafpina for a fiipply, proffer- 
ing to fettle the payment in any manner that he fl^ould choofe to 
adopt ; but the commodore, after fending him a greater quantity than 
he had required, aflured him that he was fufficiently fatisfied in fiaving 
aflifted a Ihip, whofe people, whether Englifh or American, fpoke the 
language of thofc gentlemen from whom himfelf and the officers of 
the fhips under his command bad received, tthile in New South 
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Wales, fuch attention and hofpitality. Mr. Barnet underftood that 
the Atrevida was in the neighbourhood, and that no lofs or accident 
had happened in either Ihip fince they left Port Jackfon. 

Some accounts were received from the Hawkefbury, which corro- 
borated the opinion that the fettlers there merited the attacks which 
Were from time to time made upon them by the natives ; it being 
now faid, that fome of them had felted a native boy, and, after tying 
him hand and foot, had dragged him feveral times through a fire, 
until his back was dreadfully burnt, and in that (late had thrown him 
into the river, where they (hot at and killed him. Such a report could 
not be heard without being followed by the clofeft examination ; 
when it appeared, that a boy had adlually been (hot when in the 
water, from a cOnvidioft, as they faid, of his having been detached as 
a fpy upon them from a large body of natives j and that he was re- 
turning to them with an account of their weaknefs ; there being only 
one mufket to be found among feveral farms. No perfon appearing 
to contradid this account, it was admitted as a truth ; though many 
ftill confidered it as a tale invented to cover the true circumftance* 
that a boy had been cruelly and wantonly murdered by them. 

The prefence of fome petfon with authority waS become abfolutely 
neceflary among thofe fettlers, who, finding themfelves freed from 
bondage, inftantly Conceived that they were above all reftridions. 

The arrival of the Surptife tranfport took place on the 25th. She 
had on board fixty female and tWehty-threc male convids, fome ftores 
and ptovifions, with thtee fettlers for the colony. Among the pri- 
foners were, Meffrs. Muir, Palmer, Skirving, and Margaret, four gen- 
tlemen lately convided in Scotland of the crime of fedition ^confidered 
as a public offence), and tranfported for the/ame. 

A guard, confifting of an enfign ahd tw'erity-one privates of the 
New South Wales corps, was on board the tranlport : fix of thefe 
people were deferters from other regiments, and brought from the 
Savoy ; one of them, it Was underftood, had been tried for mutiny, of 
an aggravated kind, at Quebec. 
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This mode of recruiting the regiment muft have proved as difguft* 
ing to the officers as it was detrimental to the interefts of the fettle^ 
ment. If the corps was raifed for the purpofe of protecting the civil 
eftablifhment, and of bringing a counterpoife to the vice and crimes 
which might naturally be expeded to exift among the conviOis, k 
ought to have been carefully formed from the beft charaders ; indead 
of which they now found a mutineer (a wretch who could deliberate 
with others, and confeut himfelf to be the chofen inftrument of the de> 
llrudion of his fovereign’s fon,) fent among them, to remain for life, 
perhaps, as a check upon fedition, now added to the catalogue of their 
other imported vices. 

The ftorcfhips being cleared of their cargoes, a furvey was made 
upon fuch part of them as was damaged, which was found to be very 
confidcrable. A ferving of flops was immediately iffued to the male 
and female conviCts. 

After an abfcncc of eight weeks, the Daedalus returned from Nor- 
folk Ifland *, and on board her, ten of the marine fettlers, who had 
given up their grounds in confequence of the diiappointment which 
they experienced with refpeft to the corn bills, and had entered into 
the New South Wales corps. By her it was underflood, that Philip 
Ifland had been found to anfwer extremely well for the purpofe of 
breeding flock : fome hogs, which were allowed, to be placed there in 
Augufl 17^3* the property of an individual, had increafed fo prodi- 
gioufly, as to render the raifing of hogs there on account of Govern- 
ment an objed with the Lieutenant-Governor. The Daedalus imme- 
diately began preparations for her departure for England ; and Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Grofe flgnified his intention of quitting the fcttle- 
ment by that opportunity. This officer having fet apart for each of 
the gentlemen who came from Scotland in the Surpnfe a bricked hut, 
in a row on the eafl fide of the coves,, they took pofTeffion of their new 
habitations ; and fooa declared, that they found fufficient reafon for 
thinking their fituatlons ** on the bleak and defolate fhores of New 

4 ' Holland,:* 
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Holland/’ not quite fo terrible as in England they had been taught 
to expedt. 

Every preparation for accommodating the Lieutenant-Governor 
and his family being completed on board the Daedalus, he embarked 
in the evening of the 15th. With him went the principal furgeon of 
the colony ; alfo Mr. Bain» the chaplain of the New South Wales 
corps, and a furgeon’s mate. 

In the morning of the a4th of December the fignal was made at 
the fouth-head for a vefiel, which came in about three o’clock, and 
proved to be the Experiment, a fnojw, from Bengal, jaden with fpirits, 
fugar, piece-goods, and a few cafks of provifions ; the fpeculation be- 
ing fuggcfted by the agent for the Sugar Cane and Boddington. The 
Experiment had had a paflage of three months from Calcutta. From 
Mr. E. M‘Lellan, the mafter, the inhabitants of Port Jackfon learned 
that a large (hip, named the Neptune, had been freighted with cat- 
tle, &c. in purfuance of the contrad entered into with Mr. Bampton, 
and had failed from Bombay in July; but was unfortunately lofl: in 
the river by failing againft the monfoon ; when Mr. Bampton might 
be expeded, therefore, was very uncertain. 

The diredion of the colony, during the abfence of the Governor 
and Lieutenant-Governor, devolving upon the officer higheft in rank 
then on fervice in the colony. Captain William Paterfon, of the New 
South Wales corps, on Cbriflmas-day took the oaths preferibed by his 
Majefty’s letters patent. This officer, expeding every day the arrival 
of Governor Hunter, made no alteration in the mode of carrying on 
the different duties of the fettlemcnt now entrufted to his care and 
guidance. 

At tlie latter end of the month a general mufter was ordered of all 
the male convida, together with the perfons who had ferved their 
feveral terms of tranfporiation, as well thofe refiding at Sydney and 
Parramatta, as thofe on the banks of the river Hawkelbury. The 
following ration was alfo ordered, the maize being nearly expended : 

TO 
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TO MALE CONVICTS., 

Four pounds of flour, 

,6even jpounds of beef, 

(Or feven pounds of pork,) 
Three pints of peafc, 

Six ounces fugar. 

Three pints of ricci ' 

A'jail gang was alfo ordered to be eftabliflied at Toongabbe, for the 
employment and punifhment of all bad and fufpicious charadcrs. 

Wheat was direded to be purchafed from thedettlers at ten (hillings 
per bu(hel, much of that grain being found to have been blighted. 
The ground about Toongabbe was pronounced to be worn out, the 
produce of the laft harveft not averaging more than fix or feven 
bufliels an acre, though at firft it was computed at fcventeen. The 
northern farms had alfo failed through a blight. 

The lofs by death in the year 1794 was, two fettlers ; four foldiers ; 
one foldicr’s wife ; thirty* two male convids ; ten female convids, and 
ten children j making a total of fifty-nine perfons. 


TO CIVIL, MILITAky, AND 
FREE SETTLERS. 

rj';ht pounds of flour, 

Seven pounds of beef, 

(Or feven pounds of porkj) 
Five pints of peafe, 

Six ounces fugar. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

IJANC3 SENT TO TILI, THE PUBLIC GROUNDS.-- THE FRANCIS SAILS.— REGU- 
LATIONS FOR THE HAWKFSBURV. — TRANSACTIONS THERE. NATIVES.— 

WEATHER. DEATHS. PRODUCE AT THE RIVER. NATIVES. THE 

FRANCLS RETURNS FROM PORT STEPHENS. — TRANSACTIONS THERE. — 

THE BRITANNIA ARRIVES FROM THE C/.PE. THE FANCY FROM NEWZEA- 

I. AND. — INFORMATION. — A NATIVE KILLED. WEATHER. CRIMINAL 

COURT.— RATION REDUCED. — THE BRITANNIA HIRED TO PaiOCURE PRO- 
VISIONS. — NATIVES AT THE HAWKE 8 BURY. — THE ENDEAVOUR ARRIVES,— 

CONVICTS. CASUALTIES. —RATION. A CRIMINAL AND CIVIL COURT 

HELD CIRCUMSTANCED OF THE D 'ATH OF DAVENEY .SALT MADE. 

WILSON, KNIGHT, AND THE NATIVES. THE PROVIDENCE ARRIVES 

FROM ENGLAND. — FOUR CONVICTS BROUGHT FROM PORT STEPHENS.— 

STORM. — THE FANCY ARRIVES FROM NORFOLK ISLAND. THE SUPPLY 

AND RELIANCE ARRIVE. — GOVERNOR HUNTER's COMMISSION READ.— 
TR AN.SACTJONS. — ANOTHER ARRIVAL FROM ENGLAND. — COLONIAL RE- 
GULATIONS. THE SOVEREIGN STORE-SHIP ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND. — 

CO^IVICT EXECUTED. — PR INTINd- PRESS EMPLOYED. — RATION. — INFOR- 
MATION FROM NORFOI.K LSLAND. — THE CATTLE LOST IN Ij88 DISCO- 
VERED, — BENNH.LONg’s CONDUCT AFTER HIS RETURN FROM ENGLAND. 
— NATIVES. METEOROLOGICAL PHiENOMfNON. — DEATHS IN I 795 . 

A'^ the commencement of January. 1795, from the great numbers 
of labouring conviiSts who were employed in fundry works in 
the town of Sydney, and at the grounds about Peterftiam ; of 
others employed with officers and fettlers ; of thofe who, their terms 
of tranfpoctation being expired, were allowed to provide for them- 
felves ; and of others who had been permitted to leave the colony 
public held-laboui was entirely at a (land. The prefent command* 
ing officer, wiffiing to cultivate the ground belonging to Government, 
collected as many labourers as could be got together, and fent a gang, 

o o formed 
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formed of bricklayers, brick-makers, timber-carriage men, &c. &c. 
to Parramatta and Toongabbe, there to prepare the ground for wheat 
for the enfuing feafon. At the muftcr which had been lately taken; 
fifty people were found without any employment, whofe fervices ftill 
belonged to the public ; moft of thefe were laid hold of, and fent to 
hard labour ; and it appeared at the fame time that fome were at large 
in the woods, runaways and vagabonds. 

On the day following, the colonial fchooner failed for the river, 
having on board a mill, provifions, See. for the fettlers there. A mi- 
litary guard was alfo ordered, the commanding officer of which was 
to introduce fome regulations among the fettlers, and to prevent, by 
the efie^ of his prefence and authority, the commifiibn of thofe enor- 
mities which difgraced that fettlement. 

In the courfe of the month, as a convift entered the door of his hut, 
he was bit in the foot by a black fnake ; the cffeG; was, an immediate 
fwelling of the foot, leg, and thigh, and a large tumour in the groin. 
The Surgeon was fortunately able to reduce all thofe fwellings by fre- 
quently bathing the parts with oil, and faved the man’s life without 
having recourfe to amputation. While the inhabitants had lived in a 
wood, and might naturally have expe&ed to have been troubled with 
them, fnakes and other reptiles were by no means fo often feen, as 
fince, by clearing and opening the country about them, the natives 
had not had opportunities of fetting the woods fo frequently on fire. 
But now they were often met in the different paths about the fettle- 
ments, ba&ing at mid-day in the funlhine, and particularly after a 
ihower of rain. 

Much was heard and feen of the natives in the month of Janu- 
ary. At the Hawkefbury a man had been wounded by fome of the 
wood tribe. Two female natives were murdered not far from the 
town of Sydney during the idght ; and another vidim, alfo a fenude, 
of Pe-mul-wy’s party, having been fecured by the males of a tribe 
iniimeal to him, was dragged into the woods, where they exercifed 

8 every 
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every a£t of cruelty and brutal luft upon her, which their fpirit of 
revenge fuggefted. 

The principal labour performed in January waSy preparing the 
ground for wheat. The Indian corn looked very well ; and the fettlers 
on the banks of the Hawkelbury fuppofed that at leaft thirty thou- 
fand bulhels of that grain would be raifed among them. Several na- 
tive boys, from eight to fourteen years of age, were at this time liv- 
ing among the fettlers in the different diilrias, and were found capa- 
ble of being made extremely ufeful ; going cheerfully into the 644$ 
to labour ; and the elder ones with eafe hoed in a few hours a greater 
quantity of ground than that generally affigned to a convid for a day’s 
work. Some of thefe were allowed a ration of provifions from the 
public ftore. 

In confequence of the heavy rains, the river at the Hawkefljury rofe 
many feet higher than it had ever been known to do ; by which feyfi- 
ral fettlers fuffered very much. At Toongabbe the wheat belongipg to 
Government was confiderably injured. At Parramatta the damage tyas 
extenfive : the bridge over the creek, which had been well co.aftruded, 
was entirely fwept away, and the boats with their mooimgs .carried 
down the river. 

A convid had died in this month, having fwallowed arfeoic. Jt 
was remarkable in his untimely end, that he himfelf placed thepoifon, 
with a view of deftroying rats with which the houfe that he lived in 
was infeded, and was particular in cautioning others againft it. What 
could induce him to take that himfelf, of which he knew the ill effed 
upon thofe whom he had warned, no perfon feemed to have the power 
of determining. 

Some ofBcers who had made an excurlion to the Hawkelbury early 
in February, with a view of feleding eligible fpots/or farms, on their 
return fpoke highly of the corn which they faw growing there, and 
of the pidurefqiie appearance of many of the fettlers’ farms. Thole 
people told them, that in general their grounds which had been in 
wheat had produced from thirty to thirty- Qx bulhels an acre ; that 

0 0 2 they 
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they found one bufhcl (or on fome fpots five pecks) of feed fufficient 
to fow an acre ; and that, if fown as early as the month of April or 
May, they imagined the ground would produce a fecond crop, and 
the feafon be not too far advanced to ripen it. Their kitchen gardens 
were plentifully docked with vegetables. 

The mafter of the Francis fchooner complained that the navigation 
of the river was likely to be hurt. Tiie fettlers having fallen many 
trees into the water, he was apprehenfive that they would drift aftiore 
on fome of the points of the river, when, in procefs of time, fand, &c. 
might lodge againft them, and fori.* dangerous obftrudions in the 
way of craft which might be hereafter ufed on tVe river. No doubt 
remained of the ill and impolitic conduct of fome of the fettlers tow- 
ard the natives j as, in revenge for fome cruelties which the favages 
had experienced, they thiTcatened to put to death three of them by 
name, and had, through miftake, actually attacked and badly wounded 
others. Thefe particulars were obtained through the means of one 
Wilfon, a wild idle young man, who, his term of tranfportation 
being expired, preferred living among the natives in the vicinity of 
the river, to earning the wages of honeft induftry by working for fet- 
tiers. He had formed fomething of an intermediate language between 
his own and theirs, witn which he made a Ihift to comprehend moft 
of what they wifhed to communicate ; for they did not conceal the 
fenfe they entertained of the injuries which had been done them.. 
As the gratifying .l an idle wandering difpofition was the foie o’ je£t 
with Wilfon in herding with thefe people, no good confequence was 
likely to enfue from it ; and it was by no means improbable, that at 
fome future time, if difgufted with the white people, he might join 
the blacks, and alTifi; them in committing depredations, or make ufe 
of their affiftance to punilh or revenge his own injuries. Mr. Grimes, 
therefore, propofed taking him with him in the fchooner to Port 
Stephens. 


There 
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There were at this time feveral conviQsh the woods fubfi/l* 
theft } and it having been reported, that t ee of them had been^ ^ 
armed, it became neceflary to fecurc them i foon as po/fible P 
were fent out immediately ; and one of t| wretched run * ^ ^ 

foon met with in the aft of robbing a ga^n, and, refufing 
render, was fliot. The knowledge of hi^te drov^ 

i-,i r u r I i others to a 

greater dillance from the lettlcment. 

About the latter end of the month the n^res adiufted f m • 
of honour in a convenient fpot near the bri^elds. Thofe who 
about the fouth (bore of Botany Bay brou^ith them aft ^ 

an extraordinary appearance and cltarader fen his name had f©*^ 
thing unco umon in the found, Gome-boa He had been f 
days on his journey from the place where lived, which ws f^ 
louthward. In height he was not more I /ive feet two or h 
inches j but by far the moft mufcular, fquaind vveJI-formed ' ^ 
that had been feen in that country. H^ght well • his 
were remarkably long, and he defended hi^ with a fhield that 
vered his whole body. The inhabitants <)dney had the fatisf^” 
tion of feeing him engage with fome of thqiends, and of obfer^ 
ing that neither their perfotts nor reputatioifered any thin in h ' 
conteft. When the fight was over, on fon| the gentlemen 
fiiig to them the martial talents of this ftranihe ftrength and muf~ 
cle of his arm, and the excellence of his^, they admitted th" 
praife to bejuft ; but hintrd, tbr w'..^ all^ excellencies wh ^ 
oppofed to them, he had not gained the fl*Jadvantage j yet ^ 
willing to have him too highly thought of, with horror in the^ 
countenances, alTured thofe with whom thejd, that Gbm b t 
was a cannibal. j 

On the ift of March the Francis returi^m Po^ Oj , 
when the matter reported, that he went into ;fh-water branches* 
up which he rowed, until, at no very great d from the entrance* 
he found them terminate in a fwamp. He t j tjjg 
fide to be low and fandy, and had feen nothjie in harbour 

which: 



M account tr THE SaWJLISH COLONY [March, 

wbicli In his opinion cold render a fecond vifit necelTaiy. The na- 
tives were fo very unfriedly, that he made few obfervations on them, 
other than that they we) fomewhat uller and a ftouter race of people 
than thofe about Sydney xhtir language was entirely different. Their 
huts and canoes were Incthing larger, and their weapons were the 
fame. They wclcomsil'l**' on ihore with a dance, joined hand in 
hand round a tree, ttftprefa, perhaps, their unanimity ; but one of 
them afterwarda, dralg Mr. Gimmes into the wood, poifed a fpear, 
and was on the poii^browing it, when he was prevented by young 
Wilfon ; who, haviilfollo^ed Mr. Grimes with a double-barrelled 
gtm, levelled at th^tive, and fired it. He was fuppofed to be 
wounded, for he fellju^ * fecond attempt to 

throw the fpear, art^as again prevented by Wilfon ; the effea of 
this fecond Ihot was^pofed to be conclufive, as he was not feen to 
rife any more. Mr. ‘rimes got back to his boat without further 
interruption. 

The fpirit -of inqoi being on foot, an officer of the corps made an 
excurlion to the foifvard of Botany Bay, and brought back with 
him fome of the hAones of a marine animal, which, on infpedion, 
Captain Paterfon, tionly naturalift in the country, pronounced to 
have belonged to tlpdefcribed by M. de Buffbn, and named by him 
the Manatee. 

On this excurlioiijbe officer received fome information which led 
him to believe that tl cattle which had been loft foon after the fettle- 
meirt was formed, «rc Hill in exiftence. The natives who converfed 
with .him were fo frdcular in their account of having feen a large 
animal with horn4 bat he fhortly after, taking fome of them with 
him as guides, fet pflip feek them j but returned without fuccefs, not 
having met with ahyt^ace that could lead to fuppofe that they might 
ever be found, i * 

On the 4th of hteh the Britannia returned from the Cape of 
<?ood Hope, lisfwfheen gone fix months. Mr. Raven brought 
/ * alive 
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alive to his employers, one ftallion, twenty-nine mares, three fillies, 
and twelve fheep. 

Towards the end of March fome of the Englith witnefied an extra- 
ordinary tranfadion which took place among the natives at the brick- 
fields. A young man, of the name of Bing-yi-w^n-ne, well known 
in the fettlement, being detefted in an amour with Maw-ber-ry, the 
companion of another native Ye-ra-ni-be Go-ru-ey, the latter fell upon 
him with a club, and, being a powerful mao, and of fuperior ftrength, 
abfolutely beat him to death. Bing-yi-wan-ne had fome friends, who 
on the following day called Ye-ra-ni-be to an account for the murder ; 
when, the affair being conducted with more regard to honour than 
juftice, he came off with only a fpear-wound in his thigh. 

The Toongabbe hills being reported to be worn out, it was deter- 
mined to let them remain fallow for that feafon ; and a fpot called the 
Ninety Acres, and the hills between Parramatta and Toongabbe, which 
had before been prepared, were now fown. It being April, the 
farmers were every where putting their wheat into the ground, except 
at the river, where they had fcarcely made any preparations, confum- 
ing their time and fubftance in drinking and rioting; and trufting to 
the extreme fertility of the foil, which they declared would produce 
an ample crop at any time without much labour. So filly and thought- 
lefs were thefe people, who were thus unworthily placed on the banks 
of a river which, from its fenility, and the effTeds of its inundations, 
might not improperly be termed the Nile of New South Wales. 

From the reduced ftate of the failed provifions, it became neceflary 
(fuch had been but too often the preamble to an order) to diminilh the 
ration of that article ; and half the beef and half the pork was flopped 
at once. In fome meafure to render this great redudion lighter, three 
‘ pints of peafe were added. This circumflance induced the command- 
ing officer, on the day when the alteration took place, to hire the Bn- 
tannia to proceed to India for a cargo of failed provifions. Supplies 
might arrive before Ihe could return ; but the war in trhich England 
was engaged increafed the chances agsdnll them. In the mean time, to 

fave 
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fave the fait meat as much as poITible, fuch frefli pork as was brought 
in good condition to the (lore was purchafed and ferved in the propor- 
tion of two pounds of fredi in lieu of one of fait. 

On the 2jft of April the olonial fchooner returned from the 
Hawkefbury, bringing upwards of eleven hundred bulhels of remark- 
ably fine Indian oorn from the flore there. The matter again re- 
ported his apprehcnfions that the navigation of the river would be 
obttruded by the fcttlers, who continued the practice of falling the 
trees and rolling them into the ttream. He found five feet lefs water 
at Jthe ftore-wharf lhan when he had been there in February, owing 
to the -dry weather which for fome time patt had prevailed. 

At that fettlement an open war ieemed about that time to have 
commenced between the natives and the fcttlers ; and word was re- 
ceived over-land, that two of the latter had been killed by a party of 
the former. The natives appeared in large bodies, men, women, and chil- 
dren, provided with blankets and nets to carry ofl’ the corn, (of which they 
appeared as fond as thofe natives who lived at Sydney,) and feemed 
determined to take it whenever and wherever they could meet with 
opportunities. In their attacks they condudled themfelves with much 
art ; but where that failed, they had recourfe to violence ; and on the 
leatt appearance of refittance made ufe of their fpears or clubs. To 
check at once, if poflible, thefe dangerous depredators. Captain Pater- 
fon dirextted a party of the corps to be fent from Parramatta, with in- 
ttru(ttions to deftroy as many as they could meet with of the wood 
tribe (Be-dia-gal) j and, in the hope of ttriking terror, to ere£t gibbets 
in different places, whereon the bodies of all they might kill were to be 
hung. It was reportejj, that feveral of thefe people were killed in con- 
fequence of this order j but none of their bodies were found (perhaps 
if any were killed they w^ere carried off by their companions) : fome 
prifoners, how'ever, were taken and fent to Sydney j one man (appa- 
rently a cripple), five women, and fome children. One of the wo- 
men, with a child at her breaft, had been fhot through the Ihoulder, 
and the fame fliot had wounded the babe ; every care was taken of 

them 
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The cripple tb a ihort tnbe Ibubd 
4 [MNm. .10 ;e{ea^» aoA by fwimming reached the north Chore in !afety« 
vhei#(!e:<inf4aaht he got back to his friends. Captain Paterfon hoped 
that by detaining the prifoners, and treating them well, fonse good 
might :refuhl; Jzot finding, rafter fome time, that coercion, hot 
attention, was more likely to anfwer his ends, he fent the woman 
bai;dc.:, . While.0ie had. been ait the fettlement the wounded child died { 
and oneof .the ^omen was delivered of a boy, which died imme* 
diately. Op the fuldiers withdrawing^ the aatiyes attacked a farm 
s^rly oppofite 'Richmond Hill, and put a fettier and his foh to dtS^h; 

laife, after^recelying feveral wounds, crawled down the batik,, and. 
GQO^j^aled hfi^lf aixiong fome reeds half immerfed in the river^ inhere 
^.j^mained a-copfiderable time without afliftance: being at length 
thU^ poor, creature, after having feen her hulband>aad bet 
4^1d'flftughtare4 b^fotc her eyes, was taken into the horpital at Parra*^ 
where flic recovered, though (lowly, of her wounds. In con* 
of this hoffid circumftance, another party ofithe^aorparwaa 
• lent out j and while- they were there the natives kep^..al ajdiiinnce* 


lihil.dCfty: now. hccanie: permanent ; and the foHiers WCTQ diftributfed 

for their prote^^on ; a^pi;ot«ftion,:h^WfiW5*iJthat 
ittll^pf .lheiil did .pot <perit. . v / . :r 

4 pr fome of his party, vrerc ftot idle about Sydbeyt; they. 

to appear within half a mile of the,Bf^ch^ld‘^t)f^*aod 
Who W4S going to a neighbouring, 

^j|i^gipp(\^:fr.equjuited walksifroni tho town; lay in that dlref|ioti, Ihts 
wall at firA very unpleafanti but.tho aativiV . not 

saahy the pleafaot intelligence of Mr. &iapton aaj^ival ^m 
jlE ^^pbfy wag ■ diSTperfed through the fettlement .. ^ecemp^uded -tbe 
;1^^^^ij^siprpur,.a f]I^P of eight htm tons, and hf^d-Po boa^ ono^U’*' 
lUiyjrtjvp nf cattle*., a .quantity of ri^e^ .and the^her 
' 'f'j t. of .thfi engaged, in bytLieuteuynt^^GiOvernor Grofe, 

)P;^proyil^8. She had been -elevei^.woeib from Bombay. , 
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The cattle were^, in general, in very g0od conditioa*;. of the numbep 
arrived* forty vrere for draught, fixty for breeding, aiulthe remainder 
calves ; but fonie of thefe fo large, as to be valued, and taken at fifteen 
guineaa.per head; 

The 4th of June, as had; ever been the- cuftom in the fettlement,. 
was fet apart as a holiday^ 

On the i Sth the Britannia fiuled for India. As the Bate of the fet- 
tlement at her dhpartore required every exertion tO'be made in. pro- 
curing- an immediate fiipply. of provifions, Mr. Raven was directed to 
repmr- to Batavia, to procure,, if poffible, a cargo of European falte<L 
meat. The neceffity of his immediate return- was fo urgent, that if he 
found on his arrival that only half a cargo could be had; he was to^ 
fill up the remainder of the ftOwage with riee and' fugar^ and make 
" the heft of his way back j but if falted provifions were not to begot at 
Batavia, he was to proceed to Calcuttaii Should circumftances prove 
fo adverfe to the <»lony, as to caufe his failure at both thefe ports, Mr. 
Raven was at liberty to return by the way of the Cape of Good Hope,, 
as provifions were at-any rate to be procured if pofilible. 

The cattle lately arrived feemed to fuffer by their change of climate ; . 
dne cow and ^veral calves died; perhaps as much from mifmanage- 
ment ashy the weather ; for, with very few exceptions, it was impof* 
fihle to feledt from . among the prifoners, or thofe who had been fuch, 
any who would feel an honeft intereft in executing the fervice in 
which they were employed. . They would pilfer half the grain en- 
trufted to their care for the cattle ; they, would lead them into the 
woods for pafturage, and there leave them until obliged to conduct' 
them in ; they would neither clean them nor themfelves. Indolent, 
and by long habit worthlefs, no dependence could be placed on them. 
In every infiaoce they endeavoured to circumvent ; and whenever 
their exertions were called for^ they firft looked about them to idif- 
cbver how thofe exertions might be turned to their, own advantage. . 
Could it then be wandered at,% if ' little had been done fi nee the efta- ‘ 
bjiihment of the colony ? and'niaft it not father excite admiration 'to 
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fee how much had been performed? Whatever ilral to ^>&eii was 
■the effedlef the mtrfl unremitting^ aod perhaps degrading vigsluice oa 
the part of thofe in whom the executive power had heen fircnutiiDe to 
time vetted ; and of the ihtereft that many individuals had fek, i« 
raifing that country from its original iniignificance to iome degree of 
corffcquencc. 

On the ttf ft of July, the fatted provifioas being all expended, except 
a few cattcs, thcfe were referved for the non-committioned officers and 
privates of the corps. Oh Saturday the i ith dT the month the con* 
vidts received the following rtuion : ‘ ' 


Indian com - - - ix ' pounds {ungrouitd); ' 
Rice - - - . - j- ditto; 

Dholl - - - - * ^ pints ; ' 

Sugar - - - - w if pound ; 


being the firft time ttnce the eftablifliment of the colotiy, that they 
had gone from the ftbre without receiving either fatted or frelh meah 
On the following Monday the military received 


Salt pork ----- 2 pounds ; 

Indian corn - --‘-12 ditto linground ; 
Peafe ----- r - 3 pints ; 

Rice - - - - - - 3 ditto; 

Sugar - - - - 6 ounces. 


This being the ftate of the flores, it is not wonderful that fupplles 
were rooft ardently defired. It was truly unfortunate that Mr. Bamp* 
ton had not been able to procure any failed provittons at Bombay, 
but in lieu thereof had fupplied rice, which could well have been 
fpared, as they now began to grow grain fufficient for their confump- 
tion from crop to crop, and grain which was at all times pre&rred to 
the imports from India. Dholl and rice were never well received by 
the prifoners as an equivalent for flour, particularly when peaic 
formal a part of the ration ; and it was to be lamented, that a 
fity ever exifted, of forcing upon them fuch trafh as they had ‘Atom 
time to time been obliged to digeft, 

p p 2 
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. r .The efieftfl of this ration iboa appearW^^; federal, attacks were made 
on iadividnalsi on^ wfctdl ftole a vciy fine greyhound, and; inftcad 
of fecretiy eraplo^iug him in ptocuriag occafionally a frefli meal, he 
aftualLy killed the poor animal and fold it to different people in the 
town for kangooroa at skte^pcnce per pound j probably applauding 
himfelf for a trick that he thought would go down with the hungry y 
bttfc being deteded'in his vUikinous traffic, he was feverely punafhed. 

f lom the fcaniineia.of fakedprovifions, the article of lalt waa becoth© 
aa feareq. One of the fcttlers lately arrived caufed it to be r^rted, 
that among other ufeful knowledge^, he poiTeffedthat of making fait 
&om fca-water,^ ao4 o^ed Hs/cJ^vices for that purpofe. His offers 
were accepted, and an eligible ipot being chpfen he, began his ope- 
rations, for which he had.fev^ men allowed him(j whofe labour, 
however, only produced, three or four bulhels of fait in more than as 
mapyweka^ . 

. On the J^th of Auguft his .Royal-Highnefs the Prince of Wales’s 
birth-day was celebrated by ,.hia diftant,^ but not the lefs ardent, ad- 
mirers. 

Wilfon, or as the natives termed him, Bun-bo-e, immediately 
after his return from Port Stephens with the deputy-furveyor, went 
off* to the natives at the river. Another vagabond, who like himfelf 
had been a convict, thinking, that there mud be fome fweets in the 
life which Wilfon preferred, determined to fliare themr with him, and 
went off* to the woods. About the middle of the month they both re- 
turned to Sydney, accompanied by fome df their favage companions. 
On the day following it appeared that their vifit was for the purpofe 
of forcing a wife from among their countrywomen ; for in the midft 
of a confiderable. uproar, which, was heard near the bridge, Wilfon 
iind Knight his friend were difeovered, each dragging a, girl by the 
arm {whofe age could not have exceeded nine or ten years), affiffed 
by their nc.w aflbeiates. The two white men being fecured, and the 
chpfen taken care, of, the mob difperfed ; and Wilfon and Knight 
were taken to the cells and punifhed. It was intended to have kept 
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them in future at hard labour j but they found means to efcape to thofe 
companions whom they preferred. 

'loward the conclullon of Auguft the natives were* during two 
days, engaged in very fevere contef^s, in which much blood was ihed, 
and many wounds infli<fted; but no one was killed. It appeared to 
afford much diverfion j for they were conftantly attended by all de- 
feriptions of people, not withftanding the rifk they ran of being wound- 
ed by a random fpear. 

On the 26th, the fettlement was gratified by the arrival of his Ma- 
jefly’s fhip Providence, of twenty-eight gunSy commanded by Captain 
Broughton, from England ; from whence Ihe failed on the 25th of 
February, in company with his Majefty’s fhips Reliance and Supply, 
which file left at Rio de Janeiro fome time in May. On board the 
former of thefe veffelswas Governor Hunter, who might be. daily ex- 
pe^ed. The Providence nvet with very bad weather on her paSage 
from the Brazil coaft, and was driven paft the harbour of Port Jackfoa 
as far to the northward as Port Stephens, in which Ihe anchored ; and 
where, to the great furprife o£ Captain Broughton, he found and re- 
ceived on board four white people, (if four miferable, naked, dirty^ 
and fmoak-dried men could be called white,) runaways from Parra- 
matta in the month of September 1 790, by name John Tarwood, 
George Lee, George Connoway, and John Watfon ; thefe, the reader 
will recolleil, have before been mentioned as fuppofed victims to the 
folly of their undertaking. Their fifth companion (Jofeph Sutton) 
had died. They told a melancholy tale of their fuflferings in the boat ; 
and for many days after their arrival they paffed their time in de- 
tailing to the crowds, both of black and white people which attended, 
their adventures in Port Stephens, the firft harbour that they made. 
Having li^ed like the favages among whom, they dwelt, their change 
of food foon difagreed with them, and they wene all taken ill, appear- 
ing to be principally affected, with abdominal fwellings. They fpoke in 
high terms of ther pacific difpofition and gentle manners of the natives^ ' 
Bath of thefe hajdhad a name given him, and given with feveial cere- 
> ' ' # monies. 
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monies. Wives aMb were allotted them, and one or two had children. 
They were never required to go out on any occafion of hoftility, and 
were in general fupplied hy the natives with fiflu or other food, being 
confidered by them (for fo their fituation only could be conftrued) as 
unfortunate ftrangers thrown upon their (hore from the mouth of the 
yawning deep, and therefore entitled to their prote^J:ion. They told 
a ridiculous ftory, that the natives appeared to worfhip them, often alTu- 
ring them, when they began to underhand each other, that they were 
undoubtedly the anceftors of feme of them who had fallen in battle, 
:and had returned from the fea to vi(it them again ; and one native ap* 
peared firmly to believe that his father was come back in the perfon of 
■either Lee or Connoway, and took them to the fpot where his body 
had been burnt. On being told that immenfe numbers of people ex- 
ifted far beyond their little knowledge, they inftantly pronounced them 
to be the fpirits of their countrymen, which, after death, had mi- 
grated into other r^ions. 

It appeared from the account of thefc four men, that the language 
to the northward diflfered wholly from any that had been known at 
Port Jackfon. Among the natives who refided there, there was none 
who underftood all that they faid ; and of thofc who occafionally vifited 
at Sydney, one only could converfe with them. He was a very fine 
lad of the name of Wur-gun. His mother had been born and bred 
beyond the mountains ; but one lucklefs day, paying a vifit with fome 
of her tribe to the banks of the Dee-rub-bun (for fo the Hawkelbury 
was named), {he was forcibly prevented from returning j and, being 
obliged to fubmit to the embraces of ati amorous and, powerful Be-dia- 
gal, the fruit of her vifit was this boy. Speaking herielf more dialeds 
than one, (he taught her Ton all that (he knew ; and he, being of 
quick parts, and a roving difpofition, caught all the different diale&s 
from Botany Bay to Port Stephens. 

Public labour was fiercely any where performed in Auguft, owing 
to the extreme badnefs of the weather which prevailed. Atccouutf 
were received from the H^wkeibury, that ieveral fums on the ereeks 
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were under water j and the perfon who was the bearer of the intelli- 
gence was nearly drowned in his way over a plain named the Race- 
Ground. Paling conld nowhere ftand the force of the ftorm. Se- 
veral chimnies and much plafter fell, and every houfe was wet. At 
Parramatta much damage was done ^ and at Toongabbe (a circum- 
ftance moft acutely felt) a very large barn and threfliing-floor were- 
dcftroyed, and feverai of the cattle lately arrived periihed from the fe- 
verity of the ftormi 

On the 3d of September, after an abfcnce of eleven weeks, the Fancy 
returned from Norfolk Hland. The moft favourable accounts were 
received by her from that fettlement. Plenty reigned throughout. 
Every barn was full.. Four thoufand pounds of frclh pork having, 
been cured, the Lieutenant-Governor had forty tons of fait provifions 
to fpare j which he offered for the ufe of Port Jackfon. 

The 7th of the month was marked by the arrival of the Governor 
in Chief over thefe fettlements. He came on board the Reliance, 
and was accompanied by the Supply. Situated as the colony was in 
point of provifions, they learned with infinite concern^ that a ftore- 
fhip, from being too heavily loaded, had been compelled to return, 
and had yet to run the chance of being taken by the enemy’s crui- 
zers ; and further, that by the two fhips now arrived they had only 
gained a few barrels of meat falted at Rio de Janeiro ; a town-clock,, 
and the principal part of the large wind-mill. 

His Excellency did not take upon him the exercife of his autho- 
rity until the i ith ; on which day his Majefty’s commiffion was pub- 
licly rc.ad j after which his Excellency, in a very pertinent fpeech, de- 
clared the expectations that he had from every one’s conduCt j touch- 
ing with much delicacy on that of the perfons lately fent out for a cer- 
tiun offence (forac of whom were prefent). ; and ftrongly urging the 
neceffity of a general unanimity in fupport of his Majefiy’s govern- 
ment. He was afterwards fworn in by the judge-advocate. An ad- 
drefs) figaed by the.civR and military officers,, on the occafion of his 

return 
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return among them as Governor, was prefented to his Excellency a 
few days after his pubhc appearance in that important capacity. 

That he might as fpeedily as poilible be acquainted with the Rate rf 
the colony, he ordered a general inufter to be taken, in order that 
corred accounts might be obtained of the number and diftribution of 
every perfon (the military excepted) in the different dillri£ls j and he 
propofed in perfon to infpeft the Rate of the feveral farms* 

The Endeavour and Fancy failed for India on the i8th. It was 
found, after their departure, that, notwithRanding fo many as fifty 
perfons, whofe tranfportation had expired, had been permitted to leave 
the colony in the Endeavour, nearly as many more had found means 
to fecret themfelves on board her. This was the ihore vexatious, as 
the lofs of even one man’s labour had become an objedt of confequence 
at this time, • 

The weather throughout the month had been very variable j and 
three women and two men had died. 

On the 4th of Odober there came into harbour the Young Wil- 
liam, that ftore-fhip whofe return to port when Governor Hunter 
left England, had been fo very much regretted in the colony. She 
had had a Ihort palTage of only four months and nine days, having 
on board provilions only. Her arrival enabled the Governor to iffue 
a better, though not fo ample a ration of provilions as he would moR 
willingly have done. 

The report of the general muRer which had been ordered, having 
been laid before the Governor, he thought proper to make fome regu> 
laiions in the alTiRance afforded by Government to fettlers and others 
holding grants of land. To the officers who occupied grounds, was 
continued the number of men allowed them by Lieutenant-Governor 
Grofe; viz. ten for agriculture, andthree for domeRic purpofes. Norwilh-' 
Randing this far exceeded the number which had at home been thought 
necefTary, the Governor did not conceive the prefent to be the mo- 
ment for reducing it, much as he wanted men. A wheat harveR was 
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approaching ; ground was planting with Indian corn ; not a man was 
unemployed ; but he faw and explained that a redudion mud take 
place ; that Government could not be fuppofed much longer to feed, 
maintain, and clothe the hands that wrought the ground, and at the 
fame time pay for the produce of their labour, particularly when every 
public work was likely to ftand ftill for want of labourers. He was 
fentible that the afliftance which had been given had not been thrown 
away, and that the fmall number allowed by Government could never 
have produced fuch rapid approaches toward that independence which 
he thought, from what he had already feen of the cultivation of the 
country, was at that time much nearer than (at hU leaving it in 1791) 
he could have conceived pofiiblc. To the fettlers who came in the 
Surprife he allowed five male convidls ; to the fuperintendants, con- 
ftables, and ftorc-keepers, four; to fettlers from free people, two; to 
fettlers from piifoners, one ; and to ferjeants of the Nexv South Wales 
corps, one. 

It appeared likcwife by this muftcr, that one hundred and feventy- 
niiie people fubfifted themfelves independent of the public (lores, and 
refided in the town of Sydney. To many of thefe, as well as to the 
fervants of fettlers, were to be attributed the offences that were daily 
heard of j thefe people were indeed very great nuilanccs. 

Every effort was made to collect together a fufficient number of 
working people to get in the enfuing harvell ; and the mufier and 
regulation refpefling the fervants fortunately produced fome. The 
bricklayer and his gang were employed in repairing the column at 
the fouth-head ; to do wdiich, for want of bricks at the kiln, the little 
hut built for Ben-nil-long, being altogether forfaken by the natives, the 
bricks of it were removed to the foutn-hcad. A perfon having under- 
taken to collea fltells and burn them into lime, a quantity of that arti- 
cle was fentdown ; and the column, being finifhed with a thick coat 
of plafter, and whitened, was not only belter guarded againft the wea- 
ther, but became a more confpicuous objedl at fea iljan it had ever 
been. 


a Q. 
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The 5th of November was doubly commemorated by the inhabi* 
tants of Port Jackfon as a day of thankfulnefs, the Sovereign ftore- 
fliip arriving from England loaded with provifions. In this Ihip came 
feveral paflengers as fettlers, or to fill employments in the different fet- 
tlements. There likewife came as a prifoner Mr. Jofeph Gerald, 
whefe fituation afforded another melancholy proof of how little profit 
and honour were the endowments of nature and education to him who 
perverted them. In this gentleman was feen, that not even elegant 
manners, evidently caught from good company, great abilities, and 
a happy mode of placing them in the beft point of view, the gifts of 
nature matured by education, could (becaufe he mifapplied them) favc 
him from landing an exile, to call him by no worfe a name, on a bar- 
barous fhore, where the few who were civilized muft pity, while they 
both admired and condemned him. He arrived in a very weak and 
impaired ftate of health. By this fliip they learned that two others 
with convids might be expeded in the courfe of the fumn\er. 

On the 7th a criminal Court was affembled ; when two convids 
received fentence of death, and feveral were condemned to fmaller 
punifhments. On the i6th the two prifoners for execution were 
brought out. Smith, after warning the fpedators to guard againft 
breaking the fabbath, which he faid had been the forerunner of his 
ruin, fuffered. Whitehoufe, being evidently the tool, and a much 
younger man, was pardoned by the Governor. His Excellency, 
after the execution, expreffed in public orders, his “ hope that neither 
the example which he had that day found himfelf compelled to make 
of one offender, nor the lenity which he bad fhewn to another, would 
be without their effed : it would always be more grateful to him to 
fpare than to punifh ; but he felt it neceffary on that occafion to de- 
clare, that if neither the juftice which had been dope, nor the mercy 
which had been fhewn, tended to decreafe the perpetration of offences,, 
it was his determination in future to put in execution whatever fen- 
tence Ihould be pronounced by the Court on the feveral offenders* 
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A fmall prmung>pre(8, which had hitherto been ufelefa from the 
want of a perfon who underftood the art of printings was now found 
very ferviceable : a decent young man, of fome abilities in that line, 
having lately arrived from England ; which enabled the Governor, 
by having his orders printed, to make them more generally known. 

Some time after the arrival of the Sovereign, the full allowance of 
fait meat was ilTued, and the hours of labour regulated more to the 
advantage of Government than had for a confiderable time 'owing to 
the (hortnefs of the ration) been the cafe. Inftead of completing in a 
few hours the whole labour which was required of a man for tbe day, 
convids were now to work the whole day, with the intermiflion of 
two hours and a half of reft. Many advantages were gained by this 
regulation ; among which, not the leaft was, the diminution of idle 
time which the prifoners before had, and which, emphatically term- 
ing their own time, they applied as they .chofe ; fome induftrioully, 
but by far the greater part in improper purfults, as gaming, drinking, 
and dealing. 

By the return of his Majelly’s (hip the Supply from Norfolk 
Ifland, accounts were received of Lieutenant-Governor King being 
dangeroufly ill when (he left that place; and that cultivation was nearly 
at a (land there. The grounds were fo over-run with two great ene- 
mies to agriculture, rats, and a pernicious weed called cow-itch, that 
the fettlers defpaired of ever being able to get rid of either. 

The contefts which had lately taken place very frequently in the 
town of' Sydney, and the neighbourhood of it, among the natives, 
had been attended by many of thofe people who inhabited the woods, 
and came from a great diftance inland. Some of the prifoners gather- 
ing from time to time rumours and imperfect accounts of the exiflence 
of the cattle loft in 1788, two of them, who were employed by fome 
officers in (hooting, refolved on afeertaining the truth of thefe reports, 
and trying by different excurfions to difeover the place of their retreat. 
On their return from the firft outfet they made, which was fubfequent 
to the Governor’s arrival, they reported tliat they had feen them. 

Q 2 Being, 
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Being, however, at that moment tod much engaged in perfedllng the 
civil regulations which he had ia view for the fettlement, his Excel- 
lency could not himlelf go to that part of the country where they were 
faid to haive been found, but he detached a perfon on whom he coulil 
depend. His report was fo fatisfaflory, that on the 8th the Governor 
fet off for Parramatta, attended by a fmall party ; when, after travel- 
ling two days in a direction S. S. W. from the fettlement at ProfpeO: 
Hill, he croffed the river named by Mr. Phillip, the Nepean ; and, 
to his great furprife and fatisfaftion, fell in with a very fine herd of 
cattle, upwards of forty in number, grazing in a pleafant and appa- 
rently fertile pafturage. The day being far advanced when he faw 
them, he refted for the night in the neighbourhood, hoping in the 
morning to be gratified with a fight of the whole herd. A doubt had 
been ftartcd of their being cattle produced from what had been brought 
into that country by Governor Phillip from the Gape j and it was fug- 
gelled that they might be of longer Handing. The Governor thought 
this a circumftance worth determining, and diredled the attendants 
who were with him to endeavour to get near enough to kill a calf. 
This they were not able to effedl ; for while lying in wait for the 
whole herd to pafs, which now confifted of upwards of fixty young 
and old, they were furioufly fet upon by a bull, which brought up the 
rear, and which in their own defence they were obliged to kill. This, 
however, anfwered the purpofe perhaps better than a calf might have 
done ; for he had all the marks of the Cape cattle when full grown, 
filch as wide-fpreading horns, a moderate rifing or hump between his 
Ihoulders, and a Ihort thin tail. Being at this time feven or eight 
and thirty miles from Parramatta, a very fmall quantity of the meat 
only could be fent in ; the remainder was left to the crows and dogs 
of the woods, much to the regret of the Governor and his party, who 
confidered that the prifoners, particularly the fick at the hofpital, had 
not lately received any meat either fak or frelh. 

The country where they were found grazing was remarkably plca- 
fiint to the eye j every where the foot trod on thick and luxuriant 
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grafs; the trees were thinly fcattered, and free from underwood, ex- 
cept in particular /'pots j feveral beautiful flats prefented large ponds, 
covered with ducka and the black fwan, the margins of which were 
fringed with fhrubs of the mod delightful tints, and the ground rofe 
from thefe levels into hills of eafy afcent. 

The queflion how thefe cattle came hither appeared eafy of folu- 
tion. The few that were loft in 1788, two bulls and five cows, travelled 
without interruption in a weftern dire£lion until they came to the 
banks of the Nepean. Arrived there, and finding the croflTmg as eafy 
as when the Governor had forded it, they came at once into a well- 
watered country, and amply ftorcd with grafs. From this place they 
had no inducenient to move. They were in polfeflion of a country 
equal to their fupport, and in which they remained undifturbed. The 
fettlers had not till then travelled quite fo far weftward ; and but few 
natives were to be found thereabouts j they were likely, therefore, 
to remain for years unmolefted, and fecurely to propagate their 
fpccies. 

It was a moft pleafant circumftance, to have in the woods of New 
Holland a thriving herd of wild cattle. Many propofals were made 
to bring them into the lettlement; but in the day of want, if thefii 
fhould be facrificed, in what better condition would the colony be for 
having poflefled a herd of cattle in the woods ? a herd which, if fuf- 
fered to remain undifturbed for fome years, would, like the cattle of 
South America, always prove a market fufficient for the inhabitants of 
that country ; and, perhaps, not only for their own Confumption, but 
for exportation. The Governor faw it in this light, and determined to 
guard, as much as was in his power, againft any attempts to deftroy 
them. 

On his return he found fome very fine ground att the back of Pro- 
fpe<ft Hill. The weather during this excurfion was fo intenfely hot, 
that on one of the days, as the party pafled through a part of the 
country which was on fire, a terrier dog died by the way. 


Nothing 
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Nothing was heard of the natives at the river : all was quiet there. 
About Sydney their attention had been for fome time engrolTed by 
Ben-nil-long, who arrived with the Governor. On his 6rft appearance, 
he conduced hirafelf with poliftied familiarity toward his fillers and 
other relations } but to his acquaintance he was dillant, and quite the 
man of confequencc. He declared, in a tone and with an air that 
fcemed to expeO: compliance, that he Ihould no longer fufier them 
to fight and cut each other’s throats, as they had done; that he Ihould 
introduce peace among them, and make them love each other. He 
exprefled his wilh, that when they vifited him at Government-houfe, 
they would contrive to be fomewhat more cleanly in their perfons, 
and lefs coarfe in their manners ; and he leemed abiblutely offended 
at fome little indelicacies which he obferved in his fifter Car-rang-ar- 
rang, who came in fuch hafte from Botany Bay, with a little nephew 
on her back, to vifit him, that ftie left her habiliments behind her, 
Ben-nil-long had certainly not been an inattentive obferver of the 
manners of the people among whom he had lived : he conduced 
himfelf with great propriety at table, particularly in the obfervance of 
thofe attentions which are chiefly requifite in the prefence of women. 
HU drefs appeared to be an obje<St of no fmall concern with him ; 
and every one who knew him before he left the country, and who 
faw him on his return, pronounced without hefitatlon, that Ben-nil- 
long had not any defire to renounce the habits and comforts of the 
civilized life wfiich he appeared fo readily and fo fuccefsfully to adopt. 

His inquiries were direded, immediately on his arrival, after his 
wife Go-roo-bar-roo-bool-lo ; and her he found with Caruey. On 
producing a very fafhionable rofe-coloured petticoat and jacket made 
of a coarfe fluff, accompanied with a gypfy bonnet of the fame colour, 
file deferted her lover, and followed her former hufband. In a few 
days, however, to the furprife of every one, the lady was feen walk- 
ing unincumbered with clothing of any kind, and Bcn-nil-long was 
miffing. Caruey was fought for ; and it was then difeovered that he 
had been feverely beaten by Ben-nil-long ; who retained fo much of 
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Engli(li cuftoms, that he made ufe of hU Sfts inftead of the weapons 
of his country, to the great annoyance of Caruey, who would have 
preferred meeting his rival fairly in the field armed with the fpear and 
the club. Carney being much the younger man, the lady, every inch 
a woman, followed her inclination, and Ben-nil-long was compelled to 
yield her without any further oppofition. He feenied to have been 
fatisfied with the beating that he had given Caruey, and hinted, that, 
refting for the prefent without a wife, he fliould look about him, and 
at fome future period make a better choice. His abfence from the 
Governor’s houfe now became frequent, and Ihtle attended to. When 
he went out heufually left his clothes behind, carefully refaming thena 
on his return, before he made his vifit to the Governor. 

During November, one man and a woman, attempting to crofs a 
creek at the Hawkefbury by a tree which had been thrown over, fell 
in and were drowned j and one man had died there, of the bite of a 
fnakc. Three male convicts died at Sydney. 

The harveft was begun early in December when the Cape wheat 
(a bearded kind of grain differing much from the Englifh) was found 
univerfally to have failed, and was pronounced not worth the labour of 
fowing. 

A quantity of ufeful timber having been for fome time pad indif* 
criminateiy cut down upon the banks of the river Hawkefbury, and 
the creeks running from it, which had been wafled, or applied to pur- 
pofes for which timber of lefs value would have anfwered equally well, 
the Governor, among other colonial regulations, thought it neceffary 
to diredt, that no timber whatever fhould be cut down on any ground 
which was not marked out on either the banks or creeks of that river : 
and, in order to preferve as much as poffible fuch timber j as might be 
of ufe either for building or for naval purpofes, he ordered the king’s 
mark to be immediately put on all fuch timber ; after which any per- 
fons offending againfl the order were to be profecuted. This order ex- 
tended only to grounds not granted to individuals, there being a claufe 
in all grants from the crown, exprefsly referving, under pain of for- 
feiture, 
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fciturc, for the ufe thereof, “ fucli timber as might be growing or to 
grow hereafter upon the land fo granted, which fliould be deemed fit 
for naval purpofes.” 

Tlie Governor, who had been afraid, from the exiftence of the cat- 
tle being eftablifhed, that fome of the vagabond convicts might be 
tempted to find them out, and fatisfy their hunger by killing them 
from time to time, as they might find opportunity, was not furprifed 
to hear that two of them had been deftroyed. A very flri^l inquiry 
into the report, how'ever, convinced him that it had been railed only 
for the purpofe of trying how fuch a circumftancc would be regarded. 
His Excellency thought it neceflary, therefore, to ftate in public orders, 
that Having, heard it reported, that fome perfon or perfons, who 
had been permitted to carry arms for the protedlion of themfelves 
and property,- had lately employed that indulgence in an attempt to 
deftroy the cattle belonging to government, which were at large- in 
the woods, he declared that if it fhould be difeovered that any perfon 
whatever llrould ufe any meafure to deftroy or otherwife annoy them, 
they would be profecuted with the utmoft feyerity of the law.” A 
reward was alfo held out to any perfon giving information. 

The harveft having commenced, the Governor fignified to the fet- 
tlers, that “ although it had hitherto been the intention and the prac- 
tice of Government to give them every poflible encouragement, as well 
as others who had employed themfelves in growing corn, by taking 
off their hands all their furplus grain at fuch prices as had from time 
to time been thought fair and reafonable, it was not, however, to be 
expeQed, as the colony advanced in the means of fupplying irfclf 
with bread, that fuch a heavy expcncc could be continued. He, 
therefore, recommended to them to confidcr what redudion in tlie 
price of wheat and Indian corn they could at prefent fubintt to, as 
their offers in tliat refped would determine him how far it might he 
neceflary in future to cultivate on the part of Government, inftead of 
t'lking or purchafing a quantity from individuals at fo great a price. 
This propofal, he thought, could not be confi Jered otherwife .tlian as 
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fair and reafonable, when it was recolle<^ed that the means by which 
individuals had fo far improved their farms, had arifen from the very 
liberal manner in which government had given up the labour of fq 
great a number of its own fervants, to aflift the induftry of pthers, 
He further faid, that if this rcprefentation (hould fail of the effect which 
he hoped and expeded, by procuring a redudion of the prefent high 
price of grain, he fhould think it his duty to propofe, that thofe who 
were aflifted with fervants from government fhould at leaft undertake 
to furnifh thofe fervants with bread. 

A report from the river was current at this time, that the natives 
had aflembled in a large body, and attacked a few fcttlcrs, who had 
ehofen farms low down the river, and beyond the reach of protedion 
from the other fettlers, dripping them of every article that they could 
find in their huts. An armed party was diredly font out, who, com- 
ing up with them, killed four men and one woman, badly wounded a 
child, and took four men prifoners. It might have been fuppofed, 
that thefe punifhments, following the enormities fo immediately, w'ould 
have taught the natives to keep at a greater didanoe j but nothing 
fecmed to deter them from profecuting the revenge which- they had 
vowed againd the fettlers for the injuries that they had recdved at 
their hands. 

A report prevailed, that black Caefar, a convid, and a favage of a 
daricer hue, had in his life done one meritorious adion, by killing Per- 
mul-wy, who had jud before wounded Collins (the native), fo dange- 
roufly, that his recovery was a matter of very great doubt .with the 
fuigeon at the hofpital, wlipfe aifi dance Collins had requeded as foon 
as he had been brought into the town by his friends. A barbed fpear 
had been driven into his loins clofe by the vertebra; of the back, and 
was fo completely fixed, that all the efforts of the furgeons to remove 
it with their indrumeaits were ineffedual. Finding, after a day or 
two, that it could pot be difplaced by art, Collins iefi; the hofpital, de- 
termined to truft to mature ; and it was aderwards found that his trud 
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had not been vain, though they faw him for feveral weeks walking 
about with the fpear utimoved, even after fuppuration had taken 
plate ; but they at laft heard, that his wife had fixed her teeth in the 
woufxd and drawn it out ; after which he recovered, and was able 
again to go into the field. During his illnefs, his wife War-re- weer 
foewed by an 'uncommon attention that her attachment was fuperior 
to that of many a more poliflxed female. CoHins’s recovery gave ge- 
neral fatisfaftion, as he was much cfteemed by every white man who 
knew him, as well for his perfonad hravery, of which they had wit- 
ne'fied many dJftlnguiftiing proofs, as on account of a gentlenefs of 
manners that ftrongly marked his difpofition, and fhaded off the harfli 
lines which his uncivilized life now and then forced into the fore 
ground. 

At the Hawkefoury, in the heginning of the month, an extraordi- 
nary meteorological phanomenon occurred. Four farms on the creek 
were totally cut up by a fall, not of hail or of fnow, but of large flakes 
of ice. tt was ftated -by the ofBcer who had the command of the 
military there, that the ihower pafled in a diredion N.W. taking fuch 
farms as fell witlun its courfc. The effed was extraordinary j the 
wheat ftien ftanding was beaten down, the ears cut off, and the grain 
perfedly thraflied out. Of the Indian corn the large thick ftalks were 
hrokeiH and the cobs found lying at the roots. A man who was too 
far diftant from a houfe to enter it in time, was glad to take fodter in 
the hollow of a tree. The fidcs of the trees which were oppofed to 
its fury, appeared as if large fliot had been difcharged againft them, 
and the ground was covered with finall twigs from foe branches. On 
that part of the race-ground which k croffed, the ftronger flirubs were 
found cut to pieces, while the weaker, by yielding to the ftorm, were 
only beaten down. The two fuccecding days were remarkably mild j 
notwithftanding which, tho ice remained on the ground nearly a» 
large as when it fell. Some flakes of it were brought to the oflicer on 
the fecond day, which mcafured from fix to eight inches long, and at 
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that time were two fipgers at leaftid thicknefs. Nothing of this kind 
had been felt at Parramatta or at Sydney. 

There died, during the year 1795, one affiftant fuigeon ; one lez^ 
jeant ; two fettlers ; thirteen male convid^s ; feven female convida, 
and one child ; and one male convidl was executed. . Making a total 
of twenty-fix perfons who loft their lives during the year. 
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. ' < CHAP. XIV. 

THE ARTffVR ARRIVES FROM mOlA.—fR ANCIS FROM NORROL& ISLAND.*** 
PLAYHOUSE .OVEN fiD.^STlLLS Dt8TaOY£D.-*>CSRES STORE8HIP ARftirED. 
—AND EXPERIMENT FROM INDIA.— SHIP OTTER FROM AMERICA.— NA- 
TIVES. — DEATHS. — A TRANSPORT ARRIVES WITH PRISONERS PROM IRE- 
LAND. — A CRIMINAL COURT HELD.— BLAClC CJESAR SHOT.— OTTER 
TAKES AWAY MR. MUIR. — ABIGAIL FROM AMERICA ARRIVES. — A FOR- 
CERY COMMITTED.— WORKS. — PARTICULARS RESPECTINO MR. BAMP- 

TON, AND OF THE FATE OF CAPTAIN HILL AND MR. CARTER. A 

SCHOONER ARRIVES FROM DUSKY BAY.— CROPS BAD.— ROBBERIES COM- 
MITTED.— NATIVES.— BENNILLONG.— CORNWALLIS SAILS.— OERALD AND 
SKIRVINO DIE.— ^ORDERS. — THE SUPPLY RETURNS.— THE SUSAN ARRIVES 
FROM NORTH AMERICA. — AND THE INDISPENSABLE FROM ENGLAND.- A 
CRIMINAL AND CIVIL COURT HELD.— SICK. — THEFTS COMMITTED. — THE 
BRITANNIA ARRIVES FROM BENGAL. MR. RAVEN’s OPINION ON THE PAS- 

SAGE TO INDIA.— STATE OE THE SETTLERS.— THE GOVERNOR GOES TO 
MOUNT HUNTER. — DEATHS. — TWOlilEN KILLED. — CONSEQUENT REGULA- 
TIONS. — THE BRITANNIA HIRED TO PROCEED TO ENGLAND REPORT OF 

THE NATIVES.— A CRIMINAL COURT ASSEMBLED. — A SETTLER EXECUTED 
FOR MURDER. — THE SWAN SAILS.— SHIP FROM BOSTON. — DEATHS.— WEA- 
THER. — A TEMPORARY CHURCH OPENED AT PARRAM ATTA,— THE SUP- 
PLY SAILS.— ACCOUNT OF STOCK. — LAND IN CULTIVATION, AND NUM- 
BERS IN THE COLONY. — A MURDER COMMITTED. — BRITANNIA SAILS FOR 
ENGLAND.— GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

QN the firft of January, the Arthur brig anchored in the Cove from 
Calcutta. Mr. Barber, the matter, who had vifited Port Jackfon 
in 1794 in the fame veflel, had been induced by the fuccefs that he 
then met with to pay a fccond vifit to its inhabitants, wiih a fimilar 
cargo as to the nature of the articles, but of much larger value than 
that which he then fold. He had been thirteen weeks on his paflage, 
and had heard nothing of the Britannia. 


In 
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la caa^queace of the order iflued refpet^ng t redq<flbiQn in the 
price of wheat, the fettlers, having confulted among themfelves, deputed 
a certain number from the different diftrifts to ftatc tp the Governor the 
hardftups they fhould be fohjeded to by a redu<^ion in the price of 
grain, at ieaft for that feafon. He therefore confented to purchafe 
their crops pf wheat at ten fhillings per bulhel ; but at the fame time 
aifured them, that a reduction would be made in the enfuing feafon, 
unlefs fome unforefeen and unavoidable circumftances fhould occur to 
render it unneceffary. 

The officers who held ground offered to give up two of the number 
of men that the Governor had allowed them, and to take two others 
off the provifion ftore } which propofal was diredted to be carried 
into execution. 

Some of Jthe more decent clafs of prifoners, male and female, having 
a fhort time fince obtained permiffion to prepare a playhoufc at Sydney, 
it was opened on the i6th, with the play of The Revenge, and the 
entertainment of The Hotel. They had fitted up the fioufe with 
more theatrical propriety than could have been expeded, and their 
performance was far above con^mpt. Their motto was modefl: and 
well chofen— “ Wc cannot command fuccefs ; but we will endeavour 
to deferve it.” Of their drefles the greater part was made by them- 
felves ; but it was underfiood that fome veteran articles from the York 
theatre were among the heft that made their appearance. 

At the licenfing of this exhibition they were informed, that the 
flighteft impropriety would be noticed, and a repetition punifhed by 
the banilhment of their company to the other fettlements ; there was, 
however, more danger of improprieties being committed by fome of 
the audience than by the players themfelves* A feat in their gallery, 
which was by far the largeft part of the houfc, as likely to be the moft 
reforted to, was to be procured for one {billing; and, as much flour, 
or as much meat or fpirits; as the manager would take for that fiim, 
was often paid at the gallery door. & was feared that this, like gam- 
bling, would furnifh another inducement to rob ; and fome of the 
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worit of the convids, ever on the watch for opportunities, looked on 
the play-houfe as a certain hanreft for them, not by picking the 
pockets of the audience, but by breaking into their houfes while the 
family might be enjoying themfelves at the theatre. 

Among other objeds of civil regulation which required the Gover- 
nor’s attention, was, to remedy an evil of great magnitude. It appeared, 
that for a confiderable time paft they had been in the pradlice of mak- 
iifg and vending a fpirit, the quality of which was of fo deftru^ive a 
nature, that the health of the fettlement in general was much endan- 
gered. 

A practice fo iniquitous and ruinous, being not only direft difobe- 
dienc’e of bis Majefty’s commands, but deftrudtive of the welfare of 
the colony in general, the Governor in the molt politive manner for- 
bade all perfons, on any pretence whatfoever, to diftil fpirituous liquors 
of any kind or quality, on pain of fuch fteps being taken for their pu- 
nilhment, as would effedually prevent a repetition of fo dangerous ait 
offence. The conftables of the different diftri&s, as well as all other 
perfons whofe duty it was to preferve order, were ftri^ly enjoined to 
be extremely vigilant in difcovering and giving information, where, 
and in whofe polTeffion, any article or machine for the purpofe of dif- 
tilling fpirits might then be, or Ihould hereafter be eredted, in oppo^ 
fition to this notification of the Governor’s refolution. In purfuance 
of thefe diredlions, feveral ftills were found and deftroyed, to the great 
regret of the owners, who, from a bulhel of wheat (worth at the 
public liore ten Ihillings), dillilled a gallon of a new and poifonous 
fpirit, which they retailed directly from the ftill at five Ihillings per 
quart bottle, and fometimes more. This was not merely paid away^ 
for labour, as was pretended, but fold for the purpofe of intoxicatioa 
to whoever would bring ready money. 

The many robberies which were almoft daily and nightly commit- 
ted, rendered it expedient that feme fteps fliould be taken to put a ftop^ 
to an evil fo deftru^tive of the happinefs and comfort of the induftti- 
ous inhabitants. Several attempts had been made by the Com miliary, 
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to afcertain the number of arms in the pofleiHon of individuals ; it 
being feared, that, inftead of their being properly diftributed among 
the fettlers for their protedion, many were to be found in the hands 
of perfons who ufed them in (hooting, or in committing depredatfons. 
It was attempted a fccond time to difcover their number, by direfting 
all perfons (the military excepted) who were in pofleflion of arms, to 
bring them to the Commiflary’s Office, where, after reglftering them, 
they were to receive certificates (igned by him, of their being permit- 
ted to carry fuch arms. 

Some few fettlers, who valued their arms as necelTary to their de- 
fence againft the natives and againft thieves, haflened to the office for 
their certificate ; but of between two and three hundred Hands of arms 
which belonged to the crown not fifty were accounted for. 

Black Caefar was Hill in the woods with feveral others of his own 
fiamp, all of whom were armed ; and as he fent word, that he neither 
would return nor fuffer himfelf to be taken alive, it became necelTary 
to fecure him. Notice was therefore given, that whoever Ihould make 
him their prifoner, and bring him to the Governor, Ihould be re- 
warded. 

The fettlers, and thofe people who were occafionally fupplied with 
ammunition by the officers, were informed that if they Ihould be 
hereafter difeovered to have fo abufed the confidence placed in them, 
as to fupply thofe common plunderers with any part of this ammu- 
nition, they Ihould be deemed accomplices in the robberies commit- 
ted by them, and Heps would be taken to bring them to punilhment 
as acceifaries. 

To relieve the mind from the contemplation of circumHancet fo 
irkfome to humanity, on the 23d the Ceres ftore-ihip arrived from 
England. It was impoffible that a fliip could ever reach that diftant ' 
part of his Majefty’s dominions from England, or from any other 
part of the worid, without bringing a change to the ideas of its inha- 
bitants, or even without giving fome variety to riieir amufements. 
The introdu4rion of a ftranger among them bad ever been an objed 

of 
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of fome moment ; for every attention was confidered as due to him 
\Vho had left the civilized world to vifit thofe fo far removed <TOm it. 
The perfonal intereft that he might have in the vifit wiS forgotten ; 
and from the folicitude to hear news each contended who ftiould be 
firft in adls of hofpitality. If he afterwards found himfelf neglefted, 
it was bccaufe he . was no longer a flranger ; his intelligence vTas ex* 
liaufted, and he had funk into thje mere tradefman. 

This fliip had on board ftores and provifions for the fettlement. 
She had touched at the ifland of Amfterdam in her way to Port Jack- 
fon, and taken off four men, two Trench and two Englifh, who had 
■lived there three years, having been left from a brig which was taken 
on to China by the Lion man of war. One of the Frenchmen, M. 
Perron, apparently deferved a better kind of fociety than his compa- 
nions fupplied. He had kept an accurate and neatly-written journal 
of his proceedings, with fome well-drawn views of the fpot to which 
he was fo long confined. It appeared, that they had, in the hope of 
their own or fome other VelTel arriving to take them off, eolle^ed and 
cured feveral thonfanda of feal-lkins, wfcich, however, they were 
compelled to abandon. M. Perron and his companions had fub- 
fifted for the laft eighteen months on the fieth of feals. 

The day follpwing this arrival the fignal announced a fecond, which 
proved to be the fnow Experiment, commanded by Mr. Edward 
MHIllelhn, who had before been in that country ; and a few hours 
after, the thip Otter, from Bofton, in North America, anchored ka the 
Cove. Mr. M'OeUan had on board a large inveflment of India goods,, 
muflins, calicoes, chintzes, foap, fugar, fpirits, and a variety of fmall 
articles, apparently the fweepings.of a Bengal bazar; the fale of 
which inveftment he expected would produce ten or twelve thotriand 
pounds. 

The American, cithcfr finding the market overftocked, or having 
had feme other motive fot touching at Port Jackfon, declared th« He 
had WOthing for fale ; but that he could, as a favour, fpare two bog* 
(head^ of Jamaica rum, thtee pipes of Madeira, fixty-elght quarter 
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calks of Lilbon wine, four chefts and a half of Bohea tea, and two 
hogfheads of melafles. He had touched at the late refidence of M. 
Perron, the ifland of Amftcrdam, and brought off as many of the 
feal-lkins (his veflel being bound to China, after vifiting the north-weft 
coaft of America) as he could take on board. 

Be-nil-Iong’s influence over his countrymen not extending to the 
natives at the river, frelh accounts of their violence were received. 
They attacked a man who had been allowed to ply with a paflTage- 
boat between the port of Sydney and the river, and wounded him (it 
was feared mortally) ; and they were beginning again to annoy the 
fettlers there. 

Notwithftanding the reward offered for apprehending Black Csefar, 
he remained at large ; and fcarcely a morning arrived without a com- 
plaint being made to the magiftrates of a lofs of property fuppofed to 
have been occafioned by him. In fa<ft, every theft that was commit- 
ted was aferibed to him or fome of the vagabonds* who were in the 
woods, the number of whom at this time amounted to fix or eight. 

On the nth of February an addition of two hundred and thirty- 
three male and female convicts was given to the fettlements by the 
arrival of the Marquis Cornwallis tranfport from Ireland. This 
veffel was commanded by Mr. Michael Hogan, from whom it was 
learned, that a confpiracy had been formed to take the Ihip from him ; 
but, the circumftances of it being happily difclofed in time, he was 
enabled to prevent it j and, having fufficient evidence of the exiftence 
of the confpiracy, he caufed the principals of thofe concerned to 
be feverely punilhed, firft taking the opinions of all the free people 
who were on board. A military guard, confifting of two fubaltems 
ahd a proportionate number of privates of the New South Wales corps 
(principally drafts from other regiments), was embarked in his fhip. 
The prifoners were in general healthy j but fome of thofe who had 
been puniftied were not quite recovered, and on landing were fent to 
the hofpital. It appeared, that the men were for the moft part of the 
defeription of people termed Defenders, defperate, and ripe for any 
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fcheme from which danger and deftru<aion were likely to enfue. The 
women were of the fame complexion^ and their ingenuity and cruelty 
were difplayed in the part that they were to take in the purpofed in* 
furre«5tion ; which was, the preparing of pulverifed glafs to mix with 
the flower, of which the feamen were to make their puddings. What 
jin importation ! 

The Marquis Cornwallis had flopped at the ifland of St. Helena and 
the Cape of Good Hope. From the latter of which places they brought 
the pleafing intelligence of its having furrendered to his Majefty’s 
arms, and being in pofleflion of the Englilh. General Craig, the com- 
mander in chief on fliorc, and Commodore Blankett, each fei^t an of> 
ficial communication of this important circumflance to Governor 
Hunter, and flated their deflre to aflifl in any thing that might be 
of fervice to the fettlement, when the feafon iliould ofler for fending 
the Ihips under his orders to the Cape of Good Hope for fupplies. 

The gentlemen of the fettlement heard with infinite regret of the 
death of Colonel Gordon, whofe attentions to the colony,, at every op* 
portunity thit prefcnted itfelf, could never be forgotten. He was in- 
deed a favoured fon of fcience, and liberally extended the advantages 
which that fcience gave lum, wherever he thought they could promote 
the welfare of liis fellow-creatures. 

On the 15th a criminal court had met for the trial of two prifoners 
for a burglary, when information was received, that Black Cajfar 
had that morning been Ihot by one Wimbow, This man and another, 
allured by the reward, had been for fome days in quefl of him. Find- 
ing his liaunt, they concealed themfelvesall night at the edge of a brulh, 
which they had perceived him enter in the dulk of the evening. 
In the morning he came out; when, looking round him* and feeing 
his danger, he prefented his raufket ; but before he could- pull the 
trigger Wimbow fired and fhot him, and he died in a few hours. Thus 
^qded a man, who certainly, during, his life, could iwver have beeii' 
eflip^ated at more than one remove above the brute, and who had 
given more trouble than, any other, convi^i in the fettlement. 

' ■ ' ■ - ■ • On- 
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On the 1 8th failed for the north-weft coaft of America the. Otter, 
in which went Mr, Thomas Muir (one of the perfons fent out for fc- 
dition), and feveral other convi£ls whofe ientences of tranfportation 
were not expired. Mr. Muir conceived, that in withdrawing (though 
clandeftinely) from that country, he was only aflerting his freedom, 
and meant, if he (hould arrive in fafety, to enjoy what he deemed 
himfelf to have regained of it in America, until the time fhould come 
when he might return to his own country with credit and comfort. 
He purpofed pradfiftng at the American bar as an advocate ; a point 
of information which he left behind him in a letter. At Sydney he 
had chiefly pafled his time in literary eafe and retirement, living out 
of the town at a little fpot of ground which he had purchafed for the 
purpofe of feclufion. 

Difcharging the ftore-fliips formed the principal labour of the 
month ; during one or two hot days of which, the fhrubs and brufli- 
wood about the weft point of the cove caught fire, and burnt within a 
few yards of the magazine. On its being extinguiftied, the powder 
was removed for a few days on board the Supply, until fome fecu* 
rity againft any future accident of that kind could be thrown up round 
the building. 

By the return of the Reliance from Norfolk Ifland, accounts were 
received, that Mr. Bampton, who had left Port Jackfon in September, 
on reaching Dulky Bay, in New Zealand, found his (hip fo leaky, 
that, with the advice of his officers and people, Ihe was run on ffiore 
and fcuttled. By great good fortune they found there a fmall Vefliel, 
which had been built by the carpenter of the Britannia, when left with 
the mate and others in that fhip’s firft voyage from thence to the Cape 
of Good Hope. Her they completed and launched. It may be re- 
membered, that in addition to the large number of perfons which Mr. 
Bampton had perraiffion to take from Port Jackfon, nearly as many 
more found means to fecrete themfelves on board his ffiip and the 
Fancy. For thefe, as well as his officers and Ihip's company, he had 
now to provide a paflage from the truly defolate fliores of New 
Zealand (a fufficient puniftiment for his ingratitude in taking them 
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away). He accordingly, after fitting as a fchooner the vefTel which 
he had launched, and naming her the Providence, failed with her and 
the Fancy for Norfolk Ifland, having on board as many of the offi- 
cers and people who reached Dufky Bay with him as they could con- 
tain, leaving the remainder to proceed in a veffel which one of them 
undertook to conftrud out of the Endeavour’s long boat. The Fancy 
and Providence arrived fafe at Norfolk Ifland, whence they failed for 
China on the 31ft day of January. 

This unlucky termination of the voyage of the Endeavour, when 
added to the difficulties and dangers which Mr. Bampton had met with 
in the Shah Hormuzear, on his return to India, appeared fufficient to 
difeourage him from again venturing to fpeculate in Port Jackfon. 

In the courfe of this narrative, the different reports received re- 
fpeding the fate of the boat which landed on Tate Ifland, have been 
flated. In a Calcutta newfpaper, brought to Sydney, they now found 
a printed account of the whole of that tranfaflion,* which filled up 
that chafin in the flory which the parties themfelves alone could 
fupply. 

By referring to the account given in the month of July 1 794, as 
communicated by Mr. Dell, it will appear, that the fhip, having been 
driven to leeward of the ifland after the boat left her, was three days 
before fhe could work up to it. When Mr. Dell went on fhore to 
fearch for Captain Hill and his companions, he could only, at his 
return, produce what he thought incontellable proofs of their having 
been murdered ; fuch as their great coats, a lanthorn, tomahawk, &c. 
and three hands, one of which, from a certain mark, was fuppofed to 
have belonged to Mr. Carter. Of the boat, after the moft diligent 
fearch round the ifland, he could find no trace. By the account now 
publifhed, and which bore every mark of authenticity, it appeared, 
that when the boat, in which tbefe unfortunate gentlemen were, had 
reached the ifland on the 3d of July I 793 » natives received them 

• This account is reprinted at len^h In the European Magazine, vol. XXXI. p. 310. 350. 
and it very affeaing. 
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very kindly, and conduced them to a convenient place for landing. 
After diftributing fome preflmts among them, with which they ap- 
peared very much fatisfied, it was propofed, that Meffrs. Garter, Shaw, 
and Afeott, (hoiild proceed to the top of a high land which they had 
noticed, and that Captain Hill fliould ftay by the boat, with her crew, 
confiding of four feamen belonging to the Chefterfield. 

The inland party, taking the precaution to arm, and provide thera- 
felves with a necefTary quantity of ammunition, fet off. Nothing un- 
friendly occurred during their walk, though feveral little circumftances 
happened, which induced Afeott to fufped^ that the natives had fome 
defign upon them ; an idea, however, which was fcouted by hia 
companions. 

On their return from the hill, hoflile defigns became apparent, and 
the natives feemed to be deterred from murdering them merely by the 
activity of Afeott, who, by prefenting his mulket occafionally, kept 
them off ; but, notwithftanding his adivity and vigilance, the natives 
at length made their attack. They began by attempting to take Afeott^s 
mufket from him, finding that he was the moft likely to annoy them; 
diredly after which, Mr. Carter, who was the foremoft of the party, 
was heard to exclaim, “ My God, my God ! they have murdered 
me.” Afeott, who ftill retained his muiket, immediately fired, on 
which the natives left them and fled into the buflies. Afeott now had 
time to look about him, and faw what he juftly deemed a horrid fpec- 
tacle, Mr. Carter lying bleeding on the ground, and Mr. Shaw with a 
large wound in his throat. They were both, however, able to rife, 
and proceed down the hill to the boat. On their arrival at the beach, 
they called to their companions to fire ; but, to their extreme horror, 
they perceived Captain Hill and one of the feamen lying dead on the 
fand, cut and mangled in a moft barbarous manner. Two others of 
the feamen they faw floating on the water, with their throats cut from 
car to car. The fourth failor they found dead in the boat, mangled in 
the fame (hocking manner. With much difliculty thefe, unhappy 
people got into their boat, and, cutting her grapnel, pulled off from 
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this treacherous fhore. While this was performing, they clearly faw 
the natives, whom in their account llfey term voracious cannibals, 
dragging the bodies of Captain Hill and the feamen from the beach 
toward feme large fires, which they fuppofed were prepared for the 
occafion, yelling and howling at the fame time moft difmally. Thefe 
wretched furvivors of their companions having feen, from the top of 
the hill whither their ill-fated curiofity had led them, a large fand-bank 
not far from the ifland, determined to run under the lee of it, as they 
very redbnably hoped that boats would the next morning be fent 
after them from the (hip. They experienced very little reft or eafe 
that night, and when daylight appeared found that they had drifted 
nearly out of fight of the ifland, and to leeward of the fand-bank. 

Deeming it in vain to attempt reaching the bank, after examining 
what was left in the boat, (a few of the trifles which they had put 
into her to buy the friendftiip of the natives, and Afeott’s great-coat, 
but neither a compafs nor a morfel of provifions,) they determined, by 
the advice of Shaw, who of thefe three miferable people was the only 
one that underftood any thing of navigation, to run dire£t for Timor, 
for which place the wind was happily fair. To the weftward, there- 
fore, they direded their courfe, trufting to that Providence which had 
delivered them from the cannibals at Tate Ifland. 

Without provifions, deftitute of water, and almoft without bodily 
ftrength, it cannot be doubted that their fuflferings were very great be- 
fore they reached a place of fafety and relief. They left the ifland on 
the 3d of July, the day on which their companions were butchered. 
On the yth, having on the preceding day pafled a fand-bank covered 
with birds, they providentially, in the morning, found two fmall birds 
in the boat, one of which they immediately divided into three parts, 
and were confiderably relieved by eating it. On the 8th they found 
themfelves with land on both fides. Through thefe ftraits they paflTed 
and continued their courfe to the weftward. All that could be done 
with their wounds was to keep them clean by opening them occa- 
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fionally, and waflhing them with fait water. On the nth they faw 
land, and pufhcd thqir boat into a bay, all agreeing that they had better 
truft to the chance of being well received on (hore, than to that of pe- 
rifliing in the courfe of a dny or two more at fea. There they pro- 
cured fome water and a roafted yam from the natives, who alfo gave 
them to underiland that Timor was to the fouthward of them. Not 
thinking themfclves quite fo fafe here as they would be at Coupang, 
they again embarked. They foon after found a proa in chace of them, 
which they eluded by {landing with their boat over a reef that the 
proa would not encounter. On the morning of the 13th they faw a 
point of land a-head, which, with the wind as it then was^ they could 
not weather. They therefore ran into a fmall bay, where the natives 
received them, calling out “ Bligh ! BHgh ! ” Here they landed, were 
hofpitably received, and providentially fared from tlie horror of perilL* 
ing by famine. 

This place was called by the natives Sarrett, and was (tilling from 
Timor Land, which was the firft place they refrelhed at. They were 
alfo informed, that there was another fmall ifland to the northward,, 
called by them Fardatta ; but which in fome charts was named Tana- 
bor. They alfo underflood that a proa came yearly from Banda to 
trade at Tanabor, and that her arrival was expedled in the courfe of 
feven or eight months. They were much gratified with this informa- 
tion, and foon found that they had fallen into the hands of a hofpitable 
and humane race of people. On the ajth of July Mr. Carter-s wound 
was entirely healed, after having had thirteen piwes of the frj^ured 
ikull taken out. But this gentleman was fated not long to furvive his 
fufferings. He remained in perfe<a health until the 17th of November, 
when he caught a fever, of which he died on the loth of December, 
much regretted by his two friends (for adverfity makes friends of thofe 
who, perhaps, in other fituations would never have fhaken hands). 

The two furvivors waited in anxious expedation for the arrival of 
the annual trading proa from Banda. To their great joy Ihc canie on 
the 1 2th of March 1794 j they failed for Banda on the loth of April, 
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and arrived there on the ift of May following, where they were re- 
ceived with the greateft hofpitality by the governor, who fupplied 
them with every thing neccITary for people in their fituation, and pro- 
vided them with a paffage on board an Indiaman bound to Batavia, 
where they arrived on the loth of the following Odober j adding 
another to the many inftanccs of efcape from the perils which attend 
on thofe whofe hard fate have driven them to navigate the ocean in 
an open boat* 

Hard indeed was the fate of Captain Hill and Mr. Carter. They 
were gentlemen of liberal education, qualified to adorn the circles of 
life in which their rank in fociety placed them. How lamentable thus 
to periih, the one by the hands and rude weapons of barbarous fa- 
vages, cut off in the prime of life and moft perfedt enjoy nient of his fa- 
culties, loft for ever to a widowed parent and a fifter whom he ten- 
derly loved, his body mangled, roafted, and devoured by cannibals ; 
the other, after efcaping from thofe cannibals, to periih * in a country 
where all were ftrangers to him, except his two companions in 
mifery, to give up all his future profpedls in life, never more to meet 
the cheering eye of friendihip or of love, and without having had the 
melancholy fatisfaOiion of recounting his perils, his efcape, and fuffer- 
ings, to thofe who would fympathize with him in the tale of his 
forrows. 

On the loth of March the American failed for the north weft coaft 
of America. In her went Mr. James Fitzpatrick Knarelbro*, a gen- 
tleman whofe hard lot it had been to be doomed to baniftiment for 
life from bis native country, Ireland, and the enjoyment of a com- 
fortable fortune which he there poffeffed. He lived during his reft- 
dence at Parramatta with the moft rigid economy and fevere felf- 
denial even of the common comforts of life. 

* It k evident, if this aeconnt be true, that Mr. Dell muft have been miftaken in hia opinion 
of having carried on board the Shah Honnuzcar a hand which, from a certain nark on it, he 
knew to have belonged to Mr, Carter. 
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It was remarked with concern, that the crops of this feafon proved 
in general bad, the wheat being almoft every where mixed with a 
weed named by the farmers Drake. It was occafioned by the ground 
being overwrought, from a greedinefs to make it produce golden Iiar- 
vefts every feafon, without allowing it time to recruit itfcif from crop 
to crop, or being able to afford it manure. 

At the Hawkelbury, where alone any promife of agricultural ad- 
vantage was to be found, the fettlers were irnmerfcd in intoxication. 
Riot and madnefs marked their condu£t ; and this was to be attributed 
to the fpirits that, in defiance of every precaution, found their way 
thither. Robberies were every where more frequent now than they 
had been for fome time j fcarcely a niglit paffing without at Icaft an 
attempt being made. 

Reports were again received during the month, of frefh outrages 
committed by the natives at the river. The fchooner wliich had been 
fent round with provifions faw fome of thefe people off a high point 
of land named Portland Head, who menaced them with their fpears, 
and carried in their appearance every mark of hoftility. The governor 
being at this time on an excurfion to that fettlement (by water), one 
of his party landed on the fliore oppofite Portland Head, and faw at 
a ihort diftance a large body of natives, who he underftood had affem- 
bled for the purpole of burning the corpfe of a man who had been 
killed in fome conteff among themfelves. 

About this time Bennillong, who occafionally fliook off the habits 
of civilized life, and went into the woods for a few days with his fif- 
ters and other friends, fent in word that he had had a coated with his 
bofom friend Cole- be, in which he had been fo much the fufferer,that 
until his wounds were healed he could not with any pleafure to him- 
felf appear at the governor s table. This notification was accom- 
panied with a requeft, that his clothes, which he had left behind 
when he went away, might be lent him, together with "fome vidluals, 
of which he was much in want. 

On 
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On lii« again vifiting the fcttleraent, he appeared with a wound on 
his mouth, which had divided the upper lip and broke two of the 
teeth of that jaw. His features, never very pleafing, now feemed out 
of all proportion, and his pronunciation was much altered. Finding 
himiclf badly received among the females (although improved by his 
travels in the little attentions that are fuppofed to have their weight 
with the fex), and not being able to endure a life of celibacy, he had 
made an attack upon his friend’s favourite, Boo-ree-a, in which he 
was not only unfuccefsful, but was puniQied for his breach of friend- 
fhip, as has been related, by Cole-be, who farcaftically alked him, “ if 
he meant that kind of condudl to be a fpecimen of Englilh manners ?” 

Among the deaths which took place in March, was that of Mr. 
Jofeph Gerald. A confumption which accompanied him from Eng- 
land, and which all his wilhes and efforts to fhake off could not over- 
come, at length brought him to that period vjben, perhaps, his ftrong 
enlightened mind muft have perceived how full of vanity and vexation 
of fpirit were thebufieft concerns of this world ; and into what a nar- 
row limit was now to be thruft that frame which but of late trod 
firmly in the walk of life, elate and glowing with youthful hc^e, 
glorying in being a martyr to the caufe which he termed that of free- 
dom, and confidering as an honour that exile which brought him to 
an untimely grave. He was followed in three days after by another 
vidim to miftaken opinions, Mr. William Skirving. A dyfentery 
was the apparent caufe of his death ; but his heart was broken. In 
the hope of receiving remittances from England, which might enable 
him to proceed with fpirit and fuccefs in farming, of which he ap- 
peased to have a thorough knowledge, he had purchafed from differ- 
ent perfons. about one hundred acres, of land adjacent to the town of 
Sydney. He foon found that a farm near the fea-coaft was of no 
great value. His attention and his efforts to cultivate the ground were 
of no avail. Remittances he received none; he contra6;ed fome 
lUtbe debts, and found himfelf negle^ed by that party for whont he 
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had racrlficed the dearefl: connexions in life, a wife and family ; and 
finally yielded to the prelTure of accumulated calamity. His conduX 
while in exile had been that of a pious, honeft, worthy charaXer: nor 
had his political principles ever manifefted themfelves ; but all his foil- 
citude feemed to be, to evince himfelf the friend of human nature. 
Kequiefcat in pace ! 

Toward preventing the indifcriminate fale of fpirlts which prevailed 
in the fettlcments, the governor thought that granting licences to a 
few pcrfons of good charaXer might have a beneficial effeX j ten per- 
fbns were feleXcd by the magiftrates, to whom licences for twelve 
months were granted ; and as, from the very frequent ftate of. intoxi- 
cation in which great numbers of the lower orders of people had 
for feme time paft been feen, there was great reafoii to fufpeX that a 
greater quantity of fpirituous liquors had been landed from the differ- 
ent fhips which had entered the port than permits had been obtained 
for, it became highly neceffary to put a flop, as early as polfible, to a 
praXice which was pregnant with all kinds of mifehief. The governor, 
therefore, judged it neceffary, the more effeXually to fupprefs the 
dangerous praXice of retailing fpirits in this indifcriminate way, not 
only to grant licences under the reftriXions above mentioned, but to 
defire the aid of all officers, civil, and military, as they regarded the 
good of his Majeffy’s fervice, the peace, tranquillity, and order of the 
colony, to ufe. their utmoO; exertions for putting an end to a fpecies of 
traffic, from which the deftruXion of health and the ruin of all in- 
dullry were to be expeXed. 

On the iSth of April the Supply returned from Norfolk Ifland, 
having been abfent only three weeks and four days, the quickeft paf- 
fage that had been yet made to and from that ifland. She was fol- 
lowed a few hours after by the fnow Sufan from Rhode Ifland, having 
been at fea two hundred, and thirty-one days, not touching any where 
on her paflage. 

The Americans were obferved to make this voyage from motives of 
frugality, failing direX for the port ; but they were at the fame time 
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Cbferved to bring in their people extremely healthy. On being quef* 
tinned as to what methods they took to fecure'the health oi their fea- 
mcn, they replied, that in general they found exercifc the beft prevert- 
tive againft the fcurvy, and confidered idlenefs as the fureft; means of 
introducing it. In addition to exercife, however, they made frequent 
ufc of acids in the diet of their feamen, and of fumigations from to- 
bacco in their between-decks. Certain it was, that none of the 
fhips which touched there from other pwts arrived fo generally 
healthy. The cargo of the Snow confifted of fpirits, broad-cloth, and 
a variety of ufeful and defirable articles, adapted to the necellities of 
the country. 

On the laft day of the month the Indilpenfable tranlport arrived 
from England, with one hundred and thirty-one female conviils, and 
a finall quantity of provifions on board for their confumption. 

In April and the preceding month many people, adults as well aa 
children, were again affli^ed with inflammations in the eyes. Its oc- 
curring at the fame feafon as the year before, confirmed the medical 
gentlemen in the opinion formerly given, of the diforder originating 
in the variable weather. 

Daily experience proved, that thofe people whole fentences of tranl^ 
portation had expired were greater evils than the convids therafelves, 
as many of them withdrew from receiving the ration allowed by go- 
vernment, only to avoid labour and to fubfift by depredations. 

On the nth of May, to the general fatisfadion of the lettle- 
ment, the Britannia ftorcfhip arrived from Calcutta and Madras, on 
private account ; and one young mare, five cows and one cow-calf^ 
of the Bengal breed, were brought for fale. 

On board this Ihip came two officers of the Bengal army, for the 
purpofe ofraifing two hundred recruits from among thofe people who 
had ferved their refpedive terms of tranlportation. They were to 
be regulariy enlifled and attefted, and were to receive bounty- 
money. 


On 
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On the firft view of this fcheme it appeared very plaufible ; and it 
was imagined that the execution of it would be attended with good to 
the fettlement, by ridding it of many of thofc wretches whom there 
was too much reafon to deem the greateft nuifances : but when it was 
found that the recruiting ofRcer was intruded to be nice as to the 
characters of thofe whom he fhould enlift, and to entertain none that 
were of known bad morals, the governor perceived that the fettlement 
would derive lefs benefit from it than had been at firft expeded ; 
particularly as there was reafon to fuppofe, that feveral fettlers would 
abandon their farms, and, leaving their families a burden to the ftore» 
embrace the change which was offered. It was far better for the fet- 
tlement, if any were capable of bearing arms and becoming foldiers 
in defence of their own lives and pofieffions; and, by embodying them 
from time to time as a militia, they would fave to the public the expence 
of a regiment or corps railed for the mere purpofe of protecting the 
public ftores and the civil eftablifhment of the colony. 

Recruiting, therefore, from that colony for the Bengal army, being 
a meafure that required confideration, and which the governor thought 
ihould firft have obtained the fanCtion of adminiftration, he deter- 
mined to wait the refult of a communication on the fubjed with the 
fecretary of ftate, before he gave it his countenance. At the fame 
time he meant to recommend it in a certain degree ; as it was evident 
that many good recruits might be taken, without any injury to the in- 
terefts of the fettlement. 

Mr. Raven, the mafter of the Britannia, on his return from this his 
fecond voyage to India, gave it as his opinion, that the pafiiige to be 
purfued from New South Wales to India, depended wholly upon the 
feafon in which the fhip might leave Port Jackfon. From the month 
of November to April, or rather from OCIober to the beginning of 
March, which ought to be the lateft period that any Ihip fhould attempt 
a northern pa(rage,he recommended making Norfolk }nand;and thence' 
palling between the Loyalty Illands and New Caledonia, to keep as 
nearly as circumftances would allow in the longitude of 165° eaft,^ 

2 until 
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until tlie ftiip (hould reach the latitude of 8* fouth ; and then fliape a 
ccurfe to crofs the equator in i6o'*’eaft ; after which the mafter fliould 
fteer to the N. W. by N. or N. N. W. until in the latitude of 5* 20' or 
f 30' north ; in which latitude Mr. Raven would run down his lon- 
gitude, and pafs the fouth end of Mindanao, and between that ifland 
and Bafcelan ; and thence through the ftraits of Banguey into the 
China fea. In running this paflage, it would be neceffary to pay at- 
tention to Mr. Dalrymple’s charts of thofe iflauds, &c. which Mr. 
Raven found very accurate. 

“ If leaving Port Jackfon any time between the beginning of March 
and the iftof September, Mr. Raven would prefer pafling through a 
ftrait in the longitude of 156^ 10' E. or thereabouts ; and from the 
latitude of 7” 6' E. to 6’ 42' k which divides fome part of the iflands 
of the New Georgia of Captain Shortland ; thence through St. George’s 
channel to the northward of New Guinea, through Dampier’s ftrait, 
down Pitt’s Paflage, to the fouthward of Boutton, and through the 
ftraits of Salayer, into the Banda of Amboyna fea.” 

Mr. Raven furniftied thefe obfervations in the hope that they might 
benefit the fettlement of Port Jackfon, by proving ufeful to the com- 
manders of any fhips which the governor might have occafion to fend 
into thofe feas on the fervice of the colony. 

Previous to the departure of Mr. Hogan’s (hip for India, that gen- 
tleman had requefted that an examination might be taken as to the cir- 
cumftances of his condud toward the convids and others on board his 
fhip during their paflage from Ireland. This was accordingly done ; 
when it appeared, that Mr, Hogan, but for the fortunate and timely 
difeovery of it, would with his fliip have fallen a facrifice to as daring 
and alarming a confpiracy as, perhaps, ever had been entered into by 
a fet of defperate wretches on board, of any fhip ; and that nothing 
was left him, to favc himfelf from the danger of a fimilar circumftance 
occurring during the voyage, but to inflid immediate punifliment on 
the perfons who were concerned in it. 
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The weather through the whole of May had proved very variable. 
The cattle brought by Mr. Raven, though in Smithheld they would 
not all together have been worth fifty pounds, were fold by au(ftion at 
enormous prices. The mares went at one hundred pounds, one of 
the cows at eighty>four pounds, and the others at prices little in- 
ferior. 

The pradice of purchafing the crops of the fettlers for fpirits had 
too long prevailed j and the Governor thought it abfolutely neceflary, 
by all means in his power, to put an end to it ; for it was notpoffible 
that a farmer who Ihould be idle enough to throw away the labour of 
twelve months, for the gratification of a few gallons of poifonous 
fpirits, could expedl to thrive, or enjoy thofe comforts which were 
only to be procured by fobriety and induftry. From fuch charafters 
he determined to withdraw the affifiance of Government, fince when 
left to themfclves they would have lefs time to wafte in drunkennefs 
and riot. 

On the 20th of June, the Governor, with a fmall party, undertook 
a fecond excurfion to the retreat of the cattle. A few days previous 
to the Governor’s departure, Mr. Bafs, the furgeon of the Reliance, 
and two companions, fet off in an attempt to round the nmuntains to 
the weftward ; but having foon attained the fummit of the higheft, 
they faw, at the difiance of forty or fifty miles, another range of moun- 
tains, extending to the northward and fouthward. Mr. Bafs reported, 
that he pafled over feme very fine land ; and he brought in fome Ipe- 
cimens of a light wood which he met with. 

The Governor was not long abfent. He faw the cattle ranging as- 
before, although not exaflly in the fame fpot, in the fineft country yet 
difeovered in New South Wales ; and afeended a hill which, from 
every point of view, had appeared the higheft in the neighbourhood. 
The height of this hill, which obtained the name of Mount Hunter, 
was fuppofed to be near a mile from the bafe j and the view from the 
fummit was commanding and full of grand objeds, wood, water, 
plains, and mountains. Every where on that fide of the Nepean the 
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foil was found to be good, and the ground eligible for cultivation. 
The fides of Mount Hunter, though very ffeep, were clothed with 
timber to the fummit, and the ground filled with the orchis root. 

The knowledge derived from this excurfion was, that the cattle had 
not been dillurbed, and that they had incrcafed : ninety-four were 
at this time counted. 

About the fame time the people of a filhing-boat returned from a 
bay near Port Stephens, and brought with them feveral large pieces 
of coal, which they faid they found at fome little diftance from the 
beach, lying in confiderable quantity on the furface of the ground* 
Thefe people having conduced themfelvcs improperly while on Ihore, 
two of them were feverely wounded by the natives, one of whom died 
foon after he reached the hofpital. 

Toward the latter end of the month two men from each officer 
were ordered to join the public gsngs, it being found wholly imprac- 
ticable to ere£l;,without more affifiance, any of the buildings which had 
become indirpenfably necefiary ; as fiore-houfes, barracks, and houfes 
for the affiftant-furgeons. A church too, of more fubftantial mate- 
rials than lath and plafter, was wanted both at Sydney and Parra- 
matta ; as well as court-houfes, or places where the courts of civil and 
criminal judicature might be held, and where the magifirates might 
meet to do the public bufinefs. 

The timber-carriages were now, inftead of men, drawn by fix or 
eight ftout oxen ; and all the timber which was ufed for building or 
other purpofes was brought to the pits by them. This was fome 
laving of men ^ but eight people were ftill employed with each car- 
riage. 

Among the many evils that were daily fecn flowing from that ftate 
of diffipation which had found its way into the diflferent fettlements, 
it was much to be regretted that two men loft their lives by the hand 
of violence. On Tuefday the 9th of July, a feaman belonging to the 
Indilpenfable was fhot at Sydney, in the houfe of the mafter boat- 
builder, by a convilft fervant of his 5 and on the fame day, at the 
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Hawkefbury, John Fenlow, a fettler, (hot his fervaiit, a convi£t. The 
latter of thefc unfortunate men lived but a few hours, and thefeaman, 
after languilhing fcvcral days, expired. 

I'hefe tranfadions were produdive of fome internal regulations 
which had long been wanting. Several fettlers, with whofe condud 
the Governor had hajd but too much caufe to be difpleafcd, were at 
length deprived of all afUftance from Government, and left to the ex- 
ereife of their own abilities ; and all perfons off the ftores, who of 
courfc did not labour (or Government, were ordered forthwith to 
appear at Sydney, in order to their being muttered and examined re- 
lative to their refpedive terms of tranlportation ; when certificates 
were to be given to fuch.as were regularly difeharged from the com- 
miffary’s books, and the fettlers were direded not to employ any but 
thofe which could produce this certificate. 

Stock of all denominations was at this period fatt increafing in 
the diftcrent dittrids; one officer, who was quitting the colony, fold 
to Government a flock of goats, confitting of about one hundred 
animals. 

The Britannia, which was fitting again for fea, was oSered by the 
matter to the Governor, for the purpofe of going dired to England, 
if his Excellency ffiould have any occafion to employ her in fuch a 
voyage j and there being at the time fevcral foldiers unfit for fer- 
vice, with others whofe engagements with the Crown had expired, 
the Governor thought it advifeablc to eafe Government at once of 
thefe expences, by clofing with Mr. Raven’s propofal, and accord- 
ingly chartered his Ihip for the purpofe of conveying them to Europe. 

The natives had of late appeared Ids troublefome than for fome time 
patt. The people of a fifliing-boat, which had been catt on fliore in 
bad weather near Port Stephens, met w'ith fome of thefe people, who, 
without much entreaty, or any hope of reward, readily put them into 
the path from thence to Broken Bay, and conduded them the greateft 
part of the way. During their little journey, thefe friendly people 
made them undei ttand that they had feen a white woman among fome 
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natives to the northward. On their reporting this at Sydney, the un- 
fortunate female was conjectured to be Mary Morgan, a prisoner, who 
it was now faid had failed in her attempt to get on board the Refolu- 
tion ftorcfliip, which failed in 1794. There was indeed another wo- 
man, who ran away a few days after the firft fettling in Sydney, 
and whofe fate was not afeertained ; if Ihe could have furvived the 
hardfliips and wretchednefs of fuch a life as muft have been her’s dur- 
ing fo many years refidence among the natives of New Holland, how 
much information muft it have been in her power to afford ! but hu- 
manity fhuddered at the idea of purchafing it at fuch a price. 

Early in Auguft John Fenlow was tried for the wilful murder of his 
fervant, David Lane. The charge being fully made out, the prifoner 
received fentence to die ; and on the following Saturday was executed, 
his body being delivered to the furgeons for dilBeClion, purfuant to his 
fentence. The night before his execution, he confefled that the mur- 
der which he committed had been premeditated. It could fcarcely be 
fuppofed, that among the defeription of people of which the lower 
clafs was formed in New South Wales, any would have been found 
fufficiently curious to have attended the furgeons on fuch an occafion ; 
but they had no fooner fignified that a body was ready for infpeCtion, 
than the hofpital was filled with people, men women and children, to 
the number of feveral hundred ; none of whom appeared moved with 
pity for his fate, or in the leaft degree admonilhed by the fad fpc(ftacle 
before their eyes. 

On the 23d of Auguft the Grand Turk arrived from Bofton, after a 
paffage of five months from that port. She was loaded with fpirits, 
tobacco, wine, foap, iron, linfeed oil, broad-cloth, &c. &c. for the 
market of Port Jackfon, Manilla, and Canton. 

In September a temporary church was opened at Parramatta. De** 
cent places of worlhip were now to be feen at the two principal fettle- 
tnents. At the time when Sydney was vifited by the Spanilh fliips 
the clergyman preached wherever he could find a lhady fpot. The 
prleft belonging to the commodore’s Ihip, on obferving that there 
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was not any church built, lifted up his eyes with aftonifliment, and 
declared, that bad the place been fettled by his nation, a houfe for 
God would have been ereded before any houfe Tor man. 

The invalids and paflengers who were returning to England in the 
Britannia being embarked, that (hip, the Reliance, and the Francis 
fchooner, hauled out of the Cove preparatory to their departure. As 
a proof that ftock was not at this time falling in its value, one of the 
gentlemen fold two Cape cows and one fteerfor 189 pounds fterling. 
The flock in the colony w'as of confiderable extent and value, as will 
appear by the following account of it which was taken for the purpofe 
of being tranfmitted to Government : 

Account of live flock in the pofleflion of Government and the 
civil and military officers of the fettlement, on the firft of Septem- 
ber, 1 796. 

Mares 57; cows and cow calves Jorj bulls and bull calves 74; 
oxen 54; ftieep 1531 ; goats 1427; hogs 1869. 

The wild cattle to the weftward of the river Nepean, were not includ- 
ed in this account. 

All kinds of poultry were numerous. 

The number of acres at the fame time In cultivation, w^ere5'4i9. 

It was fatisfadory to thofe gentlemen who were nowon the point of 
quittiiJg that country (among whom w^as the Author of this hiftory, 
who had been in the fettlement from its eftabliffiment, and witnefled 
many periods of diftrefs and difficulty) to refled, that they left it not 
only with a profped of plenty before it, but with ftores and granaries 
abundantly filled at the time. In the houfes of individuals were to be 
found rooft of the comfort.*?, and not a few of the luxuries of life. 
For thefe the ifland W'as indebted to the communications that it had 
had with India, and other parts of the world j and the former years 
of famine, toil, and difficulty, were now exchanged for years of plenty, 
cafe, and pleafure. 

The following ftate of the fettlement was made up to the 31(1 of 
Auguft 1796: 
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Salt rrovifions and grain in (lore ; 

To lait at the efta'iHflied Ration. 
^uafrty. If ul*. Day*. 

Ikef, - - - - - 3 > J 

Pork, - - - - - -44 6 

Total of fait meat 76 o 

Peafe, - - - - - 220 

Wheat, - - - - - 29 I 

Maize, ----- 41 4 

Sugar, - - - - -40 

To confume this quantity of food, there were vidualled 

Perfons. 

At Sydney, - - - . 2219 

At Parramatta, - - - _ 

At the Hawkefbury, - - - 4^4 

Making a total of 3638 

There were 321 people off the public ftores ; which, added to the 
3638 who were vidualled, gave a general total of 3959 perfons in the 
different fettlements, of all deferiptions and agesj not including thofc 
at Norfolk Ifland, in which feltlement were F8g perfons. To which 
add 3959 perfons, in New South Wales, there will be found 4848 
perfons under the Britifh government, in New South Wales, and its 
dependencies. 

A few days previous to the failing of the Ihips, information was re- 
ceived of a moft inhuman murder having been perpetrated on the body 
of a fettler’s wife, at the diftri<il of the Ponds. A female neighbour 
was accufed by an accomplice of having committed this diabolical adt, 
for the purpofe of enriching herfelf with the property which fhe 
knew this unfortunate woman had in her houfe. She was imme- 
diately apprehended, and fome part of the money found upon her, 
which left little doubt but the avenging arm of juftice would fopn fall 
upon her head. 


On 
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On the 29th his Majefty’s (hip Reliance, and the Britannia hired 
tranfport, left Port Jaclcfon. They were to touch at Norfolk Ifland, 
for the purpofe of taking on board Lieutenant-Governor King, who, 
from a long ftate of ill-health, had found himfelf compelled to apply 
for leave to return to England. 

The following were the prices of various articles, as they were fold 
at Sydney about the time the (hips failed, viz. 


STOCK. 

Cows, 8 cl. 

Horfes, 90I. 

Sheep, 7I. I os. 

Goats, 4I. 

Turkeys, il. is. 

Gecfe, il. IS. 

Fowls, full grown 5s. 
Ducks, 58. 

PROVISIONS. 

Frefh pork, is. 3d, per lb. 
Mutton, 2s. 

Goat, IS. 6d. per lb. 
Kangooroo, 6d. 

Fhb, 3d. 

Eggs, 2S. per dozen. 

Salted pork, is. per lb. 
Salted beef, 8d. ditto. 
Potatoes, I2S. perewt. 
Ditto, 3d. per lb. 

Flour, 7id. 

"Wheat meal, (fifted) 4id. 
Ditto, (unfifted) 3id. 
Wheat, I2S. per bulhel. 
Barley, 10s. per buftiel. 
Pcafe, 7s. ditto. 


Maize, 5s. ditto. 

Ditto ground, Ss. ditto. 

Cheefe, 38. per lb. 

Butter, 38. ditto. 

White- wine vinegar, 6s. per gal. 
GROCERIES* 

Hyfon tea, il. 48. per Ib. 

Coffee, 2s. ditto. 

Sugar, (foft) 18. ditto. 

Soap, 2s. ditto. 

Virginia leaf tobacco, 58. ditto- 
Brazil, (roll) 78. ditto. 

Black pepper, 48. ditto. 

Ginger, 3s. ditto. 

Pipes, il. I os. pergrofs. 

WINE AND SPIRITS.. 

Red port, 5 s. per bottle. 

Madeira, 48. ditto. 

Cape wine, 38. per bottle.. 

Rum, 5s. ditto. 

Gin, 6s. ditto. 

Porter, 28. dittov 
Beer made at Sydney, is. 6d, 
INDIA GOODS. 

Long cloth, from 33. to 6s. per 
yard. 





ACCOUNT OF THE ENGIilSH COLONY [September, 


Callicoes, from is. 6d. to 2s. 6d. English goods. ^ 

ditto. Black hats, from 15$. to al. 

Mullins, from 7s. to iis ditto. Shoes, from 9s. to 13s. per pair. 
Nankeen, los. per piece. Cotton ftockings, from 6s. to 12s. 

Coarfe printed callicoes, il. 58. do. Writing paper, 6s. per quire. 

Silk handkerchiefs, 1 2S. ditto. 

The beer mentioned in the preceding account as being made at 
Sydney, was brewed from India corn, properly malted, and bittcred 
with the leaves and ftalks of the love-apple, (Lycoperficum, a fpecies 
of folanum,) or, as it was more commonly called in the fettlement, 
the Cape goofeberry j which was found to fuccced fo well, that a build- 
ing proper for the bufmefs was erected by an individual at a condder- 
able expen cc. 

At this time the following prices were demanded and paid for 
labour and work done at Sydney and the different fettlements, viz. 

A carpenter, for a day’s work, - ^.o 5 o 

A labourer for ditto, * - 030 

For clearing an acre of ground, - 300 

For breaking up an acre of ground, - 100 

For threihing a bulhcl of wheat, 010 

For reaping an acre of wheat, - ^ 0100 

The price of ground was from 12s. to il. an rore. 

For making a^pair of men’s (hoes, - 036 

For making a pair of women’s (hoes, - 030 

For making a coat, - - 060 

For making a gown, - - 050 

For walhing, three-pence for each article tvas paid j and the perfon 
who waflied found foap, &c. ; if a woman was hired, Ihe had one 
fliilling and fix-pence for the day, and her meals. 

' The w'ant of feveral public buildings in the fettlement has already 
been mentioned. To this want muft be added, as abfolutely neceffary 
to the well-being and comfort of the fettlers, as well as the profperity 
of the colony in general, that of a public ftore, to be opened on a plan, 
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though not exa£lly the fame, yet as liberal as that of the ifland of St.He- 
lena ; where the Eaft-India Company ilTue to their own fervants Euro- 
pean and India goods, at lo per cent, advance on the prime coft. Con- 
fidering the immenfe didaoce of Port Jackfon from England, a greater 
advance would be neceffary ; and the fettlers and others would be well 
content, and think it equally liberal to pay 50 per cent, on the prime 
coft of all goods fent from England ; for at this time they paid never 
lefs than one hundred, and frequently one thoufand per cent on what 
they had occafion to purchafe. It might be obje(fl:ed, that Government 
would not choofe to open an account, and be concerned in the retail 
of goods ; but any individual would find it to his intereft to do this, 
particularly if affifted by Government in the freight, and the inhabi- 
tants would gladly prefer the manufactures of their own country, to 
the fweepings of the Indian bazars. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

STAT* OF NORFOLK ISLAND. — ACCOUNT OF THE NEW ZEALANDERS.— 
remarks on TpB MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE NATIVES OF NEW 
SOOTH WALES. 

W ITH the following particulars relative to the State of Nor* 
FOLK Island, at the time the Ihips left it, the writer was 
favoured by Lieutenant-Governor King. 

State of Cultivation. 

The Illand contains about eleven thoufand acres of ground. In the 
level parts, where the earth cannot be waflied away by the heavy 
rains, the foil varies from a rich brown mould to a light red earth, 
without any intermixture of fand. Thefe are again varied by fome 
cxtenfivc pieces oflight black mould and fine gravel, which are found 
to produce the beft wheat. The rains which fall during the winter 
months walh the mould from the Tides of the fteep hills into the bot- 
tom, leaving a grey marly fubftance, which will not admit of culti- 
vation in that ftate. This, however, is the cafe only among the 
very fteep hills that are cleared of timber, and have been four or five 
years in cultivation. Thofe of any eafy afcent preferye their depth 
of foil, and many, of them have borne fix fucceffive crops of wheat. 
From the quantity of foil thus wafticd away from the Tides of the fteep 
hills into the bottom, (fome of which were only a water-way between 
the hills^ there were level fpots of ground covered to a great depth 
with the richeft mould. Of the eleven thoufand acres of ground in 
the ifland, there are not two hundred which might not be cultivated 
to the greateft advantage, if cleared of timber, and allowed a fuffi- 
eiency of labourers, of cattle, and of ploughs. 
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The ground cleared of timber for the public ufe, and that marked 
out for the fettlers’ lots, comprifed one half of. the ifland. Moft of 
that cleared of timber was under cultivation in 1793 and 1794, and 
produced above thirty-four thoufand bufliels of grain ; but from the 
fudden and efiedtual check given to private induftry during the latter 
year, and the great proportion of the labourers working for their own 
fupport, and otherwife difpofed of, not more than a third of the 
government-ground, and a fifth of that belonging to individuals, was 
in a ftate of cultivation during the laft year. That proportion of tlie 
ground fo negledied became over-run with rank and ftrong weeds, 
which formed a great cover to the numerous rats ; befide that the in- 
jury done to the foil by the growth of thefe weeds was very much fo 
be deplored. The humane attention, however, fhewn to the wants 
of the induftrious individual by Governor Hunter, in diredling the 
maize bills to be paid, it was hoped, would not only relieve many de- 
ferving people, but alfo revive that fpirit of induftry which the fettlers 
had in general manifefted. 

Cultivation was confined to maize, wheat, potatoes, and other 
garden-vegetables. The heat of the climate, occafional droughts, and 
blighting winds, rendered wheat an uncertain crop : The harvefts of 
maize were cotlftant, certain, and plentiful j and two crops were gene- 
rally procured in twelve months. The produce of one crop might 
be averaged at forty-five buihels per acM, and many had yielded from 
feventy to eighty. 

By the ftatement before given it appears, that there were five Ihou- 
fand two hundred and forty-feven acres occupied, of which only one 
thouftmd five hundred and twenty-eight were cleared of limber ; that 
there alfb remained five thoufand feven hundred and fifty-three neither 
occupied nOr cleared, making in the whole nine thoufand four hundred 
and feventy-two acres not cleared of timber. If fix thoufand of the 
nine thoufand four hundred and feven-two acres hot cleared, could be 
put under cultivation in addition to the cue thoufand five hundred and 
twenty-eight alfcady cleared of timber, its produce At one ci'op billy 

X X and 


V 



338 AOCOUNl OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [October, 

and allowing no more than thirty budi^Is of maize to the acre, would 
be two hundred and twenty-five thoufand eight hundred and forty 
hufiiels of grain ; and even this might be doubled, if, as before fuid, 
there were labourers to procure a fecond crop. 

The remaining three thoufand four hundred and leventy-two acres 
might be referved for fuel, building timber, and other purpofes. 

From thefe data fome calculation may be mode of the number of 
people that the illand might be made to maintain. 

The following is a fiatement of the ftock belonging to govern- 
ment and individuals on the i8th of Odfober 1796. 

Cattle, 3 ; female ditto, 3 ; horfes, 2 ; mares, 4 ; ailes, 6 ; Iheep, 1 70 ; 
goats, 383 ; fwine, 4835 ; poultry a very great abundance. 

Exclufive of the above flock, five hundred and ninety-two thoufand 
four hundred and eighty pounds of fwine fleih and mutton had been 
expended on the illand and exported from it ; all which were pro- 
duced from tho following quantity received from November 1791 to 
OQioher 1796. Cattle, one male and two females; horfes, one male 
one female ; aifes, one male and three females ; Iheep, twenty-three ; 
goats, thirteen ; fwine, one hundred and fifty-nine. 

When the fettlers were informed that payment for the maize lodged 
in the llores in January 1794, could not be made until orders were 
received from England, and that no more grain could be received, but 
that the purchafe of fireih pork would be continued, the courfe o( their 
induftry became changed, though the railing of grtun ftill continued 
necefiary for rearing their Hock. 

Salting pork in the cool months had been fuccefsfully tried, but it 
would not anfwer in the fummer. It was intended, that the fwine be- 
longing to government which could be killed during the winter ihoidd 
J)e falt^ down, as a fufiiciency of fidt was making to anfwer that 
purpole. 

From thefe refources, it might fiurly beprefiimed, thaf, if no unfore- 
feen mortality Ihould atteck the ftock, the fettlers and other individuals 
would be able to continue fupplying the llores with half the ration of 
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animal food, and that Government in the courfe of twelve months 
might furnifti the other half : And further, that if the induftry of the 
fct.lers and other individuals were encouraged by their overplus grain 
and animal food being purchafed at a fair price, the produce of the 
grounds cleared would be more than fufficient for the maintenance of 
the prefent inhabitants, three hundred and thirty-feven of whom fup- 
ported thcmfclves without any expence to the crown ; and this might 
be further fecured, if cattle and flicep could be lent there, as the for- 
mer were much wanted for labour, and the latter for change of food; 
It is certain that flieep breed there as well as in any part of the world, 
and have not as yet been fubje^ to the didempers common to that 
kind of (lock. The Bengal ewes yean twice in thirteen months, and 
have commonly two, often three, and fometimes four lambs at a 
yeaning ; and thefe have increafed fo much by being crofled with the 
Cape ram, that a lamb fix Weeks old is now us large as one of the old 
ewes. 

The goats too are extremely prolific, and generally breed thrice in 
the year, having commonly from two to four kids at a time, 

number of ihcep and goats, and a large quantity of (lock might 
be breJ in this iilan4, as the cleared ground affords the bed of pafiure 
for thofe fpecies of flock. But it will be a long time before the pre- 
fent dock will be of much ufe, unleis more are fent. 

The want of artificers of all deferiptions, and the fcarcity of labour- 
ers at public works, much retarded the condru£lion of a number 
of neceflary buildings. The ifland pofTefled the bed of done, lime, 
and timber j but, unfortunately, there never had been but one mafon 
there. 

At Cafeade Bay a great advantage had been gained in the condruc- 
tion of a very drohg wharf, at the end of which is a fwingiug crane 
and capdern. Near this wharf, a large dore-houfe and barracks arc 
built. 

A well-condru^d water-mill has been erected, .which grinds twenty 
bufhels of wheat a day. , jc ., . ;, , 
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The abundance of milUllones, and |he quantity of wood fit for 
millwrights’ work, with the convenient lituation of the diSecent 
llreams, will admit of any number of water-mills being erected. 

Two well'finifhed wind-mills had al/bbeen btuh by fcttlers, which, 
anfwered extremely well. 

Not more than ten fettkrs bad been able to ered dwellings better 
than log-huts, which are neither warm nor durable. Of fchools there- 
were two, viz. one for young children, who were inftru^ed by women- 
of good charafiier ^ and the ocher kept by a man who- taught reading, 
writing, and arithmetic. A third inftitution on a permanent footing 
was added, for the reception of fuck orphan- female children as had 
loft or been deferted by their parents. 

The number of births at Norfolk Ifland, fromNbvember 12 , 1791, 
to September 31, 1796, amounted tai9t, and that of deaths to 137;. 

State or the Flax MANurACTORY.w 

Not more than nine men and nine women can be employed'in pre*> 
paring and manufa^uring the flax, which barely keeps them in prac- 
tice^ There is only one k>om on the ifland, and the flay or. teed is, 
defigned for coarfe canvas; nor db they poflefs a Angle tool required 
by flax-dreflers or weavers, beyond* the poor fubftitutes which they are- 
obliged to fabricate themfelves. If there were introduced proper flays- 
or reeda, brufhes, and other articles indifpenfably neceflary for flax-- 
drefling and weaving, with more people to work the flax, and a greater- 
number- of weavers, this ifland would fbon require very little afhftance: 
in clothing the convids ; but for the want of chefe neceflary articles,, 
riie only cloth that can be made is a canvas, fomething finer than No.. 
7, which is thought to be equally ftrong and duraNfe as that madefirooL 
European flax. 

This ufeful plant nMds no culrivation. An experiment has-been^ 
made to cultivate it, and anfwered extremely well ; but the prodiife 
was not fo much fuperier to that growing in a natund'fbte,.as to make 
it adviiaklc to beftow any pains on its culture. 


Befom 
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Before the arrival of thotvvo New Zealanders, in May 1793* noef- 
fe^ual progrefs had been made in its manufadure ; nor was it without, 
much' entiteaty that our viGtors wera inducedi to furniih the informa- 
tion required of them. And indeed,, as this work, is principally per- 
formed by the women in New Zealand, our friends were by no means, 
competent to give us the fulleG inGru 6 ;ioDS ; fuGicient,. however, was. 
obtained from them to improve upon. 

Acgount or THS New ZBALANDEna*. 

The New Zealanders mentioned in the preceding account of the 
Flax Manufaflory, at Norfolk Ifland, remained^ as has been already 
Ihcwn, Gx months at that fettlement. As they rcGded at the Lieute* 
nant-Governor’s, and under .his conGant attention, fome information- 
reii»e(Ging New Zealand* and' its inhabitants was procured, which 
was obligingly communicated' by Governor King, in fubftance as- 
follows 

Hoo-dbo Co-co«Iy Torwa ma-how-ey was, at the time of his cap* 
ture, about twenty-four years of age ; Gve feet eight inches high ; of 
an athletic make his features like thole of an European, and very in* 
tereGing. He is, of the diGri^l of Teer a-witte, which, by the chart* 
of Too*gee, the other New Zealander, is a diGridl of the Gune name, 
but does not lie fo far. to the fouthwarcTas the part of Ea-hei-no-mawe,., 
called Teer a witte by Captain Cooke; for we are certain that Too- 
gee’s fefidence il about the Bay of Hhnds ; anduhey both agreed that 
the diGaoce Between, their, dwellings is oniy two days* journey by 
land, and. one day by water. Hbo-doo is nearly related to Po-vo-reek, 
who is the principal’ chief, of Teer.-a- witte. He Had two wives and one 
child, about whofe.fafety he feemeiT very apprehenfiVe ; and almoG 
every evenihg,, at theclofe of the day, he, as well as Tbo-gecj lament- 
ed' their feparadbn in a fort of half-crying and hidf-finging, expreGivo 
«fgnef,.and wludi was at .times , very affitding. 


Too-g9c 
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Too-gee Te-ter-re^o-c Wam-pe-do is of xht fame age as Hoo- 
doo ; but about three indbes ihorter ; he is ftout and well made, and* 
like Hoo-doo, of an olire complexion, with ftrong black hair. Both 
arc tattowed on the hips. Too-gee*s features are rather handfome 
atid intcrefting; hisnofc is aquiline, and he has good teeth. Me is a 
Tiaiive of the diftria of Ho-do-doe, (which is in Doubtlefs Bay,) of 
which diftria Too-gee*s father is the Eung-a-roah, or high pricft ; 
atul to that office the fon fucceeds on his father’s death. Befide his 
l ather, who is a very old man, he had left a wife and child ; about alt 
of whom he was very anxious and uneafy, as well as about the 
chief, (Moo-de-wy,) whom he reprefented as a very worthy charadler. 
Too-gee had a decided preference to Hoo-doo, both in difpofition 
and manners;- although the latter was not wanting in a certain degree 
of good nature, but he could at times be very much of the favage. 
Hoo-doo, like a true patriot, thinks there is no country, people, nor 
cuftoms, equal to his own ; on which account he was much lefs cu- 
rious as to w'hat he faw about him than his companion Too-gee, 
who has the happy art of infinuating himfelf into every perfon’s 
efteem. Except at times, when he was lamenting the abfence of his 
family and friends, he was chearful, often facetious, and very intelligent. 

At the time they were taken from New Zealand, Too-gee was on 
a vifit to Hoo-doo j and the mode of their capture was thus related 
by them. The Daedalus appeared in fight of Hoo-doo’s habiution. 
Curiofity, and the hope, of getting fome iron, induced Povore^ek a 
chief, Too-gee, and Hoo-doo, with his brother and one of his wives, 
and the prieft, to approaph her ^ and after fome time, being joined by 
feveral other canoesi, that in which were Too-gee and Hoo-doo 
ventured alongfide. Lieutenant Hanfon (of whofe kindnefe they fpeak 
in the higheft terms) invited them on board; and, contrary to the 
advipc of their friends, they complied with his invit^tiqn,. when,, to 
ufe their own ekprelffion, they were blinded by t^ curious thjngs 
that they faw, and prevailed on to go below, where they ate fonfe 
meat. At this time the Ihip made f^. One of them faw the canoes 

aftem; 
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cftera j and when they perceived that the fliip was leaving them, 
they became frantic with grief, and broke the cabin windows 
with an intention of leaping overboard, but were prevented. While 
thofe in the canoes remained within hearing, they advifed Povoreek 
to make the bell: of his way home, for fear that he too ihoold be taken. 
For fome time after their arrival at Norfolk Ifiand they were very 
fallen, and asanxioudy avoided giving any information refpeding the 
flax, as our people endeavoured to obtain it. This was afterwards diico- 
vered to have artfen from the apprehenfion of being ol^Iiged to work 
at it. By kind treatment, however, and indulgence in their own inclina- 
tions, they foon became more fociable; and, on being promifed that fo 
foon as they had taught our women “ emou^ha-ea-ra-ka-be,** (i. e.) to 
work the flax, they ihould be fent home again, they readily cocifented 
to give all the information they poiTefied, and which turned out to be 
very little. This operation was found to be among tbenv the peculiar 
province of the women ; and as Hoo-doo was a warrior, and Too» 
gee a prieft, they gave the Governor to underftand that dreflSng 
of flax never made any part of their fludies. 

When they began to underftand each other, Too-gee was not only 
very inquifltive refpe€kiog England, &c. (the fltuation of which, as 
well as that of New Zealand, Norfolk ICtand, and Port Jackfon, he well 
knew how to And by means of a coloured general chart) ; but was alfo- 
very communicative refpediing his own country. Perceiving that he 
was not thoitougbly underftood, he delineated a Iketch c£ New Zea^- 
land with chalk on the floor of a room fet a-part for that purpofe. 
From a compariibn which Governor King made with Captain Cook*» 
plan of thofe iflands, a fuffident iiauKtude to the form of the northern 
ifland was tflfcovered, to render this attempt an objiefl of curiofity 
and Too-gee was perfuaded to deforibe his deUneation on paper. 
This beti% done with a pencil, correQtoos and additions were opca- 
flonally made by lum, and the names of diilrifts and other remarks 
were ivritten from his information during the iix months that he re- 
mained there. According to Too-gee*8 chart and information, £a- 

hei-no-mawe, 
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. hci-no*mawe» the place of his reHdence, arid the northern ifland of 
New Zealand, is 'divided into eight diftridls, governed by their re- 
rpedfive chiefs, and others who are fubordinate to them. The largeft 
of thofe diftrhfts is TTouduckey, the inhabitants of which are in an 
almoft conftant ftate of warfare with the Other tribes. They are not, 
however, without intervals of peace, at which times they vi(lt, and 
carry on a traffic for flax and the green talc«ftone, of which they 
make axes and ornaments. Too*gce obflinately denied that the 
whole>of the New Zealanders were cannibals ; it was not without much 
difficnlty that he could be perfuaded to enter on the fubjedl, or to pay 
the lead attention fo it; but when he did, it was to exprefs the 
■greatell Irorror at the idea ; he was, however, at laft brought to ac- 
knowledge, that all the inhabitants of Poo-nam-moo (i. e. the fouthern 
iiland) and thofe of T’fouduckey ate the enemies whom they took 
in battle; which Hoo-doo corroborated, for his father was killed 
and eaten by the T’fouduckey people. ** Notwithftanding the general 
, probity of our vifitors, particularly of Too-gee, (fays Captain King,) I 
am inclined to think that that horrible banquet is general through both 
illands.” 

We are told, that the inferior clafles are perfedly fubordinate to 
fheir fuperiors ; and fuch was fuppofed to be the cafe from the great 
deference always paid by Too-gee to Hoo-doo. 

£tang-a-teda £ti-ket-ti-ca, means a principal chief, or man in very 
great authority. This fuperior confequence is (igniiied by a repeti- 
tion of the word eti-ket-ti-ca. This title appears hereditary. Etanga- 
roah, or £-ta hon-ga, is a prieft ; whofe authority in many cafes is 
equal, and in fome fuperior to the etiketica. 

** £tan-ga-teda £po-di, a fubordinate chief or gentleman.” 

** Ta-ha-ne £mo-ki, a labouring man.” 

Refpeding the cuftoms and manners of thefe people, the Gover- 
nor favoured the writer with the following particulars : 

“ The New Zealanders inter their dead; they alfo believe, that the 
third day after the interment the heart feparates itfelffrom the corpfe; 
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and that this reparation is announced by -a gentle brecw df wind, 
ivhich gives warning of ita approach to an inferior ^Ea-tooa (or divi- 
nity) that hovers over the grave, and jwIio carrieadt to the elouds. 
In his chart Too-geeihas marked an imaginary road whieh goes^ the 
lengthways of Ea-hei-no-mawe, viz.-irom 'Coolt!a'Strait'to theNortii 
Cape, which Too-gee calls Terryr-inga. While i the fopl is 'received 
by the good Ea-tooa, an evil fpiritis ^alfo in readinefs to carry the 
impure part of the eorpfe to the above road, 4ilong which it ia carried 
to Terry-inga, whence it is precipitated into the fea. 

Suicide is very common among the>New Zealanders; and this they 
often commit by: hanging themfeHes on the flighted occafion: thus, 
a woman who has been beaten by her hud^and will perhaps hang her- 
felf immediately. In this mode of puttipgan end to their .extdence, 
both our vifitors feemed to be perf&ft adepts, ^having often^ihreatenpd 
to hang themfelves, if they were not ieot back to their lOwh coontry. 
As thefe threats, however, were uled in their.glpomy.momenliSyithc^ 
were foon laughed out of them. 

It could not be dilcovered that* theydiad any other ■dlvillon .of time 
than the revolution of the moon, until the nomber .amountedito one 
hundred, which they term ** Ta4ee E-ton/* i. e. one*£ten' or hun- 
dred moons; and it is thu^ they count their age^ and calculate all 
other events. ? . 

Hoo-doo and Too-gee both agreed that a great quantity of 'manu- 
fa£kured flax might be obtained for tii^fies, fuch as axes, chil3eh,^c. '; 
and faid, that in mod places the flax grows- nsfturally in great quah- 
tities; in other parts it is cultivated by feparating the roots, and 
planting them out, three in one hole, at the didance of a^fOot from 
each other. They gave, however, a decided preference to the^fiax- 
plant of Norfolk Hland, both fcr quahtky andTiic* 

“ Much other information (ftys Governor King) u4sgiven by thefe 
natives ; but as it may be liable to great errors, ITOrbear repeating it; 
for, though we could make pur ideas known^ and'- folertibly well 
underdood by them, and they too, by intermixing what EngUA 
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words they knew with what we knew of their language, could make 
themfelves fufficiently underftood for common purpofes, yet I do not 
pretend to be qualified for details of any length.’* 

It has been already laid, that Governor King went himfelf to New 
Zealand with Hoo-doo and Too-gee. The following are hts remarks- 
on his voyage thither : 

** Having rounded the North Cape of New Zealand on the 1 2th 
of November 1793, the fourth day after leaving Norfolk, we faw a 
number of houfes and a fmall hlppah on an iHahd which lies off the 
North Cape, and called by Too>gee, Moo-de-Moo-too^ Soon after, 
we opened a very conlklerable hippah, or fortified place, fituated on a 
high round hill, juft within the cave, whence fix large canoes were 
leen coming towards the Ihip. As foon as they came within hail^ Too- 
gee was known by thofe in the canoes, which were foon increafed to 
leven, with upwards of twenty men in each. They came alongfide 
without any increaty, and thofe who came on board' were much re- 
joiced to meet with Too-gee, whofe firft and earneft inquuies were 
after his famUy and chief. On thole heads he received the moft. 
iatisfaftiory indigence from a woman o£ the party who was a rela- 
non of his mother. His father and the chief were ftill inconfolabie 
for his loft : it was remarked, , that, although there were upwards of a 
hundred New Zealanders on board and alongfide, yet Too-gee con- 
fined his carefies and coaverfation to his mother’s relation j and one 
or two chiefs, who were diftinguilhed- by die marks (a-mo-ko) on 
dieir faces, and by the refpeftful behaviour which was ft&ewn them 
by the emolds (i. e. the working men) who -paddled- the canoes,, and 
who at times were beaten moft unmercifully by the chiefs. To 
thoft who, by Too-gee’s account were epodts (fubaltern chiefs), and 
well known to him, I gave fome cbiftels, hand-axes, and other arti- 
cles equally acceptable. A traffic foon commenced. Pieces of old 
iron hoops were gjven in exchange for abundance of manufa^ured 
ftax, cloth, potoo-patoos, fpears, talc ornaments, paddles, fifh-hooks, 
and lines. At feven in the evening they left us, and we made fail to 
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run for the Bay of Iflands, (which we underflood was Too-gee*8 
refidence,) and from which we were twenty>four leagues diftant. 
At nine o’clock a canoe with four men came alongfide, and jumped 
on board without any fear. After fuppcr Too-gee and Hoo>doo 
afked the ftrangers for the news of their country fince they had been 
taken away. This was complied with by the four ftrangers, who 
began a fong, in which each of them took a part, fometimes uftog 
fierce and favage geftures, and at other times finking their voices, 
according to the different paffages or events that they were relating. 
Hoo-doo, who was paying great attention to the fubjed of their fong,^ 
fuddenly burft into tears, occafioneJ by an account which they were 
giving of the Tfouduckey tribe having made an irruption on Tcer-a- ' 
witte, (Hoo-doo’s diftrid,) and killed the chief’s foh, with thirty warri- 
ors. He was too much affeded to hear more; but retired into a cor- 
ner of the cabin, where he gave vent to his grief, which was only 
interrupted by his threats of revenge. 

“ Owing to calm weather, little progrefs was made during the 
night. At day-light on the 13th, a number of canoes were feen 
coming from the hippah ; in the largeft of which was thirty-fix men 
and a chief, who was Handing up, making fignals with great eameft- 
nefs. On his coming alongfide, Too-gee recognized the chief to be 
Ko-to-ko ke, who is the etiketica, or principal chief of the hippah. 
The old chief, who appeared to be about feventy years of age, had 
not a vifible feature, the whole of his face being tattowed with ipiral 
lines. At his coming on board he embraced ’Too-gee with great 
affedion. Too-gee then introduced me to him ; and after the cere- 
mony of “ ahong-i,” (i. e. joining nofes) he took off his ah-a-how, 
or mantle, and put it on my Ihoulders. 1 in return gave him a 
mantle made of green baize, and decorated with broad arrows. 
Soon after, feven other canoes, 'With upwards of twenty men and w^ 
men in each, came alongfide. At T'oo-gee’s defire the poop was 
“ eta-boo,” L e. all acceis to it by any other than the old chief, for- 
bidden. To wait the event of the calm, or the wind coming from 
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tie ttorthiward, might have detam'M the ihip foiiie days longer. 
Gould I have reached iii four days from leavihg Nterfdlk Iflahd the 
plade where Too-gee lived, Icertkinry IHbuld have landed him there; 
but that not hein^he cafe, (as this was the fifth day,) I did not cori- 
fider myfel/ juftifiable in detaining the fhip longer than was abfo- 
lutely nece^ry to land them in a place of fafety, and frortl which 
they might get to their homes. 

“ Notwithftanding the information which Too-gee had received, 
and the confidence that he placed in the chief, I felt much anxiety 
ahont pur two friends, and exprelfed to Tob-gee my apprehenfions 
that whaj he had heard might be an inventibh of Ko-t6-lcb-ke*8 and 
his people to get them and their efiedts into their power. To this 
Too-gee. replied with an honeft confidence, that “ etiketica no eteka,” 
j., e.^ a chief never deceives, I then" explained to the chibf by the 
means of Too-gee how much I was interefied in'tlieir g'ettiiig to Ho- 
dordp; adding, that in three mOons I Ihould return to Ho-do-do; 
and if I found that Too-gee and Hoo-dbo were fafe arrived with their 
effebls, I would then return to Moo-dee When-u-a, and make him 
very coididerable prefents, in addition to thofe which I fhould now 
give him and his people for their trouble in conduifting our two 
friends to their reliance, I had fo much reafori to be convinced of 
the old man’s fincerity, t$at I confidered it injunous to threaten him 
with puniflimen^ for failing in fiU engagement. ' The only anfwer 

niiiil#*. wa.a Kv TMittinrr Knth Vi?c Fiein/Tu :^C 1.!^ 

head, 
nofes 

minutes, the old chief muttering — ^ncr 

this he werit through the lame ceremony with bur two friends, which 
^nded with a .d^nc^ wfien the two latteV jomed nofes with me, arid 
. faid that kp-to-lco- ke was npw becoihe them fatlier, and would in 
perfon cbndud them to Ijo-do-dp (which was Very faithTully per- 
formed). . fj , , 
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“ While I was preparing what I meant to give them, Too-gee (who 
I am now convinced was a prieft) had made a circle of the New 
Zealanders round him, in the centre of which was the old chief, and 
recounted what he had feen during his abfence. At many paflages 
they gave a Ihout of admiration. Fearing that they doubted his ve- 
racity when he told them that he had been only three days from Nor- 
folk Ifland, he produced a cabbage, which he afllired them had been 
cut only five days before from my garden. This convincing proof 
produced a general fhout of furprife. 

“ Every thing being now ready for their departure, our two friends 
requcfted that Ko-to-ko-ke mrglit fee the foldiers exercife and fire. 
To this I could have no objedfion, as the requeft came from them j 
but took that opportunity of explaining to the chief, that he might 
fee, by our treatment of him and his two countrymen, that it was 
our wilh and intention to be good neighbours and friends, with all 
Ea-hei-no-mawe; adding that thefe weapons were never ufed but 
when we were injured, 

“ About one hundred and fifty of the New Zealanders were feated 
on the larboard fide of the deck, and the detachment paraded on the 
oppolite fide. After going through the manual, and firing three vol- 
lies, two great guns were fired, one loaded with a fingle ball, and the 
other with grape fhot, which fiirprifed them greatly. 

“ After this we feparated, Too-gee and Hoo-dbo taking an af- 
fe£ticA'»ate leave of every perfon on board, and reminding me of my 
promife of vifiting them again; when, they faid, they would return 
with me to Norfolk Illand and take their families. 

“ The venerable chief, after having taken great pains to pronounce 
my name, and made me well acquainted with his, got into his canoe. 
On putting off from the Ihip, they were faluted with three cheers,, 
which thtfy returned well as they could, by Too-gee’s direilions. 
Two hours after theisr departure we failed, and, after a paflage of five 
days from New Zealand, and ten days ablence from Norfolk liland, I 
.'landed in tlie afternoon of the t€th. 
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the riorthward, might have detained tlics Ihip fome days Ibnger. 
Could I have reached id four days from leaving Norfolk Ifland the 
pla<ie where Too-gee lived, I certainly ‘ flibuld have landed him there; 
but that not bein^he cafe, (as this was the fifth day,) I did not con- 
fider myfetf juftifiable in detaining the (hip longer than was abfo- 
lutely neceffary to land them in a placd of fafeiy, and ftoftl which 
they rnight get to their homes. 

“ Notwithftanding the information which Too-gbe had received, 
and the confidence that he placed in the chief, 1 felt much anxiety 
about pur two friends, and exprelfed to Tob-gee my apprehenfions 
that wjia): he had heard might be an inventibn of Ko-to-lcb-ke's and 
his people to get them and their effects into their power. To this 
Too-gee, replied with an honeft confidence, that “ etiketica no eteka,” 
L e.^ a chief never deceives. I then explamea to the chief by the 
means of Too-gee how much 1 was inteVefted in their getting to Ho- 
dordpj,. adding,^ that in three mobns I (fiould return to Ho-do-do; 
and if I found that Too-gee and Hoo-dbo were fafe arrived with their 
effeds, I would then return to Moo-dee 'Wheh-u-a, and make him 


very confiderable prefents, in addition to thofe which I Ihould now 
^ive him and his people for their trouble in conducing our two 
friends to their refidence. I had fo mubh reafoii to be convinced of 


the old man’s fincerity, t$at 1 confidcred it injurious to threaten him 
with puniihment for failing, in His engagement. The only anfwer 
Ko-to-ko-k,e made was, by putting both his hands to the (ides of his 
head, (making me perferm tfic fame ceremOny,) and joining our 


head, (making me perform tfic fame ceremOny,) and joining our 
nofes; in which pofitioa we remained, I foould fuppofe, full three 
minutes, the old chief mutterihg what I- did not underftand. After 
this he went through the fame ccremoriy with bur tivo frifeiids, vvhich 
gpjied with, a .dance^, wHeh the t^o iMtei* joined nofes with ine, and 
. (aid that Kp-to-lfo-ke was now becbrhe theU father, and would in 
perfon fondubi thcn^ to jfo-do-db (which was very faithfully per- 
formed). 5 , .. 
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“ While I was preparing what I meant to give them, Too-gee (who 
I am now convinced was a prieft) had made a circle of the New 
Zealanders round him, in the centre of which was the old chief, and 
recounted what he had feen during his abfence. At many paflages 
they gave a fliout of admiration. Fearing that they doubted his ve- 
racity when he told them that he had been only three days from Nor- 
fulk Illand, he produced a cabbage, which he aflTured them had been 
cut only five days before from my garden. This convincing, proof 
produced a general Ihout of furprife. 

“ Every thing being now ready for their departure, our two friends 
requefted that Ko-to-ko-ke might fee the foldiers exercife and fire. 
To this I could have no objedion, as the requeft came from them ; 
but took that opportunity of explaining to the chief, that he might 
fee, by our treatment of him and his two countrymen, that it was 
our wilh and intention to be good neighbours and friends, with all 
Ea-hei-no-mawe; adding that thefe weapons were never ufed but 
when we were injured. 

“ About one hundred and fifty of the New Zealanders were feated 
on the larboard fide of the deck, and the detachment paraded on the 
oppolite fide. After going through the manual, and firing three vol- 
lies, two great guns were fired, one loaded with a fingle ball, and the 
other with grape Ihot, which furprifed them greatly. 

After this we feparated, Too-gee and Hoo-doo taking an af- 
fe£li(^atc leave of every perfon on board, and reminding me of my 
promife of vifiting them again; when, they faid, they would return 
with me to Norfolk Illand and take their families. 

** The venerable chief, after having taken great pains to pronounce 
my name, and made me well acquainted with his, got into his canoe. 
On putting off from the ffiip, they were faluted with three cheers,, 
which they returned arf well as they could, by Too-gcc’s directions. 
Two hours after tiveir departure we failed, and, after a paffage of five 
days from New Zealand, arid ten days abfence from Norfolk Illand, I 
.’landed in t'he afrernoon of the iSth.. 
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. The little intercourfe that I had with the. New Zealanders does 
not enable me to fay much refpedHng them, or to form any declfive 
opinion of them ; as much of their friendly behaviour in this flight 
interview might be owing to our connexion with Too-gee and Hoo- 
doo, and their being with us. Thefc two worthy favages (if the 
term may be allowed) will, I am confident, ever retain the moil 
grateful remembrance of the Icindnefs they received on Norfolk Ifland ; 
and if the greater part of their countrymen have but a fmall 
portion of the amiable difpolition of Too-gee and Hoo-doo, they 
certainly aire a people between whom and the Englifli colonifts a 
good underftanding may with common prudence and precaution be 
cultivated. I regret very much that the fervice on which the Bri- 
tannia was ordered did not permit me to detain her longer; as in a 
few days, with the help of our two friends, much ufeful information 
might have been obtaaned refpe£ting the quantity of manufadlured 
flax that might be procured ; which I think would be of high im- 
portance, if better known. The great quantity that was procured, in 
exchange for fmall pieces of iron hoop, is a proof, that an abundance 
of this valuable article is manufactured among thenoi.*’ 


REMARKS ON THE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE 
NATIVES OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 

The reader of tlie preceding narrative will have fisen, that after 
many untoward occurrences, and a coniiderable lapfe of time, that 
friendly intercourfe with the natives which had been fo earneftly de- 
iired was at length eftabliflied ; and having never been materially in- 
terrupted, thefe remote iflanders have been (hewn living in conflder- 
able numbers among the inhabitants of Sydney, without fear or re- 
ftraint ; acquiring their language ; readily falling in with their man- 
ners and cuftoms ; enjoying the comforts of their clothing, and re- 
ILfliing the variety of their food. They faw them die in their houfes, 
and the places of the deceafed inftantly filled by others, who ob(erveti( 
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nothing in the fate of their predeceflTors to deter them from living as 
they had feen them do, and placing the fame entire confidence in 
their entertainers which they had done, and which it was the in- 
terefl as welL as pleafure of thofe to cultivate; They wore allow-* 
ed to be in general their own maflers, and rarely interrupted in any 
of their defigns ; judging that by fuffering them to live as they had 
been ufed to do, an earlier knowledge of their cufloms and manners 
would be attained, than by waiting to acquire their language. On 
this principle, whenever they, affembled to dance or to fight before the 
houfes, they were never difperfed j. button the contrary, thefe meet- 
ings were attended by all the principal people of the fettlement;- This 
attention appeared to be agreeable as- well as ufeful ; for if any 
them were wounded in the conteft, it was their pra&ice to look for 
one of the Englifh furgeons, in whom they placed entire confidence,, 
and fhewed great bravery in the firmnefs with which- they bore the ‘ 
knife and the probe. 

By flow degrees both’ parties began mutually to be pleafed with,- 
and to underftand each other.. Language, indeed^ was- out of the 
queflion ; for at the time of writing this- (September- 1796,) nothing., 
but a barbarous mixture of EnglilK with the Port Jackfon dialed was 
fpoken by either party; and it muft be added, that- even in this the 
natives had the advantage; oomprehending, . with much greater apt- 
nefs than the Englifh could pretend' to^ every thing.that they heard 
them fay. From a pretty clofe obfervation, however, . aflCfted by the 
ufe of the barbarous dialed juft- mentioned, the following particulars- 
refpeding the natives of New South Wales have been colleded.- 

Government!. 

The natives about Botany Bay,- Port Jackfon; and Broken Bay, 
were found living in that ftate of nature which muft have been com- 
mon to all men previous to their uniting in fdciety, and acknowl^g- 
ing but one authority. Thefe people are diftributed into familks; . 
the head or fenior of which exads. compliance from the reft. Ih the 
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early Intcrcourfe with them (and indeed at a much later period, on 
the EngHfli meeting with families to whom they were unknown) 
tliey were always accofted by the perfon who appeared to be the eldeR: 
of the party; while the women, youths, and children, were kept at a 
dillance. The word which in their language fignifies father was ap- 
j^licd to their old men; and when, after fome time, and by clofe ob- 
fervation, they perceived the authority with which Governor Phillip 
commanded, and the obedience which he exafted, they beftowed on 
him the diftinguifliing appellation of Be-anna, or father. This title 
being conferred folcly on him (although they perceived the authority 
of TOafters over their lervants) places the true fenfe of the word 
beyond a doubt, and proves that to thofe among them who enjoyed 
that diAindlion belonged the authority of a chief. 

When any of the/e went into the town, they were immediately 
pointed out by their companions, or thofe natives who refided in it, 
in a whifper, and with an eagernefs of manner which, while it com- 
• rnanded the attention of thofe to whom it was diredled, imprefled 
them likewife with an idea that they were looking at perfons re- 
markable for fome fuperior quality even among the favages of New 
Holland. Another acceptation of the word Be-anna, however, foon 
became evident ; for it was obferved to be frequently applied by chil- 
dren to men who were known to have no children. On inquiry, 
however, it was underftood, that in cafe a father fliould die, the 
neared of kin, or fome deputed friend, would take care of his chil- 
dren j and were by them ftyled Be-anna. Here, if the reader paufes 
for a moment, to confider the difference between the general conduct 
cff our baptil'mal fponfors (to whofe duties this cuftom bears much re- 
fcmblance), and the humane pradice of thefe uncivilifed people, 
will not the comparifon fuffufe his cheek with fomething like fhame, 
at feeing the enlightened chridian fo didanced, in the race of humanity, 
by the untutored favage, who has hitherto been the objeil of both 
his pity and contempt ? But forry is the Hidorian to recoiled,, what 
as a faithful narrator he is compelled to relate, one particular in their 
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cuftoms that is wholly irreconcilable with the humane duties which 
they have preferibed to themfelves in the above in fiance ; duties which 
relate only to thofe children who, in ilie event of lofing the mother, 
could live without her immediate aid. A far different lot is referved 
for fuch as are at that time at the bread, or in a date of abfolute help- 
leflhefs, as will be feen hereafter. 

We have mentioned their being divided into families. Each family 
has a particular place of refidence, from which is derived its didin- 
guifliing name. This is formed by adding the monofyllable to the 
name of the place: thus the fonthern diorc of Botany Bay is called 
Gwea, and the people who inhabit it dilc themfelves Gwcagal. Thofe 
who live on the north fltore of Port Jackfon arc called Cam- mcr- ray- 
gal, tliat part of the harbour being didinguilhed from others by the 
name of Cam mer-ray. Of this lad family, or tribe, the fettlers had 
heard Ben-nil-long and other natives fpeak (before they were other- 
wife known) as of a very powerful people, who could oblige them to 
attend wdierevcr and whenever they diicifled. They w'erc afterwards 
found to be by far the mod numerous tiibc yet difcoveied. It fo hap- 
pened, that they were alfo the mod robud and mufcular, and that 
among them were feveral of the people dyled Car-rah-dy and Car- 
rah-di-gang, of which extraordinary perfonages wc fhall have to 
Ipeak particularly, under the article Superstition. 

• To the tribe of Cam-me-ray alfo belonged the exclufive and extra- 
ordinary privilege of exadling a tooth from the natives of other tribes 
inhabiting the fea-coad, or of all fuch as were within their authority. 
The exercife of this privilege places thefe people in a particular point 
of view ; and there is no doubt of their decided fuperiority. Many 
conteds, or decifions of honour (for fuch there are among them), have 
been delayed until the arrival of thefe people ; and when they came, 
it was impoflible not to obferve the fuperiority and influence which 
their number and their mufcular appearance gave them. 

Thefe are all the traces that could ever be difeovered among them 
of government or fubordination j and we may imaglhe the dfcference 
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nvhich is paid to the tribe of Catn-mer-ray, to be derived wholly from 
their fuperiority of numbers ; but this fuperiority they have probably 
maintained for a length of time j and, indeed, the privilege of demand- 
ing a tooth from the young men of other families mull: have been of 
long (landing, and coeval with the obedience which was paid to them : 
hence their fuperiority partakes fomething of the nature of a confti- 
tuted authority ; an authority which has the fan£lioa of cullom to 
plead for its continuance. 

Religion. 

It has been aflbrted by an eminent divine*, that no country has 
yet been difeovered where fome trace of religion was not to be found. 
From every obfervation and inquiry that could be made among, thefe 
people, they appear an exception to this opinion. It is certain, that they 
do not worlhip either fun, moon, or Aar ; that however necelTary fire 
may be to them, it is not an obje^ of adoration ; neither have they 
refpe^ for any particular bead, bird, or fifli. Nor could any objeft 
ever be difeovered, either fubftantial or imaginary, that impelled them 
to the commifiion of good adions, or deterred them from the perpe- 
tration of what we deem crimes. There indeed exifted among them 
fome idea of a future date, but not conneded in any wife with religion; 
for it had no influence whatever on their lives and adions. On their 
being often quedioned as to what became of them after their deceafe^ 
fome anfwcred that they went either on or beyond the great water ; 
but by far the greater number fignified, that they went to the clouds. 
The author converting with Ben-nil-long after his return from Eng- 
land, where he had obtained much knowledge of our cudoms and 
manners, wilhing to learn what were his ideas of the place from which 
his countrymen came, led him to the fubjed, by obferving, that all 
the white men at Port Jackfon had come from England, and then 
aflted him where the black inen (or Eora) came from ? He hetitated. — 
Did they comd from any iiland ? His anfwer was, that he knew of 
none : ^ey came from the clouds (alluding, perhaps, to the abori- 
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gines of the country) ; and when they died, they returned ttxthe clouds 
(Boo<row*e). He fecmed defirous to make it underftood that they 
afcended in the fhape of little children^ hrft hovering in the tops and 
in the branches of trees ; and meationed fomething about eating (in 
that ftate) their favourite food, little filhes. 

If this idea of the immortality of the foul Ihould excite a fmilc, let 
the mocker alk himfelf, if it be more ridiculous than the belief which 
many among us entertain, that at the laif day the various disjointed 
bones of men (hall hnd out each its proper owner, and be re-united ; 
the favage here treads clofe upon the footfteps of the Chriftian. 

The young natives who refided at Sydney were very defirous of 
going to church on Sunday, but knew not for what purpofe any one 
attended. They were often feen to take a book, and with much fuc- 
cefs imitate the clergyman in his manner (indeed, better or readier 
mimics can no where be found), laughing and enjoying the applaufe 
which they received. 

An account has appeared in a pamphlet, or a newfpaper, of a native 
throwing himfelf in the way of a man who was about to fhoot a crow ; 
and the perfon who wrote the account drew an inference, that the 
bird was an object of worfhip ; but it can be with confidence af- 
firmed, that, fo far from dreading to fee a crow killed, they are very 
fond of eating their flefh, and take the following particular method to 
enfnare that bird : a native will firetch himfelf on a rock, as if afieep 
in the fun, holding a piece of filh in his hand ; the bird, be it hawk 
or crow, feeing the prey, and not obferving any motion in the native, 
pounces on the fifh ; and in the inftant of feizing it is caught by the 
favage, who foon throws it on the fire, and makes a meal, that, for en* 
joyment, might be envied by an epicure. 

That they have ideas of a diflinftion between good and bad, is evi> 
dent from their having terms in their language fignificant of tbeie 
qualities. Thus, the Aing-ray was (wee-re) bad; It was a fiAi of which 
they never ate. The patta-go-rang or kangooroo was (bood-yer^e) 
good, and they were very fond of it. 
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To exalt thefe people at all above the brute creation, it is neceflary 
to fliew that they have the gift of reafon, and that they knew the 
dillint^ion between right and wrong, as well as between what food 
was good and what was bad. Of thefe latter qualities their fenfes in- 
formed them ; but the knowledge of right and wrong could only pro- 
ceed from reafon. It is true, they had no diftindtion or terms for 
thefe qualities; wee-re and bood-yer-re alike implying what was good 
and bad, and right and wrong. Inftances, however, were not want- 
ing, of their ufing them to deferibe the fenfations of the mind as well 
as of the fenfes : thus, their enemies were wee-re ; their friends bood- 
yer-re. On being fpoken to, of cannibalifm, they exprefled great 
horror at the mention, and faid it was wee- re. On feeing any of the 
people who had ill-treated them punifhed, they exprefled their appro- 
bation, by faying it was bood-yer-re. Midnight murders, though 
frequently pradifed among them whenever paffion or revenge didlated, 
they reprobated, but applauded ads of kindnefs and gencrofity ; for 
of both thefe they were capable. A man who would not ftand to have 
a fpear thrown at him, but ran away, was a coward, jee-run, and 
wee- re. But their knowledge of the difterence between right and 
wrong certainly never extended beyond their exiftence in this world ; 
not leading them to believe that the pradicc of either had any relation 
to their future ftate ; this was manifcfl: from their idea of quitting this 
world, or rather of entering the next, in the form of little children, 
under which form they would re-appear in this. 

Stature and Appearance. 

Very few men or women among them could be faid to be tall, and 
Hill fewer were well made. At one time a dwarf, a female, appeared 
among them, who, when (he flood upright, meafured about four feet 
two inches : none of her limbs were dlfproportioned, nor were her 
features unpleafant ; and Ihe had a child at her back. The other na- 
tives feemed to make her an objed of their merriment. In general, 
indeed almoft univerfally, the limbs of thefe people were fmall ; of 
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moft of them the arms, legs, and thighs were very thin. This, no 
doubt, is owing to the poornefs of their living, which is chiefly on 
fiih ; otherwife the finenefs of the climate, co-operating with the 
cxercife which they take, might have rendered them more mufcular. 
Thofe who live on the fea-coaft depend entirely on fifli for their fuf- 
tenance ; while the few who dwell in the woods fubfift on fuch ani- 
mals as they can catch. The very great labour neceflary for taking 
thefc animals, and the fcantinefs of the fupply, keep the wood natives 
in as poor a condition as their brethren on the coaft. It has been re- 
marked, that thefc natives had longer arms and legs than thofe who 
lived about Sydney. This might proceed from their being compelled 
to climb the trees, after honey, and the fmall animals which reforfto 
them, fuch as the flying fquirrel and opoflum, which they cffe£t by 
cutting with their ftone liatchets notches in the bark of the tree of. a 
fuffiejent dej5th and fize to receive the ball of the great toe. The firft 
notch being cut, the toe is placed in it; and while the left* arm em- 
braces the tree, a fecond is cut at a convenient diftance to receive the 
other foot. V>y this method they afeend with aftonilhing quicknefs, 
always clinging with the left hand and cutting with the right, refting 
the whole weight of the body on the ball of either foot. One of the 
gum trees was obferved by a party on an excurfion, which was judged 
to be about one hundred and thirty feet in height, and which had 
been notched by the natives at lead eighty feet. 

The features of many of thefe people were far from unpleafing, 
particularly of the women ; in general, the black buflry beards of the 
men, and the bone or reed which they thruft through the cartilage of 
the nofe, tended to give them a difgufting appearance ; but in the 
women, that feminine delicacy which is to be found among white 
people was to be traced even upon their fable cheeks ; and, though 
entire ftrangers to the comforts and conveniencies of clothing, yet 
they fought with a native modefty to conceal by attitude what the 
want of covering would otherwife have revealed ; bringing to the 
recollection of thofe who obferved them. 

The bending ftatuc which enchants the world^*^ 
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though It inuft be owned, that the refernblance confifted foldjr in the 
pofition. 

Both fexes ufe the difgufting praftice of rubbing fi(h oil into 
their fkins ; but they are compelted to this as a guard againft the ef- 
fcds of the air, and of mufquitoes, and flies ; fome of which are large, 
^nd bite or fting with much feverity. But the oil, together with the 
perfpiration from their bodies, produces, in hot weather, a moft hor- 
rible llcnch. Some of them have been feen with the entrails of fifli 
frying in 'the burning fun upon their heads, until the oil ran down 
over their foreheads. To their hair, by means of the yellow gum, 
they fatten the front teeth of the kangooroo, and the jaw-bones of a 
large fiih, human teeth, pieces of wood, feathers of birds, the tail of 
the dog, and certain bones taken out of a fifh, not unlike human teeth. 
The natives who inhabit the fhore of Botany Bay divide the hair into 
fmall parcels, each of which they mat together with gum, and form 
them into lengths like the thrums of a mop. Gn particular occattons, 
they ornament themfelves with red and white clay, ufing the former 
when preparing to fight, the latter for the more peaceful amufement 
of dancing. The falhion of thefe adornments was left to each perfoa’s 
tafte ; and fome, when decorated in their very beft manner, looked 
perfectly horrible. Nothing could appear more terrible than a black 
and difmal face, with a large white circle drawn round each eye, 
waved lines down each arm, thigh, and leg i fome with checquers 
daubed and lines drawn over each rib ; thefe prefented moft fpedtre- 
like figures. Previous to either adance or a combat, they were always 
found bufily employed in thefe neceflfary preliminaries. Both fexes 
are ornamented with fears upon the breaft, arms, and back, which 
are cut with broken pieces of the fhell that they ufe at the end of the 
throwing-ftick. By their keeping open thefe incifions, the flelh grows 
up between the fides of the wound, and after a time, fkinning over, 
forms a large weal or feam. 

The women are early fubjeded to an uncommon mutilation of the 
two firft joints of the little finger of the left hand. This operation is 

performed 



OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


359 


1795.] 

performed when they are very young, and is done under an idea that 
thefe joints of the little finger are. in the way when they wind their 
fifhing-lines over the hand. Very few were to be met with who 
had not undergone this ceremony, and thefe appeared to be held in 
contempt. 

The men too were not without their mutilation, moft of thofe who 
lived on the fea-coaft having loll the right front tooth ; but a parti- 
cular account of the ceremonies ufed on this occafion will be found 
hereafter, under the article Customs and Manners. 

Few deformities of perfon were noticed among them y once or twice 
the print of inverted feet have been found on the fand. Round fhoul* 
ders or hump-backs were never obferved in any one infiance, yet no 
women could be more inattentive to their young than thefe favages ; 
frequent infiances occurred of infants rolling into the fire, and being 
dreadfully burnt, while their mother flept befide them * indeed, thefe 
people are extremely difficult to awaken when once aileep. 

Their fight is peculiarly fine } indeed, their exifience very often 
depends upon the accuracy of it ; for a fhort-fighted man (a nusfor- 
tune unknown among them, and not yet introduced by fafhion, nor re- 
lieved by the ufe of a glafs) would never be able to defend himfelf 
from their fpears, which are thrown with amazing force and ve- 
locity. s 

The colour of thefe people is not in all cafes ^e fame : fome have 
been feen who, even when cleanfed from the Ihnoke and filth which 
were always to be found on their perfons, were nearly as black as the 
African negro j while others have exhibited only a copper or Malay 
colour. The natural covering of their heads is not wool, as in inofi 
other black people, but hair y this was particularly remarked in Ben- 
nil-long after his return from England, where fome attention to his 
drefs had been paid ; he was found to have long black hair : black, 
indeed, was the general colour, though fome few were feen to have it 
of a reddilh cafi. 
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Their nofes are flat, noftrils wide, eyes much funk in the head, and 
covered with thick eye-brows j in addition to which, they wear tied 
round the head, a net, the breadth of the forehead, made of the fur 
of the opoflum, which, when wifhing to fee very clearly, they draw 
over their eye-brows, thereby contradling the light. Their lips are 
thick, and the mouth extravagantly wide ; but when opened difeovers 
two rows of" white, even, and found teeth. Many have very piomir 
nent jaws. 

Habitations. 

Their habitations are as rude as imagination can conceive. The 
hut of the woodman is made of the baik of a finglc tree, bent in the 
middle, and placed on its two ends on the ground, affording flieltcr 
to only one mifcrahle tenant. Thefe they never carry about with them. 
On the fea coaft the huts were larger, formed of pieces of bark 
from fcveral trees put together in the form of an oven, with an entrance, 
and large enough to hold fix or eight people. Their fire was always 
at the mouth of the hut, rather within than without ; and the interior 
was in general the moft nally fmoke-dried place that can be conceived. 
Befides thefe bark huts, they made ufc of excavations in the rock. At 
the mouths of thefe excavations was noticed a luxuriancy of foil ; and 
oil turning up the ground, it was found rich with fliells and other ma- 
nure. Thefe proved a valuable refource to the fettlement ; as many 
loads of ftiells were burnt into lime, while the other parts were wheeled 
into the gardens. 

In their liuts and their caves they lie down indiferiminately 
mixed, men, women, and children together ; and appear to poffefs 
under them much the fame enjoyment as may be fuppofed to be found 
by the brute beaft in his den, flielter from the weather, and, if not dif- 
turbed by extertftil enemies, the comfort of fleep. * 

The extreme foundnefs with which they fleep invites jealoufy, or 
revenge for other wrongs, to arm the hand of the aflTaflin. Many in- 
ftances of this occurred > one of which was rendered remarkable, by 
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the murderer firft taking a fleepxng infapt froiu Acmf father 

whom he was abo^t to deprive of exlhjence : Jthe J(^e i^roug^t .tp 
Sydney to be taken care of. 

Being themfelves fendble of the danger they were in while aHeep, 
they eagerly fought to obtain puppies of the fpaniel and terrier breeds 
from the fettlerS) which they confidered as invaluable guardians during 
the night. 

Mode ov iLivino. 

The natives on the fea-coaft,and who are the moft known, have little 
other fupport than hlh. Men, women, and children, are employed in 
procuring them ; but the means ufed are different according to the fex 
of the hlher ; the men killing them with the fiz-gig, while the females 
ufe the hook and line. The hz-gig is made of the wattle ; has a joint 
in it, faftened by gum; is from fifteen to twenty feet in length, and 
armed with four barbed prpngs; the barb being a piece df bone fecured 
by gum. 

The lines ufed by the women are made by themfelves of the bark of 
a fmall tree which they find in the neighbourhood. Their hooks are 
made of the mother-of-pearl oyfter, whieh they rub on a ftone until it 
affumes the fhape that they want. Though thefe hooks are not barbed, 
they catch fifli with them with great facility. 

While fifhing, the women fing. In their canoes, they always carry 
a fmall fire laid upon fea-weed or (and, with which, when defirous of 
eating, they drefs their meal. 

The woods, exclufive of the animals which they occafionally find 
in their neighbourhood, afford them but little fuftenance ; a few ber- 
ries, the yam and fern-root, the flowers of the different bankfia, and at 
times feme honey, make up the whole vegetable catalogue. 

The natives who live in the woods, and on the n^gins of rivers, 
are compelled to feek a difi'erent fubfiftence, and are driven to a harder 
exercife of their abilities to procure it; one inftance of which has been 
■given in the manner of their climbing the trees : they have, befides,. 

a laborious method of enfnaring animals. 
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Thefe wood natives make a pafte formed of the fern-root and the 
ahtbniifed together; in the fcafon, they alfo add the eggs of this 
infed. 

Courtship and Marriage. 

How will the refined ear of gallantry be wounded at the reading an 
account of the courtfhip of thefe people ! It has been faid, that there 
was a delicacy vifible in the manners of the females. Is it not (hock- 
ing then to think, that the prelude to love fhould be violence ? yet 
fuch it is in their country, and violence of the moft brutal nature. 
Thefe unfortunate victims of luft and cruelty (it will admit of no better 
term) are, it is believed, always fcle^ied from the women of a different 
tribe from that of the males, (for they ought not to be dignified with 
the title of men,) and with whom they are at enmity. Secrecy is ne- 
ccffarily obferved, and the poor wretch is flolen upon in the abfence 
of her proteftors. Being firft ftupified with blows, inflided with clubs 
or wooden fwords, on the head, back, and Ihoulders, every one of 
which is followed by a dream of blood, Ihe is then dragged through 
the woods by one arm, with a perfeverance and violence that it might 
be fuppofed would difplace it from its focket. The lover, or rather 
the ravifher, is regardlefs of the dones or broken pieces of trees 
which may lie in his route, being anxious only to convey his prize, in 
fafety, to his own party, where a feene enfues too (hocking to relate. 
This outrage is not refented by the relations of the female, who only 
retaliate by a (imilar outrage when they find an opportunity. This is 
fo condantly the pradice among them, that even the children make it 
a play-game or exercife. 

The women thus raviflied become their wives, are incoiporatcd into 
the tribes to ^ich their bulbands belong, and but feldom quit them 
for others. 

Many of the men do not confine themfelvcs to one woman. Ben- 
nil-Iong, previous to his vifit to England, was poircffed of two wives, 
both living with him and attending on him wherever he went. One, 
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named Ba-rang-a-roo, lived with him at the time he was feized and 
taken a captive to the fettlement ; and before her death he had brought 
off from Botany Bay, by the violence before defcribed, Go-roo*bar- 
roo-bool lo; and (he continued with him until his departure for 
England. It was underftnod that all the natives on the banks of the 
Hawkefbury had two wives j and indeed, on the whole, more inftances 
were known of plurality of wives than of monogamy. In no one 
inftance had they been obferved to have children by both women ; and 
.in general, as might be expeded, the two females were always jealous 
of, and quarrelling with each other ; though it was underRood, that 
the firR wife claimed apriority of attachment, and an exclufive right to 
thai*0onjugal embrace ; while the fecond or latter choice was compelled 
to be the drudge and Rave of both. 

ChaRity was a virtue in which, certainly, neither fex prided them* 
fclves ; yet the females, having difeovered that the white people thought 
it Riameful to be feen naked, became, at leaR many of them, extremely 
delicate and referved in this re.(pe6: when before them ; but when in 
the prefence of only their own people, they were perfectly indif* 
ferent about their appearance. 

^'Customs and Manners. 

During the time of parturition thefe people fuffer tipne but feniii|in| 
to be prefent. War-re-weer, Ben^nil-long’s After, being taken in la- 
bour while in the town, an opportunity offered of ’obferving them in 
that critical jun£lure ; of which fome of the women, who were fa- 
vourites with the girl, were defired to avail themfelvesj and from 
them were obtained the following particulars : 

During her labour one female was employed in pouring cold water 
from to time on the abdomen, while another, tyii^ one end of a 
fmall line round War-rc-weer’s neck, with the other end ruSAgd her 
own lips until they bled. She derived no actual afliftance from thofe 
about her, the child coming into the world by the foie effort of na- 
ture; neither did any one receive it from her; but one of the white 
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women divided the umbiliesl cord and walhed the child, which the 
mother readily permitted, although the other natives ftrongly ob- 
jected to it. The poor creature appeared much exhauftcd. 

Ben-nil-long’s wife, a few hours after flie had been delivered of a 
child, was feen walking about alone and picking up flicks to mend 
her fire. The infant, whofc fkin appeared to have a reddifti cafl, was 
lying in a piece of foft bark on the ground. 

The child thus produced is by the mother carried about for fomc 
days on a piece of foft bark, and, as foon as it acquires flrcngth enough, 
is removed to the flionlders, where it fits with its little legs acrofs 
her neck ; and, taught by neceffityj foon catches hold of her hair to 
preferve itfelf from falling. 

The reddifli cafl of the Ikin foon gives place to the natural hue ; a 
change that is much aflifled by the fmoke and dirt in which, from the 
moment of their exiflence, thefe little wretches are nurtured. The 
parents begin early to decorate them after the cuflom of the country ; 
for as foon as the hair of the head can be taken hold of, flfli bones 
and teeth of animals are faflcned to it with gum. White clay orna- 
ments their little limbs ; and the females fulfer the extraordinary am- 
putation which they term Mal-gun before they have quitted their feat 
on their mother’s fhoulders. 

^ about a month or fix weeks old the child receives its name. 
This is generally taken from fome of thd objects conflantly before their 
eyes, fuch as a bird, A beafl, or si fiih, and is given without any cere- 
mony. 

From their earlieft infancy the boys arc accuflomed to throwing the 
fpear, and to the habit of defending themfelves from it. They begin 
by throwing reeds at each other, and afe foon very expert. They 
alfo, from the time when they can" run, until prompted by manhood 
to realize their fports, amufe themfelves with flealing the females, and 
treat them at this time very little better than they do then. 

Between the ages of eight and fixteen, the males and females un- 
dergo the Operation ■which they term Gna-noong, viz. that of having 
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the feptum of the nofe bored, to receive a bone or reed, which among 
them 18 deemed a very great ornament, though the articulation is fre- 
quently rendered very imperfedt by it. Between the fame years alfo 
the males receive the qualifications which arc given to them by lofing 
one front tooth. This ceremony occurred twice while the Author of 
this narrative was in the country ; and at the fecond of thefe opera- 
tions he was fo fortunate as to be prefent the whole of the time, at- 
tended by aperfon well qualified to make Drawings of every particular 
circiimflance that occurred. 

On the 25th of January 1795, the natives affembled in confiderable 
numbers for the purpofe of performing this ceremony; as feveral 
youths well known in the fettlement, never having fubmitied to the 
operation, were now to be made men. Pe-mul-wy, a wood native, 
and many ftrangers, came in ; but the principals in the operation not 
being arrived from Cam-mer-ray, the intermediate nights were to be 
pafled in dancing j for which purpofe they were ornamented in their 
beft manner, and certainly difplayed a variety of taftes. One was 
painted white to the middle, his beard and eyebrows excepted, others 
were diftinguifhed by large white circles round the eyes, which ren- 
dered them as terrific as can be well imagined. It was not until the 
fecond of February that the party was complete. In the evening of 
that day the people from Cam-mer-ray arrived, among whom were 
thofe who were to perform the operation.. They were painted after 
the manner of their country, were moftly provided with fhields, and 
all armed with clubs, fpcars, and throwing flicks. The place feledled for 
this extraordinary exhibition was at tlie head of Farm Cove, where 
a fpace had been for fome days prepared by clearing it of grafs,. 
flumps, &c. j it was an oval figure, the dimenfions of it 2.7 feet by 
eighteen, and was named Yoo-lahng. 

When the Author reached the fpot, he found the party from the 
North Shore armed, and {landing at one end of it ; at the other were 
the boys who were to be given up for the purpofe of lofing each a 
tooth, with their feveral friends who had accompanied them. 
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The ceremony then began. The armed party advanced from their 
end of the Yoo-lahng, with a fong or rather a fhout peculiar to the 
occafion, clattering their fhields and fpears, and raifing a duft with 
their feet that nearly obfeured the objedts around them. On reaching 
the children one of the party ftepped from the crow'd, and feizing 
his victim returned with him to his party, w’ho received him with a 
Ihout louder than ufual, placing him in the midft, where he feemed 
defended by a grove of fpears from any attempts that his friends mig^rt 
make to refeue him. In this manner the whole were taken out, to the 
number of fifteen j thefe w’ere feated at the upper end of the Yoo- 
lahng, each holding down the head ; his. hands clafped, and his legs 
eroded under him. In this pofition, auk ward and painful as it mull 
have been, it was faid they were to remain all night ; and, until the 
ceremony was concluded, they were neither to look up nor take any 
refrefliment whatfoever. 

The Carrahdis now began fome of their myftical rites. One of 
them fuddenly fell upon the ground, and, throwing himfelf into a 
variety of attitudes, accompanied with every gefliculation that could 
be extorted by pain, appeared to be at length delivered of a bone, 
which was to be ufed in the enfuing ceremony. He was during tins 
apparently painful procefs encircled by a crowd of natives, who 
danced around him, iinging vociferoufly, while one or more beat 
him on the back until the bone w'^as produced, and he was thereby 
freed from his pain. 

He had no fooner rifen from the ground exhaufted, drooping, and 
bathed in fweat, than another went through the fame ceremonies, and 
ended alfo with the produ&ion of a bone, with which he had pru- 
dently provided himfelf, and concealed it in a girdle that he wore. 
By thefe mummeries the hoys were aflfured that the enfuing operation 
would be attended with little pain, and that the more th.efe Carrahdis 
fuffered, the lefs would be felt by them. 

It being now perfcdly dark, the Author quitted the place, with an 
invitation to return early in the morning. 
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On his repairing to the place foon after day-light, he found the 
natives fleeping in fmall detached parties ; and it was not until the 
fun had fhown himfelf that any of them began to ftir. The people 
of the North Shore flept by themfelves, and the boys, though it had 
been faid they were not to move, were lying alfo by themfelves. Soon 
after fun- rife, the Carrahdis and their party advanced in quick move- 
ments towards the Yoo-lahng, one after the other, ihouting as they 
entered, and running twice or thrice round it. The boys were then 
brought to the Yoo-lahng, hanging their heads and clafping their 
hands. On being fcated in this manner the ceremonies began, the 
principal performers in which appeared to be about twenty in number, 
and all of the tribe of Cam-mer-ray. 

The exhibitions now performed were numerous and various ; but 
all of them in their tendency pointed toward the boys, and had forae 
allufion to the principal aft of the day, which was to be the conclud- 
ing feene of it. The ceremony will be found pretty accurately repre- 
fented in the annexed Engravings (page 374'. 

No. I. — Reprefents the young men, fifteen in number, feated at 
the head of the Yoo-lahng, while thofe who were to be the operators 
paraded feveral times round it, running upon their hands and feet, 
and imitating the dogs of the country. Their drefs was adapted to this 
purpofe ; the wooden fword ftuck in the hinder part of the girdle 
which they wore round the waift, did not, when they were crawling 
on all-fours, look much unlike the tail of the dog curled over his back. 
Every time they paffed the place where the poor difmal-looking boys 
were feated, they threw up the fand and dull on them with their hands 
and their feet. During this ceremony the boys continued perfectly 
dill and filent, never once moving themfelves from the pofition in 
which they were placed, nor feeming in the lead to notice the ridicu- 
lous appearance of the Carrahdis and their afllbciates. 

It was underdood, that by this ceremony power oVer the dog was 
given to them, and that it endowed them with whatever good or bene- 
ficial qualities that animal might polTefs. 

The 
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'Che dogs of this country are of the jackal fpecies, and are of two 
colours ; the one, red with fome white about it ; the other, quite black: 
Ibtnc of them are very handfome. 

No. 2. — Rcprefents the young men feated as before. The firft 
figure in the plate is a flout robuft native, carrying on his fhoulders 
a pat-ta-go-rang, or kangooroo, made of grafs ; the fecond is carrying a 
load of brufh wood. The other figures feated about, are finging, and 
beating time to the fteps of the two loaded men, who appeared as it 
they were almofl unable to move under the weight of the burthen 
which they carried on their fhoulders. Halting every now and then, 
and limping, they at laft depofited their load at the feet of the young 
men, and retired from the Yoo-lahng^ as if they were exceffively fa- 
tigued by what they had done. It mufl be noticed, that the man who 
carried the brufhwood had thruft one or two flowering fhrubs through 
the feptuni of the nofe. He exhibited an extraordinary appearance in 
the feene. 

By this offering of the dead kangooroo was meant the power that 
was now given them of killing that animal ; the brufh- wood might re- 
prefent its haunt. 

No. 3.— The boys were left feated at the Yoo-lahng for about an 
hour ; during which the adiors went down into a valley near the 
place, where they fitted themfelves with long tails made of grafs, which 
they faftened to the hinder part of their girdles, inflead of the fword, 
which was laid afide during the feene. Being equ'pped, they put 
themfelves in motion as a herd of kangooroos, now jumping along, 
then lying down and fcratching themfelves, as thofe animals do when 
bafking in the fun. One man beat time to them with a club on a fhield^ 
while two others, armed, attended them all the way, pretending to 
fleal upon thej^ unobferved and fpear them. 

This was emblematical of one of their future cxcrcifes, the hunting 
of the kangooroo. 
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The fcene was altogether whlmdcal and curious j the valley where 
they equipped themfelves was very romantic, and the occahon per- 
fectly novel. 


No. 4. — On the arrival of this curious party at the Yoo-lahng, it 
pafled by the boys as the herd of Kangooroos ; and then, quickly di- 
verting themfelves of their artificial tails, each man caught up a boy, 
and placing him on his ihoulders, carried him off in triumph toward 
thclart fcene of this extraordinary exhibition. It murt be remarked, that 
the friends and relations of the young people by no means interfered, 
nor attempted to molert thefe North Shore natives in the execution of 
their bufinefs. 


No. 5. — ^After walking a fhort dirtance, the boys were let down 
from the rtioulders of the men, and placed in a clurter, rtanding with 
their heads inclined on their brearts, and their hands clafped together. 
Some of the party now difappeared for above ten minutes, to arrange 
the figure of the next fcene. The Author was not admitted to witnefs 
this bufinefs, about which they appeared to obferve a greater degree 
of myrtery and preparation than he had noticed in either of the pre- 
ceding ceremonies. He was at length, however, defired to come 
forward, when he found the figures as placed in the plate No. 5. 

The group on the left are the boys, and thofe who attended them ; 
fronting them were feen two men, one feated on the ftump of a tree 
bearing another man on his rtioulders, both with their arms extended. 
Behind thefe were f;’en a number of bodies lying with their faces 
toward the ground, as clofe to each other as they could lie, and at the 
foot of another ftump of a tree, on which were placed two other 
figures in the fame pofition as the preceding. 

As the boys and their attendants approached the firft of theie figures, 
the men who formed it began to move themfelves from fide to fide, 
lolling out their tongues, and ftaring as widely and horribly with their 
eyes as they poffibly could. After this mummery had continued fome 
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minutes, the men fcparated for them to pafs, and the boys were- now- 
led over the bodies lying on the ground. Tliefe immediately began to 
move, writhing as if in agony, and uttering a mournful difmal found, 
like very diflant thunder. Having paiTed over thefe bodies, the boys 
were placed before the fecond figures, who went through the fame 
feries of grimaces as thofe who were feated on the former ftump j after 
which the whole moved forward. 

A particular name, boo-roo-moo-roong, was given to this feene ; 
but of its import very little could be learned. To the inquiries made 
refpefting it no anfwer could be obtained, but that it was very good ; 
that the boys would now become brave men ; that they would fee 
well and fight well. 

No. 6-— At a little difiance from the preceding feene the whole 
party halted ; the boys were feated by each other, while oppofite 
to them were drawn up in a half circle the other party, now armed 
with the fpear and fhicld. In the centre of this party, with his face 
toward them, flood Boo der-ro, the native w'hohad throughout taken 
the principal part in the bufinefs. He held his fliield in one hand, 
and a club in the other, with which he gave them, as it were, the 
time for their exercife. Striking the fliield with the club, at every 
third flroke the whole party poifed and prefented their fpears at him,, 
pointing them inwards, and touching the centre of his fliield. 

This coticluded the ceremonies previous to the operation j and it ap- 
peared fignificant of an exercife which was to form the principal bufi- 
nefs of their lives, the ufe of the fpear. 


No. 7. — They now commenced their preparations for ftrlking out 
the tooth. The firll ful)je£t they took was a boy of about ten years of 
age ; and he was feated on the (boulders of another native, who fat 
on the grafs, as appears in this Plat®, 


The 



OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


37 * 


1796.^ 

The bone was now produced, which had been pretended to be 
taken from the ftomach of the native the preceding evening j this, 
being made very fliarp and fine at one end, was ufed for lancing the 
gufn ; and but for fome Inch precaution it would have been impojdible 
to have extracted the tooth wifhout breaking the jaw-bone. A throw- 
ing-ftick was now to be cut cii!;ht or ten inches from the end; and, to 
effedl this, much ceremony was ufed. The flick was laid upon a 
tree, and three attempts tr hit it were made before it was ftruck. The 
wood being very hard, and the inftrument a bad tomahawk, .it took 
fcveral blows to divide it ; but three feints were conftantly made before 
each ftroke. Wiien the gum was properly prepared, the operation 
began : the final left end of the ftick was applied as high upon the 
tooth as the gum would admit of, while the operator ftood ready 
with a large ftone apparently to drive the tooth down the throat of 
his patient. Here their attention to the number three was again ma- 
nifeft ; no ftroke was a(3:ually made until the operator had thrice at- 
tempted to hit the throwing-ftick. They were full ten minutes about 
this fitft operation, the tooth being, unfortunately for the boy, fixed 
very firm in the gum. It was at laft forced out, and the fufferer was 
taken to a little diftance, where the gum was clofed by his friends, 
who now equipped him in the ftylc that he wras to appear in for 
fom'e days. A girdle was tied round his waift, in which was ftuck a 
wooden fw'ord ; a ligature was put round his head, in which were ftuck 
flips of the grafs-gum tree ; which, being white, had a curious and not 
unplcafing effc£t. The left hand wms to be placed over the mouth, 
which was to be kept fhut ; he w^as on no account to fpeak ; and for 
that day he was not to eat. In like manner were all the others treated, 
except one, a pretty boy < bout eight or nine years of age, who, after 
fuffering his gum to be lanced, could not endure the pain of more 
than one blow with the ftone, and breaking from them, made his 
efcape. During the whole of the operation, the aftlftants made the 
moft hideous noife in the ears of the patients*, fuificient to diftrad^ 

• Crying e-wah e-wah, gi-ga-ga ga, repeatedly. 
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their attention, and to drown any cries that they could poffiWy have 
uttered ; but they made it a point of honour to bear the pain without 
a murmur. 

Some other peculiarities, however, were obferved. The blood that 
ilTued from the lacerated gum was not wiped away, but fullered to 
run down the breaft, and fall upon the head of the man on whofe 
fhoulders the patient fat, and whofe name was added to his. This 
blood remained dried upon the heads of the men, and breads of the 
boys for feveral days. The boys were alfo termed Kc-bar-ra, a name 
which has reference in its conftrudfion to the fingular inftrument 
ufcd on this occafion, Ke-bah in their language fignifying a rock or 
done. 


No. 8. — This Plate reprefents the young men arranged and fitting 
upon the trunk of a tree, as they appeared in the evening after the 
operation was over. The man is Cole-be, who is applying a broiled 
filh to his relation Nan-bar-ray’s gum, which had fuffered from the 
ftroke more than any of the others. 

Suddenly, on a fignal being given, they all ftarted up, and rulhed 
into the town, driving before them men, women, and children, who 
were glad to get cut of their way. They were now received into the 
clafs of men ; were privileged to wield the fpear and the club, and 
to oppofe their perfons in combat ; and might now feize fuch females 
as they chofe for wives. All this, however, muft be underftood to 
import, that by having fubmitted to the operation, having endured 
the pain of it without a murmur, and having loft a front tooth, they 
received a qualification which they were to exercife whenever their 
years and their ftrength ftiould be equal to it. 

Bcn-nil-long’s iifter, and Da-ring-ha, Cole-be’s wife, hearing the 
Author exprefs a great defire to be poUeflld of fome of thefe teeth, 
procured three of them for him. They were given with much fecrecy, 
and great dread of being obferved, and with an injundion that it 
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ihould never be known tliat they had made him fuch a prefent, as the 
Cam-mer-ray tribe, to whom they were to be given, w'ould not fail to 
punifh them for it ; and they added that they Ihould tell them the 
teeth were loft. 

One of the boys who had undergone the operation had formerly 
lived with the principal furgeon of the fettlement till that gentleman’s 
departure for England. A female relation of this boy brought hia 
tooth to the Author, with a requeft that he would fend it to Mr. 
White ; thus with gratitude remembering, after the lapfe of fome 
years, the attention which that gentleman had Ihewn to her relative. 
Thefe women urged the Author now to quit the place, as they did 
not know what might enfue. He had, indeed, obferved the natives 
arming themfelves-j much confufion and hurry wasvifible among them, 
and the favage appeared to be predominating ; as he retired, the /ignal 
was given, which animated the boys to the firft exercife of the fpirit 
which the bufinefs of the day had infufed into them ; and they rufhed 
into the town in the manner before deferibed, every where as they 
palTed along fetting the grafs on fire. 

Thofe medical gentlemen to whom the teeth were (hewn, declared 
that they could not have been better extra(fted, had the proper inftru- 
ment been ufed by the hand of a dentift, inftcad of a ftone and piece of 
wood in that of a favage. 

On a view of all thefe circumftances, we fhould not confidcr this 
ceremony in anysother light than as a tribute, were we not obliged to 
hefitate, by obferving that all the people of Cam-mer-ray, which 
were thofe who exaded the tooth, were themfclves proofs that they 
had fubmitted to the operation, every one of them having loft the 
front tooth. Bcn-nil-long, in their early acquaintance with him and 
his language, told his friends, as they then thought, that a man of the 
name of Cam-mcr-ru-gal wore all the teeth about his neck. But it 
was afterwards found that this term was only the diftinguifliing title 
of the tribe which performed the ceremonies incident to the opera- 
tion. Ben-nil-long at other times told them, that his own tooth was 
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bour-bil'Uey p&>mul, burled ia the earth, and that others \rere-thrown 
into the Tea. ’ 

The natives, vshen peaking of the lofs of this tooth, always lofed 
the words Yoo-lahng erah-ba>diahng ; but to denote that of any 
other, bool-bag-ga was applied. The term Yoo-lahng erah-ba-diahng 
muft therefore be confidercd as applying folely to this occafion j it 
appears to be eoinpounded of the name given to the fpot where the 
principal feenes take place, and of the mod material qualification that 
is derived from the whole ceremony, that of throwing the fpear. This 
is conceived to be the import of the word erah-ba-diahng, crah being 
apart of the verb to throw, crah, throw you, erailley, throwing. 

ibe annexed Enoravings.] 
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Being thus entered on “ the valued file,” they quickly afTume the 
conf'eqnence due to the difiindlion, and as ihon as po/liblc bring their 
laculties into adVion. Tlie procuring ol' ibod really feoms to be but a 
i’ceondary bufiners with tiicm ; the management of the fpearand tiie 
fliicld, dexterity in throwing the various clubs that they Irive in u!e 
among them, agility in either attacking; or dcl'ending, and a difpby 
ot the confianey with which they endure pain, appearing to rank fir/l 
among their concerns in life. The I'emales too arc accujtomcd to bear 
on their heads the traces of the fuperiority of tlie. males, with which 
they dignify them almoR as boon as they find firengih in tlic arm lo 
itnpiint the mark. Some of thefe unfortunate beings have been feen 
with more fears upon their Ihorn heads, cut in every diredfion, than 
could be w’ell dilUnguiflicd or counted. The condition of ihefe 
women is fo wretched, tluit it is fcarcely poffible for a thinking mind 
to forbear, on feeing a female infant, from anticipating its future mi- 
ferie*;, and feeling regret that tlie Almighty diTpolcr had ]iermitted it 
to enter a world where its only portion was to he fufi’ering. 

Notwiihfianding tliat tlicy are the mere Haves of men, however, it 
has generally been found, in tracing the caufes of their quarrels, that 
the women were at the liead of them, though in lomc cates remotely. 
They mingled in all tTic contefts of the men ; and one of thefe, that 
was in the beginning attended with fome ceremony, was opened by 
a woman. As they had cliofeii a clear fpot near the town for the 
fccne of a£tion, they were numcroufly attended from that place. The 
contending parties confided moftly of thofc natives well known at 
Sydney, and fome from the fouth fliore of Botany Bay, among whom 
was Gomc-boak, already mentioned. The vifitants repaired to the 
fpot an hour before fun-fet, and found them feated oppolite each 
other on a level piece of ground between two hills. As a prelude to 
the bufinefs the Sydney natives, after having waited fome time, ftood 
up, and each man ftooping down took water in the hollow of his hand, 
(the place juft before them being wet,) \vhich he drank. An elderly 
woman, with a cloak on her flioujdcrs (made of opoftnm fkins very 
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neatly fewn together), and provided with a club, then advanced from 
the oppoflte fide, and, uttering much abufive language at the time, 
ran up to Cole-be, who was on the right, and gave him a fevere blow 
on the head, which with feeming contempt he held out to her for the 
purpofe. She went through the fame ceremony with the reft, who 
made no rcliftance, until Ihe came up to Ye-ra ni-be, a very fine boy, 
who flood on the left. He, not admiring the blows that his compa- 
nions received, which were followed by blood, ^ruggled with her ; 
and had he not been very adive flie would have flabbed him with 
his own fpear, which flic wrefled from him. The men now advanced, 
and gave the lookers-on many opportunities of witnelTing the flrength 
and dexterity with which they threw their fpears, and the quicknefs 
of fight which was requifite to guard againft them. The conteft 
lafled until dark, when throwing the fpear could no longer be ac- 
counted fair, and they beat each other with clubs, until they left off 
by mutual confent. In this part of the conteft many fevere wounds 
were given, and much blood was drawn from the heads of each 
party ; but nothing material happened while they had light enough to 
guard againft the fpear. 

In the exercife of this weapon they are very expert, and have been 
feen to ftrike with certainty at the diftance of feventy meafured yards. 
They are thrown witli great force, and where they are barbed are 
very formidable inftruments. 

The throwing- flick is about three feet long, with a hook at one 
end, and a (hell at the other, fccured by gum j and this flick remains 
in the hand after difeharging the fpear. There are two kinds. of them; 
one is armed with the fhell of a clam, which they ufe for the fame 
purpofes as we do a knife ; the other has a hook, but no fliell, and is 
rounded at the end. With this they dig the fern-ropt and yam out of 
the earth. They have a variety of fpears, fome are only pointed, others 
have one or more barbs, and fome are armed with pieces of broken 
oyfter-ftiell. Of fliields they have two forts ; one cut from the bark 
of the gum-tree, which is not capable of refifling the fpear like the 

other, 



1796.] 


OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


377 


other, which is made of folid wood, and hardened by fire ; but it is 
not fo much ufed, on account of its great wefght. Of clubs they 
have feveral forts ; one of which is of very large dimenfions. They 
have yet another inftrument, which they call Ta-war-rang. It is 
about three feet long, is narrow, but has three fides, in one of which 
is the handle, hollowed by fire. The other fides are rudely carved 
with curved and waved lines, and it is made ufe of in dancing, being 
ftriick upon for this purpofe with a club. Thefe, with a ftone hatchet, 
make the whole, of their weapons ; in which, it was obferved, each of 
tlie principal tribes had fomething peculiar, by which it was known to 
what part of the country they belonged. The fame peculiarity ex- 
tended to their filhing-lines, nets, and even to their dances, fongs, and 
dialeft. 

The {bedding of blood, among thefe fiivages, is always followed 
by punifliment ; the party offending being comj)elled to expofe his 
perfon to the fpears of all who choofe to throw at him ; for in fuch 
punifliments the ties of confanguinity or friendfhip arc of no avail. 
On the death of a perfon, whether male or female, old or young, the 
friends of the deceafed mu ft be puniflied, as if the death were occa- 
fioned by their negledt. This is fometimes carried farther than can 
be reconcilable with humanity, as the following inftance will con- 
firm : 

A native had been murdered. His widow, being obliged to avenge 
his death on fome of the relations of the murderer, and meeting with 
a little girl, who was fomeway related to him, took her to a retired 
place, where, with a club and a pointed ftone, fhe beat her fo cruelly 
that {he was taken to the town almoft dead. In th« head were fix or 
feven deep incifions, and one ear was divided to the bone, which, 
from the nature of the inftrument with which fhe was beaten, had 
been greatly injured. The poor child died in a few days. The na- 
tiv.es to whom this circumftance was mentioned exprelTed no concern 
at it, but feemed to think it quite right, necelfary, and inevitable. It 
was uoderftood that whenever women have occafion for this fangui- 
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nary revenge, they, never exercife it but on their own fex, not daring 
to ftrike a male. T’he little vidim of this revenge had, from her quiet 
tra«Slable manners, been much beloved in the town ; and, which is a 
lingular trait in the inhumanity of this proceeding, had, from the death 
of the man, requefted that his widow might be fed at the officer’s hut, 
where (he lierfelf refided. Savage indeed muft be the cuftom and the 
feelings which could arm the hand againft this unoffending child’s 
life. Her death was not avenged, perhaps becaufe they confidered it 
as an expiatory facrifice. 

Wat-te-wal, the man who committed the crime for which this little 
girl fuffered fo cruelly, efcaped unhurt from the fpears of Ben-niUlong, 
Cole*be, and feveral other natives j and was afterwards received by 
them as ufual, and aftually lived with the murdered man’s widow 
till he was killed in the night by Cole-be, as has been before re- 
lated. 

It now remains to fliow, what followed where the perfon died a na- 
tural death. 

Bone-da, a very fine youth, died of a cold, which fettling in his 
face, terminated in a mortification. It was underftood that fome blood 
muft be Ihed on the occafion ; and fome weeks after a large party of 
natives belonging to different tribes, being affembled at Pan-ner-rong 
(which in the language of the country fignifies blood), the fpot which 
they had often chofen for their battles, after dancing and feafting over 
night, early in the morning, Mo-roo-ber-ra the brother, and Cole-be, 
another relation of the dead youth, feized upon a lad named Tar-ra- 
bil-long, and with a club each gave him a wound in his head which 
laid his Ikull bare. The fifter of Bone- da had her ihare in the bloody 
rite, pufliing at the guiltlefs boy with a ffiort fpear, and leaving him in 
fuch a ftate, that the furgeons of the fettlement pronounced, from the 
nature of his wounds, that his recovery was rather doubtful. On 
being fpoke to about the bufinefs, he faid he did not weep or cry out 
like a boy, but, like a man, cried Ki-yah when they ftruck him; that the 
perfons who treated him in this unfriendly manner were no longer his 

enemies, 



OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


379 


1796.] 

•enemies, but would eat or drink or Ht with him as friends. A few days 
after a relation of Bone*da (an old man) received a fevere wound on the 
back of his head, given him on account of the boy’s deceafe j neither 
youth nor age, kindred nor friendlhip, appearing to afford any exemp* 
tion from thofe fanguinary cuftoms. 

When Ben-nil-long’s wife died, many fpears were thrown and feve- 
ral men wounded. Ben-nil-long himfelf had a fevere contefl with 
Wil-le-mer-ring, whom he wounded in the thigh. He had fent for 
him as a car-rah-dy to attend her when (he was ill; but he either could 
not or would not obey the fummons. Ben- nil-long had chofen the 
time for celebrating thefe funeral games in honour of his deceafed 
wife, when a whale-feaft had affembled a large number of natives toge- 
ther, among whom were feveral people from the northward, who 
fpoke a dialect very different from that with which they were ac- 
quainted at Port Jackfon. 

Some officjers, happening once to be prefent in the lower part of the 
harbour when a child died, perceived the men immediately retire, and 
throw their fpears at one another with much apparent anger, while the 
females began their ufual lamentations. 

When Bcn-nil-long’s infant child died, feveral fpears were thrown, 
and Ben-nil-long, at the deceafe of her mother, faid repeatedly that he 
ihould not be fatisfied until he had facriheed feme one to her manes. _ 

A native having wounded a young woman, the wife of another 
man, and fhe having fome time after exchanged a perilous and trou- 
blefome life for the repofe and quiet of the grave, a conteft en- 
fued on account of her deceafe ; when the offender was feverely 
wounded, and afterwards led to the hofpital by the very man from 
whom he received his wound. 

A combat, occafioned by a Botany Bay native poffefling himfelf 
of the wife of a Port Jackfon favage, took place, which was at- 
tended with more ceremony than ufual. The delinquent arrived, 
accompanied by a large party of his own friends, from the fouth 
ihore of Botany Bay. Many of his affociates in arms were entire 
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ftrangers at Sydney ; but the Yoo lahng was the place of ren- 
dezvous. 

At night they all danced, that is to fay, both parties ; but not mixed 
together : one fide waiting until the other had concluded. In the man- 
ner of dancing, of announcing themfelves as ready to begin, and alfo 
in their fong, there was an evident difference. 

The Sydney natives appeared to have fome apprehenfion of the 
event not proving favourable to them; for, perceiving an officer pre- 
fent with a gun, one of them ftrenuoufly urged him, if any thing 
ikould happen to him, to fhoot the Botany Bay black fellows. Some 
other guns making their appearance, the ftrangers were alarmed and 
uneafy, until, affiired that they were intended merely for the fecurity of 
thofe who carried them. 

The time for this bufinefs was juft after ten in the forenoon : Car- 
ru-ey and Cole-be were feated at one end of the Yoo-lahng, each 
armed with a fpear and throwing-ftick, and provided with a fhicld. 
Here they fat until one of their opponents got up ; they then alfo rofe, 
and put themfelves en garde* Some of the fpcars which were thrown 
at them they picked up and threw back; and others they returned 
with extraordinary violence. The affair was over before two o’clock, 
and lefs mifchief than ufual had been done. It was underftood, 
however, that another meeting would take place on the fame oc- 
cafion. 

In this, as in all contefts among them, the point of honour was ri- 
gidly obferved. But fpears were not the only inftruments of warfare 
on thefe occafions. They had alfo to combat with words, in which 
the women fometimes bore a part. During this latter engagement, 
when any very offenfive word met their ears they would fuddenly 
place themfelves in the attitude of throwing the fpear, and at times let 
it drop on the ground without difcharging : at others, they threw it 
with all their ftrength ; but always fcrupuloufly obferving the fituation 
of the perfon oppofed, and never throwing at him until he covered 
himfelf with his Ihield. The moft unaccountable trait in this bufinefs 
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was, the party thrown at providing his enemy with weapons j for 
they repeatedly, when a fpear flew harmlefs beyond them, picked it 
up and flung it carelefsly back to their adverfary. Whether this was 
done in contempt, or from a fcarcity of fpears, is uncertain. 

This rigid attention to the point of honour, when fairly oppofed to 
each other, isdifBcult to reconcile with their treacherous and midnight 
murders. 

They have great difiiculty in procuring fire, and are therefore fel- 
dom without it. The procefs of procuring it is attended with infinite 
labour, and is performed by fixing the pointed end of a cylindrical 
piece of vrood into a hollow made in a plane ; the operator twirling 
the round piece fwiftly between both his hands. Aiding them up and 
down until fatigued, at which time he is relieved by another of his 
companions, who are all feated for this purpofe in a circle, and each 
one takes his turn until fire is procured. -r 

Moft of their inftruments are ornamented with rude carved-work, 
eifeded with a piece of broken Aiell ; and on the rocks are frequently 
to be feen various figures of fiA), clubs, fwords,' animals, and branches 
of trees, not contemptibly reprefented. 

Superstition-. 

Like all other children of ignorance, thefe people are the flaves of 
fuperftition. 

The car-rah-dys may be termed the high-priefts of fuperftition. 
The fliare which they had in the tooth-drawing feene was not the 
only inftance that induced this belief. After Cole*be was wounded^ 
he accompanied Governor Phillip to the banks of the Hawkefbury, 
and met with a car-rah-dy, who, with much gefticulation and mum- 
mery, pretended to extrad the barbs of two fpears from his fide, 
which never had been left there, or, if they had, required rather the 
aid of the knife than his incantations to extrad them ; but his patient 
was fatisfied and thought himfelf perfedly cured. 
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During the time that Boo-roong, a native girl, lived at Sydney, flie 
paid occafional vifits to the lower part of the harbour. From one of 
thefe fhe returned extremely ill. On being queftioned as to the caufe, 
for none was apparent, fhe faid that the women of Cam-mer-ray had 
made water in a path which they knew {he was to pars,and it had made 
her ill. Thefe women were inimical to her, as {he belonged to the 
Botany Bay diftrifl. On her intimating to them that {he found her- 
felf ill, they told her triumphantly what they had done. Not recover- 
ing, though bled by a furgeon, {he underwent an extraordinary and 
fuperftitious operation, where the operator fuffers more than the pa- 
tient. She was feated on the ground, with one of the lines worn by 
the men paffed round her head once, taking care to fix the knot in the 
centre of her forehead ; the remainder of the line was taken by another 
girl, who fat at a froall diftance from her, and with the end of it fretted 
her lips until they bled very copioufly ; Boo-roong imagining all the 
time that the blood came from her head, and paffed alpng the line 
until it ran into the girl’s mouth. This operation they term be an- 
ny, and it is the peculiar province of the women. 

Another curious inftance of their fuperftition occurred among feme 
of our people belonging to a boat that was lying wind-bound in the 
lower part of the harbour. They had procured fome {hell-fi{h, and 
during the night were preparing to roaft them, when they were ob- 
ferved by one of the natives, who {liook his head, and exclaimed, that 
the wind for which they were waiting would not rife if they roafled 
the fi{h. His argument not preventing the failors from enjoying 
their treat, and the wind adlually proving foul, they, in their turn, 
gave an inftance of their fuperftition by abufing the native, and attri- 
buting to him the foul wind which detained them. On queftioning 
the favage refpe^tng this circumftance, it appeared that they never 
■broiled filh by night. Thefe people tell a ftory of a rock fallii^ on 
and crufhing fome natives who were whiftling under it ; for which 
leafon they make it an invariable rule never to whiiUe when beneath 
a rock. 


Among 



*79^0 OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 383 

Among their other fuperllitions was one which might be naturally 
expefted from their ignorance — a belief in fpirits. 

Of this belief there were feveral accounts obtained. Ben* nil- long, 
during his firft acquaintance at the fettlement, defcribed an apparition 
as advancing to a perfon with an uncommon noife, and feizing hold of 
him by the throat. It came, he faid, flowly along with its body bent, and 
the hands held together in a line with the face, moving on till it feized 
the party to whom its vlfit was intended. A general idea prevails 
among them, that by fleeping at the grave of a deceafed perfon, they 
would, from what happened to them there, be freed from all future 
apprehenfions refpeding apparitions ; for during that awful fleep the 
fpirit of the deceafed would vifit them, feize them by the throat, and, 
opening them, take out their bowels, which they would replace and 
clofe up the wound. They acknowledged that very few chofe to 
encounter the darknefs of the night, the folemnity of the grave, 
and the vilitation of the fpirit ; but that fuch as were fo hardy 
became immediately car-rah-dys, and that all thofe who exercifed 
that profefllon had gone through this ceremony. 

To the (hooting of a ftar they attach a great degree of import- 
ance. Of thunder and lightning they are alfo much afraid ; but 
believe that by chaunting fome particular words, and breathing hard,, 
they can difpel it. 

DlSlsi^SES. 

Thofe natives who live on the fea-coaft, from chiefly feeding on 
fifli, are fubje£t to a diforder greatly refembling the itch ; they term it 
Djee-ball djee-ball. It is fometimes very virulent, and renders thofe 
afllided with it extremely loathfome. 

In the year 1789 they were vifited by a diforder which raged: 
among them with all the appearance of the fmall-pox. The number 
that it fwept oflT, by their own accounts, was incredible. A native 
who at that time relided at Sydney, on going down to the harbour to 
look for his former companions, was defcribed by thofe who witnefled 
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his emotions as fuffering the extreme of agony. He looked anxi- 
oufly into the different coves that they vifited j not a veftige on the 
fand was to be found of human foot ; the excavations in the rocks 
were filled with putrid bodies of thofe who had fallen vidlims to the 
diforder: not a living perfon was any where to be met with. It 
feemed as if, flying from the contagion, they had left the dead to bury 
the dead. He lifted up his hands ar.d eyes in filent agony for fome 
time ; at length he exclaimed, “ All dead ! all dead !” and then hung 
his head in mournful filentc, which he preferved during the remainder 
of their excurfion. Some days after, he learned that the few of his 
companions who furvived had fled up the harbour to avoid the pefli- 
lence that fo dreadfully raged. This poor fellow’s fate has been al- 
ready mentioned. He fell a viflim to his own humanity, when feve- 
ral of his countrymen were taken to the town covered with eruptions 
of the diforder, which bad not confined its ctfcQs to Port Jackfon ; 
for on viiiting Broken Bay the path was in many places covered with 
Ikeletons, and the fame fpedacles were to be met with in the hollows 
of mofl of the rocks of that harbour. 

Notwithftanding the town of Sydney was at this time filled with 
children, many of whom vifited the natives tnat were ill of the difor- 
der, not one of them caught it, though a North American Indian be- 
longing to Captain Ball’s veifcl died of it. 

To this diforder they gave the name of Gal-gal-la : and that it was 
the fmall-po.x there was fcarcely a doubt ; for the perfon feized with it 
was affedted cxadly as Europeans are w^ho have that diforder ; and on 
many that hail recovered from it were feen the traces, in fome the ra- 
vages on the face. 

Whenever they feel a pain, they faften a tight ligature round the 
part, thereby flopping the circulation, and cafing the part imme- 
diately afledted. It has before been mentioned, that they rapidly reco- 
ver from their wounds : even a fradlured fkull confines them but a 
fhort time. That their fkulls ftiould be frequently fradlured can be 
no matter of wmnder, when it is recolledied that the club feems to be 
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applied alone to the head. The women who are ftruck with this wea- 
pon always fall to the ground; but this Lldom happens to the men. 


Property. 

Their fpoars and fliiclds, their clubs and lines, &c. are ^hcir own 
property ; they are manufadured by themfelves, and are the whole of 
their perfonal eftate. But, firange as it may appear, they have alfo 
their real eftates. Ben nil-long gave repeated alTurances, that the 
ifland Me-mel (known at the fettlemcnt by the name of Goat Ifland), 
clofe by Sydney Cove, was his own property ; that it had been his 
father’s, and that he ftiould give it to By-gone, his particular friend 
and companion. To this little fpot he appeared much attached. He 
likewife fpoke of other perfons vrho pofleffed this kind of hereditary 
property, which they retained undillurbed. 

DrsposiTiONS. 

They are revengeful, jealous, courageous, and cunning. Their 
fteaiing' on each other in the night for the purpofe of murder muft not 
be imputed to them as a want of bravery ; but as the effed of the dia- 
bolical fpirit of revenge which is thus fought, to make furcr of its ob- 
jed than it could have done if only oppofed man to man in the 
held. Their condud when thus oppofed, the conftancy with which 
they endured pain, and the alacrity with which they accepted a fum- 
mons to the figlit, are furely proofs of their not wanting courage. 
They difclaim all idea of any fuperiority that is not perfonal ; for 
when Ben-nil-long had a Ihield, made of tin and covered with leather, 
prefented to him by Governor Phillip, he took it down with him to 
the harbour, whence he returned without it, faying that he had loft it ; 
but, in fad, it had been taken from him and deftroyed by his coun- 
trymen, it being deemed unfair to cover himfelf with fuch a guard. 

They might have been honeft before the white people came among 
them, not having much to covet from one another j but from their 
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new friends they ftolc every thing that they could. While they only 
pilfered what could gratify their appetites, it was not to be wondered 
at j but they would take articles of which they could not poflibly 
know the ufe. Early in the fettlement one of them ftcle a cafe of in- 
llruments from the pocket of one of the medical gentlemen ; and 
could he have been watched to his retreat, there is not a doubt but 
he would have been feen to lay his booty upon his head, as an orna- 
ment, the place to which at firft every thing given to them was 
ufually configned. 

That they are not ftrangers to the occafional pra£tice of falfehood, 
is apparent from the words truth and falfehood being found in their 
language j but, independent of this, proofs are not wanting of their 
being adepts in the arts of evahon and lying ; and when doubts have 
been entertained of fome of their tales, they would with much earneft- 
nefs affert the truth of them; and when fpeaking of other natives 
they have as anxioully wilhed to prove that they had told nothing 
but lies. 

Their talent for mimickry is very great. Even the children made 
it a favourite diverfion to mimic the peculiarities of thofe whom they 
faw, which they did with the happieft fuccefs. 

They are fufceptible of friendfhip, and capable of feeling forrow ; 
but this latter fenfation they are not in the habit of encouraging long. 
At the funeral of a native boy, the father’s tears were feen to fall plen- 
tifully, though filently, down his fable cheek ; but in a little time 
they were dried, and the old man’s face indicated nothing but the 
lapfc of many years which had palTed over his head. 

With attention and kind treatment, they certainly might be made a 
very ferviceable people ; they were frequently employed in the boats 
belonging to the fettlement, and were as handy and as ufeful as any 
other perfons could have been ; fome of them were likewife engaged 
in taking the farmer’s ftock into the woods, and never failed to bring 
home the right numbers, though they have not any knowledge of nu- 
meration beyond three or four. 
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Their acquaintance with aftronomy is limited to the names of the 
fun and moon, fome few ftars, the Magellanic clouds, and the milky 
way. Of the circular form of the earth they have not the fmalleft 
idea ; but imagine that the fun returns over their heads during the 
night to the quarter whence he begins his courfe in the morning. 

As they never make provifion for the morrow, except at a whale- 
feaft, they always eat as long as they have any thing left, and when 
fitisfied, ftrcich themfelves out in the fun to fleep,^here they remain 
until hunger or fome other caufe calls them again into adliion. The 
men frequently indulge a great degree of indolence at the expence of 
the women, who are compelled to fit in their canoe, expofed to the 
fervour of the mid-day fun, hour after hour, chaunting their little 
fong, and inviting the fifli beneath them to take their bait; for without 
a fufiicient quantity to make a meal for their tyrants, who are lying 
afleep at their eafe, they would meet but a rude reception on their 
landing. 

Funeral Ceremonies. 

The firft peculiarity noticeable in their funeral ceremonies is, the 
difpofal of their dead : their young people they confign to the grave ; 
thofe who have pafied the middle age are burnt. Ben-niUlong burnt 
the body of his firft wife Ba-rang-a-roo, who was, at the time of her 
deceafe, turned of fifty. The interment of Ba-loo-dcr-ry, the boy 
before mentioned, was accompanied with many ceremonies. From 
being one day in perfefl: health, he was the next taken to the hofpital 
extremely ill, and attended by Ben-nil-long, who was found finging 
over him, and making ufe of thofe means which ignorance and fuper- 
ftition pointed out to him to recover his health. The patient lay ex- 
tended on the ground, appearing to be in much pain. Ben-nil-long 
applied his mouth to thofe parts of the boy’s body which he thought 
were affeded, breathing ftrongly on them, and finging ; at times he 
waved over him fome boughs dipped in water, holding one in each 
hand, and appearing much interefted for him. On the following 
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morning he was vifitcd by a car-rah-dy, who had come exprefs from 
the North Shore. This man threw himfelf into various diftortions, 
applied his mouth to different parts of his patient’s body, and at 
length, after appearing to labour much, and to be in great pain, fpit 
out a piece of bone (which he had previoufly procured). Here the 
farce ended, and the car-rah-dy withdrew to partake of fuch fare as 
the friends of the fick lad had to give him. During the night 6a>loo> 
der-ry’s fever increafed, and he died early in the following morning. 
This was immediately notified by a violent clamour among the women 
and children ; and, Ben- nil-long foon after going to Government- 
houfe, it was agreed between him and his Excellency that the body 
ihould be buried in his garden. 

In the afternoon it was depofited in a hut near the fpot, fet apart 
for its reception ; feveral natives attending, and the women and chil- 
dren lamenting and howling moft inharmonioufly ; when, without 
any provocation, two of the men had a conteft with clubs ; at the 
fame time a few blows paflTed between fome of the women : fpears 
were alfo thrown, but evidently as a part of the ceremony, and not 
with intention of doing injury to any one. At the requeft of Ben- 
nil-long, a blanket was laid over the corpfe, and Cole-be, his friend, 
fat by the body all night, nor could be prevailed on to quit it. 

They remained filent till one in the morning, when the women 
began to cry, and continued for fome time. At day-light Ben-nil- 
long brought his canoe to the place, and, cutting it to a proper length, 
the body was placed in it, with a fpear, a fiz-gig, a throwing-ftick, 
and a line which Ba-loo-der-ry had worn round his waift. Some time 
was occupied in adjufting this bufinefs, during which the men were 
filent ; but the women, boys, and children, uttered the moft difmal 
lamentations. The father flood alone, and unemployed, a filent ob- 
ferver of all that was doing about his deceafed fon, and a perfeift pic- 
ture of deep and unaffeded forrow. Every thing being ready, the 
men and boys all afiifted in lifting the canoe with the body from the 
ground, and placing it on the heads of two natives ; fome of the af- 
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iii^ants had tufts of grafs in their hands, which they waved backwards 
and forwards under the canoe, while it was lifting from the ground, 
as if they were exorcifing fome evil fpirit. As foon as it was fixed on 
the heads of the bearers, they fet off, preceded by Ben- nil-long and 
another man, both walking with a quick ftep. Mau-go-ran, the father, 
attended them, armed with his fpear and throwing-ftick, while Bcn- 
nil-long or his companion had only tufts of grafs, which, as they 
went, they waved about, fometiraes turning and facing the corpfe, at 
others waving the tufts of grafs among the buflies. When they 
fronted the corpfe, the head of which was carried foremoft, the bear- 
ers made a motion with their heads from fide to fide, as if endeavour- 
ing to avoid the people who fronted them. After proceeding thus to 
fome little diftance, Ben-nil-long’s companion turned afide from the 
path, and went up to a bufh, into which he feemed to look very nar- 
rowly, as if fearchingfor fomething that he could not find, and waving 
about the tufts of grafs which he had in either hand. After this fruit- 
lefs fearch, they all turned back, and went on in a fomewhat quicker 
pace than before. On their drawing near the fpot where the women 
and children were fitting with the other men, the father threw two 
fpears towards, but (evidently intentionally) fliort of them. Here Ben- 
nil-long took his infant child in his arms and held it up to the corpfe, 
the bearers endeavouring to avoid it, as before deferibed. Bc-dia Be- 
dia, the brother of the deceafed, a boy of five years of age, was then 
called for, but came forward very reluGantly, and was prefented in 
the fame manner as the other child. After this they proceeded to the 
grave, which had been prepared in the Governor’s garden. Twice 
they changed the bearer who walked the foremoft ; but his friend 
Collins carried him the whole of the way. Yel-lo-way levelled the 
earth, and then ftrewed fome grafs in it j after which he ftretched 
bimfelf at his length in the grave, firft on his back and then on his 
right fide. Some drums had attended at the requeft of Ben-nil-long, 
and two or three marches were beat while the grave was preparing ; 
he highly approving, and pointing at the time, firft to the deceafed, 

and 
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and then to the Ikies, as if there was fome connedlion between them 
at that moment. On laying the body in the grave, great care was 
taken To to place it, that the fun might look at it as it pafled, the na- 
tives cutting down for that purpofe every llirub that could at all ob- 
ftru^t the view. He was placed on his right fide, with his head 
to the N. W. When the grave was covered in, feveral branches of 
fhrubs were placed in a half circle on the fouth-fide of the grave, e.K- 
tending them from the foot to the head of it, Grafs and boughs were 
likewife laid on the top of it,and crowned with a large log of wood.This 
log appeared to be placed there for fome particular purpofe ; for, after 
ftrewing it with grafs, the placer laid himfelf on it at his length for 
fome minutes, with his face towards the Iky. Every rite having been 
performed, the party retired, fome of the men firll fpeaking in a me- 
nacing tone to the women. Cole-be and Wat-te-wal, who feemed 
the moft particular perfons at this ceremony, were painted red and 
white over the bread and flioulders, and didinguifhed by the title of 
Moo-by ; and it was underftood, that while they were fo diftin- 
guiflied they were to be very fparing in their meals. 

The fpeftators were enjoined on no account to mention the name of 
the deceafed j a cuftom which they rigidly attended to themfelves 
whenever any one died. 

Such were the ceremonies attendant on the interment of Ba-loo- 
der-ry. When Ba-rang-a-roo Da-ring-ha, Ben-nil-long’s wife, died, 
he determined at once to burn her, and requefted the Governor, the 
Judge Advocate, and the furgeon, to attend him. He was accom- 
panied by his relations and a few others, modly females. 

Collins, the native, prepared the fpot whereon the pile was to be 
conllrufted, by excavating the ground with a ftick, to the depth of 
three or four inches ; and on the part fo turned up were firft placed 
fmall fticks and light brufli-wood j larger pieces were then laid on 
each fide of thcfe ; and fo on till the pile might be about three feet in 
height, the ends and fides of which were thus formed of dry wood, 
while the middle of it conlifted of fmall twigs and branches, broken 

for 



1796 .] 


OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


39 » 

for the purpofe and thrown together. When wood enough had been 
procured, fome grafs was fpread over the pile, and the corpfe, covered 
with an old blanket, was borne to it, and placed with the head towards 
the North. A balket, with the hlhing apparatus and other fmall fur- 
niture of the deceafed, was placed by her fide ; and Ben-nil-long 
having laid fome large logs of wood over the body, the pile was 
lighted by one of the party. Being conftrufted of dry wood, it was 
quickly all in a flame, and Ben-niUIong himfelf pointed out to his 
Sydney friends a black fmoke which proceeded from the centre of the 
pile where the body lay, and fignified that the fire had reached it. 
The fpot was abandoned long before the laft billet was confumed, and 
Bcn-nil-long appeared during the day more cheerful than had been 
expeded, and fpoke about finding a nurfe from among the white 
women to fuckle his child. 

The following day he invited the fame party to fee him rake the 
aflies of his wife together, and they attended him to the fpot unac- 
companied by any of his own people. He preceded his companions 
in a fort of folemn filence, fpeaking to no one until he had paid Ba- 
rang*a-roo the laft duties of a hufband. In his hand he had the fpear 
with which he meant to punifti the car-rah-dy for non-attendance on 
his wife when fhe was ill, with the end of which he raked the calci- 
ned bones and alhes together in a heap. Then, laying the fpear upon 
the ground, he formed with a piece of bark a tumulus that would have 
done credit to a well pradifed grave-digger, carefully laying the earth 
round, fmoothing every little unevennefs, and paying a fcrupulous at- 
tention to the exa£t proportion of its form. On each fide the tumulus 
he placed a log of wood, and on the top of it depofited the piece of 
bark with which he had fo carefully eflTedled the conftru(ftion. When 
all was done, he afked his friends “ if it was good,” and appeared plea- 
fed when aflTured that it was fo. 

His deportment on the occafion was folemn and manly, and ex- 
prefllve filence marked his conduct throughout the feene. The 
gentlemen attended him as filently, and with clofe obfervation. He 

did 
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tlicl not fufFer any thing to divert him from the buftnefs that he had in 
hand, nor did he feem to be in the leaft defirous to have it /|ntckly 
tlllpatched; but paid this laft ,ri,te with an attention that did honour to 
liis feelings as a man, as it feeme'd the refuft of an h6aft-felt affection 
for tlie ohjedl of it, of whofe porfon nothing pow lemained but a piece 
or two of calcined boner .When his melancholy .wonk was ended, he 
flood for a few moments with . his hands .folded * dyer his bofoin., and 
his eye fixed upon his labours- in the attitude , of a man in profound 
thought. Perhaps in that fhort interval; of dme.man|r ideas prefented 
.thCnjfelvcs to; hisimaigination. , HU. hands had juft edmpieted the 
ittft ferviceChat'he- could fertttef7td a':wdmaa,iwho^ no donht^ had been 
itifeful to him ;one .to whom he was certainly iittadied, and’onc' who 
;had Jefc him a. living, pledge of ibmei moments' at leaft of endearment. 
Perhaps under the hea^ which his hands haji raifed, and on. which 
‘his eyes were -fixed, his imagihatidnltraced die fbftn of her whom he 
-might haye tfotght fdt, :arid:\vhoin rhe !was now never to’ behbrd;again. 
Perhaps, when turning from the grave; of his deceafed companion, 
he direded all his thoughts to the prefervation of the little one that 
■flie had iefi him ; and vvhen he quitted the fpot, iiis anxiety might 
be directed to the child, with the idea that he; might one; day fee his 
Ba-rang-a-rdo revive in his little motherlefs Dibboong. 

In conformity to their cuftom of not pronouncing the name of the 
deceafed, two females called Ba-rang-a-roo loft that, and took other 
names. ' Otie of thefe (Colc-be*8-w4fe). furvived.her- but. a fhort time, 
dying of a confumptioii brought on by fuckling a little girl who was 
at her breaft when fhe died.; This circumftance led to the knowledge 
of a curious but horrid cuftotn which obtains among thefe people* 
The mother died in the town ; and when fhe was taken to the grave, 
her corpfe was carried to the door of every hut and, houfe that fHe 
had been accuftomed to enter during the latter days of her illnefs, the 
hearers prefenting her with the fame, ceremonies as were ufed .-atllie 
funeral of 3a>loo-der-ry, when the little girl Dil»booag add theho^r . 
Bd-dia Be-dia were placed before his corjpfe. 
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When the body was laid in the grave, the by-ftanders were amazed 
to fee the father himfelf place the living child in it with the mother. 
Having laid the child down, he threw upon it a large ftone, and the 
grave was'inftantly (Hied up by the other natives. The whole bulinefs 
was fo momentary, that the vifitors had not time or prefence of mind 
to prevent it ; and on fpeaking of it to Cole-be, he, fo far from think- 
ing it inhuman, juftified the extraordinary ad', by faying, that as no 
woman could be found to nurfe the child, it muft have died a worfe 
death than that to which he had put it. From fimilar circumftances 
afterwards occurring, there is every reafon to fuppofe that the cuftom 
always prevails among them ; and this may in fome degree account 
for the thinnefs of population which has been obferved among the 
natives of the country. 

Tlie annexed PLATE reprefents the burning of a native who was 

killed by a tree falling on him ; the fame ceremonies Were performed 

on this occafion as have been before related. 

, * 

Language. 

^n giving an account of an unwritten language many difficulties 
occur. For things cognizable by the external fenfes, names may be 
eafily procured ; but not fo for thofe which depend oa adion, pr ad- 
drefs thcmfelves only to the mind ; for inftance, a fpear was an objed 
both vifible and tangible, and a name for it was eafily obtained ; but 
the ufe of it went through a number of variations and inflexions, 
which it was extremely difficult to afeertain ; indeed the infinitive 
mood of any one of their verbs could not be fixed with any degree of 
certainty. 

Their language is extremely grateful to the car, being in many in- 
ftances exprefllve and fonorous. It certainly has no analogy with any 
other known language, one or two infiances excepted. The dialed 
fpoken by the natives at Sydney not only differs entirely from that 
left by Captain Cook of the people with whom he had intercourfe to 
the northward (about Endeavour river), but alio from that fpoken by 

3 E thofe 
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thofe natives who lived at Port Stephens, and to the fouthward of 
Botany Bay (about Adventure Bay], as well as on the banks of the 
Hawkelbury. People from the northw’ard had been met with, who 
could not be exactly underftood by the Sydney natives ; but this is 
not fo wonderful, as that people living at the diftance of only fifty or 
fixty miles fliould call the fun and moon by different names : luch, 
however, was the fad. 

A fenfible difference was often remarked on hearing the fame word 
founded by two people ; and, in fad, they have been obferved fome- 
times to differ from thcmfelves, fubftituting the letter b for^, and g for 
c, and vice verfa. In their alphabet they have neither f nor v ; and 
fome of tlieir letters would require a new charadcr to afeertain them 
precifely. The following are The Words of a Song : 

Mang-cn-ny-wau-ycn-go-nah, bar-ri.boo-lah, bar-re mail. 

This they begin at the top of their voices, and continue as long as 
they can in one breath, finking to the loweft note, and then rifing 
again to the higheft. The words are the names of deceafed perfons. 

E’i-ab wan-ge~wah, chian-go^ ‘wan^dc-go : the words of another 
fong, fung in the fame manner as the preceding, and of the fame 
meaning. 


The foregoing account of the natives of New South Wales, with 
their cuftoms and language, might have been much enlarged, had not 
the Author chofen to mention only fuch fads refpeding which, after 
much attention and inquiry, he could fatisfy his mind. That they are 
ignorant favages cannot be difputed ; but it is hoped that they do nor, 
in the foregoing pages, appear to be wholly incapable of becoming 
one day civilized and ufefut members of fociety. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

REGULATIONS AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE GOVERNOR. — A MAN FOUND 
DEAD. —A WOMAN MURDERED. — CHARACTER OF THE SETTLERS AT THE 
RIVER.— HOUSES NUMBERED AT SYDNEY. — BENNILLONG CLAIMS PRO- 
TECTION FROM THE GOVERNOR.— WEATHER IN OCTOBER. — TWO VIC- 
TUALLERS ARRIVE FROM ENGLAND. — CIVIL APPOINTMENT. — A CRIMI- 
NAL COURT HELD. — EXECUTIONS. — ONE MAN HUNG IN CHAINS.— EFFECT 

OF THIS UPON THE NATIVES. — A GENERAL MUSTER. — REGULATIONS. 

A NATIVE GIRL MURDERED, WEATHER.— THE GOVERNOR VISITS RICH- 

MOND HILL.— HIS TRANSACTIONS THERE. — A STACK OF WHEAT BURNT. 
— THE clergyman’s ATTENTION TO THE CHILDREN.— THE GOVERNOR 

GOES TO BOTANY BAY. GEORGe’s RIVER.— LIGHTNING AND ITS EFFECTS. 

THE NATIVES. — WEATHER.— NUMBER OF MEN NOT VICTUALLED BY GO- 
VERNMENT WHO HAD BEEN CONVICTS.— AN EXTRAORDINARY THEFT. 

COURT OF CRIMINAL JUDICATURE TWICE HELD.— ONE MAN SUFFERED 
DEATH.— THE NATIVES ATTACK THE SETTLERS. — WEATHER.. 

'’T^HE very flattering reception which the preceding account of the 
Englifh Colony in New South Wales liad experienced from a 
candid and liberal public, induced the Author to continue his labours 
in the character of its hiftorian ; having been favoured with materials 
for the purpofe, on the authenticity of which he could fafely (lake 
his credit. 

In a fettlement which was flill in a great meafure dependant upon 
the mother country for food, it might have been fuppofed that the con- 
vids would have endeavoured by their own induftry to have increa- 
fed, rather than by robbery and fraud to have lefl'ened, the means of 
their fupport ; but far too many of them were moll incorrigibly flagi- 
tious, which determined the Governor to proceed with adivity in 
redifying the abufes that had imperceptibly crept into the colony. 
According to this plan, he began by arranging the mufler lifts that 
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had lately been taken ; in which many impodtions were detected, and 
the delinquents ordered to labour, after having inflided on them fuch 
puniftiments as their refpedive offences feemed to demand : by this 
circumftance he was enabled to recover at lead one hundred men for 
Government work. 

Exclufive of the advantage which attended the recruiting of the 
public gangs in this way, another point was eftablilhed by this exa- 
mination, the difeovering of feveral who had been vidualled from 
the ftores beyond tlie period (eighteen months) which had been fixed, 
and confidered by Government as a fufficient time to enable an in- 
duftrious man to provide for himfelf. 

Diredling his attention alfo to the morality of the fettlement, a point 
which he could not venture to proniife himfelf he fhould fpeedily 
attain, he iffued fome ncccffary orders for enforcing attendance on 
divine fervice, and had the fatisfadioii of feeing the fabbath better 
obferved than it had been for fome time paft. 

On the 1 6th, fome people who went to cut wood at the North Shore 
found a man’s hat, and a large hammer lying by it. One fide of the 
hat had apparently been beaten In with the hammer, which was 
bloody ; and much blood was alfo found in the hat, as well as about 
the fpot where it was difeovered. It w^as conjcdlured, that a man 
who had been working there with fome carpenter’s tools had been 
murderew.! ; and upon its being made known to the Governor, feveral 
perfons were fent to fcarch for the body, which was found thrown 
over the cliff, and near the water fide. Thefcull was found beaten in, 
which had doubtlefs occafioned his death. 

This {hocking circumftance was followed fliortly after by another 
equally atrocious : a murder which was committed by a man on the 
perfon of a woman with whom he cohabited. It appeared, that they 
had both been intoxicated and had quarrelled on the night preceding 
the murder. This made the fifth circumftance of the kind which had 
occurred within the laft twelve months j and fo cxccfRvely abandoned 
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were the people, that it was fcarcely pofllble to obtain fufficlent proof 
to convidl tlie offender. 

From the acceffion of numbers to the public gangs, the different 
works in hand at Sydney and Parramatta went rapidly on ; among 
thefe, was the eredion of a grahary, feventy-two feet in length, and 
twenty-two in breadth. Boats were like wife fent round to the Hawkef- 
bury for various articles, fuch as timber, fliingles, and grain. It has 
been (hewn, in the preceding account of this colony, that the farms 
upon the fertile banks of that river were fuperior, in point of foil, to 
any near the principal fettlcment ; and that, had they been in the 
hands of good and indullrious charaders, they would have produced 
abundant crops, and enriched their owners. But every day’s expe- 
rience evinced, that the people thus fortunately fituated were, un- 
luckily, fome of the nioft profligate wretches in the colony ; and their 
diflance from the immediate feat of Government added much to 
the inconvenience. Such of thefe farms as were fituated on the low 
grounds were often found overflowed after very heavy falls of rain ; 
but this circumftance was no way injurious to the farmer, unlefs it 
happened when the grain was ripening. 

Among other local arrangements which took place, and were ex- 
tremely ufeful, muft be reckoned the numbering of the houfes of the 
towns of Sydney and Parramatta, and dividing them into portions ; 
with a principal inhabitant at the head of each divifion, who was 
charged with the peace and good order of the diftridt in which he 
lived. 

Ben-nil-long, who had returned to all the habits of favage life, 
claimed the protedion of the Governor from the menaces of 
feveral of his countrymen, who, he with much agitation informed 
him, had affembled in a confiderable body near the brick fields, to 
lie in wait for him ; and where, if poffible, they meant to kill him, 
he having, as they fulpeded, killed r man near Botany Bay. This 
he pofitively denied having done, and the Governor difpatched him 
to the place, guarded by fome of the military, where he explained to 
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his countrymen that he had not killed the man in queftion, or any 
man ; and that the foldiers were fent with him, to convince them that 
the Governor would not fuffer him, his old friend and fellow voyager 
(it muft be remembered that Ben-nil-long returned from England with 
the Governor), to be ill-treated by them, on any falfe pretence j and 
that he was determined to drive every native away from Sydney who 
ihould attempt it. This threat had its efi’ed:. M «ny of them were 
much alarmed when they faw in what manner and by whom Bcn-nil- 
long was attended ; and to be driven from a place whence they de- 
rived fo many comforts, and fo much flicker in bad weather, would 
have been feverely felt by them. 

In the firft part of Odober the weather had been unfavourable; but 
about the middle fome fhowers fell very feafonably for the harveft. 

November opened with the arrival of the Prince of Wales, vidual- 
ler, from England. She had failed in company with the Sylph, which 
alfo had provifions for the fettlement on board, but which did not 
arrive until the 17th, 

The ufeful regulation of numbering the different houfes in the town 
of Sydney, particularly thofe in the occupation of the convids, was 
followed up by another equally fcrviceable, which direded the inha- 
bitants of each four divifions of the town (for into that number it was 
portioned off) to meet, and from among themfcives eled three of the 
moft decent and refpedable charaders, who were to be approved by 
the Governor, and were to ferve for the enfuing year as watchmen, 
for the purpofe of enforcing a proper attention to the good order and 
tranquillity of their refpedive divifions. 

Richard Atkins, Efq. having been direded to officiate as Judge Ad- 
vocate of the colony, in the abfence of the gentleman who had filled 
that fituation fince the firft eftablifhment of the fettlement, and who 
had now proceeded to England, a criminal court was held on the 
23d, when fentence of death was paffed upon eight prifoners who 
were capitally convided ; one, of the murder of the man whofe body- 
bad been found on the north fhore in the laft month, and feven of 
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robbing tlic public ftore^houfe at Sydney and the fettlement at the 
Havvkelbury. Two others were found guilty of manflaughter. 

Of thefe miferable people five were executed, purfuant to tlie fen- 
tence of the court. The public juftice of the country being fatisfied, 
the Governor extended the hand of mercy to the remaining three 
who had been condemned to fufter, by granting them a conditional 
pardon. 

The court having ordered that Francis Morgan fliould be hung in 
chains upon the finall ifland which is fituated in the middle of the har- 
bour, and named by the natives Mat-tc-wd-ye, a gibbet was accord- 
ingly credted, and he was placed there, exhibiting an objedt of much 
greater terror to the natives, than to the white people, many of whom 
were more inclined to make a jeft of it ; but to the natives his ap- 
pearance was fo frightful — his clothes fliaking in the wind, and the 
creaking of his irons, added to their fuperftitious ideas of ghofts (for 
thefe children of ignorance imagined that, like aghoft, this man might 
have the power of taking hold of them by the throat\.alI rendering 
him fuch an alarming objedt to them, that they never trulled them- 
felves near him, nor near the fpot where he hung, which until that time 
had ever been w’ith them a favourite place of refort. 

On the 1 6th of December, a general mufter of all deferiptions of 
people took place over every part of the colony at the fame hour j 
for it had been found, that in muftering one diftridt at a time, a de- 
ception had been fuccefsfully pradiifed, by fome running from one 
place to another, and anfwering to their names at each, thereby 
drawing provifions from both (lores, having previoully impofed them- 
felves on the refpedtive llorekeepers as belonging to their diftridl. This 
could not, indeed, have long continued, if the ftorekeepers had been 
properly attentive to the diredtions which they received ; but it was 
almoft impolfible to guard againft the artful and well contrived decep- 
tions which thefe people were conftantly playing off, to impofe upon 
propriety, regulation, and good order. 


It 
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It was obferved with regret, that the favagc iiihabkaiftts of -the 
country, inftead of lofing any part of their native ferocity of laanAers 
by an intercourfe with the Europeans among whom they dweltt 
feemcd rather to delight in exhibiting themfclves as monAers ef the 
greateft cruelty, devoid of reafon, and guided folely by the tmpulfe of 
the worft of pafUons: a flriking proof of this was given by their 
conduct to a little native girl of feven years old, whom they inhumaoly 
murdered. The father and mother of this poor child belonged to a 
party of natives who had committed fo many depredations upon the 
fettlcrs at the Hawkclbury, attended with fuch afts of cruelty, as to 
render them extremely formidable : infomuch that it became necel&ry 
to fend an armed party in purfuit of them. TTiey were foon found, and, 
being fired upon, the parents of this little female were among thofe who 
fell. She was with them at the time, and readily accompanied OW 
people to the fettlement, where fhe was received. Being a well-dif- 
pofed child, flic foon became a great favourite at Government-houfe, 
where flic refided. This, and her being a native of the country of 
Broken Bay, excited the jealoufy of feme of the natives who lived at 
and about Sydney, which manifefted itfelf in their putting her to death 
in the moft cruel manner. The body was found in the woods, fpeared 
in feveral places, and with both the arms cut off; whence it was taken 
to Sydney and buried. The Governor was much incenlcd at this in- 
human aa, and, could he have difeovered the offenders, would have le- 
verely puniflied them j but they had withdrawn into the woods. 

The weather during the month had been very bad j heavy rains 
prevailing, with thunder and lightning, and wind ftrong at” caft, which 
greatly retarded the getting-in of the barveft. 

The Governor, always anxious to promote the good of the fettle- 
ment by every means in his power, having determined to vifit at that 
feafonthe part of it which was fituated on the banks of tlie Hawkefl' 
bury, fet off towards tJie latter end of December, with • a party of 
officers, by land, to Broken Bay, where they got on board the Colo- 
nial fchooner, and continued in her two days, failing up that pleafaat 
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river ; but finding her progrefs too flow, they quitted her for fome 
boats which had accompanied them; and by the end of the mouth 
had reached as high up as fome farms which had lately been evacuated 
in confequence of the depredations that the owners of them had been 
expoled to from the numerous parties of natives. The ground 
hereabout was carefully examined, to fee if it would admit fuch a 
number of fettlers as might be fufficient for the purpofe of mutual 
protedion ; but it was found inadequate to that end, the limits of it 
on the banks of the river, where the foil was good, being much too 
narrow. 

On the firft of January 1797, the Governor had reached the prin*- 
cipal fettlement, having occafionally landed to examine into the ftate 
of the different farms, as well as to fettle difputes relative to property, 
and adjuft differences between the fettlers and their hired fervants. 

Having had previous notke, a general muflet of thefe people took 
place ; when many impofitions were found to be ftill pradifed : after 
redifying whkh, the Governor reminded feveral of the farmers that 
they were confiderably indebted to the public ftore for the feed from 
which their prefent abundant crops had been produced, and direded 
that a quantity equal to that which they had borrowed Ihould forth- 
with be repaid. This it was abfolutely neceffary to infift upon, as 
there were but very few among them who would have been found 
with principle fufficient to have done k of their own accord. 

Before the party returned, they afeended Richmond-hill, on the 
fummit of which a large fmokc was made at noon ; at the feme time 
a flmilar fmoke was made on Profped-hill, which was very diftindly 
feen, and its bearings taken, to afeertain the relative fituation of the 
two hills. This bearing, which was- S. 35° 00' E. by compafe, gave, 
with the latitude obferved on each, the diftance between the two hills 
about eighteen miles in a dired line. 

By this bearing, fliould there be occafion hereafter, a road through 
the woods, from the Head of the Hawkefbury, might be cut in the 
ihottefe and moft dired way to Parramatta. 
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At the head of this river, and upon the banks of that named the 
Nepean, there was known to be a tratfl of excellent land, as rich as 
any on the banks of the Hawkefbury which was then under cultiva- 
tion, and where, at fome future period, a fettlement might be advan> 
tageoufly cftablilhed. 

The Governor, on reaching Toongabbe, had the mortification of 
feeing a fiack containing eight hundred buihels of wheat burnt to the 
ground, and the country round this place every where in flames: 
unfortunately, much wheat belonging to Government was (lacked 
there. The fire had broke out in the evening j the wind was high, 
the night extremely dark, and the flames had mounted to the very tops 
of the lofty woods that furrounded a field called the Ninety Acres, in 
which were feveral flacks of wheat. The appearance was alarming, 
and the noife occafioned by the high wind, and the crackling of the 
flames among the trees, contributed to render the feene truly awful. 

It became neceflary to make every effort to fave this field and its 
contents. The jail-gang, who worked in irons, were called out, and 
told, that if the wheat was faved by their exertions, their chains ihould 
be knocked off. By providing every man with a large bu(h, to beat 
off the fire as it approached the grain over the ftubble, keeping up this 
attention during the night, and the wind becoming nioderate towards 
morning, the fire was fortunately kept oflT; and the promife to the jail- 
gang was not forfeited. 

Although at tliis fcafon of the year there were days when, from the 
extreme heat of the atmofphere, the leaves of many culinary plants 
growing in the gardens were reduced to a powder, yet there was fome 
ground for fuppofing that this accident had not arifen from either the 
heat of the weather or the fire in the woods. The grain that was 
burnt was the property of Government, and the deflru£licm made 
room for as many bufhels as (hould be deflroyed, which mull be pur- 
chafed from the fettlers who had wheat to fell. If, however, this was 
the diabolical work of defigning felfifh villains, they had art enough to 
baffle the mod minute inquiry. 


3 f » 


Oa 



4ef4 


ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [FcBkuARV, 

Od the t 9 th of the month die Governor went on an excurfion to 
Botany Bay, m order to explore George’s River as far up as was prac- 
tlcahlc, and to exafiniae the foil upon ke bBn1l:s, which he found to be 
of good quality, and conliderable extent. This river, which was obferved 
to run in a wefterly direction about twenty-five miles up from Botany 
Bay, was, in many parts of its branches, exceedingly pi^urefque ; and 
navigable for fmall craft, for at leaft twenty miles up. Some of its 
creeks, or branches, reached within a fmall diftance of Profpe(ft 
Hill. Between this river and Parramatta, the Governor, on his 
return, travelled through a thick bufliy wood, covering an excellent 
foil. 

Erecting a granary, completing a wind-mill, and repairing the public 
roads, formed the principal works during January; in which the 
weather had been moft uncomfortably hot, accompanied with feme 
fevere thunder dorms, during one of which both the flag-ftaff at the 
South Head, Jtnd that at the entrance of the Cove, on Point Maikelyne, 
were (hivered to pieces by the lightning. The vaft blazes of fire 
which were feen in every direftion, and which were frefliened by every 
blaft of wind, added much to the fuffocating heat that prevailed. 

The natives excited fome little degree of curiofity by aflembling in 
the beginning of February at the lower part of the harbour ; whither 
thofe belonging to Sydney immediately repaired, for the purpofe, as 
it was reported, of meeting them in fight ; but it proved to be nothing 
more than the ufual ceremony which a native of Broken Bay un- 
derwent, of having feveral fpears thrown at him, for having, as was 
faid, killed a perfon belonging to Port Jackfon. He went off un- 
hurt, after fuftaining the appearance of much rage and violence from 
the friends of the dpceafed. 

Some heavy rain fell moft feafonably during the latter part of the 
month, as it ferved to extinguilh theftill glowing embers of the vaft fires- 
which had furrounded the place, and which, being fcattered over the 
country every dry and windy day, occafioned new and dreadful con- 
flagrations. 
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It appeared by the books in which were entered the certificates 
granted to the convive who had again become free people, that there 
were at this time not lefs than 600 men off the ftore ; forming a vaft 
dedudion of labouring people from the public ftrength, and adding a 
great many chances againft the fafety pf public and private property, 
as well as perfonal fecurity. 

Among other thefts committed during March was part of the fails 
belonging to the mill. Nothing could have more forcibly marked the 
inherent depravity of feme of thefe mifereants j for this machine was 
neceffary to the comfort of thofe very incorrigible vagabonds who 
had thus for a time prevented its being of ufe to themfelves or 
others. While the Governor was endeavouring to guard againft 
the injuries that might be done by thefe depredators, andfuch as thefe, 
the fettlcrs found themfelves obliged to affemble for the purpofe of 
repelling the attacks made upon them' by the natives. The peo- 
ple at the Northern Farm had been repeatedly plundered of their pro- 
vifions and cloathing by a large body of favages, who had alfo 
recently killed a man and a woman. Exafperated at fuch cruel 
and wanton condufitj they armed themfelves, and, after purfuing them 
a whole night, came up with a party of more than a hundred, who, 
on difeovering that their purfuers were armed, fled; leaving behind 
them a quantity of Indian corn, feme mufltet balk, and other things 
which they had plundered. They continued to follow, and traced 
them as far as the outlkirts of Parramatta. Being fatigued with their 
march, they entered the town, and in about an hour after were fol- 
lowed by a large body of natives, headed by Pc-mul-wyi a riotous 
and troublefome favage. Thefe were known by the fettlers to be the 
fame who had fo frequently annoyed them ; and they intended, if 
poflible, to feize upon Pe-mul-wy j who, in a great rage, threatened to 
fpear the firft man that dared to approach him, and actually did throw 
a fpear at one of the foldiers. The conflidl was now begun ; a mulkct- 
was levelled at the principal, which feverely wounded him. Many 
fpears Were, then thrpwn, , and one man was ftruck in the arm ; upon 

which 
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'which the fuperior efFed of the fire-arms was (hewn them, and five 
were inftantly killed. Unpleafant as it was to the Governor, that the 
lives of fo many of thefe people fhould have been taken, no other 
oourfe could poflibly be purfued ; for it was their cufliom, when they 
found themfelves more numerous and better armed than the white 
people, to demand with infolence whatever they deemed proper ; and, 
if refufed, to have rccourfe to murder. This check, it was hoped, 
would have a good eSe& ; and Pe-mul-wy, who had received feven 
buck-fhot in his head and different parts of his body, was taken ex- 
tremely ill to the hofpital. This favage was firft known In the fettlement 
.by the murder of John M‘Intire in the year 1790 ; fince which he had 
been a moft active enemy to the fettlers, plundering them of their 
property, and endangering their perfonal fafecy. 

During March, upwards of 100 men had been occupied in agricul- 
ture at Toongabbe. A wind-mill was to be ereded at Parramatta, 
where the ftone-mafons and carpenters were preparing the materials. 
At Sydney, a gang was employed in making bricks', where were 
alfo completing a large granary and a ftrong log-prifon. All the 
public brick buildings were likewife undergoing a repair, being crumb- 
ling into ruins, as were all the boats belonging to Government : a new 
flag-ftaff* had likewife been eredied at South Head. The weather had 
for the greater part of the month been very wet. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

REPORT REVIVED OF A WHITE WOMAN BEING WITH THE NATIVES.— 
t;OME Civil. REGULATIONS. — NATIVES BURN A HOUSE. — THE GOVERNOR 
(JOES ON AN EXCURSION. — PARTICULARS THEREOF.— A VALUABLE TREE 
DISCOVERED. — WEATHER. — THE NATIVES AGAIN TROUBLESOME.— THE 

SUPPLY ARRIVES FROM THE CAPE. — A SHIP WRECKED TO THE SOUTH- 

. 

WARD.— PARTICULARS. — ASSISTANCE SENT TO THE WRECK.— TWO A CCP- 
DENT8.— THE BRITANNIA ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND.— THE GANGES AR- 
RIVES FROM IRELAND.— SOME RUNAWAYS TAKEN.— THE RELIANCE ARi- 
RIVES FROM THE CAPE.— NEW GAOL FINISHED.— THE FRANCIS RETURNS 
FROM THE WRECK. — BOAT MISSING.— GALE OF WIND.— CATTLE FROM 
THE CAPE LANDED.— COAL DISCOVERED.— NATIVES.— BENNILLONO.— 
BOAT SEIZED AND CARRIED OFF TO SEA.— MORE COAL FOUND J AND A 
NEW RIVER.— THE PEOPLE LEFT BY CAPTAIN BAMPTuN AT NEW ZEA- 
LAND ARRIVE AT NORFOLK ISLAND. — THE DEPTFORD ARRIVES FROM 
MADRAS. — EXCURSION TO THE COW PASTURE. — WALK FROM MOUNT TAU- 
RUS TO THE SEA COAST. — WEATHER.— ANOTHER ‘BOAT CARRIED OFF.— 
THE CRIMINAL COURT THRICE ASSEMBLED. — PARTICULARS.— NATIVES 
VERY TROUBLESOME } SEIZE A BOAT.— AN ATTEMPT TO SEIZE ANOTHER 
BOAT FRUSTRATED.— INGRATITUDE.— AN AMPHIBIOUS ANIMAL DISCO- 
YERED.— WEATHER. 

S OME reports having again been circulated, refpedingthe (ituation. 

of Mary Morgan, the woman faid to be detained among the na« 
lives to the fouthward of Broken Bay, a boat, with fome people who 
had volunteered the fervice, was fent to the north part of that harbour, 
where it was faid ihe had been lately feen with fome of her black 
friends. The people were dire^ed, if pollible, to bring her away, un- 
lefs (he preferred the life that Ihe then led ; upon which more than, 
three years* experience would certmnly enable her to decide.. They 
were abfent about ten days, and returned without, fuccefs, not even^ 

havings 
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having heard any thing of her. Though it would be difficult to ima- 
gine to what purpofe the ftory of this woman’s exiftence among the 
natives had been twice fabricated, yet that it had been a mere fabrica- 
tion from the firft was evident. 

In confequence of feme complaints which were laid before the Go- 
vernor, relative to exorbitant demands made by the public bakers upon 
thole who had occafionto employ them, and of the impofitionspradrifed 
as well in the quality as in the quantity of the bread returned in lieu 
of the flour or grain delivered to them ; the Judge Advocate and two 
other magiftrates were diredl:ed to hold a meeting for the purpofe of 
inquiring into the bufmefs, as well as for examining and regulating 
•the weights and meafures which were at that time in ufe in the 
colony. An order was at the fame time iflued, recommending to the 
fettlers of every diftridt, that, as much pains had been taken to eftablifli, 
agreeably to their wifhes, the rate of wages paid for all kinds of labour, 
they fhould now attend ftridlly to this regulation. There we^b reafons 
for fufpediing that, notwithftanding the bond which they had entered 
into, rigidly to adhere to the regulations which had been efiablilhed 
for their benefit, fonie among them were fo very deficient in ho- 
iieft principles as to attempt by various means to evade the regu- 
lation, to the groat injury of other more induflrious and more 
honourable men. In order the more readily to detedl a pradHce 
fo fhameful and iniquitous, the Governor judged it requifite to hold 
out a reward to thofc who would come forward and give fuch in- 
formation as Ihould be fufficient to prove the offence, by offering 
one-third of the Aim forfeited to the informer. The fettlers were 
alfo called upon to give information of any labouring man who, 
on offering himfelf for hire, fhould refufe to accept the regulated 
wages. 

The natives at the Hawkefbury were in the month of April again 
very troublefome. After plundering one fetrier of all that they could 
•carry away, they burned his dwelling-houfe and a flack of wheat. 


On 
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On the 2 1 ft, as much wheat as the public granaries at Sydney, 
Parramatta, and the Hawkefbury, could contain, having been receiv- 
ed, tliey were clofed until the month of Auguft following. 

Toward the latter end of the month, the Governor, accompanied 
by fome gentlemen of the fettlement, fet off from Parramatta, on an 
e^urlion, in which he meant to obtain fome knowledge of the ground 
between Duck River and George’s River, with refpejft both to its 
quality and quantity. This traiSt was walked over, and much excel- 
lent land was found, well provided with frefli water in chains of 
large deep ponds. On this ground fome of the marine corps, having 
completed their fcrvice, were defirous of being fettled. Thence tlie 
Governor and his party proceeded down the river, and ftopped at a 
point near Botany Bay, where they met with feveral parties of natives, 
among whom was Pe-mul-wy, who, having perfedly recovered from 
his wounds, had efcaped from the hofpital with an iron about his leg. 
He faw and fpoke with one of the gentlemen of the party ; enquiring 
of him if the Governor was angry, and feemed pleafed at being told 
that he was not ; not with ftanding which, there could be hut little 
doubt that his favage brutal difpofition would manifeft itfelf whenever 
excited by the appearance of an unarmed man. 

During the month of April, a tree was for the firft time obferved 
growing on the banks of the Hawkefbury, the bark of which, when 
foaked in water, and beaten, was found to be as good as hemp for cor- 
d.ige ; fpinning eafily, and being remarkably ftrong. This tree grew 
from fifty to feventy feet high ; its diameter was from the fmalleft 
fize to a foor, and it appeared to be of quick growth. This was rather 
a fortunate difeovery ; for every kind of cordage belonging to the fet- 
- clement was wholly expended. 

Much rain had fallen during the month ; and on the morning of the 
27th a heavy fquall of wind came on, which, for want of proper care 
on the part of thofe at the wind-mill, fet it a-going in fo violent a man- 
ner, that while flying round with great velocity, a running ftone was 

3 o broken 
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broken to pieces ; one of which fo feverely wounded the mill-wright 
that his life was defpaircd of. 

Notwithftanding the example which had lately been made of the 
natives, they were again exceedingly troublefome to the fcttlers, wound- 
ing their perfons and deftroying their property. The fettlers in Lane 
Cove were fo perpetually alarmed by them, that they colleif^ed their 
whole force, and, a few foldiers being fent to their alfiftance, went 
out in the night ; when, being directed by their fires to the place where 
they lay, they difeovered a large body of natives collected, no doubt 
for the purpofc of attacking and plundering the fettlers. Being un- 
willing to take any of their lives, a volley of mulketry was fired over 
their heads, which fo alarmed them, that they inftantly fled, leaving 
behind them their fpears, &c. 

It was diftrefllng to obferve, that every endeavour to civilize thefe 
people proved fruitlefs. Although they lived among the inhabitants 
of the diflTerent fettlements, were kindly treated, fed, and often cloath- 
ed, yet they were never found to poflefs the fmalleft degree of grati- 
tude for fuch favours. Even Ben-nil-long was as deftitute of this qua- 
lity as the moft ignorant of his countrymen. It is an extraordinary 
faft, that even their children, who had been bred up among the white 
people, and who, from being accuftomed to follow their manner of 
living, it might have been imagined, would be little difpofed to relifli 
the life of their parents, when grown up, have quitted their comfor- 
table abodes, females as well as males, and taken to the fame favage 
mode of living, where the fupply of food was often precarious, their 
comforts unworthy to be called fuch, and their lives perpetually in 
danger. As a proof of the little perfonal fafety which they enjoyed, 
a young woman, the wife of « man named Ye-ra-ni-be, both of whom 
had been brought up in the fettlement from their childhood, was cru- 
elly murdered at the brick-fields by her hufband, afllfted by another 
native, Cole-be, who firft beat her dreadfully about the head (the 
common mode of cfiaftifing their women), and then put an end to 
her exiftence by driving a fpear through her heart. 


When 
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Wlien fpoken to, or cenfured, for robbing the maize grounds, 
thel'e people, to be revenged, were accuftomed to alTemble in large 
bodies, and burn the houfes of the fettlers if they flood in lonely fitua- 
tions, frequently attempting to take their lives ; yet they were feldorn 
refufed a little corn when they would aik for it. It was imagined 
that they were flimulated to this dcflrudlive condu<fl by fome run- 
away convi<fls, who were known to be among them at the time of 
their committing thefe depredations. In order to get poflcflion of 
thefe pefts, a proclamation was ifliied, calling on them by name to 
furrender themfelves within fourteen days ; declaring them out-lavvs 
if they refufed i and requiring the inhabitants, as they valued the 
peace and good order of the fettlement, and their own fecurity, to 
affift in apprehending and bringing them to juftice. The Governor 
alfo fignified his determination, if any of the natives were taken in the 
adt of robbing the fettlers, to hang them in chains near the fpot as an 
example to others. Could it have been forefeen, that this was their 
natural tcinpet, it would have been wifer to have kept them at a dis- 
tance, and in fear ; which might have been efFeded without fo much 
of that feverity which their condud had fometimes caufed to be exer- 
cifed toward them. But the kindnefs which had been fliewn them, and 
the familiar intercourfe with the white people in which they had been 
indulged, tended only to make them acquainted with thofe concerns 
in which they were the moft vulnerable, and brought on all the evils 
that they fnffered from them., 

On the 1 6th, his Majefly’s fliip Supply arrived from the Cape of 
Good Hope. She had met with much bad weather on her pall'age, 
and, being exceedingly infirm, her pumps had been kept conftantly 
at work. This fliip brought 31 cows, 5 mares, and 27 ewe flieep; 
all of which were in good health : 8 cows, 2 bulls, and 13 flieep, had 
died. 

On the following morning, a boat which had been flfliing to the 
fouthward of Botany Bay brought up to the fettlement three perfons, 
late belonging to a fliip called the Sydney Cove, which had laiied from, 
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Bengal with a cargo for Port Jackfon npon fpeculation. The Gover- 
nor was informed by the fupercargo (one of the three who had ar- 
rived), that the fliip had fprung a dangerous leak before fhe had 
rounded the South Cape, which, as foon as they had got to the eaft- 
ward of the fouthern part of the coaft, incrcafed to fo great a degree, 
as to render it abfolutely ncceflary to haul in tor land ; which they 
reached but juft in time to ground the ftiip when ftie w'as dropping 
from under them, having actually funk down to the fore channels 
when they ran her upon the ground, which they did on an ifland in 
lat. 40’ 37' fouth. They met with this misfortune in the middle of 
February j foon after which a certain number of them refolved to at- 
tempt reaching Port Jackfon in the (hip’s long-boat, leaving the com- 
mander and about thirty people to ftay by the wreck. The boat being 
prepared, feventeen people embarked in her, and failed ; but, meeting 
with much bad weather, they were again wrecked, being driven on 
fhore on the coaft near Point Hicks. Here they all landed, and en- 
deavoured to travel northward, but dropped one by one, and loft 
each otheridaily, until the number w^as reduced to five, the three who 
had arrived (the fupercargo, a failor, and a lafear ), the firft mate of 
the Ihip, who had undertaken the navigation of the long boat, and 
the Carpenter. Thefe two, from cxceflive fatigue, had been unable 
to proceed any further, and had ftopped the day before their com- 
panions in this miferable journey had been taken up by the fiftiing- 
boat. 

To fearch for thefe unfortunate people, a whale boat was difpatched 
the following day, properly provided with fuch comforts as were ne- 
ceflary for perfons in their weak and wretched condition. They pro- 
ceeded to the fpot pointed out by 'Mr. Clarke, the fupercargo, as that 
where they had loft fight of their companions j but after the moft 
anxious endeavours could difeover only fome trifling articles, which 
were known to have been in their pofleflion j and thefe being bloody, 
it was conjedured that they had been killed in their very helplefs con- 
dition by the natives, whom, in the courfe of their long march, they 
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had found frequently very kind, and at other times extremely favage. 
To add to the probability of this having been their end, Mr. Clarke 
mentioned the motofe, unfeeling difpofition of the carpenter, who 
often, when fome friendly natives had prefented him with a few firti, 
growled that they l^ad not given him all, and infilled, that becaufe they 
were black fellows, it would be right to take it by force. By fome 
illiberal and intemperate a£t of this nature, there was much reafon to 
believe he had brought on himfelf and his ill-fated companion, the 
mate (a man caft in a gentler mould), a painful and premature death. 

Mr. Clarke, and the two other people who arrived with him, were 
very much exhaufted, and could not probably have borne up much 
longer againft the toil that attends travelling in fuch a country as the 
unfettled part of New Holland every where prefents. All pofiible at- 
tention, however, being paid to their lituation, they quickly recovered 
their ftrength and fpirits. 

Several inftances have already been given of the danger and diffi*. 
culty that attended travelling through the woods ; in which many 
people have either wandered till they died, or have been aflaflihated 
By the natives. Every caution that humanity could fuggeft had bean 
given ; yet even at this advanced period of the fettlement an inftance 
occurred which proved to how little purpofe. A foldier, who had 
taken his paflage in a boat to go to the Hawkeibury, prevailed on the 
crew to land him on the fouth Ihore of Broken Bay, intending to pro- 
ceed to the fettlement by land ; but which he was never able to accom- 
plifli. Several parties were fent in fcarch of him, but they returned 
unfuccefsful, and no doubt could be entertained of his end having been 
truly deporable ; as was that of a very fine girl of ten years of age,, 
who about the fame time was burnt to death by a Ihibble field having 
taken fire while flie was in the midft of it. The flames were fo rapid, 
that flie was unable to efcape from them, and perilhed in the moft ex- 
traordinary and terrible manner. 

On the 27th of May, the fliip Britannia anchored between the heada 
from Ireland,, having on board ijp. male and 50 female convids from> 
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that kingdom, with an officer and 25 recruits for the New Soutii 
Wales corps. On the fame day the colonial Schooner, and a long 
boat, failed to the fouthward, to bring away the remainder of the ihip*8 
company belonging to the unfortunate Sydney Cove. 

The want of cordage has been already mentioned. The fettlcinent 
was likewife fo much diftrefled for canvas, that the largeft and bell 
boat in it was ufelefs from the want of fails. 

Very little rain had fallen during May. 

On the 2d of June, the Ganges arrived from Ireland, with convids 
from that kingdom, and a detachment of recruits for the New South 
Wales corps. Thefe convi£ls appeared in much better health than 
thofe lately arrived in the Britannia; indeed, the latter complained fo 
much of having been ill treated during the palTage, that the Gover-' 
nor thought it right to inllitute an enquiry into their complaints ; 
when it appeared that they had been deferving of punilhment, but 
that it had been adminiftered with too much feverity, in the opinion 
even of the furgeon who was prefent. As thefe punilhments had 
been infli^led by the direction of the mailer, without confulting any 
of the officers on board as to the meafure of them, he was highly cen- 
fured, as was alfo the furgeon, who could Hand by and fee them in- 
flidled without remonllrating with the mailer; which he declined 
becaufe he had not been confulted by him. 

<*Quis taliafando, tcinpcrct a lacrymls.’^ 

Early in June the Governor vifited the fettlement at Parramatta, 
for the purpofe of examining that part of the country which he dc- 
ligned to cultivate on the public account ; and to obferve how the 
convidls who had lately arrived, the major part of whom had been fent 
thither, were provided for. The cattle which had been landed from 
the Supply had been alfo fent thither, and were, with the government 
flock at Toongabbe, thriving exceedingly. 

The ground that it was propofed to clear on the public account was 
not more than two miles and a half from Parramatta, and moll' ad- 
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vantageoufly fituated in point of frcfli water, having a chain of large 
and excellent ponds in its vicinity. The fpot was marked out by the 
deputy furveyor whereon to eredt the neceflary buildings; and the 
whole was named Portland Place. 

In confcquence of the proclamation which had been ilTued, one of 
the run-away convidls delivered himfelf up, and another was taken : 
they appeared to be half ftarved ; yet their fuiferings were not fuffi- 
cient to prevent fimilar defertions by others, nor a repetition of the 
ofi'cnce in themfelves ; fuch was the ftrong avcrfion which thefe worth- 
lefs charadlers had to any thing that bore the name of work. More 
/labour would have been performed by one hundred free people from 
any part of England or Scotland, than had at any time been derived 
from three hundred of thefe, with all the attention that could be paid 
to them. Had two hundred families of decent labouring farmers been 
font out as fettlers a few years fince, and had a few convids to aflift 
them been placed wholly under their diredion and authority, the 
cultivation would have been much further advanced ; and, in point of 
provifions, thofe families would have been living in luxury. More 
grain than could be confumed would have been grown, inftead of 
crops which in fome years were barely fuflScient to laft until the fol- 
lowing harveft. 

After exciting fome apprehenfions for her fafety, his Majefty’s fliip 
the Reliance anchored in the Cove on the 26th, from the Cape of 
Good Hope, having had a very ftormy paffage. She brought ad cows, 

3 bulls, and about 60 (beep. 

TThe conclufion of June faw the finifliing of the new gaol, which 
was furrounded by a llrong and high fence. It was eighty feet in 
length, the fides and ends were conftruded of ftrong logs, a double 
row of which formed each partition. The whole was divided into 
twenty-two cells, the divifions of which were logs. The floor and 
the roof were of the fame folid materials, over which was a coat eight 
inches deep of ftiflf clay, and the roof was thatched. Every accom- 
' modation for prifoners was to be found in feparate buildings in the 

2 prifoa 
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prifon yard ; in which alfo was a diftindl brick building for debtors, 
fenced off from the felon fide (to ufe an Old Bailey diftin£tion) by a 
ftrong and high paling. This, inclofing a fpot of ground which had 
been marked out on the weft fide of the Cove for a fliip yard, land- 
ing provifions from the tranfports, and completing the granary, had 
formed the principal labour in which the public gangs were employed 
during the month, throughout which the- weather had been remark- 
ably dry. 

In the beginning of July, the Francis returned from the wreck of 
the Sydney Cove, bringing the remainder of her crew, except fix, 
whom Captain Hamilton, her commander (and the only European 
belonging to her then alive), had left in charge of that part of her 
cargo which had been faved. The Eliza long-boat, which failed from 
the ifland with them, had on board a few Lafears and fome property ; 
but having had to encounter a very heavy gale of wind, and not ar- 
riving with the fchooner, many doubts were entertained of her fafety. 
Thefe were greatly augmented by a fevere ftorm wliich came on 
twelve days after the arrival of the Francis. The wind blew a hur- 
ricane, doing much mifehief, and the rain fell in torrents. 

The cattle that arrived in the Reliance were landed, and looked ex- 
tremely well. The two Colonial fhips had been employed eight 
months on this voyage to and from the Cape, and had added 5 1 cows, 
3 bulls, a few horfes, and about 90 flieep, to the ftock of domeftic 
cattle in the colony. 

This fpecics of provifions was multiplying largely ; but the fait 
meat was decreafing fo fall, that it became neceffary to iffue only half 
the ufual ration of pork. ^ 

Early in Auguft, the Britannia and the Ganges failed on their re- 
fpedlive voyages. In the latter went feveral convidts who had become 
free, and fome of the marine foldiers who had been difeharged from 
the New South Wales Corps, having completed their fecond engage- 
ment in that regiment. They had talked of becoming fettlers j but the 
reftleft love of change prevailed, and they quitted the colony. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Qarke, of the ftiip Sydney-Covc, having mentioned that, two 
days before he had met the people of the boat which had brought 
him to Port Jackfon, he had fallen in with a great quantity of coal, 
with which he and his companions made a large hre, and had flept by 
it during the night, a whale-boat was fent off to the fouthward, with 
Mr. Bafs, the furgeon of the Reliance, to difeover where an article fo 
valuable was to be met with. He proceeded about feven leagues to 
the fouthward of Point Solander ; where he found, in the face of a 
fleep cliff, wafhed by the Tea, a flratum of coal, in breadth about fix 
feet, and extending eight or nine miles to the fouthward. Upon the 
fummit of the high land, and lying on the furface, he obferved many 
patches of coal, from fome of which it muft have been that Mr. 
Clarke was fo feafonahly fupplied with fuel. He alfo found in the 
fkeletons of the mate and carpenter of the Sydney-Cove, an unequi- 
vocal proof of their having unfortunately perifhed, as was conjedfured. 

From the fpecimens of the coal which were brought in by JMr. 
Bafs, the quality appeared to be good ; but, from its almoft inacceiO- 
ble iituation, no great advantage could ever be expeded from it ; 
and, indeed, were it even lefs difficult to be procured, unlefs fome 
fmall harbour fhould be near it, it could not be of much utility to the 
fettlement. 

No circumftance deferving of attention had occurred for fome time 
among the natives. On the 27th of the month, however, one of their 
young men flood the trial pradifed by his countrymen, for having 
killed fome perfon in a quarrel. He Hood manfully up againft all 
their fpears, and defended himfelf with great {kill and addrefs. Hav- 
ing had two fhields fplit in his hand, by the fpear palling through 
them, his friends, who were numerous, attacked bis opponents, 
whom they difarmed, and brdee their fhields, with many of their 
fpears. 

It had been intended to have thrown fome fpears at Ben-nil- 
long at the fame time, from its having been reported that a female na- 
tive, when dying, had declared fhe dreamed that Ben-nil-long had 
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killed her. Her friends, therefore^ refolved to call him to an account, 
taking the bulinefs up on the fuppohtion that the woman muft have 
had fome cauie of complaint againft him, or fhe could not have 
dreamed of his doing her an injury. To this accufation Ben>nil> 
long pleaded not guilty, declaring that he was an entire Granger to 
the woman, and had never in his life offended her : but there were 
fome who faid that he a^ually wounded the woman, and had been 
the caufe of her death ; which, to thofc acquainted with the temper 
and dirpolition of this favage, by no means appeared improbable. 
Added to his natural brutality, he was now become fo fond of drink* 
ing that he loft no opportunity of being intoxicated, and in that ftate 
was fo favage and violent as to be capable of any mifchief. On thofe 
occafions he amufed himfelf with annoying the women and infulting 
the men, who, from fear of offending his white friends, fpared 
thofe notices of his condud which he fo often merited, and which 
fooner or later he would certainly meet. 

The month of September commenced with a very yexatious cir- 
cumftance. A boat, the largeft and beft in the colony belonging to 
government, was, on her paffage to the Hawkefbury, whither fhe was 
cacrying a few ftores, taken poffeffion of by a part of the boat’s crew; 
being at the fame time boarded by a fmall boat from the fhore, the 
people in which feized her and put off to fea, firft landing the cox- 
fwain and three others, who were unwilling to accompany them, in 
Pitt Water in Broken Bay. Tbefe men proceeded overland to Port 
Jiackfon, where they gave the firft information of this daring and 
piratical tranfadlion. Two boats, well manned and armed, were 
immediately difpatched after them under the command of Lieu* 
tenant Shortland of the Reliance; but on the 19th, after an abfence 
of 13 days, returned without difcovering the fmalleft trace of them 
or the boat. Mr. Shortland’s purfuit, however, had not been 
without its advantage ; for on his return he entered a river which he 
named Hunter river about ^ten leagues to the fouthward of Port 
Stephens, into which he carried three fathoms water, in the fhoaleft 
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part of its entrance, finding deep water and good anchorage within. 
The entrance of this river was but narrow, and covered by a high 
rocky ifland, lying right off it j fo as to leave a good paffage round the 
north end of the ifland, between that and the Chore. A reef conne£fs 
the fouth part of the ifland with the fouth ihore of the entrance of the 
river. In this harbour was found a conliderable quantity of very 
good coal, and lying fo near the water fide as to be conveniently 
{hipped i which gave it, in this particular, a manifeft advantage over 
that difeovered to the fouthward. Some fpecimens of this coal were 
taken to Sydney. 

About the fame time an account was received from Norfolk Ifland, 
of the American fnow Mercury having landed there the remainder of 
the people which had been left by Captain Bampton in Dufky Bay, 
when the Endeavour was wrecked there about twenty months before. 
The Governor, not having any veflel at Port Jackfon fit for fuch a 
purpofe, had expreffed a wifli to the mafter of the fnow to that effe«a, 
when he was about leaving New South Wales ; which fervice he per- 
formed under many difficulties, and brought off all that now remained 
of thefe unfortunate people, amounting to 35 in number. 

On the 20th of the month, the Deptford, a fmall brig, airived from 
Madras, with a cargo of goods upon fpeculation for the Sydney mar- 
' ket. The fpirit of trade which had for fome time obtained in the co- 
lony afforded an opening for adventurers to carry their goods to that 
fettlement. The voyage from India was Ihort and direct ; and, from 
the nature of their inveftments, they were certain of finding a ready 
fale, and an ample return upon the original invoice. But this inter- 
courfe was found to be pregnant with great evil to the colony ; for, 
preferring fpirits to any other article that could be introduced, the 
owners never failed to make the rum of that country an effential part 
of every cargo. And though every poffible meafure was adopted to 
prevent all that arrived from being landed, yet, fuch was the avidity 
with which it was fought after, that, if not permitted, it was generally 
got on ihore clandcftincly ; and very few Ihips carried back any of 
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uphat they had brought. To this fource might be traced all the crimes 
that dirgraced, and all the difeafes th^t injured the colony. 

At the latter end of September a pany fet off on an excurlion to the 
CoW'paihire Plains. On reaching Mount Taurus, a diftlndfc herd of 
the wild cattle, 67 in number, was feen. It was conjectured, that 
tins valuable collection of cattle had fo confidcrably mcreafed, as to 
find a convenience in dividing into different herds ; thereby prevent- 
ing thofe quarrels which might frequently happen among their males. 
This was confirmed by their falling-in with, in another place, a 
herd, in which there could not have been fewer than 170 of thefe 
animals. A couple of days were jJeafantly occupied in examining 
that part of the country, which exhibited the beautiful a{)pearance of 
a luxuriant and well- watered pafturage. The latitude of Mount 
Taurus was found to be 34** 16^ S. and the river Nepean was difco- 
vered to take its courfe clofe round the fouth fide of this hill. Two 
gentlemen of the party propofing to walk from Mount Taurus, in as 
dired; a line as the country would admit, to the fea-coafl:, a whale-boat 
was ordered to wait for them about five leagues to the fouthwarj of 
Botany Bay. They expeCted to have reached the coall in one day ;■ 
but they did not reckon on having full 25 miles of a rugged and 
mountainous road to crofs. Making their courfc a little to the fouth- 
ward of eaft, they fell in with the boat very conveniently; and Mr. Bafs, 
one of the travellers, deferibed their route to have laid, the greateft 
part of the way, over nothing but high and fteep ridges of hills, the 
land becoming more rocky and barren as they drew near the fea eoafi. 
In each of the vallies formed by thefe hills they found a run of frelh 
water, in fome places of confiderable depth and rapidity* The direc- 
tion of thefe ftreams, or runs, being to the northward, they were fup- 
pofed to fall into a harbour which lay about five or fix miles to the 
fouthward of Port Solander, and had obtained the name of Port 
Hacking, the pilot of that name having had the honour of the dif- 
covery. , 

The 
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The month of OQiober commenced with the lofs of another boat, 
which was taken from Parramatta by fome people who got unobferved 
out of the harbour. The three men who were put on (hore from the 
former boat at the time (he was feized upon, being in this party, it 
was fuppofed they were conneded in fome way with thofe who were 
in that boat, and whom they might know where to find. An armed 
boat from the Supply was immediately difpatched after them ; but it 
returned as unfuccefsful as Lieutenant Shortland had been. 

From this circumftance, joined to the badnefs of the weather from the 
time of their departure, which had been unufually ftormy, there wa» 
every probability of their having become the vi^ims of their own teme- 
rity. In thefe two boats 15 convids had made their efcape, 6 of whom 
had been tranfported for life ; fix others were from Ireland, of whofe 
term of tranfportation no account had been fent ouL Whatever might 
be the fate of thefe people, the evil was of great extent ; fince all that 
could be known of them to their fellow-prifoners was, that they had 
fuccefifully effcdcd their -efcape. Had Bryan and his party, who 
went off with one of the King’s boats in the year 1791, inftead of 
meeting with the compaflion and lenity which were expreffed in Eng- 
land for their fufferings, been font back, and tried in New South 
Wales for taking away the boat, and other thefts which they had com- 
mitted, it was probable that others might have been deterred from 
following their example. 

Such was the increase of crimes, that thrice in Odober was the 
court of criminal judicature aflembled. The ofiences that came under 
their cognizance were thofe of murder, perjury, and forgery ; and two 
men were tried for having killed a native youth well known in the 
fettlement ; but it appearing to the court that he had been accidentally 
fhot, they were acquitted. The natives certainly behaved ill, and 
often provoked the death they met with ; but it is much to be feared 
that they had been on many occafions wantonly defiroyedi. One of 
the criminals was condemned to fofier death j another to be burned 
in the hand and imprifoned twelve months i two were banifhed to 
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Norfolk Ifland, and three to ftand in the pillory, to which their ears 
were to be nailed. Thefe laft, affording fomething like amufement 
to the mob, were fufficiently covered with dirt and rotten eggs. 

It may be fome relief to turn from the contemplation of fuch ini- 
quity, though it fhould be only to the tranfajSkions of favages differing 
from thefe wretches but in complexion. 

On the 2oth of the month the fcttlement were fpe^ators of a fevere 
conteft which took place between two parties of natives ; one of which 
was defirous of revenging the death of a friend, who had been killed 
by fome native of a part of the country from which a young man had 
juft then accidentally come amongft them. He was therefore imme- 
diately devoted to their vengeance. He moft gallantly ftood the attack 
of numbers, defending himfelf with the greateft bravery and addrefs, 
until, being wounded in feveral places, he fell. As he lay upon the 
ground, feveral of his opponents treacheroufly rufhed in upon him, 
and ftabbed him repeatedly with a pointed Hick, which they call a 
Doo-ul. In this fituation he endeavoured to cover hitnfelf with his 
fhield ; on which, having rifen from the ground, and being again at- 
tacked, he received their fpears for fome time with great dexterity ; 
until fome one, lefs brave and more treaclierous than the reft, took a 
ftation unobferved on one fide, and launched a fpear, which went 
into his back and there remained. Seeing this, they were proceeding 
a fecond time to rufh in upon him, when he had juft ftrength enough 
left to make his efcape into an adjoining houfe, where he received 
fhelter, and from the feverity of his wounds immediately fainted. The 
fpear was withdrawn, and his wounds drefted by one of the furgeons 
who happened to be prefent, and he fliortly recovered. His brother, 
who had accompanied him to the field of battle, ftood up in his de- 
fence, and was alfo feverely wounded. Several of their women at- 
tended on the occafton, and, as is common w^th them, howled and 
cried alternately during the fight ; fometimes dancing and beating 
their fides with their arms ; a certain proof of their paftions being 
wrought up to the bigheft pitch. 


Shortly 
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Shortly after this, thefe people again exhibited themfelves to the 
notice of the fettlement, but in a very different point of view. On 
the 31ft, an open boat arrived from the Hawkelbury, with a cargo of 
Indian corn, having been boarded in her paffage by a party of natives 
in canoes. Affuming an appearance of friendfhip, they were fuffered 
to come into the boat j when, watching an opportunity, they threw 
of the mafk and made an attempt to feize the fmall arms. This oc- 
cafioned a ftruggle, in which the boat’s crew prevailed ; but not before 
fome of thefe unexpe£Ied pirates had paid for their rafhnefs with their 
lives. This biifinefs led 'to a difcovery, that a boat belonging to a 
fettler, which was fuppofed to have been driven out to fea and loft, 
with her crew and cargo of Indian corn, had actually been taken by 
the natives, after murdering thofe who were in her. The boat, on 
fearching, was afterwards found in the poffeflion of fome of thde 
people. 

This was fo novel a circumftance, that it could fcarcely be credited? 
but it was no lefs true ; and there was but little doubt, that the white 
people who were among them had been the unfeen inftigators of this 
mifehief. 

In the courfe of Otftober, a ftrong and durable bridge, capable of 
fuftaining any weight which it might have occafion to bear, was 
ereded over Duck River, for the convenience of land carriage between 
the towns of Sydney and Parramatta. 

The wheat every where wore the moft promifing appearance, and 
the weather had been very favourable for bringing it to maturity. 

Decreafing daily, as did the number of working men in the employ 
of Government, yet the Governors could not refufe granting certifi- 
cates to fuch convids as had ferved their refpedive times of tranfpor- 
tation j and no lefs than 1 25 men were at this time certified by him 
to be free. Moft of thefe had no other view in obtaining this certifi- 
cate, than as it enabled them to quit the fettlement. 


There 
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There being a fcarcitf of wheat in the public {tores, owing to fome 
local dUappointments, the Governor was obliged to make a reduction 
in the weekly allowance of that article, until the crops of the approach- 
ing feafon (hould be gathered. , 

Among the ads which difgraced the month of November was one 
which befpoke uncommon depravity. A dbnvid, who had formerly 
been the fchool-fellow of the Rev. Mr. Johnfon, had been taken by 
that gentleman, who greatly compaffionated his fallen ftate, into his 
fervxce ; where he repofed in him the utmoft confidence, and treated 
him with the kindeft indulgence. He had not been long in his houfe 
before Mr. Johnfon was informed that his fervant, having taken an 
imprefiion of the key had procured one that 

would fit the lock. He fcarcely credited the information j but, being 
urged to furnilh him with an opportunity, he confented that a 
conftable Ihould be concealed in the houfe, on a Sunday, when 
|l]1 the family, this perfon excepted, would, be attending divine 
JTervice. The arrangement fucceeded but too well. Concluding that 
^11 was fafe, he applied his key, and was proceeding without any re- 
tnorfe to plunder the room of fuch articles as he wanted ; when the 
conftable, feeing his prey within his toils, darted from his conceal- 
ment, and put an end to his depredations by making him his pri- 
foner. 

Thus was this wretched being, without “ one compundbious vifiting 
of nature,” detected in the ad of injuring the man, who, in the better 
day of his profperity, had been the companion of his youth, and 
who had kindly dretchcd out his hand to {belter him in the hour of 
his adverfity. 

Although the fettlement of Port Jackfon had now been edabliihed 
within one month of ten years, yet little had been added to the dock 
of natural hidory which had been acquired in the fird year or two of 
its infancy. The kangaroo, the dog, the opolTum, the dying {quir- 
rel, the kangaroo rat, a fpotted rat, the common rat, and the large 
fox-bat (if entitled to a place in this fociety), made up the whole ca- 
talogue 
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talogue of animals that were known at this time ; with th« exception 
which muft now be made of an amphibious animal, of the mole fpecies, 
one of which had lately been found on the banks of a lake near the 
Hawkcfbury. In (ize it was confiderably larger than the land mole. 
The eyes were very fmall. The fore legs, which were {hotter than 
the hind, were obferved, at the feet, to be provided with four claws, 
and a membrane, or web, that fpread confiderably beyond them j while 
the feet of the hind legs were furnilhed, not only with this mem- 
brane, or web, but with four long (harp claws, that projeded as much 
beyond the web. as the web projected beyond the claws, of .|hc fore 
feet. ThA.luil^P|H|H||H very fat ; but the 

moft extraordinar^MIIIPIIIliPIIBPH^it^ fibtildure was, its 
having, inilead of the mouth of an animal^ the upper and lower man- 
dibles of a duck. By thefe it was enabled to Aipplj itfelf with food, 
like that bird, in muddy places, or on the banks lakes, in which 
its webbed feet enabled it to fwim ; while on (hore its long and Oiaip 
claws were employed in burrowing i nature thus providing for it in 
its double or amphibious charader. Thefe little animals had been 
frequently noticed rifing to the furface of the water, and blowing like 
the turtle*. 

The 

* The peculiar conformation of the amphibioua animal above mentioned havin^r attracted the 
attention of Everard Home, Efq. a Paper, containing the refult of a minute examination of the 
external and internal parts of two fpecimens which bad been preferved in fpirits, and fent from 
Port Jackfon to Sir Jofeph Banks, was drawn up by Mr. Home, and having been read before 
the Royal Society was afterwards publifliedin the Philofophical Tranfadions. From that paper, 
whidi was moft obligingly fent to the Author of this work by Mr. Home, he has, through the 
liberality of the Preiident of that learned body, been allowed to fele6f fuch additional particu* 
lars of this curious animal, as will, he trulls, be acceptable to his readers { who, he doubts not, 
will derive gratification from an animal, Iiitherto unknown to fcience, hnving faQen under the 
ohfervation and examination of a gentleman fo eminently qu8lifie4 to devel^ the fecreta of 
nature. 

The natural htftory of thiaaoimal, which has. obtained the name of'OauirNoaHyNCHtrt Pa« 
aADOXVS, is at prefent very little known. The following particitlart were communicated to 
Mr. Home by Governor Hunter, who, during bis refidence in New South WalcC, had opportO* 
nitiet of fedng the animid alive. 
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The fubjoiaed ENOHAViNa is from a Drawing made on the fpot 
hy Governor HuntIsr. 

ORNITHORHYNCXTS PARADOXUS » 



AN AMTHIBIOUS animal of iie MOLE KIND . 

ttf/uiA, /Ar i^f ttw^} - /ftytHrrM /n. \eMf > •, ) 

iAt /Ar/t ^Unrtym/ t/ft t M /Art > Arnt/ 

^rr/ Arnt'f^ /Ar A' Aitt\i rtr/rrttAtt^ Aryenni /Ar //rA tAytft/ ttlr tr.tytrAtrt Attt h'rttr^. 


The OraithovbyixAtM it onljr found in fi«fli<'wnter lakeit of nrfatch (hert nre ais^ in the iut«« 
sior parti of the country } feme three quarters of a mile long, and femal hundred yards hnoad. 
It docs not fwim upon the furface of the Water, bUt-cdOMS up oog^iiially to bMathe, whfeh it 
'defM in the fiwae aanoerOs the turtle. When Upon the |;rotuid it runs -with tnoch the fene 
degree ofaAWity sa a land tortoife. It inhabits the banks of the hdCes, and -is fnppofe d 'to feed 
in the muddy placet which forround them; but the particular kind (tf food ea wUeb It fuhflds 
it -aoc knows, 
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All thofc hands who w-ere not employed on the public buildings 
were adively engaged in fecurjng the abundant crops which every 
where promifed to reward the induftry of the fettlcr arid the labourer. 

The 


The male k 17^ inches in length, from the point of the bill to the exUeority of the tail. The 
bill is 2 1 inches long ; and the tail, mcafuring from the anus, 4^ inches/ 

The body of the animal is coraprefled, and nearly of the fame general thicknefs throughout 5 
except at the flioulJers, where it is rather fmaller. The circumference of tke body is 1 1 inches. 
There is no fat depofited between the ikin and the mufcles. 

In the female, the fixe of the body is rendered proportionately larger than that of the male, 
by a quantity of fat lying every where under the (kin. 

The male is of a very dark brown colour on the back^ legs, and ta 3 i the under furface 
of the neck and belly is of a filver grey. In tlic female the colour is lighter. 

The hair is made up of two kinds ; a very fine thick fur, one half of an inch long, and a very 
uncommon kind of hair, three quartci*8 of an inch long. The portion next the root has the com- 
mon appearance of hair; but for a quarter of an inch towards the point it becomes Oat, giving 
it fame faint refcinblance to very fine feathers : this portion has a glofs upon it ; and isdien tht 
hair is dry, the different relledions from the edges and furfaces of thefe longer hairs give the 
whole a very uncommon appearance. The fur and hair upon the belly is longer than that upon 
the back. 

Externally, there is no appearance of the organs of generation in either fex ; the orifice of 
tlie anus being a common opening to the reAum and prepuce in the male, and to the rcAum 
and vagina in the female. 

There was po appearance, that could be detected, of nipples ; although the moft accurate fearch 
Was mavlc. 

The head is, rather comprelTed* The bill, which projcAs In^pnd the mouth, in its appearance 
rcfembles tliat of the duck ; but is in its ilruAurc more like that of the fpoon-bSI, the middle 
part being compofed of bone, as Tn that bird : it has a yery ftrqhg cutiCuhr covering. 

The noftrlls arc two orifices, very clofc to ?ach other, near the end of the biB | the upper lip 
projcAipg three quarters of an Inch beyond them. 

The eyes are very fmall ; they are fituated more upon the upper part of tfhe head than h 
ufual, and are diredly behind the loofe edge of the cuticular flap belonging to the bill. 'Hie 
eyedids are circular orifices concealed in the hair, and, in the male, are with difficulty difeovered ; 
but ill the female there is a tuft of lighter hair which marks their fituation. 

The external ears are two large flits, direAly behind the eyes, and much huger than the orificel 
of the eye-Iids. 

The teeth, if they can be fo called, are all grinders ; they are four in number, fituated in the 
poller ior part of the mouth, one on each fide of the upper and under jaw, and have broad fiat 
croons. They differ from common teeth very materially, having neither enamel nor bone, but 
bking compofed of a horny fubflance only, embedded in the gum, to which they are conneAed 

3 I a by 
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The weather in November had been, for the firft and middle parts, 
very unfettled, blowing hard at times, with much rain. On one day 
tiiere fell a Ihower of hail, the (tones of which were each as large as 
a lark’s egg. The latter part of the month was fair, and favourable 
for reaping the grain. 


by an Irregular furface in the place of fangi. When cut through, which is readily done by a 
knife, the internal ftruAurc is fibrous like the human nails. The dlrcAion of the fibres is from 
the crown downwards. 

Between the cheek and the jaw, on each fide of the mouth, there is a pouch, as in the monkey 
tribe, lined with a cuticle. When laid open, it is t j inch long, and the lame in breadth. In 
the female it contained a concreted fubftance, the fize of a very fmall nut, one in each pouch : 
this when, examined through the microfeope, was found to be made up of very fmall portions of 
broken cryfials. 

Befidcs tbefe grinding teeth, there are two fmall pointed homy teeth upon the projcAing part 
of the pofterior portion of the tongue, the points of which are direfled forwards, feemingly to 
prevent the food from being pulhed into the fauces during the procefs of maftication ; which cir- 
cumfiance Mr. Home thinks peculiar to this animal : in the tongue of the Flamingo there is a 
row of Ihort teeth on each fide, but not in any other bird that he has feen. 

The fore legs are fliort, and the web, which is very broad, is continued beyond the points of 
the toes nearly an inch. On each toe there is a rounded ftraight naQ, which lies loofe upon the 
membrane forming the web. 

The hind legs are nearly of the fame length as the fore legs, but ftronger. Each foot has five 
toes with curved daws, and webbed ) but the web does not extend beyond tlie points of the toes. 

In the male. Juft at the fetting on of the heel, there is a ftrong crooked fpur, half an inch long, 
with a (harp point, which has a joint between it and the foot, and is capable of motion in two 
diredions. When the point of it is brought clofe to the leg, the fpur is almoft completely con* 
cealed among the hair | when direded outwards, it projeds confiderably, and is very confpicuous. 

Mr. Home proceeds to deferibe the internal parts of this uncommon animal ; but thefe, aa 
we think they would be uninterefting to the generality of our readers, we decline giving { refetriug 
thole lovers ^ natural hiftory, who wilh for a mere minute detail, to the Philofophical Tranfl 
a61ions. 
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CHAP. XIX, 

COLE-BE’s encounter with YE-RA*NI-BE. — Y£>RA>N1.BE KILLED.— VA« 
RIOUS PARTICULARS RESPECTING THE NATIVES. — BEN-NIL-LONG.-— 
SCHOOLS AT SYDNEY. — THU FRANCIS SAILS FOR THE WRECK.— WEATHER. 
— HOUSE BURNT.— ACCOUNT OF LIVE STOCK AND GROUND IN CULTIVA- 
TION. — ATTEMPT OF SOME IRISH CONVICTS TO DESERT IN SEARCH OF A 

NEW SETTLEMENT. — A SETTLUr’s BOAT STOLEN.— PARTICULARS. THE 

FRANCIS RETURNS FROM THE SOUTHWARD. — WORKS.— CONJECTURES A3 
TO A STRAIT.— NATIVES. — A CONVICT PROVIDENTIALLY SAVED.— WEA- 
THER.— THE FRANCIS AGAIN SAILS FOR THE WRECK. — BEN-NIL-LONG 
AND HIS WIFE. — REPORT RESPECTING THE WILD CATTLE.— ACCOUNT OP 
A JOURNEY TO THE WESTWARD.— DESCRIPTION OF A NEW BIRD.— MR. 
BASS RETURNS FROM AN IXCURSION IN AN OPEN BOAT TO THE SOUTH- 
WARD —PARTICULARS OF IT. — THREE IRISHMEN PICKfcD UP. — WEATHER 
IN FEBRUARY.— THE FRANCIS RETURNS FROM PRESERVATION ISLAND,— 
A TRUSTY PERSON SENT TO LOOK FOR A SALT HILL, SAID TO BE DIS- 
COVERED.— THB WILD CATTLE SEEN. — A NEW ANIMAL, THE WOM-BAT, 
FOUND. — SOME IRISH RUNAWAYS GIVE THEMSULVLS UP.— THE CRIMINAL 
COURT MEETS. — THREE MEN EXECUTED. — DISCOVERIES PROSECUTED.— 
AN OLD WOMAN ACCUSED OF DREAMING. 

A CIRCUMSTANCE occurred about the beginning of December, 
which excited much intereft in the town of Sydney, and great 
commotion among the natives. Two of thefe people, both of them 
well known in the fettlement (Cole-be, the friend of Ben-nil-long, and 
one of the Ye-ra-ni-bes), meeting in the town, while their bofoms 
were yet fwelling on occafion of fome former difierence, attacked each 
other. Cole-be had always been remarked for his activity ; hut Ye- 
ra-ni*be was younger than his adverfary, and was reckoned a per- 
fed match for him. While clofiog on each other with their clubs, 
until which time Cole-be had not gained any advantage, the handle 
of Ye>rapm-be*8 Ihield drew out, and it confequently fell from hia 

grafp : 
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grafp ; while ftooping to take it up, the other ftruck him on the head 
with a club, which ftaggered him, and followed bis blow while he 
was in that defencelefs lituation. 

Cole-be knew that this would enfure him the appellation of jee-run, 
or coward, and that the friends of Yc-ra-ni-be would certainly take 
up his caii'fe. As the confequcnces, therefore, might be very ferious if 
Ye-ra-ni-be fhould die of the blow, he thought it prudent to ahfcond 
for a while, and Ye-ra-ni-be was taken care of by fomc of his white 
friends. This happened on the loth, and on the i6th he died. In 
the interval he was conftantly attended by fome of his male and female 
aiTociates, particularly by his two friends, Collins, and Mo-roo-bra. 
On one of the nights, when a moft diftnal fong of lamentation had 
been fung over him, in which the women were the principal perform- 
ers, his male friends, after lifteniog for fome time with great apparent 
attention, fuddenly ftarted up, and, feizing their weapons, went off 
in a moft favage humour, determined on revenge. Knowing pretty 
well where to meet with Cole-be, they beat him very feverely, but 
would not kill him ; referring that gratification of their revenge until 
the fate of their companion fliould be decided. On the following night, 
they, attacked a relation of Cole be’s, whom they beat about the head 
with fuch cruelty that his recovery was very doubtful. As their ven- 
geance extends to all the family and relations of a culprit, what a 
misfortune it rauft be to be conneded with a man of a choleric dif- 
pofndon 1 

Ye-ra-ni-be was buried the day after his deceafe by the fide of the 
public road. He was placed by his friends upon a large piece of 
bark, and laid in a grave, which was formed after our manner (only 
not fo deep) ; they feeming in this tnftance to be defirous of imitating 
the cuftom of their white friends. Ben-nil-long aflifted at the cere- 
mony, placing the head of the corpfe (by which he ftuck a beauttfut 
war-ra-taw), and covering the body with the blanket on which he died. 
Being fupplied with fome Ipades, the earth was tbro-wn in by the by- 
ftanders ; during which, and indeed throughout the whole of the ce- 
remony. 
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remony, the women howled and cried exceilively ; but thia was the 
efFe£l of the violent gufts of paffion into which the men every moment 
threw themfelves. At this time many fpears were thrown, and fome 
blows were inflidbed with clubs ; but all feemed determined on the 
death of Cole-be ; for the man whofe life he had in fo cowardly a 
manner taken away was much beloved by his countrymen. 

Cole* be, finding that he mull either fubmit to the trial ufual on 
fuch occafions, or live in the continual apprehenfion of being taken 
off by a midnight murder and a fingle hand, determined to come 
forward, and fuffer the bufmefs to be decided one way or the other. 
Having fignified his refolution, a day was appointed, and he repaired 
armed to the place of rendezvous. The rage and violence fliewn by 
the friends of the deceafed were indeferibabie ; and Cole-be would cer- 
tainly have expiated his offence with his life, but for the interference 
of feveral of the military. Although adive, and extremely dextrous in 
the ufe of the fhield, he was overpowered, and, falling beneath their 
fpears, would certainly have been killed on the fpot } but feveral fol- 
diers rufhed in, and prevented their putting him to death where he 
lay, by bearing him off to the barracks. 

Ben-nil-long was prefent at this meeting ; but, it was fiippofed, 
without intending to take any part in it either way. The atrocity of 
his friend’s conduA had been fuch, that he could not openly efpoufe 
his quarrel ; perhaps he had no ilomach to the fight ; and certainly, 
if he could avoid it, he would not, by appearing againft him, add to 
the number of his enemies. He was armed, however, and unencum- 
bered with clothing of any kind, and remained a lUent ^edator of 
the tumultuous feene, until the moment when the ifoldisrs rufhed in 
to fave the life of Cole-be. HU condud here beeame aaexplicable. 
On a fuddan, he chofe to be in a rage at fbmeditag <er other, and 
threw a i^>ear among the foldiera, which dreadfuUy took«&d on one 
of thenO], entering at his back, and coming out at hU bdhy olefe tt> 
the navel. For this he W4Mdd inftamlf ’have been hilled oa the i^, 
had 'DOt the provofbcmarfhal iroteeferad ood tikes sway, bo^ig 
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with the moft favage rage ; for he had received a blow on the head 
with the butt end of a mufquet. 

It became necefTary to confine him during the night, as well to 
prevent the miichief with which he threatened the white people, as to 
i'ave him from the anger of the military ; and on the following morn- 
ing he quitted the town. 

This man, inftead of making himfelf ufeful, or (hewing the leaft 
gratitude for the numberlefs favours that he had received, had become 
a moft infolent and troublefome favage. As it was impollible fome- 
times to avoid cenfuring him for his condud, he had been known to 
walk about armed, and heard to declare that it was for the exprefs 
purpofe of fpearing the Governor whenever he faw him. This laft 
outrage of bis had rendered him more hateful than any of his coun- 
trymen ; and, as the natives, who had fo conftantly refided and received 
fo many comforts in the fettlement, were now afraid to appear in the 
town, believing that, like themfelves, thofe whom he had offended 
would punKh all for the mlfcondud of one, it might rather be ex- 
pected that Ben-nil-long could not be far from meeting that punifh- 
ment which he certainly provoked and merited. 

There were at this time in the town of Sydney three fchools for 
the education of children ; and on the breaking-up for the Chriftmas 
holidays the Governor was gratified with the fight of 102 clean and 
decently-drelTed children, who came with their feveral mafters and 
miftreffes, and paid their refpeifts to his Excellency, who examined 
the progrefs of the elder fcholars. 

One moment’s reflection on the vices that prevailed in the colony 
will be fufiicient to excite a wifh, that fome inftitution could have 
been devifed for feparating the greater part of thefe (at prefent, inno- 
dent) members of the community from their vicious parfents, where 
they .could have been educated at the public expence, their propen-' 
firies to evil corrected, and that turn given to their attainments which 
fhould fecure them a ftock of ufeful knowledge. An arrangement of 
this nature was every day becoming more neceflfary ; there being not 
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lefs than 300 young people already in the town of Sydneyi very few 
of whom had been born in England. 

The commander of the wrecked Ihip Sydney.-CoYe, having folU 
cited the Governor to fpare him the Colonial fchooner for the pur- 
pofe of vifiting the wreck of his Ihip, and the fix men whom he had 
left upon the iflnnd in charge of what had been landed ; though he 
could vci y ill part wiA the fervices of the vcflel, yet, in confideration 
of the melancholy ftate of the people, and the chance that there might 
be of faving fomething for the benefit of the underwriters, his Ex- 
cellency confented, and flic failed the latter end of December, with 
Captain Hamilton, to the fouthward. * 

The weather was now becoming exceedingly hot j and as, at that 
fcafon of the year, the heat of the fun was fo intenfe that every fub- 
llance became a combuftible, and a fingle fpark, if expofed to the air, 
in a moment became a flame, much evil was to be dreaded from fire. 
On the caft fide of the town of Sydney, a fire, the cfFed of into.xi- 
cation or carcleflTncfs, broke out among the convids* houfes, when 
three of them were quickly deftroyed ; and three miles from the 
town another houfe was burnt by fome runaway wretches, who, being 
difplcafed with the owner, took this diabolical method of Ihewing, their 
ill-will. 

The public labour of the month at Sydney comprifed the covering 
of the new ftore-houfe ; finifliing the church-tower ; conftruding 
another wind- mill ; completing the barracks of the afliftant-furgeons, 
with neceflary ofiices ; digging the foundation of a houfe for the maf- 
ter boat-builder ; and taking down one of the old marine barracks, 
on the feite of which the Governor propofed to ered a granary. 

At Parramatta and Toongabbe, the wheat was nearly all got in and 
fecured. At the latter of tbefe places, a capital barn bad been creded 
for its reception, 90 feet in length, with a complete floor, on which 
eight or nine pairs of thralhers could be employed without incon- 
venience. 

3K 
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' In order to mark the annual increafe*, it may be proper to infert in 
this place an account of the live-ftock, and land in cultivation, at the 
clofe of the year 1797, belonging to Government, to the civil and 
military officers, to fettlers, and others. 


Live Stock, 


Horfes, 

26 

Mares, . - - - - 

' 58 

Bulls and Oxen, - - - 

132 

Cows, - - - - 

195 

Hogs, - - - 

4247 

Sheep, - - - - 

2457 

Goats, male, - - - 

781 

Ditto, female, - - - 

H9S 

Land in Cultivation. 


Acres in Wheat, 


Acres for Maize, 

1527 

Acres in Barley, 

26f 


In addition to thefe, a confidcrable quantity of garden- ground was 
in potatoes, callevances, and vines. 


January 1 798.— The Irifh prifoners who had arrived in the laft fhips 
from that country had about this period become fo turbulent and refrac- 
tory, and fo diffatisfied with their fituatton, that, without the moft rigid 
and fevere treatment, it was impolGble to derive from them any labour 
whatever. In addition to their natural vicious propenfities, they con- 
ceived an opinion that there was a colony of white people, which had 
been difcovered, fituated to the S. W. of Sydney, from which it was 
diftant between three and four hundred miles ; and where they 
were aflured of finding all the comforts of life, without the neceflity 
of labouring for them. In confequence of this extraordinary rumour, 

•* See the account of the year 1796 in p. 33 1 j where, for Mara 57, read Maxts and 57. 
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a plan had been formed, by fome of thefe deluded people, of efcapiiig 
from their, then refidence to this ideal one. The Governor, however, 
having received early information of the intentions of this party, fent 
a magiftrate to them, defiring that he would expofe the folly of their 
plan ; but if, as was fufpe£led, they fliould prove deaf to real'on, and 
refufe to be convinced, he was to propofe that any four whom they 
would feled from their number, and whom they might think capable 
of travelling over fteep and rocky mountains, through thick and ex- 
tenfive woods, and fording deep and rapid ftrearns, (hould be fur- 
niilied with as much provifions as each could carry ; and further, for 
the protection of their lives during the journey, three other men, ac- 
cuftomed to the woods, and well acquainted with the favages of the 
mountains, fhould be ordered to attend them as far as they fhould find 
themfclves able to proceed, or until a conviction of the impoifibility 
of fuccefs in their mad attempt ihould induce them to return. The 
Governor, finding that they perfifted in their intention offeeking this 
New World, directed a party of confiables to way-lay and fecure as 
many of tliem as they were able; which was effected, and fixteen were 
put into confinement. On fpeaking to them the following day, they 
appeared to be totally ignorant whither they were going; but, ob- 
ferving in them as much obflinacy as ignorance, his Excellency juftly 
thought that he could not ufe an argument more likely to convince 
them of their mifeondufl:, than by ordering a fevere corporal punifii- 
ment to be inflicted on thofc who appeared to be the principals in 
the bufinefs ; and accordingly feven of them received each two 
hundred laflies. 

Being, on further confideration of the neceflity of ehecking this 
fpirit of emigration, determined to convince them, by their own ex- 
perience, of the danger and difficulties which attended it, the Go- 
vernor caufed four of the ftrongeft and hardiefl: among them to be 
chofen by themfelvcs, and properly prepared for a journey of difeo- 
very. They were to be accompanied by three men, upon whom his 
Excellency could depend, and who were to lead them back, whenfa- 
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tigned and exhaufted with their journej, over the very worft and 
inoft dangerous part of the country. This plan was no fooner fettled, 
than it was difcovered that a party of thefe mifcreants had concerted 
with the four deputies to meet them at a certain place, where they 
were to murder the perfons intended to be their guides, poflefs them- 
felves of their arms and provifions, and then purfue their own route. 
This diabolical fcheme was counteradled by the addition of four fol- 
diers to the guides j and on the I4lh they fet off from Parramatta. 

On the 34.th the foldiers returned with three of the deputies, who, 
having gained the foot of the firft mountains, were fo completely fick 
of their journey, and the profpeiJ: before them, that they requefted 
to return with the foldiers ; one man only exprefled a refolution to 
perfevere, and penetrate further into the country, and was left with 
the guides for that purpe^e. 

The hiftory of thefe people might well be fuppofed to end here 5 
but their reftlefs difpofitions were not calculated to remain long in 
peace. 

It will be feen by recurring to the month of October, that a boat 
had been carried off in the night by fome people who were fuppofed 
to have taken her out to fea, where, from the weaknefs of the boat, 
they muft have perifhed j but they were now, contrary to all expec- 
tation, heard of again. A fettler who kept a boat gave information that 
{he had been boarded in the night ofFMullet Ifland by thefe very peo- 
ple ; and that one of them, having againft his inclination been concern- 
ed in the robbery, had left them and returned to the fettlement. From 
this man the following particulars were obtained. Having effeded the 
capture, they proceeded to the fouthward, with an intention of reach- 
ing the wreck of the Ihip Sydney-Cove. For their guide, they had 
a pocket compafs, of which fcarcely one man of the fourteen who com- 
pofed the party knew the ufe. In this boat they were twice thrown 
on (bore, and at laft reached an ifland, where, had they not fortu- 
nately found many birds and feals, they muft inevitably have pe- 
rifhed. 
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From the inconceivable hardfhipa which they underwent, they 
would, to a man, have gladly returned, could they have hoped that 
their punilhment would have been any thing fhort of death. Finding 
it impofllble for fuch a number of difeontented beings to continue of 
one mind, or be able to procure food in their mifcrable (ituation for 
fo many, they judged it neceflary, from a motive of ielf-prefervation, 
that one half flmuld deceive the other half; and while they were afleep, 
thole who were prepared took away the boat, leaving their feven 
wretched and unlidpeding companions upon the deiblate ifland, the 
filuation of which this man could not dclcribe fo. as to enable the Go- 
vernor at any time to find it. Their number now being reduced to 
feven, and thinking themfelves in danger fo near the fettlement, they 
had been lurking for Ibme time about Broken Bay, with a view of 
capturing a better boat loaded with grain from the Hawkefbury ; and 
this they effeded by taking that which we have mentioned, and after- 
wards a fnall one, containing upwards of fifty bufhels of wheat. 
After putting their prifoners into the fmaller boat, they in the large 
one ftood off to the northward ; where it was very probable they 
would lofe their boat, fhe being of fuch a fize, that if they (hould get 
on thore by any accident, they would not be able to launch her again,^ 
and mufi finally perilh. 

Here we find extreme ignorance, accompanied by great cunning, 
producing cruelty ; for nothing lefs can be faid of their abandoning 
the mifcrable uninformed companions of their crime. Self-prefcr- 
vation was their plea ; but was there not a method within their reach, 
which might have pieferved the whole ? Might they not have returned 
to Sydney, and thrown themfelves upon that mercy which they had lo 
often (een exercifed toward offenders. Even had no fuch examples, 
ht'wever, given them room for hope, the pofieffion of one fpark of 
generofity, one ray of manly feeling, would have forbid their dooming 
the wretched companions of their guilt to perifli by the hands of ra- 
vages, or by the more lingering pangs of hunger ; but this is one 

proof 
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proof among myriads, that a mind long inured to crimes hardens 
the heart, and renders it callous to the pleadings of humanity. 

Occafional dtfertions of one or two people at a time had occurred 
from the firft eftablilhinent of the colony ; but the firft Irifli convidls 
that arrived from Ireland in the year 1791 went off in numerous 
bodies, few of whom ever returned. They too were prepoffeffed 
with a notion of the poflibility of penetrating through the woods to 
China, and imparted the fame idea to all their countrymen who came 
after them, engaging them in the fame adl of folly and madnefs. It 
was not then to be wondered at, that Wilibn, who had returned from 
living in the woods, Ihould, among other articles of information, men- 
tion his finding more than fifty fkeletons, which the natives affured 
him had been white men, who had loft their way and perifhed. This 
account was corroborated by different European articles which were 
found, fuch as knives, old ftioes, and other things which were known 
not to belong to the natives. 

On the aoth the Francis returned with. Captain Hamilton from the 
wreck of his ftiip. This gentleman ftated, that of all the articles which 
had been taken on (bore from the veffel, fome fpirits and a fmall 
quantity of coarfe cloth alone had been faved, the remainder having 
been deftroyed by gales of wind and bad weather. The wreck was 
entirely waflied away. Of the fix Lafears who had been left with the 
property, one had died ; the other five were in health, and had lived 
tolerably well, killing upon a neighbouring ifland as many kangooroos 
and birds as they could ufe. Thefe poor fellows had ere^ed a fmoke- 
houfe, and had falted and fmoke-dried as much meat as would ferve 
^ ^(em during the enfuing winter. 

Notwithftanding the fevere trial which Cole-be had been put to for 
the death of Ye ra-ni-be, the friends of that young man had not 
thought it fufticient to atone for his lofs. One of them, Mo-roo-bra, 
in company with other natives, meeting the culprit, made an attack 
upon him, with a determination to put an end to the bufinefs and his 

life 
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life together. Cole-be, after receiving fereral blows on the head, was 
fiippofed to have been difpatched ; but Mo-roo-bra, feeing him revive 
and attempting to rife, returned to firiiflx his favage bulinefs; which 
fo exafperated another native, that in a rage he threw a fpear with all 
his force at Mo-roo-bra, which entered his right fide, juft over the 
hip-bone, and werit inclining downwards quite through the body, 
penetrating the bladder in its paflage. Of this wound he died in about 
an hour. On the fame evening this generous fellow was attacked by 
the friends of the deceafed in the ufual way ; and, as might be 
expeded, defended himlelf with great gallantry, but received two 
wounds. 

Toward the latter end of the month an Irifti convid, who had 
been fome time miffing, was brought in. He had wandered about for 
feveral days in fearch of a road to China, or the colony where no 
labour was required ; but his ftrength failing with his provifions, he 
grew faint, as well as faint-hearted ; and, defpairing of meeting with 
any relief, he had juft fenfe fufficient to reverfe the written inftrudions 
which had been calculated folely to carry him out, direding him to 
keep the fun on a particular part of his body, varying according to 
the time of the day. By this means he reached nearly to the head of 
George’s River, where, to his great joy, he was met by a fettler, who, 
after detaining him at his houfe til! his exhaufted ftrength was reco- 
vered, accompanied him to Sydney. On being queftioned how he 
found his way back, he faid, that a paper compafs which had been 
given him was of no ufe at all at all ; he therefore kept his face toward 
the place where the fun came from ; but if the Lord had not been on 
his ftde, he fliould have been loft ; for he had been two whole daya 
without any food, except a little flour and water.** 

On the firft of February the Francis was again difpatched to the 
wreck of the Sydney-Cove. 

When Ben-nil-long accompanied Governor Phillip to England in 
the year 1792, he left a young wife to deplore hia abfence. The 

manners of favages, in this inftance, were found fomewhat to refem- 
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ptib of FehrUfti^ Jtbd three perfoqA i^hp had 
i'wlllt the thM were fo defirous of difcovering a country wKete 

^ey mig^ Jiire more at theif caijs^ returned, fo much exhaufted with 
fhn fatigp9i they .had with the utmoft difficulty made their way 
tMr .apcpunt, they dir#aioin S. W. 

/Opith# ■\V, about froni Patyajajdm.|^ greater diftance than 

apy Epropeaa bod lp’®us*it, jpith f 

bird (tiupy of whicb.^^1^ had met with), and which on examiiiatioa 
appeared to be a variety of the bird of Paradife. The fize o^^hts C|i^ 
riou8 and handfome bird was that of a common hen ; the colour a 
reddiOi black, the bill long, the legs black and very llrong : the tail,, 
about two feet in length, was formed of feveral feathers, two of which 
were the principal, having the interior fides fcalloped alternately of a 
deeper or lighter sicddilh b^own inclining to orange, ffiading gently 
Into a white nr Clver colour neat the ftein, croffing each other, and 
at the very extremity terminating in a broad, black round fmiffiing. ' 
'Hie difference of colour jn the fcallops did not proceed from any pfe* 
change in the colour itfell^ but from the texture of the fester, 
u^ich was alternately thicker and dinner. The fibres of the 6i4t«f 
fide of the ftcm were narrow and of a lead colour. Two other ,fea* 
thers of equal length, and of a blueiffi or lead colour, lay within thole ; 
very narrow, and having fibres only on one fide of the ftem. Many- 
other feathers of the fame length lay within thofe again, which were 
-of a pale greyilh colour, and of the moil delicate texture, refcmbHn|f ' 
more the Ikeleton of a feather than a perfeft one. The annex^ 
EM'O&aving, from the pencil of a capital artill, will give a 
idmofthis beautiful bird than can be formed from any defcriptlon’"*/ - 

* Since the shove «m '^Iritfeo, the Author hseheeu fhvoiirc^ with the fbyewing more mimtte 
defeription ; , ' 

•• The bdl pf thif bird, which has been denominated MAHtfSA Sovassa, is ftra^ht, baviitg 
the noftrils in the centre of the beak. The bafe of the upper nr.andibk is fumiihed with hairs 
like feathers turning down ; the upper mandible Is at the bafe fomewhat Hfce that of the pigeon, 
"itite ejse i* A dark huxle, with a bare fpace around it- The throat and chin are of a dark rufous 
i(|ielo|Hr.t-ihe leCifTvith the body^i of a duiky grey. The feathers on the: mmp. ai« Inimirr ihin 
ijfltoie of |l)e bbdf j>;&wllBore The cobur of the rin|jn,tTii|hi»fcriaWim>8Miiir if dwh . 

• - . - * 3 ^ ; • rufinil 
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With the ripening of the maize fields, the depredations of the na- 
tives retui'ned. On the 19th, the Governor received a difpatch from 
Parramatta, containing an account, that a man had been murdered by 
them near Toohgabbe, and three others feverely wounded ; a few 
days after, two others were killed in the fame manner. Thefe circum- 
ftances rendered it abfolutely neceflary to fend out numerous well- 
armed parties, and attack them wherever they fhould be met with ; 
for lenity or forbearance had only been followed by repeated ads of 
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rufeni. The legs and claws are large in proportion' to the bird, particularly the claws. The 
•utward toe is conneAed with the middle one as far as the firft joint. The tail is long, and 
conpofcd of three difEtrcnt Ibnt of feathers, of which Obe upper fide it of a dark grey, with 

ferruginous 
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Toward the latter end of the month, Mr.Bafs,the furgeon of the Re- 
liance, returned from an excurfion in an open boat to the fouthward, 
after an abfence of twelve weeks. This gentleman requeued the Go- 
vernor to allow him a boat, and permit him to man her with volun- 
teers from the King’s (hips ; propofmg to go along the coaft, and make 
fuch obfervations as might be in his power. The Governor readily 
confenting, he fet out, as well provided as the fize of his boat would 
allow ; and in her proceeded as far to the fouthward as the latitude 
40* 00', vifiting every opening in the coaft ; but only in one place 
to the fouthward and weft ward of Point Hicks, finding a harbour 
capable of admitting fhips, There was every appearance of an ex- 
tenfive ftrait, or rather an open fea, between the latitudes of 39° and 
40° fouth ; and that Van Diemen’s land confifted (as had been con- 
jedured) of a group of iflands lying off the fouthern coaft of the 
country. 

It appeared from Mr. Bafs’s account, that there was but very little 
good ground to the fouthward. His occafional excurfions into the 
interior, fituated as he found hiinfelf with an open boat, in which he 

could 


ferruginous fpots. The firft Hvo lower feathers, which «re a little curved in two diredtions, 
are, beneath, of a pearly colour, enriched with fevcral crcfcent-fliaped fpaces, of a rich ru&.us 
and black colour. The ktninx are unwebbed, turned round toward the extremity, and oma- 
mented with a black bar, the breadth of an inch, and fi iiigtd at thecud. The lhaft of the fecond, 
which is likewife long, is fringed with long hair-like filaments ; and the third, winch is alfo 
longinnd curved, is plumed on the inner fwJe only, except at the extremity, where there bre a 
few feparated filaments of a dark grey colour. 

“ The female Mainura Superba differs very little from the male, except in the tail, which i’g 
compofed of twelve feathers a little curved and plumed, having the upper fide dark rufous and 
grey, and the under of a pearly colour. 

“ The following curious particul irs of tliefe birds were obferved by perfoiis rcfidcnt in the 
country, and who were cye-witnc/Tcs to what is here told 

«• They frequent retired and iiiaccelBble parts of the interior ; have been feen to run remark- 
ably fall I but their tails are fo cumbrous that they cannot fly in a dired line. They fing for 
two hours in the morning, beginning from the time when they quit the valley, until they .ittaiu 
the fummit of the hill j where they ferape together a fmall hillock, on which they (land, with 
their tail fpread over them, imitating fucceflively the note of every bird known in tlie country- 
They thru icturn to the valley.” 
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could carry but a fmall ftock of provifions, could not be very exten- 
five ; he, however, went far enough to difcover that there was but 
little good land near the fea ; but, had it even been fuperior to thofe 
parts which were known, the want of harbours, even for fmall vef- 
fels, would leflen its value much. He regretted that he had not been 
poflefled of a better veflcl, which would have enabled him to circum- 
navigate Van Diemen’s land. On his return, he picked up, on an 
ifland near the coaft, the feven men who, it may be remembered, 
were a part of thofe that had carried off a fettler’s boat, and had been 
left by their companions. Being utterly incapable of taking them 
into his boat, he put them upon the main land, after furnilhing them 
with what was ncceffary for their fupport. Two, who were ill, he 
took into his boat, and left the other five to begin their march of four 
hundred miles to Port Jackfon. They were nearly naked, and alrnoll 
llarved, and muft have inevitably perilhedhad not Mr. Bafs difeovered 
them. 

Wifliing to obtain further information refpeding a falt-hill, feen 
by the guides in their late cxcurfion with the Irifh convids, the Go- 
vernor had fent a trufiy perfon thither. At his return he produced 
fome fpecimens of various veins of fait which he fell in with in dif- 
ferent places, of ten and twelve feet in depth. He reported that he 
found the country every where interfered with narrow, but deep and 
rapid branches of frefh water rivers, over fome of which he was ob- 
liged to fwim j others he was able to ford. 

Having been direded to feek for the wild cattle, he found them 
about fix miles from the place where they had ufually been found ; , 
the herd was much more numerotis than any that had hitherto been i 
feen, amounting to at leaft 170, befides feveral llragglers. It was a- 
fatisfaflion 10 know that they were perfedlly fafe. 

The men who, in the beginning of January, had boarded and car- 
ried off a boat, were heard of in the latter end of March, when a . 
report was fpread that a piratical boat was infefting the harbour of 
Broken Bay, and the Hawkefbury ; and the following day a letter, 
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fignctl by thefe men, was received by the Governor, in which they 
profefled to repent of their former condudl, and implored forgivenefs. 
They faid that they had been wrecked, and with difficulty got on 
fhore, faving as much of the remains of their boat as enabled them to 
build a fmaller one, in which they had returned, to furrender them- 
felves to jullice ; pretending to have had their eyes opened to the 
danger with which attempts at defertion from the colony muft ever 
be attended, and promifing to convince the minds of their ignorant 
countrymen that every fuch attempt muft be followed by inevitable 
ruin. The language of this letter was far above the capacity of any 
of the party ; the truth was, they had propofed to live by piracy ; 
but after the lofs of their boat, being no longer able to procure provi- 
fions, and in danger of being taken, they determined on giving them- 
felves up as the fafeft courfe they had left. 

They were armed with five mufqucts ; and certainly had the will, 
as well as the ability, to do a great deal of mifehief. They were 
placed in confinement, and charges preferred againft them for piracy, 
which was abfolutely neceflary ; as the fuffering of fuch offences to 
pafs with impunity would have been prod u dive of the greateft evil. 

Sixteen months having elapfed fince either provifions or ftores had 
been received, arrivals from England began to be rather anxioufly ex- 
peded. Public works went on flowly ; tlie fervants of Government 
being but few in proportion to the labour to be performed by them, 
and all kinds of implements bad in quality, and fcarce. 

There had been very little^ intermiffion of rain, thunder, and light- 
ning, during the whole of this month. 

April opened with a neceflary ad of juftice. Five men were ca- 
pitally convided, before the court of criminal judicature, of feizing 
boats with an intent to efcape from the colony. One man was ca- 
pitally convided of a robbery; three were tranfported to Norfolk Iflaud, 
and one was adjudged to corporal punifhment. 

Two of the five condemned for feizing the boats fuflfered death at 
Sydney, after a week’s preparation for that awful moment. Their 

companions 
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companions were refpitcd at the place of execution. Thefe unfortu- 
nate people were both extremely penitent, confeflTed the juftice of their 
fentence, and acknowledged how much mifchief they had done, and 
how much more they meditated, had they not been overtaken by 
juftice. 

The fcttlers, although certainly undeferving of the attention which 
they met with from the Governor, were conftantly laying their com- 
plaints before him ; many of thefe either did not exift: at all, or were 
of a moft trivial nature : one of the number, however, called for his 
ferious attention. It originated in the unbounded rage for traffic that 
pervaded nearly the whole fettlement. The delivery of grain into the 
public ftorehoufes, when open for that purpofe, was lo completely 
monopolized, that the fettlers had but few opportunities of getting the 
full value for their crops. A few words will place this iniquitous com- 
bination in its proper light. The fettler found himfelf thruft out 
from the granary, by a man whofe greater opulence created greater 
influence. He was then driven by his neceffities to dil’pofe of his 
grain for lefs than half its value. To whom did he difpofe of it ? to 
the very man whofe greater opulence enabled him to purchafe if, and 
whofe greater influence could get it received into the public ftore ! 
Order after order had been iffiied on this very fubjedl, the ftore- 
keepers being moft pointedly directed to give the preference to the 
man whofe grain was the produce of his own labour; and if any 
favour were (hewn, to let it be to the poor but induftrious fettler. But 
thefe necelfary and humane diredions had been too often fraftrated 
by circumftances which were carefully kept from the knowledge of 
the Governor; it was, however, proved to him, that on occafion of- 
the ftore at the Hawkeft)ury being opened for the reception of 1500 
bulhels of wheat, the whole was engrofled by two or three of thefe 
opulent traders, to the exclufion and injury of others, and of the 
petty farmers in general. The ftore-keeper was not difmiflTed, becaufe 
a better might not have been found ; but the Governor directed, that 
half the quantity of wheat thus partially and improperly put in (houJd 
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be taken away, and room made for the accommodation of the 
fettlers. 

A report prevailed among the labouring people, particularly the 
Irifli, who were always foreinoft in every mifclnef and difeontent, 
that an old woman had prophefied the arrival of feveral French fri- 
gates, or larger fliips of war, who were, after deftroying the fettle- 
ment, to liberate and take off the whole of the convi6ts. The rapi- 
dity with which this ridiculous tale was circulated Is incredible ; and 
the efied fuch as might be expeded. One refradory fellow, while 
working in a numerous gang at Toongabbe, threw down his hoe, 
advanced before the reft, and gave three cheers for liberty. This for 
a while feemed well received j but the bufincfs was rather unpleafuntly 
interrupted, by the advocate for liberty being feized by order of a ma- 
gi ftrate, tied up, and treated with a fevere flogging. The prophe- 
tefs, a poor old Scotch woman, took an early opportunity of excul- 
pating herfelf to the Governor, whom flie allured of her innocence ; 
protefting that all the foundation for the accufation againft her was, 
her having related a dream that flie had had, of fliips having ar- 
rived. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. ^ 

THE NAUTILUS ARRIVES FROM OTAHEITE. MISSIONARIES. — THE BARWtLT, 

ARRIVES. — A JUD02 ADVOCATE SENT OUT. — NATIVES, — GROUND FIXED 
ON FOR THE MISSIONARIES — THE HUNTER ARRIVES FROM BENGAL. — 

REGULATIONS. THE COMMANDER OF THE SVDNEY-COVE DIES. — THREE 

SOUTHERN WHALERS ARRIVE, AND AN AMERICAN FROM THE ISLE OP 

FRANCE. A TRANSPORT WITH FEMALE CONVICTS ARRIVES FROM ENG- 

I.AND. — NATIVES. — AN EXTRAORDINARY CUSTOM AMONG THEM. THE 

BARWELL SAILS. — THE SEMIRAMIS ARRIVES FROM RHODE ISLAND. — THE 
CHURCH AT SYDNEY BURNT.— -REFLECTIONS. — SOME VESSELS SAIL; THE 
NAUTILUS AND NORFOLK FOR VAN DIEMEn’s LAND. — ANOTHER FIRE IN 
THE TOWN— A SHIP ARRIVES FROM THE CAPE WITH CATTLE. — BEN-NIL- 
l.ONG. — THE governor’s STEWARD DESTROYS HIMSELF. — ST ATE OF THE 

HARVEST. THE FRANCIS RETURNS.-— A BATTERY. — RETURN OF STOCK 

AND CULTIVATED LAND. — UNRULY BEHAVIOUR OF THE IRISH. — THE 
NORFOLK SLOOP RETURNS FROM VAN DIEMEN’s LAND.— -PARTICULARS,— 
CURIOUS PETRIFACTIONS. — THE WOM-BAT DESCRIBED. 

/^N the 14th, a finaJl brig, the Nautilus, arrived from Otaheite in 
very great diftrefs, being leaky and worn out. In her came fe- 
veral of the Miflionaries who had been fent thither from England for 
the purpofe of propagating the Chriftian religion ; but who, not feel- 
ing themfelves on a comfortable footing with the natives of that iJland, 
had eagerly embraced the opportunity of quitting it with their families, 
to the number of nineteen, who embarked in this little veflel. Her fize 
not admitting of her receiving any more, fix or feven were of neceffity 
left behind, whofe fate was certainly very precarious. Thofe who 
had arrived were treated by the colonifts with every attention, and 
every poflible relief adminiftered to their diftrefles. 


The 
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The expe<^led fignal for a veflel was at length madci and on* ihc 
1 8th the fliip Barvvell arrived from England, with male convicts, 
and forne (lores and provifions. Having touched at the Gape of Good 
Hope, ihe there heard of the lofs of the Lady Shore tranfport in her 
palTage to Port Jackfbn, having on board about 60 convicts, three 
only of whom were males, and a large affortment of all kinds of ftores, 
which had been fo long and fo greatly wanted. There was allb a 
complete company of recruits for the New South Wales corps on 
board, to whom was owing the lofs of the (hip ; for, after murdering 
the commander, and his firft mate, they took poflenion of the (hip, 
and carried her into Rio de la Plata, where £he was delivered up to 
the Spaniards. This fliip, befides the public (lores, had a great deal 
of private property ou board, and was a ferrous lofs to the colony. 

In the Barwcll arrived a judge- advocate, in the room of Captain 
Collins, who had refigned that fituation. 

Toward the latter end of the month, the fettlers at the northern farms 
M'ere much annoyed by the natives, who came down in a body, and 
burnt feveral houles. This was not the only misfortune that attended 
the farmers at this time, as much rnifehief occurred from a violent 
fquall of wnnd, atteuded with a (liower of hail-flones, many of which 
meafured fix inches in circumference, and appeared to he an accumu- 
lation of fraaller hail-(lones, which had adhered together, by the in- 
tenfity of the cold in the higher region of the air, until they became 
of the above fize. Much rain fell, during the month. 

The 4th of June was, as ufual, obferved with all the refpciJl and 
attention fo peculiarly its due; and 00 the 6th the Governor went up 
to Parramatta, in order to travel into the northern diftridl in fearch of 
a proper place for fettling, as farmers, fnch of the miflionaries lately 
arrived from Otaheite, as were difpofed to continue in the fettlemcnt. 
He alfo propofed to fix there fome free (ettlers who had been fent dut 
by Government, If he (liould find a fulTiciency of good ground. On 
a minute examination of the country, he had every reafon to pro- 
nounce it fuperior to any that lad yet been feen, and in quantity equal 
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to the eftablilhment of feveral families. The land was not only good 
and well watered, but every where eafily cleared, and at the conve- 
nient dillance of five or fix miles from Parramatta. Being fatlslied 
with the fituation, he recommended it to the milfionaries j but the 
moft of them declined it. To the few who confented, a proportion 
of tools, grain, and fuch afllftance as could be fpared, was given. 

The houfe of Campbell and Clarke, at Calcutta, not difeouraged by 
the fate of their unfortunate (hip, the Sydney-Cove (of which they 
were the proprietors), fitted out another, a fnow, which, 'in compli- 
ment to the Governor, they named the liunter, and fent her down 
with an affortment of India goods, and a few cows and horfes. She 
arrived on the loth of the month ; when the Governor, to crufh as 
much aspo/nble the Ipirif of monopoly which had fo long fubfifted, 
gave public notice, that no part of the cargo fhould be difpofed of, 
until the fettlers in the different diftricls had dated to him what Aims 
of money they could feverally raife ; which, it was to be underftood, 
muft be in government notes then in their pofTefiion, and not thofe 
which they might purchafe upon the ftrength of their crops. 

It was alfo ordered, that no boat or perfon (except the pilot-boat, 
or fuch other as might be fent with an officer to bring on fhore the 
public difpatches) fhould attempt to board any fhip arriving in the 
harbour, until (he fhould be properly fecured in the Cove, and the 
mafter had been with the Governor and received the port-orders. 

Captain Hamilton, the commander of the Sydney-Cove, furvived 
the arrival of the Hunter hut a few days. He never recovered from 
the didreifes and hardfhips which he fufiered on the lofs of his ffiip, 
and died exceedingly regretted by all who had the pleafure of his 
acquaintance. 

The month of July opened with the arrival of the Cornwall, fouth- 
ern whaler,^ the mader of which informed the Governor, that fome 
Spanifh ctuifers having appeared off Cape Horn, the whalers of the 
fouthern fiffiery were directed to pafs into thefe feas during the war. 

The 
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The Cornwall was followed by two others, the Eliza fropa the Cape 
of Good Hope, and the Sally. 

This circumftance was likely to be attended with fome advantages 
to the fettlemcnt. The whale-fiihing on the coaft would be efie^ually 
tried, and the pofition of Ihoals, or the exigence of harbours or rivers, 
alcertained. 

Having in a few days refitted their {hips, the three whalers failed 
upon their fifhing voyages. 

Previous to their departure, the Argo, a fmall American fchooner, 
arrived, laft from the Ifle of France, having on board a cargo of fait 
provifions, fome French brandy, and other articles, upon fpeculation ; 
and on the i8th arrived the Britannia whaler from England, with 94 
female convidls. The cattle that came in the Hunter, and which 
were fold by auftion about the fame time, were not greater obje<^8 of 
conteft than were thefe ladies, the number of women in the fettlements 
bearirig no proportion to the men. 

The weather during July was much colder than common at that 
feafon ; and in the interior part of the country there was a fliarp froft 
every night. 

The Governor wi flying to have that part of the coaft examined in 
which a (Irak was fuppofed to exift (between the latitude of 39® 00^ S. 
and the land hitherto deemed the fouthcrn promontory of New Hol- 
land, and called Van Diemen’s land), refolved on fending Lieutenant 
Flinders and Mr. Bafs, of the Reliance, on that fervice, in the Nor- 
folk (a fmall decked boat which had lately been fent from Norfolk 
Illand> ; and gave orders for her being properly fitted for the voyage. 

Early in Auguft a battle took place among the natives, in which 
Ben-nii-long was very dangeroufly wounded. 

From the knowledge that was daily gained of the inhuman habits 
and cuftoms of thefe people, their being fo thinly fcattered through 
the country ceafed to be matter of furprife. It was conftantly feen, 
that from fome trifling caufe or other they were continually living in 
a ftate of wapfare ; to this muft be added their brutal treatment of their 
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women, who arc themfelves equally deftrudlivc to the mcafure of po^ 
pnlation, by the horrid and cruel cuflom of endeavouring to caufe 
mVcarriage ; this their female acquaintance effed by prelfing the 
body in fuch a way, as to deftroy the infant in the womb ; which 
violence not unfrequently occafions the death of the unnatural mother 
alfo. To this they have recourfe, to avoid the trouble of carrying 
tl^f, infant when born, which, when it is very young, or at the breaft,. 
is the duty of the woman. The operation for this deftrudkive pu.rpofe 
is termed mec-bra. The burying an infant (when at the breaft) with 
the mother, if (he (hould die, is another (hocking caufe of the thinnefs 
of population among them. 

A fecond battle among the natives was fought during the month, 
in which three were killed, and feveral wounded ; among the latter 
was Ben-nil-long, who had but juft recovered from his former wound. 

The weather in July had been remarkably cold : in Auguft it w’as 
as remarkably fultry, and the wind high, which fet many parts of 
the country on fire, and deftroyed feme property. The furveyor- 
general’s houfe, with every article in it, was confumed. 

On the 17th the Barwcll failed for China. By her the Governor 
addrefted a letter to the Governor-general of India ; informing, his 
lordihip, tliat having (ranfmitted to the Secretary of State copies of the 
letters upon the fubje< 3 : of railing recruits in Port Jackfon for the army 
in India^ which had been received in the year 179.6, by the oflicers 
who were lent from Calcutta ; it was the opiiuon of bis Majefty’s 
minifters,. that the inconveniencles attending fuch a meafure would 
more than counter-balance the advantages of it, and that permiflion 
for that purpofe could not therefore be granted. 

Another adventurer entered the port on the ift of Odober, viz. 
the Semiramis, from Rhode Idand, bound to China. She made her 
palTage in three months and nine days. 

On the evening of the fame day the church on the eaft fide of the 
Cove was difeovered to be on fire, and every effort to fave it proved, 
inefiedual i for the building being covered with thatch, which was 
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at the time exceedingly dry and combuftible, it was completely con- 
fumed in one hour. This was a great lofs ; for during the working 
days of the week the building was ufed as a {cbool, in which from 
150 to 200 children were educated, under the immediate infpedlion 
of Mr. Johnfon, the clergyman. As this building ftood alone, and 
no perfon was fuffered to remain in it after the fchool hours, there 
was not a doubt but the atrocious ail was the effeil of defign, and had- 
been perpetrated in confequence of an order enforcing attendance on 
divine fervice, and with a view of rendering the faljbath a day of as 
little decency and fobriety as any other in the week. The workers 
of the mifehief were, however, dlfappointed ; for the Governot?,, 
highly irritated at fuch a lhameful a£t, fuffered not a fingle Sunday to. 
be loft, having ordered a new ftore-houfe, which was juft finilhed, 
to be fitted up as a church. 

On the 7th the two Americans failed for ChinA ; and at the fame 
time the Nautilus brig and Norfolk long-boat failed for Van Diemen’s 
land. The Nautilus was to try, during that feafon, what the fcal- 
lifhing among the illands to the fouthward might produce. In the 
Norfolk were Lieutenant Flinders and Mr. Bafs, who were inftru£led 
to examine the exiftence of the ftrait fuppofed to divide Van Diemen’s 
land from the continent. 

The rage for trade occafioned fuch a continued feene of contention- 
and litigation among the people, that much inconvenience was ex- 
perienced, in the liberties which were taken of imprifoning the public 
fervants of the crown for debts contracted with many of the petty 
dealers ; notwithftanding an order which had been given out in the 
year 1788, by the late Governor Phillip, in which the colony was 
informed, that the conviCts had no property of their own, their clo- 
thing, their time, and their labour, being the property of Govern- 
ment, dif^ This order having out 

ef their rccolleftion, it became neceflary to renew it. Notice was 
therefore given, that the public fervants of the crown were not to be 
detained from their duty, by imprifonment for debt ; and if any perfon 

fhould 
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ihould be delirous of accommodating them with credit, it mull be 
wholly and abfolutely upon the ftrength of their own good faith in 
the integrity of fuch people, and not under the idea that they could 
arreft and Imprifon them according to the forms of law j and it was to 
be generally underftood, that Government would by no means dif- 
penfe with the labour of its fervarits for the accommodation of any 
private dealings whatever. 

On the evening of the i ith, another fire happened in Sydney. A 
row of buildings, which had been erefted for the nurfes, and other per- 
fons employed about the hofpital, was fet on fire and totally confumed. 

Tow'ard the latter end of the month the Governor vilited the fet- 
tiers at the Hawkefbury, and made fome ufeful regulations in the 
prices of labour. He found the farms promifing plenty. The annexed 
Engraving reprefents the farm of Baker, the fuperintendant. 
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On the 27th the Marquis Cornwallis arrived from the Cape of Good 
Hope, with a cargo of cattle on Government’s account, confiding of 
158 cows and 20 bulls. 

Indead of living peaceably and pleafantly at the Governor’s houfe, 
as he certainly always might have done, Ben-nil-long preferred the 
rude and dangerous fociecy of his own. countrymen ;A.vifiting the fet- 
tlemeut only when induced by the rccolle£l:ion of the comforts which 
he could no. where elfe obtr^in. Intelligence now reached the town 
that he was again dangeroufly wounded. This man had lately re- 
ceived and recovered of ieveral. wounds, any of which would have 
been fufficient to have deilroyed a European. But tliefe people, in 
general, owed their exillence more to their good habit of body (living 
free from the ufe of fpirituous liquors and the luxuries of the table) 
than to any other caufe. Unlefs this be admitted, it will be difficult 
to account for their furviving the defperate wounds which they had 
been often known to receive. 

We annex a Portrait of Bek-nii.-i.ong in his European drel«* 
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An inllance of the fatal cffeds of mlfguided condu(f^, and a too late 
'fenfe of crin^inality, occurred about this time in the tragical end of 
Nathaniel Franklyn, the Governor’s fteward. This man, whom he 
had brought from England, had the whole care and management of 
his Excellency’s domeftic concerns intrufted to him. He had been re- 
peatedly cautioned by his mafter againft the many artful and defigning 
acquaintances which he had formed in the town ; it was proved, how- 
ever, that he had not poffefled fortitude enough to withftand their feli- 
citations, but had confeuted to rob the Governor to a very confiderable 
amount, abufing the unlimited confidence which had been placed in 
liim, and making ufe of his name in a moft iniquitous manner. Of 
the infamy of i>is condudl he was at laft fatally fenfible ; and, retiring 
into a fliriibbery in the garden of his injured mailer’s hojfe, (hot 
himfelf through the head. 

The harveft, which was begun in November, was completed early In 
December ; but, owing to a moft tedious and unfortunate drought of 
ten months^ the wheat did not turn out more than one-ihird of what 
had been expected. 

On the 19th the Francis fehooner arrived from Norfolk Ifland, where 
all were in good health. Lieutenant Shortland, who had received 
direflions to fearch for Sir Charles Middleton ifland and Ihoal, on his 
return produced his journal and a chart of the varioUsS traverfes which 
he had made in quell of the ifland, and compared them with thofe 
made formerly by Lieutenant (now Captain) Ball in his Majefty’s 
armed brig Supply, who had been fent by Governor Phillip exprefsly 
on the lame purfuit. The extcnfive range taken by thofe two officers 
in the fearch, and their not having met with even any indications of 
land near that lituation, left little reafon to believe in the exiftence of 
the ifland. That of the Ihoal wai not fo doubtful, there being much 
reafon to believe that a dangerous bank or Ihoal did fomewhere there- 
abouts exift. 

The Indifpenfable and Britannia whalers, which had been filhing 
on the coaft, returned on the 29th, for the repairing of feme defeats 

and 
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and to refrefli their crews. They had not been more than jo leagues 
from the coaft, and thought themfelves rather fuccefsful for the time 
(only two months) j the one having got 54, and the other 60 tons of 
fpermaceti oil. 

In the early part of the month Fahrenheit’s thermometer at the 
Hawkefbury Hood at 107 in the ihade. Many people were at this 
time much afflided with inflammations of the eyes, attended with ex> 
treme pain j dyfcnteric complaints were alfo very common. 

The feamen belonging to the Supply having completed their half- 
moon battery, part of that fhip’s guns were mounted on it ; and, in 
addition to other public works, fome people had been employed in 
white-wafliing the houfes in the town of Sydney, and repairing fuch 
of the buildings as required it. 

The live ftock, and the ground in cultivation, had been confider- 
ably increafed in the year 1798 j as will be feen by comparing the 
following account of each with the return of the preceding year* 


Live Stock. 


Horfes 

- - 

41- 

Mares 

Ml 

73 

Bulls and oxen 


163 

Cows - 

- 

258 

Hogs 


3867 

Sheep, male 

- 

H59 

Ditto female 

• 

*443 

Goats, male 

- 

787 

Ditto female 

- - - 

1880 

Land in 

CULTIVATION. 

• 

Acres in wheat 

• 

4659 

Acres in maize 


1453 

Acres in barley 

mm , m ' 

■ 57 


3 N 
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The new year (1799) commenced with granting certificates to fuch 
convids as had completed their feveral terms of tranfportation. 
Many of thefe, having been fent out, who had not more than two 
years to ferve after their arrival, proved, by claiming their difcharge, 
a confiderable drawback on field labour, as well in Norfolk Ifland as 
in New South Wales. But this was not the only evil. In this way 
there were let loofe upon the public a number of worthlefs charaders, 
who, not having any means of getting out of the country, became a 
troublefome and dangerous peft, living by mifchief and robbery. 
They alfo confumed a vaft proportion of the provifion which was 
raifed in the colony. Still, as the law had fpent its force againft them, 
there was no denying them the reftoration of their rights as free peo- 
ple. The convids had fuffered much through want of clothing and 
bedding. Indeed, during the late harveft, feveral gangs were feen 
labouring in the fields, as free of clothing of any kind as the favages 
of the country. This had made them infolent and difcontenied j and 
anonymous letters were dropped, threatening what they would do in 
the proper feafon. Some of the Irifli had likewife taken up the idea 
that Ireland had (haken off its connedion with England, and that 
they were no longer to be confidered as convids under the Britilh 
government. This was a moft pernicious idea to be entertained by 
fuch a lawlefs fet of people, and required the ttrong arm of govern- 
ment to eradicate it. 

Agricultural concerns at this time wore a moft unpromifing appear- 
ance. The wheat proved little better than chaff, and the maize was 
burnt up in the ground for want of rain. From the eftablifhment of 
the fettlement, fo much continued drought and fuffocating heat had 
not been experienced ; the country was in flames, the wind northerly 
and parching; and feme fhowers of rain which fell on the 7th were 
of no advantage, being immediately taken up again by the exceflive 
heat of the fun. 

On the lath, Lieutenant Flinders and Mr. Bafs returned from the 
examination of Van Diemen’s Land. As the refult of this little voy- 
age 
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age was the arcertaining of the exigence of a ilrait feparatlng Van 
Diemen*8 Land from the continent of New Holland, it may not be 
improper to enter with fome degree of minutenefs into the particulars 
of it ; and the writer of thefe pages feels much gratification in be- 
ing enabled ta do this, from the accurate and pleafing journal of Mr. 
Bafs, with the perufal and nfe of which he was favoured. 

The Norfolk, as has been already ftated, failed upon this voyage 
of difcovery about the 7th of Odober 1 798, with Lieutenant Flinders 
and Mr. Bafs, and on the 1 ith anchored in Twofold Bay. Mr. Bafs, 
on examination, found Twofold Bay fituated at the foutbern end of a 
fhort chain of hummocky hills, one part of which is much more con- 
fpicuous than the reft, and lies immediately behind the bay. The 
fand on the weft fide, being a part of this chain of hills, is high and 
rocky. The ihore is divided into fteep clifif heads, with fmall inter- 
mediate beaches ; the one formed by the moft prominent of the ridges, 
the other by the fand thrown up at the foot of their vallies. Behind 
the beaches afe ponds of brackifti water. 

The abruptnefs and fudden rife of the hills, for the moft part, per- 
mit the vegetable earth to be waftied down into the vallies, as faft as 
it is formed. Some of the more gradual ilopes retain a fufticiency 
of it to produce a thick coat of tolerably fucculent grafs; but the foil 
partakes too much of the ftoney quality of the higher parts to be 
capable of cultivation. The dark luxuriant foliage of the vallies points 
out the advantages which they had received from the impoverifbed 
hills. Their foil is rich and deep, but their extent is narrow and ^ 
limited. Both hill and valley produce large timber, and brufti-wood 
of various heights. 

In the S. W. comer of the bay, is a lagoon, or fmall inlet, that 
communicates with the fea, through the beach, at the back of which 
it lies. The chain of hills here runs back to fome little diftance from 
the water, and leaves a few fquare miles of rather good ground, 
through which the inlet was found to take its courfi: in a winding 
dire^lon to the S. W. for fix or eight miles, where it ends in fmall 

3 tt 2 fwamps 
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fwamps and marlhes. Large boats might enter this place at a third 
flood, and proceed to the further part of it. From five to feven hun- 
dred acres of a light fandy foil might be picked out in patches of from 
fifty to a hundred acres each } but on the fide next the mountain 
it foon became fioney, and on that next the lagoon it was wet and 
fait. ^ 

' The country along the back of the bay lies in rounded ftoney hills 
fcarcely fit for paflurage, but covered with timber, and patches of 
fliort brufh. . 

On the fouth fide was another (hallow inlet, larger than that on the 
S. \V. ; but the returning tide did not allow time to proceed to the 
head of it. 

Speaking generally of the land round the bay, it might be faid to be 
much more barren, than productive. 

The moft common timber is a fort of gum-tree, the bark of which, 
along the trunk, is that of the iron bark of Port Jackfon ; and its 
leaf, that of the blue gum-tree ; but its branches toward the head arc 
of a yellow colour, and fmooth. The wood is longer grained, and 
more tough, fplitting eafier and more true, than any other fpecies of 
the gum-tree. 

The natives are, in perfon,‘'fimilar to thofe living about Port Jack- 
fon } but their language was perfectly unintelligible. I'hey ufed ca- 
noes/ of which they feemed very careful ; for on the boat approaching 
a party of them,’ they ha,ftily paddled on fhore, and, taking their ca- 
noes upon their heads, ran off into the woods. This was on Mr. 
Bafs’s firft vifit. They, ‘however, appeared lefs fliy of their vifitors 
on his fccond j and there was reafon to believe that a fueudly inter-t 
courfe might have been eafily eftablifhed with them. 

But very few marks of the kangooroo were feen. Both quadrupeds 
and birds appeared to be lefs numerous here than in other places. A 
few ducks, teal, herons, cranes, and a bird named from its bill the red- 
bill, were found, with Tome fmali flights of curlew and plover of a 
.beautiful feather, upon the lagoons. 
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The rocks coafift of hardened clay, in which are mixed great num- 
bers of fmall ftones, varioufly tinged, fome with red, others with yel- 
low. Small portions of calcareous fpar lie ft ittered about upon the 
I’urface of the rocky ground ; {frata of which are depolited irregularly 
in fifTures formed in the body of the rocks themfelves. 

Leaving Twofold Bay, the floop proceeded to the fouthward ; and 
on the 17th flie made a fmall clufter of»-iflands, in latitude 38" 16', 
which now bears the name of Kent’s Iflands. Thefe are fix or feven 
in number, and of various fizes. Their height is very coniiderable ; 
and they are as irregular in figure as -can well be imagined in land 
whofe hummocks are no one of them more lofty than another. . This 
fmall group appears to be formed of granite, which is iraperfediy 
concealed by long ftraggling dwarfifli brulh, and fome few ftill more 
diminutive trees j and is curfed with a fterility that might fafely hid 
defiance to Chinefe induftry itfelf. Nature is either w'drking very 
flowly with thofe iflands, or has altogether ceafed to work upon them; 
for a more Wild deferted place is not eafily to be met with. * Even 
the birds feemed not to frequent them in their ufual numbers. 

Having palTed Kent’s group. Handing to the fouthward, the next 
morning Furneaux’s Iflands were in fight, and on the following day 
they anchored at Prefervation Ifland, which is one of them. Thefe 
iflands appear to confift of two kinds, perfedfly dilTimilar in figure,’ 
and,, mofl probably, of very unequal ages, but alike in the materials 
of which they are formed. Both kinds are of granite ; but the one is‘ 
low, and rather level, with a fand covered with low bruih and tufted 
grafs ; the other is remarkably high, bold, and rocky, and cut into a 
variety of fingular peaks and knobs : fome little vegetable foil lies 
upon thefe. 

Prefervation Ifland is of a very moderate height. A furface of 
fand, varying in depth, and mixed in different fcanty proportions with 
vegetable foil, fcarcely hides from view the bafe, which is of granite. 
In feveral places, vaft blocks of this ftone lie fcattered about ; as free 

from 
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from vegetation and the injuries of the weather as if they had fallen 
but yefterday : and, what is remarkable, moll of them, probably all, 
are evidently detached from the Hone upon which they reft, fo entirely 
that they might be dragged from the places where they lie, if it were 
thought worth while to apply a power fuflicient to produce fo ufelefs 
an effed. It would feem, then, that thefe loofe blocks have fallen 
from fome place higher iha» that upon which they were found ; but 
that is impofiible, for they are higher than any part of the ihand. 
And '^the fuppofition that the injuries of the air and the rain caufed 
the removal of that part of the granite which might originally have 
been of a correfponding height with thefe remaining blocks, feems 
hardly admiflible in the prefent inftance. Perhaps fubt iraneous or 
volcanic fire may have cauled this curious appearance* 

The vaft bulk of thefe blocks renders them fo confpicuout, that the 
attention is ftrft ftruck with them upon approaching the idand. 
There is on the north fide, where the illand is particularly low and 
narrow, a flip of calcareous earth, which difeovers itfelf near the fur- 
face of the water* It is not, for the moft part, pure ; for broken pieces 
of the granite arc mixed with it in various proportions. Some parts 
are a mere mafs of thefe broken pieces cemented together by the cal- 
careous matter ; whilft others are an almoft perfect chalk, and are 
capable of being burnt into excellent lime. Broken fea-fhells and 
other exuvise of marine animals, are apparent throughout the whole 

•r 

mafs. 

Upon the bead at the toot of this chalky rock, was found a very 
confiderable qaantity of the black metallic particles which appear 
in granite as black fhining fpecks, and are, in all probability, grains 
of tin. 

'X'o find this fmall bed of the remains of fhell animals, of which 
chalk is formed wherever found, in fuch an unexpedled fituatioo, ex- 
cited fome furprife ; and Mr. Bafs endeavoured to inveftigate the caufe 
of thu depofit, by examining the form of the neighbouring parts of 

the 
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the ifland. The refult of his inquiries and conjectures amounted to 
this : that as traces of the fea, and of the effeds of running waters, 
were plainly difcernible in many parts of the ifland, and more par- 
ticularly in the vicinity of this depofit of chalk and granite, it feemed 
highly probable, that it had been formed by two ftreams of the tide ; 
which, when the ifland was yet beneath the furface of the fca, having 
fwept round a large lump of rocks, then met and formed an eddy, 
where every fubftance would fall to the bottom. The lump of rocks 
is now a rocky knoll, which runs tapering from the oppofitc fide of 
the ifland towards the chalk. On each fide of it is a gap, through 
which the two ftreams appear to have pafled. 

The vegetation on the ifland feems brown and ftarved. It confiftg 
of a few ftunted trees, with feveral patches of brufli, clufe fet and al- 
moft impenetrable. 

A finall fpot upon the eaft end of the ifland prelcnted a pheno- 
menon which Teemed not eafily explicable by any known laws of that 
clafs of natural hiftory to which it alone was referable. 

Amidft a patch of naked fand, upon one of the higheft parts of the 
ifland, at not lefs than 100 feet above the level of the Tea, within the 
limits of a few hundred yards fquare, were lying fcattered about a 
number of fliort broken bra ches of old dead tre^s, of from one to 
three inches in diameter, and feemingly of a kind fimilar to the lar^-e 
bruftxwood. Amid thefe broken branches were Teen ill cing p feveral 
white ftoney ftumps, of fizes ranging between the a.jove diameter, 
and in height from a foot to a foot and a half. Their peculiar form, 
together with a number of prongs of their own quality, projeding in 
different diredions from around their bafe^ and entering the ground 
in the manner of roots, prefented themfelves to the mind of an ob- 
ferver with a ftriking refemblance to the ftumps and roots of fmall 
trees. Thefe were extremely brittle, many of them, when taken into 
the hand, breaking with their own weight. 


I 
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On being broken tranfverfely, it was immediately feen that the 
internal j art was divided into interior or central, exterior or cortical. 
T^e exterior part, ,which in difFerent fpecimens occupied various pro- 
portions. of the whole, refembled a fine white and foft grit-ftone ; but 
acids, being applied, fhewed it to be combined with a confiderable 
portion of calcareous matter. The interior or central part was always 
circular ; but was feldoin found of the fame diameter, or of the fame 
compofition, on any two fturnps. In fomc, the calcareous and fandy 
matter had taken fuch entire pofiTcfiion, that every fragment of the 
wood was completely obliterated ; but yet a faint central riirg remained. 
In others, was a centre of chalk, beautifully white, that crumbled 
between the fingers to the fineft powder; fome confided of chalk and 
brown earth, in various quantities, and fome others had detained a 
few frail portions of their woody fibres, the fpaces between which were 
filled up with chalky earth. 

It appeared, that when the people of the Sydney-cove firft landed 
on the ifland, the pieces of dead branches that at the tim'e were lying 
round the flumps, then formed, with them, the ftems and branches 
of dead trees complete. But by the time Mr. Bafs vifited the 
place, the hands of curiofity, and the frolics of an unruly horfe that 
was faved from the wreck, had reduced them to the date already 
deferibed. 

Mr. Bafs had learned, from authority on which he could rely, that 
■when the trees were in a complete date, the diameter of the dead 
wood of the dem that rofe immediately from the doney part, was 
equal to the diameter of that part ; and alfo that a living leaf was 
feen upon the uppermod branches of one of them. But he could 
not afeertain whether the doney part of the dem was of an equal 
height in all the trees. 

To difeover to what depth the petrification had extendedj Mr. Bafs 
fcratched away thefand from the feet of many of the dumps, and 
in no indance found it to have 'proceeded more than three or four 
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inches beneath the furface of the fand, as it then lay ; for at that depth 
the brown and crumbling remains of the root came into viow. There 
were, indeed, parts of the roots which had undergone an alteration 
fimilar to that which had taken place in the ftems: but thefc tended 
to eflabliih the limits of the petrifying power ; for they had felt it 
only either at their (irft outfet from the bottom of the ftem?, or when, 
being obftruded in their progrefs, they had of neceflity arched up- 
wards toward the furface. 

In attempting to account for the caufe that had operated to produce 
this change in the ftrudture of the lower parts of the ftems of thefe 
trees, Mr. Bafs felt the utmoft diffidence. He found that all his 
conjectures, which were beft fupported by exifting faCts, led him to 
place them among petrifactions ; although no ftrid analogy could be 
feen between them and the fubjeCts ufually met with of this kind. 
Admitting them, however, as petrifactions, it is certain that there 
muft once have exifted a pond in which the petrifying water was 
contained ; but the ground in their neighbourhood retained no po- 
fitive traces of any fuch receptacle. There were, indeed, near them, 
fome few lumps or banks confiding of fand, and a little vegetable 
earth which was held together by dead roots of fmall trees, and ele- 
vated above the reft of the ground, to the height of five, fix, or eight 
feet ; but the relative pofition of thefe with each other was fo con- 
fufed and irregular, that nothing but the neceflity of a once exifting 
refervoir could ever lead any one to conjecture that thefe might have 
been parts of its bank. Mr. Bafs, however, rather concluded that this 
muft have been the cafe, and that the remainder of the bank had 
been torn away, and the pond itfelf annihilated by fome violent effort 
of an unknowm power. 

Notwithftanding the narrow limits of the Ifland, abundance of 
fmall kangooroos were found to inhabit its bufhy parts. There were 
footy petrels, likewife, in great abundance. The water of this ifland 
was thought to have been injurious to the health of the people of the 
•Sydney-Cove. It was fuppofed to contain arlenk;, which was highly 

3 « probable, 
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probable, from an cxpcrlnient that was made with the metallic par- 
ticles that were taken to be tin : a large fume of what bore marks of 
arfcnic arofe from the crucible during the time of fmelting it. Water 
Avas at firft very fcarce j but, owing to fome unufual falls of rain, 
feveral little runs and fwamps were found ; and a low piece of ground, 
where the inhai>itants had dcpolited their dead, was now a pond of an. 
excellent quality. 

Although he had feen but few of the low' illands of Furneaux, yet 
Mr. Fafs had not any doubt hut that this account of Prefervation 
Ifland would in general anfw'cr for the defeription of any of them. 

Mr. Bafs’s next landing was on the fouthern end of Cape Barren 
Ifland ; which was indeed barren j but it was, he remarks, very 
Angular, that a place wherein food Teemed to be fo fcarce, fhould yet 
be fo thickly inhabited by the fmall brufli kangooroo, and a new 
quadruped which was alfo a grafs-eater. 

This animal, being a ftranger, appears to merit a particular deferip- 
tion. The Wom-bat (or, as it is called -by the natives of Port Jack- 
fon, the Womhaci) is a fquat, thick, fhort-degged, and rather inadlive 
quadruped, with great appearance of ftumpy ftrength, and foinewhat 
bigger than a large turn-fpit dog. Its figure and movements, if they 
do not exactly refemble thofe of the bear, at leaft ftrongly remind one 
of that animal. Its length, from the tip of the tail to the tip of the 
nofe, is thirty-one inches, of which its body takes up twenty-three 
and five-tenths.' The head is feven inches and the tail five-tenths. 
Its circumference behind the fore-legs twenty-feven inches ; acrofs 
the thickeft part of the belly thirty-one inches. Its weight, by hand^ 
is fomewhat between twenty-five and thirty pounds. The hair is 
coarfe, and about one inch, or an inch and five-tenths, in length; 
thinly fet upon the belly, thicker on the back and head, and thickefl: 
upon the loins and rump. The colour of it a light Tandy brown, of 
varying (hades, but darkeft along the back. 

TTie head is large and flattilh, and, when we are looking the animal 
full in the face. Teems, excluding the ears, to form nearly an equilateral 
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triangle, any fide of which is about fcven inches and five-tenths in 
length ; but the upper fide, or that which conftitutes the breadth of 
the head, is rather the fiiortelf. ^The hair upon the face lies in re- 
gular order, as if it were combed, with its ends pointed upwards in 
a kind of radii from the nofe, their centre. 

The ears are lharp and ere< 5 t, of two inches and three- tenths in 
length, ftand well afunder, and are in nowife difproport donate. The 
eyes are fmall, and rather funken than prominent, but quick and 
lively. They, are placed about two inches and five-tenths afunder, a 
little below the centre of the imaginary triangle towards the nofe. The 
nice co-adaptation of their ciliary proceffes, which are covered with 
fine hair, feems to afford the animal an extraordinary power of ex- 
cluding whatever might be hurtful. 

The nofe is large or fpreading ; the nofirils large, long, and capa- 
ble of being clofed. They ftand angularly with each other, and a 
channel is continued from them towards the upper lip, which is di- 
vided like that of the hare. The whiikers are rather thick and ftrong, 
and are in length from two to three inches and five-tenths. The 
opening of its mouth is fmall ; it contains five long' grafs-cutting teeth 
in the front of each jaw, like thofe of the kangooroo ; within them is 
a vacancy for an inch or more ; then appear two fmall canine teeth of 
equal height with, and fo much fimilar to, eight molares fituated be- 
hind, as fcarcely to be diftinguiftiable from them. The whole num- 
ber in both jaws amounts to twenty-four. 

The neck is thick and Ihort, and greatly reftrains the motions of 
the head, which, according to a common exprcffion, looks as if it 
were ftuck upon the ftioulders. 

From the neck the back arches a little as far as the loins, whence 
it goes off at a flat flope to the hindmoft parts, where not any tail is 
vifible. A tail, however, may be found by carefully pafling the finger 
over the flat flope in a line with the back-bone. After feparating the 
hairs, it is feen of fome five-tenths of an inch in length, and from 
three to one-tenth of an inch in diameter, naked, except for a few 
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fhort fine hairs near its end. This curious tail feemed to hold a 
much bolder proportion in the young than in the full-grown animal. 

The fore legs are very ftrong and mufcular j their length, to the 
foie of the paw, is five inches and five-tenths, and the diftance be- 
tween them is five inches and five-tenths. The paws are flefhy, 
round, and large, being one inch and nine-tenths in diameter. The 
claws are five in number, attached to as many fhort digitations. The 
three middle claws are ftrong, and about eight or nine-tenths of an 
inch in length ; the thumb and little finger claws are alfo ftrong, but 
fhorter than the others, being only from fix to feven tenths of an inch. 
The flefhy root of the thumb claw is fmaller and more flexible than 
the othefs. The foie of the paw is hard, and the upper part is co- 
vered with common hair, down to the roots of the claws which it 
overhangs. The hind legs are Icfs ftrong and mufcular than the fore ; 
their length, to the foie, is five inches and five-tenths ; the diftance 
between, feven inches and five-tenths. The hind paw is longer than 
the fore, but not lefs flefhy. The claws are four in number. The 
three inner ones are lefs ftrong, but about two-tenths of an inch 
longer than the longeft of the fore claws ; and there is a flefhy fpur 
in the place of a thumb claw. The whole paw has a curve, which 
throws its fore part rather inward. 

In fize the two fexes are nearly the fame j but the female is, per- 
haps, rather the heavieft. 

In the opinion of Mr. Bafs, this Wom-bat feemed to be very oecono- 
mically made ; but lie thought it unnecefTary to give an account of its. 
internal ftruflure in his journal. 

This animal has not any claim to fwiftnefs of foot, as moft men 
could run it down. Its pace is hobbling, or fhuffling, fbmething like 
the awkward gait of a bear. In difpofition it is mild and gentle ; but 
it bites hard, and is furious, when provoked. Mr. Bafs never but once 
heard its voice ; but at that time it was a low cry, between a hiffing 
and a whizzing, which could not be heard at a diftance of more than 
thirty or forty yards. He chafed one, and with his hands under the 
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beJly fiuKlcnly Jifrcd him off the groutjd, and laid him upon his back, 
alonr Ids arm, like a child. It made no iicdtc, nor anv effort to 
efcape, not even a ftruggle. Its countenance \ as jdacid, and it feemed 
as contented as if it had been nurfed by Tvlr, Bals^^ from its infancy. 
He carried the hcall upwards of a mile, and often fliifted him from 
arm to arm, fometiines lading him upfm his Ihoulder, all of which 
he took ill good pan ; until, h«it»g obliged to fecure his legs while 
he Went ii.to the hruih to cut a fpeciincn of new wood, the > rcaturc’s 
auger arrhe with the pinching of the twine; he whi'/zed with all his 
might, kicl.ed tiiid feratched inofl fuiioully, and lnap])cd oil a piece 
i:oin the dhow of Mr. iJafs's coat. T'heir fricndlhip was here at atr 
end ; and tl'.e creature remained in»p]acable all the way to the boat; 
cer.ling to kick only when he was exhauflcd. 

This circumflancc feemed to indicate, tliat with kind treatment the 
Worn-bat might Toon be rendered extremely docile, and probably af- 
kdionatc ; but let his tutor beware of giving him provocation, at IcaR 
il he fliould .be full grown. 

Both In tliLie iilands, and in the mountains to the weilward of Port 
Jacki'on, their habitation is under ground, the creature lacing admirably 
loinicd for buirowing ; but to what depth it delccnds does not feem to 
be arcertained. Ills food is not yet well known ; but tlie llomachs ot 
luclj as Mr. Ikils examined were dillended with a eoarfe wirey grafs. 

The ar.nextd Rei’RF.si: XT>\ tjon of this new and curious addition 
rothc animals of New South Wales, was taken from a living fubjed, 
winch was a female, and had the charudcriflic mark which clalTed il 
with the opoflum tribe, the pouch or bag for its young. 

Cape Barren, beiides the kangooroo and Wom-bat, is Inhabited by 
the porcupine ant-eater i a rat with webbed feet ; parroquets, and a 
fmall l)ird of beautiful plumage unknowm at Port Jackfon. Black 
fnakes with venomous fangs were numerous ; and the rocks toward 
die fea were covered with fur-fcals of great beauty. “ In point of 

♦ T)ic kangooroo, and Tome other animals of New South Wales, are remarkable for being 
JomciUcated as foon as taken. 
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animated life, nature feems (fays Mr. Bafs) to have afl;ed fo oddly 
with this and the neighbouring iflands, that if their rich (lores were 
thoroughly ranfacked, I doubt not but the departments of natural 
hilloiy would be enlarged by more new and valuable fpecimens 
than they ever before acquired from any land of many times their 
extent.” 
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CHAP. xxr. 

Tire NORFOLK PROCEEDS ON HER VOYAGE. — DISCOVER PORT DALRYMPLE.-— 
ACCOUNT Of THE COU.S'I RY WITHIN IT. — NATURAL PRODUCTION. — ANI- 
MALS — SAGACin- AND NUMBERS OF THE BLACK SWAN. — INHABITAN FS. 

RANGE OF THE THERMOMETER. — PASS TABLE CAPE. — PROCEED TO THE 

SOUTHWARD AND WESTWARD. — THE NORFOLK PASSES THE STRAIT.-— 
CBSERV.ATIONS THEREON.— PROCEEDS TO THE SOUTHWARD. — DE WITT’ 
ISLES. — ENTER THE DERWENT RIVER. — OBSERVATIONS ON THE DERWENT. 

SOME N.XTIVE.S SEEN. — PARTICULARS OF ONE VENOMOUS SNAKE. — 

COMPARISON BETWEEN NEW SOUTH WALES AND VAN DILMEN’s LAND.— - 
ARRIVE AT PORT JACKSON. — ADVANTAGES OF BASS STRAIT. 

J^EAVING Furneaux’s Iflands, the Norfolk proceeded toward the 
north coaft of Van Diemen’s Land ; and on the 4th of Novem- 
ber they paffed within a mile of a high grafly cape, which is the fea- 
ward extremity of a ridge, that, rifing by a gentle afeent, retreats and 
joins fome chains of lofty mountHins. A finall rocky ifland lay two 
miles from it to the W. S. W. At noon the latitude was 40“ 55' 25", 
and the longitude 147" 16' 30". 

Early in the afternoon a gap in the land, fituated at the back of a 
deep narrow bight, which had for fome time attraded attention, be- 
gan to affume the appearance of an inlet, which they bore away to 
e.xamine ; and, after running three miles, found that they had ftiut in 
the line of the coaft on each fide, and were impelled forward by a 
ftrong infet of tide i and when the floop was on the point of enter- 
ing the harbour, which appeared to be fairly open before her, the 
water ftioaled fuddenly, fhe ftruck the ground and lay faft ; but for- 
tunately the ftrong flood in a few minutes dragged her over into 
deep water, and fliot her into the entrance with uncommon velocity. 

Having 
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Having advanced within the entrance, the harbour began to ex- 
pand iti'elf in a kind of large bafon. Its Chores were broken into 
points and projeftions, between feme of which tlie great flrength of 
the flood tide led them to exped it would branch oflf into arms. The 
land lying immediately upon its borders was low, but not Hat; well 
wooded.; and thofe points near wliich the floop pafled were clothed 
with a very tinufual degree of verdure. The fun being down, the 
veflel was anchored for the night, and the next day they proceeded 
with their refearches. 

They were employed during fixteen days in the examination of this 
place ; and the refult of the obfervaiions which were made by Mr. 
Bafs in difierent parts of it, and the neighbouring country, arc thrown 
by that gentleman into one general account. 

This harbour, or inlet, which was named, by the Governor, Pott 
Dalrymple, takes its courfe from the S. E. between two chains of 
rounded mountains, ftretching inland from the fea with an almoft im- 
perceptible incrcafe of elevation , and, after gradually approximating 
each other, feemed to unite, at the diftance of between thirty and 
forty miles, in a body of rugged mountains more lofty than them- 
felves. Thefe two chains, in their relative pofitions, formed an acute 
angle ; being at their greateft diftance afunder, as meafured along the 
fea-coaft, only fixteen miles. Being prefled for time, they were de- 
terred from attempting to reach the head of the river ; but it was 
hardly to be doubted, that its principal fource proceeded from fomc 
part near the point of union of the two chains of mountains. Allow- 
ing this fuppofitfon, a great part of its ftream muft be perfectly frefli j 
for at the place where they ended their examination, which was not 
more than half of the whole fuppofed diftance or length of the river, it 
had become half frefti half fait, although its breadth was from half a 
mile to a mile and a half, and its depth eight or nine fathoms. 

The country which Mr. Bafs had an opportunity of obferving, was 
a certain portion of that lying within the angle formed by two chains 
of mountains ; and more efpecially of the parts which lay contigu- 
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cm tof the water, raiher thafi of tbofe (kuated ia the vicuiky of the 
chains. 

The q‘ualit 7 of the ground, taking it in the aggregate, was much 
Superior to that of the borders of any of the falt-water inlets of Nevr 
Soytb Wales, Weftern Port excepted. The vegetable mould was, 
however, found to be of no- great depth, and was- fometimes, perhaps 
advantageo'ufly, mixed with fmall quantities of fand. 

The bed of the foil was found upon the Tides of doping hills, and in 
broad vallies between them. Some parts, that were low and level, 
had a peat-like furface, bounded by fmall tracts of flowering dirubs and 
odoriferous plants, that perfumed the air with the fragrance of their 
oils *. Tbefe retained, in general, the appearance of thofe in New 
South Wales f while they were, in reality, very diflerent. The rich 
and vivid colouring of the more northern flowers, and that foft and 
exquifite gradation of tints, for which they are fo fragularly diftin- 
guiflied, hold with thofe here, but in a Icfs eminent degree. The two 
countries prefent a perfect fimilarity in this, that the more barren 
fpots are the mod gaily adorned. The curious florid and fcientific 
botanid would find ample fubjed of exultation in thmr diflbrent re* 
ibarches in Fort Daltymple, 

Except in thefe places, the grafs grows not in tufts, but covers thq 
huid equdly with a ihort nutricious herbage, better adapted, poflibly, 
to the bite of fmall than of large cattle. The food for the latter grows 
m bottoms of vallies and upon the diamp flats. ^ & large proportion of 
the foil promifod a fair return to the labours of the cultivator, and a 
tefler enfures an ample reward •, but the greater part would', per* 
haps, be more advantageoully employed if left for pafturagc, than' 
tf thrown into cultivatioa f it would be poor as the one,c but rich as 
the other. 

* In thif particular they differ from the flbwering ihrubi of Near South Walea ; ftar o^ 
which, beautiful aa they were in other refpedi, were found to poficll the laaalleft peiticle- 
#f odoun. 
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Water was found in runs more than ponds; and, though not abun- 
dant, it was far from being fcarce. 

The weft fide of the river furnifhes the largeft quantity of the beft 
ground. The country lying near the weft arm is chiefly rather flat, 
and might be converted to many ufeful purpofes, both in agriculture 
and in pafturage ; for which laft it is probably well calculated. If it 
fiiould ever be propofed to make a lettlement here, this part feems to 
merit very particular attention. The beft land feems to be that fine 
hilly country which lies at the back of an ifland named Middle Ifland ; 
but accefs to it is not eafy, on account of a large ihoal extending 
along its front, which is dry at low water. 

In failing up the river, the points and Ihores prefent an appearance 
of fertility that aftoniflics an eye ufed to thofe of the rocky harbours 
of New South Wales. They are moftly grafled, as well as wooded, 
clofe down to the water fide ; but every where a dark luxuriant vege- 
tation meets the view. 

The tides run fo uncommonly rapid, that if the port were colonized, 
and the principal town built, as it no doubt would be, near the en- 
trance, the produce of the villages and farms fcattered along its banks 
might be brought to market with the greateft eafe, expedition, and 
certainty. 

The heavy timber is chiefly gum-tree of various fpecies j of which, 
two are different from any that have been yet feen in this country. 
The fmaller trees- aarf^fhrubs. refemble, with fome variety, thofe of 

the continent. 

* 

The gray kangooroo, of a very large fize, abounded in the green 
foreft ; the brufhes were tenanted by the fmaller black kind. 

The plumage of the parrots forms a gloomy contraft with the rich 
luftre of thofe near the fettlement, their colours being rather grave than 
gay. The melancholy cry of the Bell-bird (dil boong, after which 
Ben- nil-long named his infant child) feems to be unknown her^. 
Many aquatic birds, both web-footed and waders, frequent the arms 

and 



* 799*3 


OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


475 


and coves of the river ; bat the black iwans alone are remarkable fa 
point of number. Mr. Bafs once made a rough calculation of three 
hundred fwimming within the fpace of a quarter of a mile fquare, 
and heard the “ dying fong” of feme fcores ; but that fong, fo cele- 
brated by the poets of former times, exadly refembled the creaking of 
a nifty alehoufe fign on a windy day. Not more than two thirds of any 
flock which they fell in with could fly ; the reft could do no more than 
flap along upon the furface of the water, being either moulting or not 
yet come to their full feather and growth, which they require two 
years to attain. They fwam and flapped alternately, and went on fur- 
prifingly faft. When in danger, they immerfe their bodies fo far, 
that the water makes a palTage between their neck and back j and in 
this pofuion they would frequently turn afide a heavy load of £hot. 
They feemed to be endowed with much fagacity ; in chace, they foon 
learned the weakeft point of their purfuers, and, inftead of fwimming 
diredly from them, as they did at firft, always endeavoured in the 
moft artful manner to gain the wind. To their affedion for their 
young, Mr. Bafs has feen fome lamentable facrifices ; but of their 
ficrcenefs, at leaft when oppofed to man, or their ftrengtb, he had 
feen no inftance. 

Among other reptiles were found the fnake with venomous fangs, 
and fome large brown guanoes. 

This country is inhabited by men ; and, if any judgment could be 
formed from the number of huts which they met, in about the fame 
proportion as New South Wales. Their extreme fhynefs, however, 
prevented any communication. They never even got fight of them but 
once, and then at a great diftance. The huts, of which feven or 
eight were generally found together, were wretchedly contrived j and 
it appears fomewhat ftrange that in the latitude of 41% want ftiould 
not have fliarpened their ideas to the invention of fome more conve- 
nient habitation, efpecially fince they have been left , by nature without 
the confined dwelling of a hollow tree, or the more agreeable accom- 
modation of a hole under a rock. A canoe was never met with, and 
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concufring circumftmces ihewed that this -convenience was unknown 
here. Hence, from the little that has been feen of the condition of 
our own fpectes in this place, it appears-io be much inferior in ihme 
cd’ential points of convenience to that of the delpifed inhabitants of the 
continent. How miienable a being would the latter be, were his 
canoe taken from him, bis iione hatchet blunted, his hut pervious to 
the fmalleil Ihower of rain, and few or no excavations in the rocks to 
fly to ! but happinefs, like every thing clfe, exifts only by compari- 
fon with the ftage above and the ftage below our own. The circum- 
ftances which occafioned this difierence between the people of two 
countries fo near each other, and fo much alike in their natural pro* 
dudions, muft remain hidden from our obfervation, until perhaps 
fomc permanent European fettlement ihall be made in Van Diemen’s 
land. 

The range of the thermometer, taken in various parts of the port, 
was at night from 49° to 52", and at noon from 58“ to 64** 

On the aolh of November they left Port Dairy mple, And proceeded 
to the wefrward ; but, the wind changing, they were driven back to 
Furneaux’s iflands, where, the gale continuing at weft, they were de- 
tained untilthe 3d of December, when they were enabled to proceed. 
Their progrefs was flow, and unavoidably at too great a diftance from 
the ihore to form any juft idea of the country ; but what was feen of 
it appeared high and mountainous, the mountains forming into bum- 
mocks and low peaks, to which a few large fhapelefs knobs added a 
great Angularity of appearance. On the haze clearing away, and the 
fhore being diftindly feen, it appeared rocky, but wooded nearly 
down to the water’s edge. A remarkable peaked mountain, fome few 
miles inland, might have been thought, from its flupe and height, to 
have been once a vplcano. A very Angular lump of high level, or 
table land, lay at a few miles to the weftward in the coaft line ; and at 
fome diftance beyond it, a point appeared with three knobs of land 
lying off it, refembling iflands. This was named Table Cape. From 
this time nothing of moment occurred till the nth, when they 

ftretched 



■ 7^0 


tWF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


477 


ft retched in for the land, a large extent of which was indiftincftly vifi- 
ble through a light haze that hung about the horizon. At noon the 
latitude was 41° 13', and the longitude 148° 58 i with a frefli breeze 
at N. N E. they bore away along the fliorc, w’hich trends to the S. E. 
by E. and is diftant three or four miles. 

From a fliore of beach, with fhort rocky points at intervals, the land 
Tole gradually to aconfidcrable height, the afped^ of which was barren 
and brafliy, and the foil fandy. Several fliort reefs of rocks lay in 
front of the beaches, and broke the long fwell into a furf of tremen- 
dotis appearance. 

Dreading a gale of wind from the w’eft, which w'as threatening, 
and might have proved fatal to their little veflel, they hauled out to 
the S. S. W. ; but the weather remained moderate. 

On the following morning tlve wind flew round to the northward, 
and they continued their route along the fliore. Early in the fore- 
noon they pafled a Angularly formed point, with a number of lumps 
of rock lying fome two or three miles oft' it to the S. W. It refembled 
an artificial pier, or mole, with warehoufes upon it, and a light-boufe 
on the end next the water. Large mafl'es of detached oblong rocks 
gave the appearance of warehoufes, and a remarkably long one ftand- 
ing upon its end that of the light-houfe. Their latitude at noon was 
42* 02' and the longitude 145° 16'. The coaft ftill trended to the S. 
S. £. and the land began to change that uniformly regular figure 
which it had hitherto preferved. It was becoming mountainous and 
uneven, but was ftill barren. 

Mr. Bafs and his fellow voyager. Lieutenant, Flinders, did not hefi- 
tate now to conclude that they had palTed through the ftrait, and 
from the Pacific had entered the Southern Indian Ocean ; for what 
within the extent of a vaft: fea could give birth to the monftrous fwell 
that was rolling in before their eyes ? and the coaft was evidently 
trending towards the S. W. cape. 

It was worthy of remark (Mr. Bafs fays), that the northern (here of 
the ftrait, from Wilfon’s Promontory (feen in the whale-boat) to Wef- 

tern 
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tern Port, refembled the bluff bold fliore of an open (ea, with a fwcU 
rolling in, and a lafge furf breaking upon it ; while the fouthern fliorc, 
or what is the coaft of Van Diemen’s land, appeared like the inner 
fliore of a clufter of iflands, whofe outer parts break off the great 
weight of the fea. The caufe of this is immediately obvious, on re- 
colle£ling that the fwell of the Indian ocean enters the ftrait from the 
fouthward of weft. The greater part of the fouthern fhore lies in a 
bight, whofe weftern extreme is Hunter’s Ifles, andtheN.W. cape of 
Van Diemen’s land. Now as the fwell comes from the fouthward, as 
well as the weftward, it muft, after ftriking upon the north-weft part 
of the fouthern fhore, evidently run on in a diredtion fomewhat dia- 
gonal with the two ftdes of the ftrait, until it expands itfelf upon the 
northern fhore, where both fwell and furf are found. But to the fouth- 
ward of this diagonal line the fwell muft quickly take off, and totally 
difappear, long before it can reach the fhore to make a furf. Hence 
arifes the difference. 

That the fwell of the Indian ocean comes, by far the greater part 
of the way, from the fouthward of weft, can hardly be doubted, fincc 
it is well known that prevailing winds are from that quarter. 

Early in the afternoon of the nth, a piece of land flood out from 
the line of the coaft like an ifland, but was foon found to be joined to 
the main by a fandy beach. The fhore beyond it looked rugged and 
craggy, and the land equalled the moft fterile and ftoney that had 
been feen. 

Towards noon the coaft began to rife into chains of lofty mountains, 
which ran along in nearly the fame line as the coaft. The latitude 
was 43” 07', the longitude 145“ 42^ A large fmoke that got up aftern 
of the veffel was the firft; fign of inhabitants that had been feen upon 
this weft coaft, the appearance of which was miferably barren. 

At eight in the evening they pafted the S. W. cape of Van Die- 
men’s land, hitherto known as that of New Holland. It is a narrow 
piece of land, projeding from the higher land at no great diftance, 
with two ftattifti hummocks, that gave it fome little refemblance to 
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the Ram Head near Plymouth. At fun-fet they were about a mile 
and a half from the South Cape. 

The fouth-weft and fouth capes lie nearly eaft and weft of each 
other, and are diftant about fifteen leagues. The intermediate coaft 
forms the fouthcrn boundary of Van Diemen’s Land ; but if taken 
upon the more extcnfive fcale of the whole fouthern hemifphere, it 
appears, as the fouthern point of New Holland, to be of equal re- 
fpeiSlability with the extremity of Terra del Fuego and of the Cape 
of Good Hope, the fouth points of the continents of America and 
Africa. 

Like that of Terra del Fuego, the extremity of Van Diemen’s Land 
prefents a rupged and determined front to the icy regions of the fouth 
j)oIe ; and like it feems once to have extended further fouth than it 
docs at prefent. To a very unufual elevation, is added an irregularity 
of form, that juftly entitles it to rank among the foremoft of the 
grand and wildly magnificent feenes of nature. It abounds with peaks 
and ridges, gaps and fifliires, that not only difdain the fmalleft uni- 
formity of figure, but are ever changing lliape, as the point of view 
Ihifts. Beneath this ftrange confufion, the weftern part of this 
weaving coaft-line obfei ves a regularity equally remarkable as the wild 
diforder which j^revails above. Lofty ridges of mountain bounded 
by tremendous clifls, proje^ft from two to four miles into the fea, at 
nearly equal dillances from each other, with a breadth varj ing from 
two miles to two and a half. The bights or bays lying between them 
are backed by fandy beaches. Thefe vaft Inittrefres appear to be the 
fouthern extremities of the mountains of Van Diemen’s Laml; which, 
it can hardly be doubted, have once piojeded into the fea far beyond 
their prefent abrupt termination, and have been united with the 
now detached land, Dc Witt’s Ifles. Thefe ifles, (lb named, pro- 
bably, by Tafman) twelve in number, are of various lizes. The tw'O 
largeft are from three to four miles in circuit. I'beir fides are 
fteep j but their height is inferior to tli.u of the main. 'l Ue largeft is 
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the loweft. Their afped, like that of the mairij bcfpeaks extreme 
fterility. 

A great fmoke that arofe a;t the back of one of the bights fhewecL 
the main to be inhabited ; but they could not fuppofe the people of 
this place to be furnilhed with canoes, when thofe of Adventure Bay,, 
in their neighbourhoocl, were unprovided with them. Nothing,, 
therefore, was left to their choice, but to allow that they might 
tranfport themfelves over, cither upon logs of wood, or by fwimraing 
acrofs ; and, as the moft probable reward of fuch an exertion would 
be, the capture of birds while breeding, or the feizuie of their eggs, 
the utility of fpreading fires in facilitating fuch operations is ob- 
vious. 

After pafling feveral places of fmaller note, they entered Herdf- 
man^s Cove ; above which, it being the opinion of Mr. Bafs and his 
companion that the floop could not proceed,^ they went up the Der- 
went River in her boat, imagining that one tide would enable them 
to reach its fource ; but in this they were miftaken, filing, as they 
believed, feveral miles fliort of it. Where the returning tide met 
them, the water had become perfedly frefh j the ftream w^two hun- 
dred and thirty yards in breadth, and in depth three fathoms. It 
was wedged in between high graflTy hills that defeended to the river 
upon a quick flope, and bad a very grand appearance. But the only 
culturable patches of land that they faw were feme few breaks in the 
hills, and ibme narrow flips that were found at their foot clofe to the 
water’s fide. 

In their way up, a human voice fal'uted them from the hills ; on 
which they landed, carrying with them one of feveral fwans which 
they had juft fhot. Having nearly reached the fummit,.two females,, 
with a fliQrt covering hanging loofe from their fhoulders, fuddenly 
appeared at fomc little diftance before them ; but, fnatching up each 
a fmall bafket, thefc fcampered off. A man then prefented himfelf, 
and fuffered them to approach him without any figns of fear or 

diftruft.. 
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diftruft. He received the fwan joyfully, appearing to efteem it a 
treafure. 

His language was unintelligible to them, as was theirs to him, al- 
though they addrefled him in feveral of the dialeds of the New South 
Wales, and fomc few of the inoft common words of the South Sea 
iflands. With fome difficulty they made him comprehend their wiOi 
to fee his place of refijlcnce. He pointed over the hil!,. and proceeded 
onwards j but his pace was flow and w'andering, and he often (lopped 
under pretence of having loft the track ; which led them to fufped 
that his only aim was, to amufe and tire them out. Judging, then, 
that in perfifting to follow him they muft lofe the remaining part 
of tlie flood tide, which was much more valuable to them than the 
fight of his hut could be, they parted from him in great friendihip. 

The moft probable reafon of his unwillingnefs to be their guide 
Teemed to be, his fearing that if he took them to his women, their 
charms might induce them to run off with them — jealoufy very 
common with the natives of the Continent. 

He was a fhort flight man, of a middle age, with a countenance 
more expreffive of benignity and intelligence, than of that ferocity 
or ftupidity which generally charaderized the other natives j and his 
features were lefs flattened, or negro-like, than theirs. His face was 
blackened ; and the top of his head was plaftered with red earth. His 
hair was either naturally fhort and clofe, or had been rendered I’o by 
burning, and, although fhort and .ftiflSy curled, they did not think it 
woolly. He was armed with two fpears, very ill made, of folid wood. 
No part of their drefs attraded his attention, except the red filk-hand- 
kerchiefs round their necks. Their fire-arms were to him obje£ls nei- 
ther of curiofity nor fear. 

This was the firft man they had fpoken with in Van Diemen*s Land ; 
and his frank and open deportment led them not only to form a fa- 
vourable opinion of the difpofition of its inhabitants, but to conjec- 
ture that if the country was peopled in the ufual numbers, he would 
not have been the only one they fhould have met. A circumftance 
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which corroborated this fuppofition was, that in the excurfions made 
by Mr, Bafs into the country, having feldoin any other fociety than 
his two dogs, he would have been no great objedl of dread to a people 
ignorant of the cfie<n:s of f.rc-arms, and would certainly have been 
hailed by any one who might have feen him. 

They fell in with many huts along the different fhores of the river, 
of the fame bad confl;ru<3ion as thofe of Port Dalrymple, but with 
fewer heaps of mufclc-fhells lying near them. The natives of this 
place, probably, drew the principal part of their food from the woods j 
the bones of fmall animals, fuch as opoflums, fquirrels, kangooroo 
rats, and bandicoots, were numerous round their deferred fire-places ; 
and the two fpears which they faw in the hands of the man were fiini- 
lar to thofe ufed for hunting in other parts. Many trees alfo were 
obferved to be notched. No canoes were ever feen, nor any trees fo 
barked as to anfwer that purpofe. 

Befides the fmall quadrupeds already mentioned, they obferved the 
grey and red kangooroo. The feathered tribes were apparently fimi- 
lar to thofe of Port Dalrymple. Here again they daily ate their fwan, 
the Hocks of which even exceeded thofe that they had before met 
with. 

The moft formidable among the reptiles was the black fnake with 
venomous fangs, and fo much in colour refembling a burnt Hick, that 
a clofe infpedlion only could dete<Sl the difierence. Mr. Bafs once, 
with his eyes cautioufly direded J;owards the ground. Hepped over 
one which was lying afleep among fome black Hicks, and would have 
paHed on without obferving it, had not its loud hifs attracted his at' 
tention the moment afterwards. 

He determined on taking him alive, in order to try the effedl: of 
his bite upon a hawk that he had in his pofleflion. In the conteH, 
he bit himfclf ; after which he was foon maHered, and in lefs than 
ten minutes died. Having never before known a fnake of his fize to 
be killed by a few very flight blows with a Hick, which was fo rotten 
as fcarcely to bear the weight of its own blow,, he was at a lofs to 
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conceive how death had fo fuddenly fucceeded fo much vigour in an 
animal fo tenacious of life. Was it pofllble that his own bite could 
have been the caufe ? When, three hours afterwards, the fkin was 
dripped olF, the flefli for feme diftance round the marks of his teeth 
was found inflamed and difcolourcd. 

The account of the Derwent River being now clofcd, and the whole 
of what was learned of Van Diemen’s Land related, it may not be im- 
proper, fays Mr. Bafs, to point out the manner in which this country 
and New South Wales appear to differ in their moll ell'ential quality, 
that of their foil. 

In adjufting their comparative fertility, the contraded difpofition 
of their foils is much more prominent than any inequality in their 
quantity. They are poor countries j but, as far as the eye of dif- 
covery has yet penetrated into either, the culturable foil of the latter 
is found lying in a few diftindl patches of limited extent, and of 
varying quality ; while the foil of the former, being more equally 
fpread, thofe fpotsof abundant richnefs, or large wilds of unimprove- 
able ftcrility, are much lefs frequently feen. 

Although Van Diemen’s Land feems to poffefs few or none of thofe 
vaft depths of foil with which the happieft fpots of New South 
Wales are bleffed ; yet it feldom fickens the heart of its traveller 
with thofe extenfive trads which at once difarm induftry, and leave 
the warmeft imagination without one beguiling projed. 

In point of produdive foil Mr. Bafs gives the preponderance to 
Van Diemen’s Land. 

In one particular, which to the inhabitants of a civilized country is 
of the utmoft importance, both countries are but too much alike : 
each is amply ftored with water for the common purpofes of life ; 
but deficient in thofe large interfedions of it which, in other more 
fortunate countries, fo much facilitate the operations of man, and lead 
commerce to the door of even the moft inland farmer. 
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'Two rivers only. Port Dalrymple and the Derwent, are known to 
defeend from Van Diemen’s Land j but by Point St. Vincent, poffibly, 
there may be a third. 

On tlie 3d of January they left the Derwent* and proceeded to the 
northward, coafting the eaft fide of Frederick- Henry Bay, which 
was for the moft part high and deep to the fea. The figure of the 
fhore, between what is now called Cape Bafaltes and Cape Pillar, ex- 
hibited one of thofe great works of nature which feldom fail to excite 
furprize : it was all bafaltic. The cape is a vaft high wedge, which 
projects into the fea, furmounted by lofty fingle columns. 

Early on the morning of the 8th they were among the iflands lying 
off the Patriarchs. Thefe were three in number ; the larged of which 
was high, rocky, and barren, with a bafis of granite ; which, like 
that of Prefervation Ifland, lard fcattered about in large detached blocks. 
Mr. Bafs landed upon the oiitermod, and found it well inhabited. 
The various tribes had divided it into didrids. One part was white 
with gannets, breeding in neds of earth and dried grafs. Petrels 
and penguins had their under-ground habitations in thofe parts of the 
ifland which had the mod grafs. The rocks of the fhorc, and blocks 
of granite, were occjipied by the pied offenfive (hag and common gull ; 
geefe, red-bills, and quails, lived in common ; and the red was ap- 
propriated to the feals, who feemed to be lords of the domain. Mr, 
Bafs remarked with furprize, that though the principal herd fcampered 
off like (heep, as is ufual on the fird approach, yet the males, who 
poffeffed a rock to themfelves, where they fat furrounded by their 
numerous wives and progeny, on his drawing near them, hobbled up 
with a menacing roar, and fairly commenced the attack, while the 
wives feemed to red their fecurity upon the fuperior courage and 
addrefs of their lords j for, inflead of retreating into the water in the 
ntmod condernation, they only raifed themfelves upon their fore fins, 
as if ready for a march, keeping their eyes upon the males* and 
watching the movements of the enemy. 


Having 
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Having colledted as much ftock as was neceflary, they ftood to the 
northward, and on the 1 2th reached Port Jackfon. 

On delivering the account of his voyage to the Governor, he named 
the principal difcovery which was the event of it, Bafs Strait, as a 
tribute to the difcoverer. 

The mod prominent advantage which feemed likely to accrue to 
the fettlement from this difcovery was, the expediting of the paflTage 
from the Cape of Good Hope to Port Jackfon. 

The veflel that has the credit of having firft circumnavigated Van 
Diemen’s Land was built at Norfolk-lfland, of the fir of that country,, 
which was found to anfwer extremely well. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


AORICUI.1 uR-.:. CONCI'RNfJ. — THE CRIMINAL COURT ASSEMBLED. A MAM 

TRIED ro : KILLING A NATIVE. 1 WO MEN EXECUTED. — THE PUBLIC 

GAOL BURNT. — OBSERVATIONS. — GREAT DROUGHT. A FLOOD AT THE 

RIViR. — NATIVE.S. — A SPANISH PRIZE ARRIVES. NORFOLK ISLAND. — 

RESOURCES IN NEW .SOUTH WALF.S. THE BUI FALO .ARRIVES FROM ENG- 
LAND, AND BRING.S CATTLE FROM THE CAPE. — NATIVES. TlMPESTUOUS 

WEATHER. EFFECTS. — THE AI.BION WHALER ARRIVES FROM ENGI.AND. 

— HLR QJ,nCK PASSAGI.. AMISSIONARY MURDERED.— THE MURDERERS 

TRIED AM) EXECUTED — THE HILSBOROUGH ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND. 

— MOK l'ALITV ON BOARD — THE GOVtRNOR VISITS TEIE SETTLERS UPON 
ul.ORGl/s RIVER. — THE NORFOLK SLOOP RETURNS FROM AN EXCURSION 

TO THE NORTHWARD. — ACCOUNT OF HER PROCEEDINGS. ENTERS SHOAL 

BA V. — PARTICULARS RESPECTING IT. — ENTERS GLASS-HOUSE BAY.— 
LIEUTENANT FLINDERS MEETS SOME NATIVES,-r- PARTICULARS.— POINT 
SKIRMISH. — PROCEEDS TO A R1 Vj;R IN GLASS-HOUSE BAY. 

1|^7E muft now return to the other affairs of the fettlenient, from 
* * whicli vvc have been fo long abfent. 

Agricultural concerns wore as unproinifing an appearance as in the 
lafl month. The Governor, in a vifit which he made to Parramatta, 
found that the pafture over the whole country had been entirely 
burnt up ; in confequence of which the grazing cattle were in great 
diftrefs; and, from the lamentable continuance of the drought, the 
maize was every where likely to fail : a misfortune that would ruin 
the ftock of hogs, and coididerably reduce the fettlement in the ar- 
ticle of bread. 

That he -might afeertain wliat quantity of grain he had to depend 
on, all thofe who cultivated ground were diredled to give in, by a 
certain time, a return of the v;heat and other grain in their poffeflion. 
About this time his Excellency received from Norfolk Ifiand the fatif- 
fadlory intelligence, that the wheat harvefl: had there been more pro- 
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dudive than ufual ; hut tlie maize was likely to fall fhort from a 
Hmilar W’ant of rain. 

At the clofe of January the Criminal Court of Judicature w^as af- 
fembled; when a ferjeant of the New South Wales corps was con- 
demned for a forgery, hut recommended to the Governor’s mercy by 
the courf j another was condemned for a burglary ; and a third fen- 
tenced to receive a I'cvcre corporal punifliment, for having Ihot a 
native at Botany Bay. Could tlie evidence of fome of thefe people 
have been taken, it w'as fuppofed that he would have been capitally 
convicted ; in wliich cafe he would cert.iiuly have fufiered, the Go- 
vernor having determined to put that article of his Majefty’s inftruc- 
tions in force, which, in })lacing thefe people under the proiedion 
of tlie Briiilli Government, enjoined the punifliing of any injury 
done to their perlbns or property. When tlie culprit was brought 
out to be puniftufd, feveral of the natives attended ; and he received 
in their prefence as much of his fcntencc as he could bear, they wit- 
nefling his fuftcrings with the mod perfedt indifference. 

The weather was exceedingly hot during the whole of January. 

On the 8th of February, a prifoner who had been condemned to die 
by the laft court fufiered the fentence of the law. The recolledlion of 
his untimely end, and his admonitions from the fatal tree, could not 
have departed from the minds of thofe who faw and heard him, when 
another court fent another offender to make the fame atonement for his 
numerous crimes. Indeed, the journal of this month would furnifh 
little elfe than a catalogue of exceptions, robberies, and inftances of 
depravity ; among which was the deftroying by fire the public gaol 
at Sydney ; nor was any doubt entertained of its having been done 
through deligo, though it w'ill he read with horror, that at that time there 
w'erc lined within its w^';lls twenty prifoners, moft of whom were 
loaded with irons, and who, with much difficulty, werefnatched from 
the flames. Feeling for each other was never imputed to thefe mif- 
creants *, and yet, if fcvcral were engaged in the commiffion of a crime, 
they have fcldom been known to betray their companioas in iniquity. 

But 
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But from fcenes fo difgraceful to human nature the mind feels re- 
lieved, even though compelled to turn to thofe of calamity. Yet, 
before we proceed, it is but juftice to thofe in power to obferve, that, 
were it not evident that certain puniihment awaited the convidion 
of offenders, it might be fuppofed that a relaxation of the civil au- 
thority had begotten impunity ; but far otherwife was the fa(ff : the 
police was vigilant, the magiilrates a£tive, and the Governor, ever 
anxious to fupport them, with incelTant diligence endeavoured to efta* 
blilh good order and morality in the fettlcment. But fuch was the 
depravity of thefe people, from the habitual pradice of vice, that they 
were become alike fearlefs of the punilhments of this world, or of that 
which is to come. 

The great drought and excefljve heat had afleded the water. Such 
ponds as Aill retained any were reduced fo very low, that moft of 
them were become brackifh, and fcarcely drinkabl#. From this cir- 
cuinflauce, it was conjedured, that the earth contained a large portion 
of fait ; for the ponds even on the high grounds were not frefh. The 
woods between Sydney and Parramatta were completely on fire, the 
trees being burnt to the tops ; and every blade of grafs was deftroyed. 

The entrance of March was accompanied by two or three days rain, 
which greatly refrefhed the gardens that were alinoft wholly burnt up, 
and every where revived the periihing vegetation. At the Hawkef- 
bury, however, an accident occurred, which, although not fo ruinous 
to the colony at large as the drought, proved moft deftrudive to the 
fettlers in that diftrid. This river luddenly, and in the courfe of a 
very few hours, fwelled to the height of fifty feet above its common 
level, and with fuch rapidity and power as to carry every thing before 
it. The government -houfe, which had been ereded at the firft fet- 
tling of that part of the country, was fwepc away, with a quantity 
of provifions which had been depofited in it. Many of the inhabi- 
tants were taken off from the ridges of their hoiifes, by a few boats 
which they fortunately had among them, juft: in time to lave their 
lives ; for moft of the dwellings were inundated, and the whole coun- 
try 
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try appeared like an extenfive lake. Many hogs,' other live flock, 
poultry, with much of the produce of the laft unfortunate harveft, 
and the doraeftic effeds of the people, were hurried away by the tor- 
rent. Fortunately, however, only one life was loft. 

This was a moft ferious calamity ; and, no caufe having appeared 
to indicate an approaching overflow of the river, the fettlers were not 
prepared for fuch a difafter. It was faid, that the natives forefaw it, 
and apprifed the inhabitants. There could, however, be no doubt, 
that, unperceived by our people, a heavy fall of rain had taken place 
in the interior of th^ country, among the mountains ; and which, 
from the parched ftate of the land for fuch a length of time, had in 
no part been abforbed, but ran down the fidcs of the hills, as from 
mountains of folid rock, Ailing all the low grounds, and branches of 
the river j which, being in form fuddenly ferpentine, could not give 
vent fo fail as the waters defeended. 
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In u few days this extraordinary colle£lion of water had found its 
way to the fea ; and, the river regaining its ufual level, the fettlers 
fet about new cropping their grounds j for which purpofe they were 
fupplied with feed wheat on the government account j their requeft 
for bedding and clothing, it was not fo eafy to comply with, from the 
poverty of the public ftores in thefe articles. 

Among the public works at this time in hand were, the raifing the 
walls of the new gaol, laying the upper floor of a windmill, and ere£l- 
ing the churches of Sydney and Parramatta. Moll of thefe buildings 
did not advance fo rapidly as the neceflity for them required, owing 
to the weaknefs of the public gangs ; and, indeed, fearcely ever had 
there been a thorough day’s labour obtained from them. They 
never felt ihemfelves interefted in the effed of their work, knowing 
that the ration from the ftore, whatever it might be, would be ifliied 
to them, whether they earned it or not ; unlike the labouring man 
W'hofe fubliftence, and that of his family, depend upon his exertions. 
For the individual who would pay them for their fervices with fpirits, 
they would labour while they had ftrength to lift the hoc or the axe ; 
but when government required the production of that ftrength, it was 
not forihcoming ; and it was more to be w'ondered, that under fuch 
difadvantages fo much, rather than fo little, had been done. The 
convicts whofe fervices belonged to the Crown were, by far the greater 
part, a worthlefs difflpated fet, who never thought beyond the pre- 
fent moment ; and they were for ever employed in rendering that 
moment as eafy to themfelves as their invention could enable them. 

Of the fettlers and their difpofitlon, much has been already faid. 
The aflfiftance and encouragement which from time to time were given 
them, they were not found to deferve. The greater part had ori- 
ginally been convi(Ss ; and it is not to be fuppofed, that while they 
continued in that ftate, their habits were much improved. With 
thefe habits, then, they became freemen and fettlers ; the effed of 
which was, to render them infolent and prefuming j and many of 
them continued a dead weight upon the government, without re- 
ducing 
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ducing the expences of the colony. Thefe expences were certainly 
great, and had been confiderably incrcafed. The fettlement was at 
this time much in want of many neceflTary articles of life ; and when 
thefe were brought by fpeculators and traders who occafionally touched 
there, they demanded more than five hundred per cent, above what 
the fame articles could have been fent out for from England, with 
every addition of freight, infurance, &c. 

It having been for fcveral days reported, that the crews of two 
boats, which had been permitted to go to Hunter’s River, had been 
cut oft' by the natives, the Governor ordered his whale-boat to be well 
armed, and to proceed thither in cjueft of the boats and their crews ; 
fending in her Henry Hacking, a perfon on whom he could depend. 
Tliis man, at his return, informed the Governor, that on his arrival 
an attempt had been made to burn the fmaller boat, which had three 
men in her, who were each provided with a mufquet. The boat was 
there, but the men were not to be found. Going in fearch of them, 
he fell in with a large body of natives, all armed. On defiring them 
to inform him what was become of the wdiite men, they told him 
that they were gone to Sydney. This, however, did not fatisfy him, 
as he found that they had taken away the fails of the boat, the men’s 
blankets, and every thing that they had with them. He then threat- 
ened to kill them if they did not inftantly inform him, and prefented 
his mufquet ; at which they laughed, and faid, that if he did not go 
away, and leave them a fmall boat which he had with him, and the 
whale-boat, they would deftroy every white man there, and poifed 
their fpears in a threatening manner. He again levelled his mufquet, 
in the hope of alarming them ; but they were not fo eafily frightened, 
and became more noify and violent. Finding that an attack was al- 
raoft certain, he charged his gun with buck-lhot, and ordered them 
to leave the place ; but, their clamour increafing, he fired, and four 
of them fell, one of whom got up again and ran off, the other three 
remaining upon the ground, probably mortally wounded. The whole 
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difappearecl, leaving Hacking to fill his boat and efted his retreat un- 
molcftccl. The men who had been miffing, fome time after fortunately 
reached the fettlement. 

On the 24th, the Nautilus returned from Norfolk Ifland, and with 
her came in a Spanifli fhip, a prize to tv;o whalers, which they had 
Captured off Cape Blanco on the coafl of Peru. A Court of Vice- 
Admiralty having been aflcmbled, fhe was condemned as a legal prize, 
and part of her cargo fold by public audion. 

This was a new circumftance in the annals of the fettlement, and 
wore the appearance of rendering it of more confequence than it had 
hitherto been. Did it not go to prove, that at fome future period, 
in the event of a Dutch war, it miglit become a place of much im- 
portance, by oftering a reception to the prizes of our cruizers, a court 
whereat they could be condemned, and a market for their cargoes ? 

Two d ays afterwards the Norfolk returned from Norfolk llland, 
brineinct a confirmation of the entire failure of the maize harvefl. 

Every year’s experience proved, that that ifland never would be of 
the utility which might be expeded from the very great cxpence that 
was incurred on its account. It was probable, that this expence had 
not been adverted to in England ; for all the bills drawn there were fent 
to New South Wales to be confolidated into bills upon the treafury ; by 
w’hich means the expences of the principal fettlement appeared to be 
far more confiderable than in fad they were. The boall of its con- 
taining timber, and flax fit for naval purpofes, fufficient to conftrud 
and equip a navy, falls to the ground, when it is confidcred that the 
whole ifland does not contain a fmgle harbour, cove, or inlet, fit to 
fhelter a boat, much Icfs a fhip ; but that it is furrounded by a dan- 
ger us coral reef, which has proved the lofs of one King’s fhip, and 
many lives. Befidcs, the foil of New South Wales produces timber 
and flax perfedly calculated for all naval purpofes, and in fufficient 
abundance. If an idea may be hazarded. Van Diemen’s Ifland holds 
out in every refpeft a more advantageous fpot for a fettlement, where 
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the ipl^bitants would have every thing that Norfolk lUand has to 
offer, befides the fuperior benehts of a temperate climate and eUpa- 
cious harbour. 

In addition to the advantages likely to be obtained m New South 
Wales by the culture of the flax plant, the breed of flieep had been 
confiderably improved, by croffing the finall Bengal with the larger 
^apeflicep. The fleece produced from this mixture was excellent} 
and a fpeciraen' of woollen cloth fabricated of it was fent to England. 
One end of a web of linen, woven from the wild flax of the country, 
was croffed with a thread fpun from the bark of a tree ; and a web 
from that bark was croffed, in the fpeci men fent home, by a thread 
of wool. All thefe v»ere made undtjr many diflScplties.; but (liey an- 
fwered the purpofeof {hewing what might be dope, with proper tools, 
at a future period. There was not any.doubt, but that the flax plant 
would confiderably improve by cultivation } and the manufai^ure of 
woollens promifed to be of great benefit to the fettlemeat, whenever a 
fufficienev of .the mw materials fhould be colleded. 

' The difeovery of the vaft ftrata of coal muft be reckoned among 
the new lights thrown upon the refources of the eolony. The facility 
that' this prefents in .working the iron . ore with which tho fettlement 
ftbouaded, muft . prove of infinite utility, if a dOck-yard eypr be 

effsibltihed there. . : 


•“-'Oh the yi of May his Majefty’s fiaip Buffalo. .arrived foow l^glapd ; 
i|^!'Iaft from the Cape of Good Hppev. whei^cc .flie. brouglit fijfty-.fix 
. Wad of cattle. She had alfo on board fome tools and .a'rtielea of 
hardware for the ufe df the cidohy^ bpt, amfontuhately^^f 0:.b(Edding 


■Or clothing of any kind. 

The Tjatives, everhoftile to the Antlers, had lately, kiflad one of 
thefc natives -belonged to the teibe of ^ which Be<-0iuhwy was 


'•ite^cadef.' ■ ■ -.i i. • 

* ‘ 'Ravage as thefe oeihgs were toward the. .white people, 

yet they Icould unbend, and divert .tbeodklvieB tiwiih;fthe 
l^feef atirufomentsof fing^Ogand^daneJn^ ffheahaex^£»4ftAVlif<a 

- reprer 
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reprefcnts a party thus occupied, and gives a correO: view of their 
pcrfons and manners. The figure leaning upon his (hield, the atti- 
tude of the woman dancing, and the whole group, arc accurate deli- 
neations of a party aflTembled by the light of afire at the mouth of one 
of their excavated rocks. 

It might be fiippofed, that with this cxercifc, and the company of 
their females, their angry and turbulent paffions would be at reft, 
and the idea of murder could not enter tbeir minds ; yet have they 
been often known to ftart away, in fcarch of fomc unfufpedling ob- 
je£l of their hatred, who, before the morning, has received a dozen 
fpears through his body : and this is man in his uncultivated ftatc ! 

The weather nearly throughout the month of June had been ex- 
tremely tempeftuous, blowing a heavy gale from the fouthward, at- 
tended with a deluge of rain. The ravages of this ftonn were fo 
great, that the fettlement was thrown back a full twelvemonth in 
thofe works which at the time were expeded very ftiortly to be 
completed. The weather had never, from the cftabliftiment of the 
colony, been obferved to be fo fevere. The fettlement had, indeed, 
between the fires of the fummer, and the floods and gales of the win- 
ter, fuffered very confiderably. Added to thefc, at this time, were 
the inconveniences ariling from an unprodudive harvefl, from an 
exhaufted ftore in the very eflential articles of clothing and bedding, 
from the hoftile difpofition of many of the natives, and from the 
annihilation of morality, honefty, and induftry, in the major part of 
the colonifts. 

As this pidure is not exaggerated, the fituation and feelings of the 
rational pait of the fettlement were certainly not to be envied. 

• Every exertion was immediately made to remedy the misfortunes 
occafioned by the late tempeftuous weather. The ereding of a ftone 
prifon at Sydney being found to create much expenfe, as well as to 
require much time, the Governor called a meeting of the officers, 
principal inhabitants, and landholders, and propofed an aATefTment to 
be furniflied by each, as well of money as of labour j which was 
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readily agreed to on their part : and that neccfiliry building was 
thenceforth carried on at their cxpencc, the public ftores only fur- 
nifliing fuch iron as miglu be rcqulfitc. 

On the 29th, the ftiip Albion ancliorcd in tlic cove from England 
after a paflage of only three months and filreen days, the fliortell ever 
yet made to that country. Mr. Ebor Bunker, who had been at Port 
Jackfon before in the William and Ann tranfport, commanded the 
Albion, and was now^ feledlcd by her owners, Mefl'rs. CI;ampions, to 
give the whale-fifliing upon the coaft a complete and fair trial. For 
this purpofc, the fliip w^as htted out, w-ith the accuftomed liberality of 
thofc gentlemen, in the amplell manner, with every {lore that could 
be necelfary for her own ufe, and every comfort for her people. 

Fortunate would it have proved for the fettlement in general, had 
ihcfe and fueli rerpcifablc gentlemen been among the firft of thofc 
whofe fpeculativc views had induced them to embark their property 
in thefc undertakings : it wmuld then have efcaped the extortions 
which had been but too fuccefsfully pi'adiled by many others. 

The month of July commenced with a mofi; horrid murder, which 
was committed upon Mr. Samuel Clode, one of the miflionaries, who 
had fled for refuge from the hivagcs of Otaheitc, to the lefs tolerable, 
becaufe better inftrudlcd, civilized favages of Sydney. This aifl of 
more than favage barbarity was committed at the brick-fields, in the 
houfe of a foldicr. His brains were beaten out at the back of his head, 
with an axe, and his throat fo cut as nearly to fever the head from the 
body, which was then thrown into a law-pit. It w'as difeovered by 
a man who had been in the habit of concealing his hoc in the fame 
place : fuch arc the dire£lions of Providence ! 

The Criminal Court being convened, two men and one woman 
were on the clearcll evidence convided of the murder, and adjudged 
to luffer death. 

It appeared upon the trial, that the trifling fum of ten pounds, 
which one of the men, a foldier, had been indebted to Mr. Clode, 
prompted him to his dcftruclion. To effed this, he fignified to the 

I unfor- 



[July, 


4^5 ACCCVKi' OF TliF ENGLISH COLONY 

i 

niiA’rtunatc gentleman, that if he would call at his hut in tlie even- 
ii'.,-, lie wDuld pay him. He called accordingly; and while leaning 
o\ei a table to draw uji a receipt, received the firfl blow with the 
a\c, from the hand of Thomas Joi'.C!‘, the foldicr ; Alhury, the 
other nnn, who it had been agreed upon Ihould give it, havi: failed 
in his rehdution at the hioment when he was expedited to prove it. 

Thang ccnvieled on tlic 4t!\, they were executed on the 6th, upon 
the fi'Ot w’hcre the murder had been committed. The houfe was pulled 
down and burnt ; and the bodies of the two men were hung in chains 
near the place. That of the woman was delivered to the furgeon for 
difredlion. 

On the 26th of July the HilIrt)orough tranfport arrived from Eng- 
land, whence flic had failed wdtlt three hundred male convidts on 
board ; but from the raging of a gaol fever, that made its appear- 
ance foon after her departure, ninety-five had died during the voyage, 
and fix more were added to the number in a few days after they were 
lauded. 

it was impofliblc that any flrip could have been better fitted by 
government for the accommodation of prifouers, during fuch a voy- 
age, than was the Hillfbnrough ; but, unfortunately, they brought wnth 
them, perhaps, lurking in their clothing, a difeafe which hade de- 
fiance to all the meafurcs that could bo taken for their comfort and 
convenience. 

The hofpitals w'cre immediately filled with the furvivors, from 
whom no labour could, for a length of time, be expeded ; and they 
were fupplied with frefli meat 

Governor Hunter, in the beginning of Auguft, fpent fome days 
in an excurfion from Profpe£t-Hill to the fcttlemcnt which he had 
eftablifhed on the hanks of George’s River. Having before examined 
the country between Parramatta and the river, he now traced it in 
another diredion, and had the gratification of finding it equally fa- 
\'Ourable to cultivation with what he had before obferved. The 
diftance from the hill was about five miles, over c.xcellent ground, 

well 
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well adapfCvi both for cultivation and paflurap'’, au.l cqnn) ti'. .nu' o- 
tlic baulks of tb.c K.Ieof New .South Walc!'. H'he feulcrs, wlioni Is.' 
]\ad jil.'.ccil tlicrc, vcrc all doiiea; w.d, had not aiiv coinplaintf. If* 
n'.ake, and b.ad not hecii inoLTlod f</r ionic lime bv rlc. isuives. On 
(iolltinp tlicni, lie prociedcd down the ii\nr to •' .l i;,- L;,y, ami 
thence walked ovcr-laml to Sydney ; between which places there \fas 
mvJnm- hn» Irincn and uneven ground, but eierv wlieie covered Vvir.h 
l!ie iro))! beautiful floweniiie heath. 

Shoitly after his return, the Norfolk Hoop came in from the north- 
w.’.rd, having het n alifcnt rdiout fix weeks iijifm a particular ferviee •, 
tlie fohowin;’: account of which is taken fioin the ionrnal ol 
Jjiculcnant liiiulcrs, which he delivered to the (ioveraur after hi* 
arrival. 

'I’he CiowriK'i- being very defirous of gaining fornc information rc- 
fpeding ll c c(;;dl to tl’e northward of Ihirt jackfon, particularly of 
two large openings mrrkcd by (laptain Look, the Norfolk Hoop was 
manned with •volunteers from tb.c two King’s ihips ; and Licutcnanl 
Fiinders was accotrpanied by lamg-ive, a natl\c of the north fide of 
liroken Ihiy, wlio had been noted lor his good uilpofilion, and open 
and manly conduct. On tliis ferviee they had failed on the 8th of 
the preceding month. 

At half part feven in the morning of Sunday the 9t]i they founded ; 
but without finding ground with fifteen fathoms of line, at the 
diltance of half a mile from a finall reef of black rocks, which ran ofi' 
from a fugai-loaf point. There '-vcrc two very low', and therefore 
dangerous rocks, lying at S. eo f'.. three or four miles, and S. F. 
about two miles from this point. ’Fhcfc rocks require to be [iarti- 
cularly guarded againH by any vellcl coming near the land. 

.Sounding with ten fathoms of Ii;:e at h i!i a mile dIHance from the 
Hhore of Cape Hawke, they got ground. The two liills here men- 
tioned by (laptain Cock 'vcrc found to Hand upon the pitch of the 
Cape, and were covered with brulh down to the low cliHs. 1 he 
Hrata in thefe cliifs lay forty or fifty degrees fnnu the hori/.ontal line. 

3 s ' From 
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From the Cape the waft falU back« forming a kind of double hay. 
The land was low, and rofe, but very gradually, ridge over ridge 
inland to. a moderate height, the country looking pleafant eaoi%h 
from the fea ; but the trees appeared fmaft, and mixed with bruftt* 
wood. 

^^On the morning of the loth it was difcovered that the floop had 
unlbituni^ly fprung a very bad leak, which admitted fo much water 
as kept one pump conftantly at work, this was a ferious caufe of alarm ; 
and the maize with which-the ftoop had been before loaded was con- 
ttniirily choaking up the pump. 

After paffiag the Solitary Ifles, which Mr. Flinders thought might, 
with equal propriety, be termed the Miferable, from their fterile and 
uninviting appearance, they anchored in Shoal Bay, in two and a 
half fathoms water, on a hard (andy bottom. 

On examining this b^y iQ bis boat, he found it to be very fhallow. 
Having returned to the Hoop about noon, he landed on the fouth bead 
for the pUrpofe of obferving for the latitude. The meridional alti- 
tude of the fun gave 29” 26' 28" S* for the latitude of the entrance 
into the bay. 

. Nothing here jqppearing to merit more than a fuperficial examina^ 
tion, Mr. Flinders did not think it worth confumiqg much of his 
timk, and therefore got under way on the afternoon of the izth. 

.'On. the 15th, they were 13 miles diftant from Cape Byron j and at 
the tame time the peak of Mount Warning was juft appearing over 
it. Having hauled more off, to avoid the reef lying off Point Danger, 
.on the following morning they found themfelves at a conftderable 
diftance from the land. They now fieered weft for a large fpaoe^ 
where no land was vifible, and, perceiving breakers off the fouth point 
of the openiag, were fatisfied that this was Moreton Bay. Pafting 
kietweea thefe breakera and Point Lookout, they got ground in twenty 
fttshoms water. At tliey drew nearer,, there appeared to be a very 
lai|;e extent of water within the opening. The country to the lea- 
ward was wretchedly fandy. At duflc,. Cape h^eton bore weft, 
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diftant two or ibree miles; and the higheft glafs-houfe, whofe peak 
was juft prefenting itielf over the diftant land, had c^ned rcHind. it 
at W. 3* or 4* N. Two hummocks, refembllng hay>cocks, diftindl 
from any other land, opened foon after a few degrees to the fouth- 
ward. 

The veflel was now hauled in round Cape Moreton, to go into 
Glafs-Houfe Bay. While ranging within a mile of the ihore, ten 
natives were counted, half of whom were probably women, from 
their keeping behind the others. The men made many antic geftures. 
One had a green branch in his hand, which he waved to and fro at 
the extent of his arm, from the ground on one fide of him to that on 
the other ; and fome of them would run into the water occaftonally, 
and beat the furf with fticks. They appeared- to be friendly, ufing 
nearly the fame word in calling our people that would have been made 
ufe of by a Port Jackfon native, and ieemed deftrous that they ihould 
proceed up the bay. 

At eight in the evening they anchored about two miles from a low 
fandy fliore on the weft fide of the bay. 

The next morning Mr. Flinders went in his boat toward the open- 
ing, taking Bong-ree, the native, with him. As they approached the 
fandy point, fome dogs came down upon the beach ; and foon after 
feveral natives made their appearance, moft o^them carrying fifliing- 
nets over their ftioulders. They lay upon then? oars fome time, con- 
verting with them by tigns, and repeatii^ the words which they 
had made ufe of. As they feemed to be friendly, B(mg<-ree wilhed 
to make them a vitit ; and, fedng nothing among them but the 
pieces of tire-w(X>d which the natives utiially carry with them, be 
jumped on Chore, nstked, and as unarmed as they fhemfelves ap- 
peared. • ‘ 

He quickly made an exchange with the yarnribelt from hiswaift, 
for a fillet madeof kangooroo hair. The mufquets were kept at band 
in the boat, to be prepartd againft any treachery j bu4 every thing 
* 3 s 2 feem- 
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feeming to go on well, the natives appearing rather fliy than other- 
wife, Mr. Flinders joined his companion, taking his gun with him. 
By making friendly figns, laying down the gun, and offering them a 
woollen cap, he was fuffered to approach, and one took the cap ; 
but when Mr. Flinders made figns that he expefted to have his net- 
bag in return, he gave him to underhand that he mull firft give 
him his hat. This hat was made of the white filaments of the cab- 
bage-tree, and feeined to excite the attention and whhes of the whole 
party. 

As the hat was not given to him, he came forward, firft throwing 
the cap that he had received upon the bank behind him, to fecure it, 
and feemed very anxious for either the hat or gun, or both. Every 
thing, however, was carried on very amicably ; and Mr. Flinders, 
with his native, retreated flowly toward the boat ; but turned again, 
upon finding that they preffed clofe after them. One of them, then, 
laughing,' and talking at the fame time to Mr. Flinders, attempted to 
take the hat off his head with a long hooked ftick ; which, on his 
difeovering, created a laugh. Behind him another was ftretchingbut 
a long arm to the fame obje£k, but was fearful of coming near enough 
to reach it. 

On our people getting into the boat,, and ftioving her off into deep 
water, they did not feem pleafed, but tried to perfuade them to land 
again. Finding that ^ey could not fucceed, one of them threw his 
piece of fire-wood at them j but it falling Ihort, the matter was treated 
as a joke, and laughed at. On this another ran into the water, and 
threw his alfo; but it like wife fell fliort: he then took the hooked 
ftick, and Hipping off the hook, which, it feems, was only laftied or 
tied on, produced a fpear, with which he ran up to the middle in 
water, and threw at them by hand. It paffed over the centre of the 
boat, about a foot and a half above the gunwale, but touched no one. 
After this impudent and unprovoked attack, Mr. Flinders fnapped his 
gun at the man who had thrown the fpear; but the Hint having 
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received feme wet it miffed fire. He tried again j the gun again 
miffed fire. 

While this was tranfafting, the major part of the natives were ob- 
ferving Mr. Flinders’s motions with much unconcern. On a third 
trial the gun went off. The man in the water fell flat, as did every 
individual among them j but thofe on the fhore ran- off almoft infian- 
taneoufly, and fcrainbled away toward the bank, fome upright, and 
fome upon their hands and feet. One of the people in the boat then 
fired among them, and they fell again upon their faces ; but very 
foon rofe and fled behind the bank into the wood. Even the man in 
the water rofe and made off, but fo flowly, ftooping very much, and 
holding one hand to his back, that it was concluded he had been 
wounded ; and he looked every now and then over his fhoulder, as 
if e.vpeding to fee the fpcar that he fuppofed muft be flicking in his 
back. According to Bong-ree’s account, another native had his arm 
broken by the fecond fhot. 

As this wanton attack had unfortunately obliged the party to fire 
upon thefe people, in order to maintain that fuperiority which they 
meant upon all occafions to affert, Mr. Flinders thought it might be 
the means of preventing much future mifehief, to give them a more 
extenfive idea of his power, and thereby deter them from any future 
attempt in his intcrcourfe with them. For as thi^bay^was to be ex- 
amined, and the leak which the floop had fprung was to be flopped 
there, it became more than probable that they would often meet ; 
and he was well fatisfied of the great influence which the awe of a 
fuperior power has in favages to cieate refped, and render their com- 
munications friendly. 

In this view, with two mufquet balls in his gun, he fired at a man 
who was looking at them from among the trees. One of thefe balls 
touched the edge of the bank in a right line for him j the other paffed 
over. They afterwards landed, intending to bring away the nets^ 
which it was fuppofed they had in their flight and alarm forgotten. 

On 
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On going upon the bank, previoufly to afeertain the pofition of the 
enemy, he faw feveral of them running different ways among the 
trees, apparently with a defign of coming round upon them ; and, 
not knowing their force or numbers, Mr. Flinders direded the native 
and a man who had alfo landed to return to the boat j but Bong-ree 
thought that they were running to conceal themfelves. They had not 
left their nets. 

From the low fandy point where this affair happened, and which 
obtained the name of Point Skirmifh, they proceeded up the opening, 
which proved to be the river leading to the Glafs-Houfc peaks. Thefe 
peaks ftood upon the low flat ground, confiderably within tlie moun- 
tains, and, as far as could be judged, had every appearance of being 
volcanic. That they were fo, indeed, was in foine meaiure corro- 
borated by the quantity of pumice-ftone which was- lying at high- 
water mark upon the eaftern fliore of the river, on which Mr. Flinders 
had landed to mark the nature and appearance of the country, not 
being able, from the ftrength of the ebb-tide, to proceed far in his 
boat. 

Five or fix huts, from twelve to fifteen feet in length, were feed 
(landing near each other. They refembled a covered arch-way, 
rounded at the far end. In one of them was found a fmall and very 
light (hield, and in another an old net, which had a bag to it, and 
was knotted and made in the fame way as it would have been if made 
by an European feine-makcr. It appeared to be intended for a fcoop- 
net. There were marks of a large kangooroo having pafled, and 
many traces of dogs were vifible on the beach. 

Mr. Flinders, on his return to the floop, was informed that the leak 
had been found to have been occalioned by the darting of a plank 
from the timber, about three or four ftreaks from the keel. It had 
been filled up with oakum, fince which (he made but little water, 
lying at anchor. 


From 
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From the fitiiation in which the floop lay, the bay had not any 
appearance of clofing round, but feemed to promife a large river at 
its head, and a communication with Moreton Bay, if not fomething 
more intereliing. 

At three in the afternoon they got under weigh to proceed up this, 
river, ftanding to the fouthward until dark, at which time they an- 
chored, about three miles from the weftcrn (hore, in five fathoms, 
on a foft muddy bottom j whereas the ground before had always been 
fandy. 


CHAP. 


V 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

FURTTICR PROCEEDINGS IN GLASS-HOUSE BAY.— RED CUFF POINT. — MORE- 

TON BAY. THE SLOOP PREPARED FOR AN ATTACK ON THE NATIVES. 

THE EVE'NT. — ENTER PUMICE-STONE RIVER. — SEE SOME NATIVE.S. THE 

LEAK IN THE SLOOP STOPPED. — INTERVIEW'S WTTII NATIVES. — MR. FLIN- 
DERS VISITS THE GLASS HOUSE PEAKS. — ACCOUNT OF THE COUNFRY.-i- 
RETURN DOW'N THE RIVER. — OTHER INTERVIEW'S W'lTH NATIVES. — 
THEIR MANNER OF SINGING. — DANCING. — OTHER PARTICULARS OF, ANl* 
SOME CONJECTURES RESPECTING THEM. — QUIT PUMICE-STONE RIVER 
AND GLASS-HOUSE BAV. — THE NORFOLK PROCEEDS TO flERVEV’s BAY. — 
SOME ACCOUNT OF IT. — SHE RETURNS TO PORT JACKSON. — PUBLIC 
WORKS. — THE GOVERNOR CROSSES THE NLPF.AN. — THE RELIANCE SAILS 
FOR NORFOLK ISLAND. — THE WALKER ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND WITH 
LIEUTENANT-COLONEL PATERSON. — DISPATCHES RECEIVED. — STORM OF 
W'IND. — SETTLERS DISSATISFlfD. — A SPANISH PRIZE ARRIVES. —A CRI- 
MINAL COURT HELD, — GAOL BURNT AT PARRAMATTA. 

day-light in the morning of Wednefday the 17th, the Hoop 
was got under weigh, and anchored about half paft ten o’clock, 
a mile and a half from a point with red cliffs. A little to the 
weftward of Red Cliff Point, Mr. Flinders found the latitude to be 
27“ 16' 25" fouth. The rocks here were of ftone, ftrongly impreg- 
nated with iron, having fome fmall pieces of granite and cryftal fcat- 
tered about the fhore. 

On the following morning they parted two iflands, and afterwards 
two fmaller, one of which was covered with wood. Another illand, 
apparently larger than either of the four above mentioned, appeared at 
the diftance of about five miles. Reckoning the northernmoft of thefe 
four iflands to be tb firft in number, they made their courfc good for 
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the third iHand, after tacking; and the water deepened almod imme- 
diately to fix fathoms. 

At this time their attention was much attracted by a party of natives 
from thefe ifiandS) who appeared to be ftanding up in their canoes, and 
pulling toward them with all their ftrength, and in very regular order. 
They feemed to have long poles or fpears in their hands, with which 
alfo they appeared to be paddling ; the whole of them fliifting their 
hands at the fame inftant, after the manner of the South-fea iflanders. 
As about twenty of them were counted, and feemed to be coming on 
with much refolution, our people prepared for whatever might be the 
event. The floop was put under eafy fail, her decks cleared of every 
incumbrance, and each man was provided with a competent number 
of muiket-halls, piftol-balls, and buck-fhot, which were to be ufed as 
the dittance might require ; for it was intended that not a man Oiould 
efcape if they commenced an attack. 

Thus prepared, they bore toward them, finding that with all their 
exertions they did not approach much nearer to the veflel. But, how 
great was their furprife on difeovering, that, inftead of advancing in 
canoes to attack them, they were ftanding upon a large flat, that fur- 
rounded the third ifland, driving fifli into their nets, and that they 
had but two canoes among them ! They were ftanding in a line, 
Iplalhing In the water with long fticks, firft for fome time on one 
fide, and then all Ihifting to fplalh on the other. Thus this hoftile 
array turned out to be a few peaceable filhermen : peaceable indeed; 
for on the approach of the veflel they funk their canoes upon the flat, 
and retreated to the ifland, where they made their fires. 

The flood-tide having ceafed to run, they anchored at noon, and by 
the fun’s meridional altitude, in 27“ 27' 16 ' fouth latitude. The third 
ifland, on which the natives were, bore W. 4* S. one and a half or 
two miles diftant, and the centers of the two northern ones N. 40“ and 
N. 15® W. The entrance from Moreton Bay bearing N. 68* E. from 
this anchorage, corroborated its latitude by the obfervation of the 
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14th, which was taken on the fca fide of it, although it difFercd con- 
fiderably from that given by Captain Cook. 

On the floop Handing near the fouth part cf the fhoal that ap- 
peared to furround the ifland to which the natives had retired, one of 
them came down abreaft of the veflel, making the fame geftures, and 
running backwards and forwards, as others had done before ; but 
little attention was paid to him, Mr. Flinders being more intent on 
getting as far up the bay as poflible while the tide favoured him. 

Early the next morning (Sunday the 21ft), Mr. Flinders went in 
his boat to examine Pumice Stone river, and the entrance into it. On 
approaching Point Skirmifh, five or fix natives came down to the 
boat unarmed, and, by friendly geftures and offers of their girdles 
and fmall nets, endeavoured to perfuade him to land. He could not 
fatisfy himfclf whether they had any treacherous defign in this, or 
whether their prefenting themfelves unarmed proceeded from any 
confidence which they might have felt, that neither himfelf nor his 
people would hurt them if they were not the aggrelTors. In this point 
of view the ofi*er of their girdles and nets might have been meant as 
an atonement for their former condudl ; he did not, however, choofe 
to truft them, but proceeded to examine the river. 

When they had nearly reached the end of their excurfion, two na- 
tives came down to the beach, and feemed defirous for them to land. 
There being a dry fand at a fufficient diftance to be out of the reach 
of fpears, they put afhore upon it. On Mr. Flinders taking up his gun 
to fireut two red-bills, the natives ran into the woods j but on Bong- 
rce’s advancing that way they returned, and he made a friendly ex- 
change for their hair fillets and belts, giving them a white woollen 
cap in return, and came to the boat for a piece of white cloth and 
fome bifeuit for them. During this time Mr. Flinders was on fhore 
upon the fand bank with a gun, to cover him in cafe their behaviour 
fhould be unfriendly. On his advancing toward them, they were 
very vociferous for him to remain at a difiance, and would on no 
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account admit of his approaching without laying down his gun. This 
place was about fix miles from Point Skirtnifh ; but it was evident that 
the fame and dread of their fire-arms had reached thus far, and were 
moft probably incrcafcd by the fliooting of the fwans, which they 
mu ft have witnefled. 

In their return down the river, they were called to by a man on 
the weft fide, w’ho had a fpcar in his har.d ; but two women and fe- 
veral children being behind argued rather againft any premeditated 
hoftility. The women and children retired on their approaching 
the fliore ; but they were obferved to be peeping at them from 
behind the huflics. This man made great exclamations for the 
muficct to be laid down, calling out “ woo-rah, woo-rah,” as others 
had done, and feemed pleafed when it w'as complied with ; but he 
could not have heard many particulars of their weapons; for, on 
pointing a mufquet toward him to try the experiment, he did not 
appear to be fenfible of the danger to himfelf in that cafe. As he did 
not choofe to quit his fpear, and the fun was defeending, they did not 
land, but backed in near enough to throw him a yarn flocking, which 
they fliewxd him was to be worn as a cap with a tail to it, and then 
parted good friends. 

Monday the 2 2d was pafled in getting the floop into the river, which 
with fomc difficulty was acconipliffied, having to find out a channel 
through an infinity of ffioals. Having completely flopped the leak in 
his veffel and re-ftowed her, he loft no time in profecuting his intended 
excurfion to the Glafs-Houfe Peaks. Previous to their departure, three 
natives made their appearance upon the beach, a fliort diftance below 
the veflel, and unarmed as before. Bong-ree went up to' them in 
his ufual undaunted manner ; but they would not fufter Mr. Flinders 
or any of his party to approach them, without firft laying down their 
mulkets. Prefents were made them of yarn caps, pork, and bifeuit, 
all of which they eagerly took, and made figns for Bong-ree to go 
with them, and they would give him girdles and fillets, to bind round 
his head and the upper parts of his arms. So long as their vifitors 
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confifted only of two, the natives were lively, dancing and finging 
in concert in a very pleafing manner ; but the number of white men 
having imperceptibly increafed to eight, they became alarmed and 
fufpicious, feeming to look with a jealous eye upon a fhot-belt that 
Mr. Flinders vrorc, and which, though they did not rightly know 
how, might fome way or other be a deadly w'eapon. 

Obferving this, he gave it to one of the people to take away. Three 
of the failors, who were Scotchmen, were defired to dance a reel; but, 
for want of mulic, they made a very bad performance, which was 
contemplated by the natives without much amufement or curiofity. 
Finding that they could not be perfuaded to vifit the floop, our people 
parted from them in a very friendly manner. 

On the 25th they turned two or three miles further up the river, 
and anchored near the place on the weftern fhore, where the man who 
had a family with him had called to them : at this time they faw a 
fire, and heard feveral younger female voices in the fame place. 

On the following morning Mr. Flinders took the boat up a branch 
that pointed towards the Peaks, and got a fight of the fiat-topped peak 
at times, which, appearing to be confiderably nearer than the higheft 
Glafs-Houfe, was that which he meant firft to vifit ; but, obferving 
tliai one of the round mounts with .floping fides was ftill nearer, he 
altered his courfe for it j and, after walking about nine miles from the 
boat, reached the top. The mount was a pile of ftoncs of all fizes, 
moftly loofe near the furface. The decayed vegetable matter that waa 
lodged in the cavities produced a thick covering of long, but rather 
fpindly grafs, very fit for thatch from its length. The afeent was 
difficult, and fiinilar to that up Mount Dire^lion, which fiands on 
the eaft bank of the Derwent river inVan Diemen's Land. The trees 
upon the^mount were the fame as on the level ground, but taller and 
more llraight. 

From the fummit of this mount, the view of the Bay and neigh- 
bouring country was very extenfive. The uppermoft part of the bay 
appeared at S. 24* £. and moft probably communicated with a line of 
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water which was vifible at S. 1 2“ E. where there were feveral diftinft 
columns of fmoke. This laft bearing, which Mr. Flinders appre- 
hended to be near the head of the river, he was not permitted to enter 
with the Hoop, from the intricacy of the channel, and the Ihortnefs of 
the time which remained for his excurfion. 

At feven the next morning they found themfelves under the fteep 
clliTs of the fiat-topped peak. The (lone of which this was compofed 
was of a whitifli call, clofc-graincd and hard, but not heavy. It was 
not firatified, but there were many fifiures in it. At a little difiance 
from the peak there were fome pieces of a reddifli-coloured fione and 
fome fmall pieces of granite fcattered about. 

Mr. Flinders was fomewhat furprifed at not meeting with any vol- 
canic appearances, as the pumice fione in the river, and the fituation 
of thofe fiupendous peaks, fianding upon low fiat ground, had led him 
to form fome anxious expeditions on that head. But it muft be ob- 
ferved, that, although he could not difiinguilh any traces of fcoria, 
lava, bafaltes, or other igneous remains, yet they might fiill exift, 
more efpecially about the high glafs-houfe, which he did not vifit. 

As the fieepnefs of its Tides forbade all idea of reaching the fummit 
of the flat-topped peak, he direded his courfe to the river. The traces 
of men or animals were but very few, and had been but rarely met 
with in the upper parts of this excurfion ; and no where did he meet 
with any land that was calculated for the produdion of wheat. 

Having reached the floop in the evening, the following morning 
they got under weigh. There were many natives on the Ihore abreafi: 
of them, who Teemed particularly anxious to be vifited, dancing and 
Tinging to attrad attention, and exprefs their own good-will j and, 
when they could not prevail upon our people to land, they followed 
the floop along the banks, their hopes Teeming to revive by the trips 
which in tacking they occafionally made towards the fiiore. 

Not being able to get out of the river in one tide, they anchored 
about a mile Ihort of the entrance, to cut fome fire-wood. There was 
a houfe and feveral natives near the place, with whom Bong-ree was 
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in converfation when the tree fell { the craflx and report of which 
ftartled them a good deal, and might probably affift in giving them a 
higher idea of the power of their vifitora, Thefe people were ftill 
very averfe from the appearance or approach of a mufquet, keeping 
a watchful eye upon their flighteft movement. 

The gallant and unfufpediing native, Bong-ree, made them a pre- 
fent of one of his fpears, and a thro wing- ft ick, of which he ftiewed 
them the ufe, for they appeared to be wholly ignorant of the latter ; 
and their weapons of the former kind were inferior to his. 

Very bad weather detained Mr. Flinders here for two days, during 
which they were occafionally vifited by the natives, who came down 
upon both Tides of the river, and entertained them with Tinging and 
dancing. Not a Tpear was at any time to be Teen among them. 

A party who went to the eaftern ftiore to procure fire-wood, and 
to comply with the define which the natives had To often exprefled of 
feeing them land among them, found them ftilt timorous ; but, on 
being encouraged and requefted by figns to Ting, they began a fong 
in concert, which adlually was mufical and pleafing, and not merely 
in the diatonic Tcale, defeending by thirds, as at Port JackTon ; the 
defeent of this was waving, in rather a melancholy Toothing drain. 
The fong of Bong-ree, which he gave them at the conclufion of theirs, 
founded barbarous and grating to the ear j but Bong-ree was an in- 
different fongfter, even among his own countrymen. 

Thefe people, like the natives of Port Jackfon, having fallen to the 
low pitch of their voices, recommenced their fong at the odiavc, 
which was accompanied by flow and not ungraceful motions of the 
body and limbs, their hands being held up in a fupplicating pofture ; 
and the tone and manner of their fong and geftures Teemed to befpeak 
the good-will and forbearance of their auditors. Obferving that they 
were attentively liftened to, they each feledled one of our people, and 
placed his mouth clofe to his ear, as if to produce a greater efFe<ft, or, 
it might be, to teach them the fong, which their filent attention might 
feem to exprefs a defire to learn. As a recompence for the amufe- 
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ment they had afforded, Mr. Flinders gave them fome worfted caps, 
and a pair of blanket trovefers, with which they feemed well pleafed. 
Several other natives now made their appearance ; and it was fome 
time before they could overcome their dread of approaching the 
flrangeis with their fire-arms; but, encouraged by the three who 
were with them, they came up, and a general fong and dance waa 
commenced. Their finging was not confined to one air ; they gave 
three. 

Of thofe who laft came, three were remarkable for the largenefs of 
their heads; and one, whofe face was very rough, had much more 
the appearance of a baboon than of a human being. He was covered 
with oily foot ; his hair matted with filth ; his vifage, even among his 
fellows, uncommonly ferocious ; and his very large mouth, befet with) 
teeth of every hue between black, white, green, and yellow, ,fome- 
times prefented a fmile which might make any one fhudder. . 

When thefe people joined the party, the ftrangers were lhown,\ 
and their names feverally told to them, until they had gotten the pro- - 
nunciation. This ceremony was reciprocal, and accorded with what. 
Captain Cook had faid before of an inhabitant; of Endeavour River. . 
“ He introduced the ftrangers by name, a ceremony which upon fuch - 
occafions was never omitted.” The difference of latitude between ; 
thefe two places is 1 1“ 39', or feven hundred miles. 

With regard to the comparative fize of thefe people, they were evi- 
dently fomewhat lower than the common ftandard of Englifhmen, and . 
perhaps fmaller in every refpeift, except in the difproportionate fize 
of the head ; and indeed this was not general. In the features of the 
face, particularly in the elongation of the lower ones, in the fmall ■ 
calf to the leg, and the curve of the thigh, they bore a general refem- 
blance to the natives of , Port Jackfon. 

A hawk prefenting himfelf, Mr. Flinders thought it a good oppor- 
tunity of fibewing his new friends a fpecimen of the effed and cer- 
tainty of his fire-arms. He made them comprehend what was in- 
tended^ , 
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tended, when their agitation was fo great that they fcemed on the 
point of running into the woods ; however, an expedient to detain 
them was devifed ; the feamen placed them in a clufter behind them- 
felves, and in this fituation they anxioufly faw Mr. Flinders fire at the 
bird. What muft have been his fenfations at this moment ! the hawk 
flew away. This difappointment brought to his recolleilion how in- 
effedual had been foine former attempts of his to imprefs them with 
an idea of the fuperior refinement of his followers. Bong-ree, his 
mufician, had annoyed his auditors with his barbarous founds ; and 
the clumfy exhibition of his Scotch dancers had been viewed by them 
without wonder or gratification. 

It is almoft unneceflary to fay that thefe people go naked. They, 
however, wore belts round the waift, and fillets about the head and 
upper part? of the arms. Thefe were formed of hair, twifted into 
yarn-like threads, and then into bandages, moftly reticulated. Indeed, 
the inhabitants of this bay appeared to polTefs, in general, a very 
pointed difference from,' if not a fuperiority over, thofe of New South 
Wales, particularly in their net-works. There was no doubt but they 
were provided with nets for catching very large fifh, or animals j as 
the fragments of one were picked up, the mefhes of which were wide 
enough to admit the efcape of a moderate-fized porpoife j and the line 
of which it was made was from three quarters to an inch in circum- 
ference. 

Mr. Flinders was x>{ opinion, that this mode of procuring their 
food would caufe a charaderiftic difference between the manners, and 
perhaps the difpofitions of thefe people, and of thofe who moftly 
depend upon the fpear or fizgig for a fupply. In the one cafe, there 
muft neceflarily be the co-operation of two or more individuals, who 
therefore, from mutual neceflity, would affociate together. It is fair 
lo luppofe, that this affociation would, in the courfe of a few genera- 
tions, if not much fooner, produce a favourable change in the manners 
and difpofitions even of a lavage. In the other cafe, the native who 
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depends upon his fizgig or his fpear for his fupport, depends upon 
his fingle arm, and, requiring not the aid of fociety, is indifferent 
about it, but prowls along, a gloomy, unfettled, and unfocial being. 
An inhabitant of Port Jackfon is feldom feen, even in the populous 
town of Sydney, without his fpear, his throwing-ftick, or his club. 
His fpear is his defence againft enemies. It is the weapon which he 
ufes to puniih aggreffion and revenge infult. It is even the inftru- 
ment with which he correds his wife in the laft extreme ; for in their 
paflion, or perhaps oftener in a fit of jealoufy, they fcruple not to in- 
fli£l death. It is the play-thing of children, and in the hands of per- 
fons of all ages. It is cafy to perceive what effedl this mud have 
upon their minds. They l-ecotne familiarifed to wounds, blood, and 
death j and, repeatedly involved in fleirmilhes and dangers, the native 
fears not death in his own perfon, and is confcquently carelefs of in- 
flitfling it on others. 

The net alfo appearing to be a more certain fource of food than the 
fpear, change of place will be lefs neceffary. The incumbrance too of 
carrying large nets from one place to another will require a more per- 
manent refidence j and hence it would naturally follow, that their 
houfes would be of a better conflruflion. Thofe which had been 
met with in Shoal Bay and Glafs-Houfe Bay were certainly far fupe- 
rior to any that had been feen in the neighbourhood of Port Jackfon ; 
and this fuperiority Mr. Flinders attributed to the different mode of 
procuring fifh which had been adopted by the inhabitants. 

During the time the floop remained in Glafs-Houfe Bay they fcarce- 
ly faw any of the women. 

Of their canoes but little could be reported, the only one that Mr. 
Flinders had an opportunity of obferving was formed of the ftringy 
bark, and was much larger than any ufed at Port Jackfon. The ends 
of it were tied up in the fame manner ; but it was misfhapen and 
clumfy. Not any of the natives ever attempted to approach the Hoop 
in canoes, although at times eight or ten were feen ftanding together, 
who appeared very defirous of having a communication with it. 

3 » 


On 



5‘4 


ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH COLONY [Septembe^j 


On Wednefday the 31ft, they got under weigh with the weather 
tide, and beat out of the river. Having paflcd fifteen days in Glafs- 
Houfe Bay, Mr. Flinders was enabled to form his judgment of it. It 
was fo full of flioals, that he could not attempt to point out any paf- 
fage that would lead a (hip into it without danger. The eafi: fide of 
the Bay had not been founded ; if any exifted, it would probably be 
found on that fide. 

Mr. Flinders’s next place of deftination was Hervey’s Bay, which 
he reached in two days, and where he remained till the 7th ; during 
which time he had failed round the interior of it, but without b^ing 
able to enter any opening that might have led him to a river. 

Having cleared the point of Break-fea Spit, on Thurfday the 1 8th 
he proceeded on his return to Port Jackfon. Pafliing the land between 
Smoky Cape and the Solitary Ifles in the day, which had before been 
pafied in the night, he obferved that it feemed to be higher than moft 
parts of its coaft in the neighbourhood, Mount Warning excepted ; 
and even there it^as not fo high near the fhore. The .view that Mr, 
Flinders had of the land at fun-fet, when Smoky Cape bore S. 25“ W. 
diftant five or fix leagues, induced him to think it probable that there 
might be an opening to the northward of it. 

In the afternoon of the i8ih, there being but little wind, and the 
weather fine, they were attended by feveral very large fpermaceti 
w'hales. Thefe were not more than twice the floop’s length from her, 
coming upon either fide, at times very near her, and remained play- 
ing, or perhaps feeding in this way, for more than two hours. 

'J'beir appearance was followed in the evening by a gale from the 
S. W. which reduced them to their ftorm fails, and compelled them 
to keep off and on during the night. The wind, however, moderate 
ing the next day, Mr, Flinders concluded his labours at dufle in the 
evening of the aoth ; at which time he fecured his little veffel along- 
fide his Majefty’s Ihip the Reliance in Port Jackfon. 
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We muft here take leave of Captain Flinders, whofe ikill in explo- 
ring unknown coafts and harbours, fo amply maoifefted in this excur^ 
fion, creates an additional intereft in the luccefs of his prefent under- 
taking., 

The convlOs brought out by the Hillfborough being mofliy reco- 
vered from tiie difeafe and weakntfs with which they landed, feme 
additional flrength was gained to the public gangs j and the different 
works in hand went on with more fpirit than they had done for fome 
time pcift. In addition to the battery which, under the diredion of 
Lieutenant Kent, liad been conftruded by the feainen of the Supply 
on the caft point of the cove, the work on Point Mafkelyne had been 
raifed and completed with embrafures. Some guns were placed in a 
commanding fituation above the wind-mill on the weft fide; and a 
work had been creded ufion Garden Ifland ; fo that, in poiqt of 
defence, the fettlement wore a refpedable appearance. The weather 
had for fome time been moderate and temperate. 

On the 24tlj of September the Governor fet off on a vifit to the 
wild cattle. Leaving Parramatta on the 24th, he croffed the Nepean 
the following day, but much further to the northward than he had 
done before. In this diredion he and his party traverfed a new trad 
of country, which was not only beautiful to the eye but highly cal- 
culated for cultivation and paftufage. 

On their arrival at the Cow-pafture Plains, they fell in with a herd 
of the cattle, about twenty in number, and fo extremely fierce, that, 
had it not been for the dogs which were with them, they would pro- 
bably have been attacked. Some natives, who had accompanied the 
Governor, were fo alarmed, that they availed themfelves of their ex- 
pertnefs in climbing trees, and left their friends to provide for their 
own fafety how they could. Thefe dogs having been bunted at the, 
cattle, much againft the Governor’s wifli, by fome of the party (who 
did it, as not thinking their fituation perfedly fafe), the animals were 
difmayed at the unufual appearance and went off; but ahull calf, 

3 u a about 



5i6 account of THE ENGLISH COLONY [NoviMBrR, 

a&out fix weeks old, was detained by the dogs. Him the Governor 
direded to be let inftantly loofe ; but het’e a ftrange circumftaiice oc- 
curred. There were three horfes with the party, and the calf would 
not quit them ; but running between their legs, cried out for the 
flock, which, from his bellowing, there was reafon to apprehend 
would return, to the great danger of the party. One of the gentle- 
men was therefore obliged to flop his cries by (hooting him through 
the head } and the whole regaled upon veal, a rare di(h in that 
country. 

On quitting the Cow-pafture Plains, the party eroded the river 
again, higher up than they had formerly done ; and were led for 
about four miles over a mountainous country, but adapted cither for 
tillage or pafture. They then croflTed a fine trad of level land, rich 
in the moft luxuriant grafs, and uncommonly well watered, chains of 
ponds being found every two or three miles. 

On the 2d of November, His Majelly^s (hip the Reliance failed 
with the relief of the military on duty at Norfolk Illand ; and on the 
following day the (hip Walker arrived from England. On board her 
came Lieutenant-Colonel Paterfon, and Captain Abbot of the New- 
South Wales corps. 

Difpatches were at this time received ; whereby the Governor being 
direded to caufe a regifier to be kept of all (hips entering inwards 
and clearing outwards of the harbour, he appointed Richard Atkins,. 
£fq* to that fervice ; and it became an article in the port orders which 
were delivered to the mailers of (hips upon their arrival, that they 
were not upon any account to break bulk, or attempt to land any ar- 
ticle whatever, until an account of the (hip,, her commander, and 
cargo had been laid before the Governor. It was at the fame time 
(ignified, that no boat, or any per(bn whomfoever, except the pilot, 
(uch officer as might be fent by the Governor, and the perfon ap-^ 
pointed to fill up the regifter, (hould ever board ftrange (hips enter- 
port, uotU the above information, had been- regular^ and. 
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fuUy obtained. It was conjedvired, that this meafure of regvftenng 
fliips was preparatory to the eftablifhment of duties and a cudom- 
houfe. 

By the Walker four iron twelve- pounders were received, and in- 
formation that copper coin to the amount of 550I. was in the Por- 
poife, whofe arrival might be daily looked for. This would certainly 
have been a mofl; comfortable accommodation to the people in their 
various dealings with each other; as it might have been marked, to 
prevent its being taken out of the colony. If it fhould ever be found 
convenient by Government to order a filver coinage for the ufe of the 
fettlement, if it was fixed at not more than half or two thirds of the 
intrinfic value of what it might pafs for, fo as to render the lofs con- 
fiderable to any one attempting to carry it away, it would be felt as a 
confiderable advantage, and would eife^tually prevent the forgeries ta- 
which a paper currency is liable. 

The wheat crops in this month, nearly ready for the reaper, wore 
the moft proraifing appearance ; the ftalks every where, particularly 
at 'the Hawkefbury, bending beneath the weight of the richeft ears of 
corn ever beheld in any country. But, like other countries, a crop 
was never to be reckoned in this, until it was gathered into the barn.. 
About the middle of the month there fell a very heavy ftorm of rain 
and hail from the S. £. that beat all the fruit off the trees, and de- 
Aroyed the gardens in and about Sydney, doing much damage to the 
wheat, particularly at the Hawkefbury, where it likewife beat down ■ 
one end of the public ftore. This deftrudlive weather, having fub— 
fided for a day, recommenced and -continued to rage, attended with 
tremendous peals of thunder and fialhes of lightning, for the fpace of. 
five days without intermifiion, when it again cleared up; and to in- 
creafe the vexation,, myriads of caterpillars were found ddlroying the 
young maize. 

That it might be exadtly known what was the produce of this year’s 
harveft, proper people were appointed, order of. the. Governor, 

to. 



5'8 


* AC( OUNr bF THE ENGLISH COLONY 


to vifit each diflrltfl j and, from the refpeflive owners, to collctTb an 
accoinii of what each farm had produced. 

Th; Icttlers bci.ng diflatisfed with a redudl'on in tlie price of grain 
wliich had been ordered, prcfented petitions to the Governor, in whicli 
they ftatcd the various hardthips that for a confidera'de time paft they 
had laboured under, in the hope that he might be induced to receive 
ilie crops of the prcfent fcafon at the ufual price. Having taken their 
petitions it»to confideration, he defired them to recollcdt, that four years 
flnce he had given them notice, that the high price of grain could 
not be continued longer than that fcafon ; and though he had not any 
doubt of their iiaving fuftained the lofles which they reprefented, and 
they muft be fenfible that he had ufed every means in his power to 
remove and relieve their misforiune.s ; yet his duty to Government 
compelled him to adhere to the redudtion of which they complained. 
At the fame time, he could not avoid obferving, that fome of thefe 
misfortunes had, in many inftances, proceeded from a want of that 
attention to their own intereft, which every man pofleffing common 
diferetion would have fhewn j many of them having parted with their 
laft buihel for the gratification of the moment, thereby reducing their 
families to dlfirefs. 

He likewife informed them, that Government had a ferious inten- 
tion, as early as the public concerns of the nation would admit, of 
adminiftering every poifible relief, by fupplying the inhabitants, at a 
moderate price, with fuch necefifaries and (Comforts as they might 
require. 

In the courfe of December a Spanilh fhip anchored in the cove. 
She was a prhe to three whalers, who had taken her near Cape Co- 
rientes, on the coaft of Pera. Her cargo confifted chiefly of bad fpirits 
and wine ; which, on her being condemned as a lawful prize, were 
removed to the Supply, and an order was given oUt, ftridly forbid- 
ding th< landing of any fpirits, wine, or even malt liquor, until a re- 
gular permit had been firft obtained. 
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At length the commiffiiry was enabled to iflue fomc flop clothing 
to the convidts, a quantity having been received by the Walker ; but, 
unfortunately, much of what had been put on board arrived in a very 
damaged flate. 

The court of criminal judicature was aflembled on- the i6th, when 
a convidt was found guilty of forgery, and received fentence of death j 
Inii as this had been determined by the majority of one voice only, 
whereas the letters patent for eUablifliing the court exprefsly fay, that 
five of the members are to concur in a capital cafe, this bufinefs was,, 
as provided by the patent, to be referred to the King in council. It 
is to be hoped that this circumftance will but feldom occur ; as the 
objedt of it muft, during the reference, remain a prifoner, with all the 
miferablc fenfations that a perfon would experience under fentence of 
death. The time that he muft linger in this unfortunate fituation could 
not be well lefs than fifteen or eighteen months j and admitting that 
the length of it might deaden the acutenefs of his firft fenfations, and : 
diminilh his fears as to the event, yet how would the horror of his 
fituation be aggravated, Ihould, unhappily for him, the fentence be 
at laft confirmed by the royal approbation ! 

This month faw a fecond gaol deftroyed by fire. It was the log- 
gaol at Parramatta. The prifoners confined in it were with di/ficulty 
fnatched from tlie flames : but fo miferably fconched, that one of them 
expired after having lingered a few days. No doubt remaining of 
U)is being the work of villany, a large reward was o&red for the de- 
tedion of the unfeeling and depraved perpetrator of fo truly diabolical 
an ad, and which had been a fecond time committed in the fame 
fcttlement ; a circumftance that even ftaggers credulity. What in- 
tereft, what motive could impel them to fo wicked, and at the fame 
time fo ufelefs a proceeding ? The deftrudion of the building, they 
muft conclude, would be inftantly follovrcd by the eredion of 
another, at vi’hich they themfelveB muft labour ! Could it be for 
the purpofe of throwing obftacles in the way of Government ? that ■ 

Government,, 
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Government, which had ever been mild and not coercive ; which 
had ever ftood forward to alleviate their miferies, and often ex* 
tended the arm -of mercy, when their crimes called aloud for that 
of punifliment ; and yet on no other principle can it be accounted 
for. May the annalift whofe bufinefs it may be to record in future 
the tranladions of this colony find a pleafanter field to travel in, 
where his fteps will not be every moment befet with murderers, rob- 
bers, and incendiaries ! 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

THE SWALLOW PACKET ARRIVES, ON HER WAY TO CHINA.-— ARTICLES 
SOLD. — THE MINERVA ARRIVES FROM IRELAND WITH CONVICTS ; AND 
THE FHYNNE FROM BENGAL. — THREE SETTLERS TRIED FOR MURDERING 
TWO NATIVES.— A SOLDIER SHOOTS HIMSELF.— A WHALER, WITH A SPA- 
NISH VESSEL, HER PRIZE, ARRIVES. THE HUNTER FROM CALCUTTA, 

AND THE FRIENDSHIP WITH IRISH CONVICTS, ARRIVE. — INIIMTiaTY OI 
SOME OF THESE PRISONERS. — TAX ON SPIRITS TO COMPLETE I Ht OAOI . 
A MOUNTAIN EAGLE SHOT.— FLOOD OCCASIONED BY BAD WEATHER. — ' 
CRIMINAL COURT HELD. — THU SPEEDY ARRIVES FROM ENGLAND, WITH 
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR KING. THE BUFFAI.O FROM THE CAPE. RE- 

PORTS OF SEDITIOUS MEETINGS. — CORRESPONDENCE MEI.ATIVE TO IN- 
DIAN CONVICTS, AND PERSONS AT CALCUTTA WISHING* TO BrCOME SET- 
TLERS IN NEW SOUTH WALES.— FIVE MEN EXECUTID. — THE BUFFALO OR- 
DERED FOR SEA. — CATTLE PURCHASED.— .SPIRITS LANDED AND SEIZED. 
— DEATH OF WILSON.— RUMOURS OF INSURRECTION RENEWED. — VOLUN- 
TEER CORPS. — THE GOVERNOR <IU1TS THE SETTLEMENT.— LIVE STOCK, 
&C.— THE BUFFALO SAILS FOR ENGLAND J— TOUCHES AT NORFOLK 
ISLAND. — conclusion; WITH VOCABULARIES OF THE LANGUAGES OF 
NEW SOUTH WALES AND NEW ZEALAND. 

^X'HE year 1800 commenced with the arrival of the Swallow, Eaft- 
India Packet, on her voyage to China. She brought informa- 
tion of the capture of the Dutch fleet in the Texel, and the furrender 
of the forts upon the Helder. This intelligence was announced to 
the fettlement in a public order, and by a difcharge of the (;jinnon on 
the batteries. 

In addition to this welcome news, Ihe had on board a great variety 
of articles for fale, which were intended for the China market ; but 
the mafter found it worth his while to gratify the inhabitants, par- 
ticularly the females, with a difplay of many elegant articles of 
drefs from Bond-ftreet, and other fafliionable repolitories of the 
metropolis. After remaining three weeks (he departed for China 
on the 21ft. Prcviovfs to her failing, the Minerva tranfport arrived 
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from Ireland, with a very different cargo : inftead of elegancies from 
Bond-ftreet, fhe brought 162 male and ^6 female convids from the 
gaols of that kingdom; all of whom were in perfed health, their 
treatment and management on board doing the highett credit to thofe 
who were concerned in the care of them. This veflcl, having touched 
at Rio de Janeiro, had brought many needful articles lor fale, as well 
from that port as from England ; but the prices required for them 
were fuch as to drain the colony of every {hilling that could be feraped 
together. 

With the Minerva came the Ehynne, from Bengal ; which had 
been chartered by the officers of the colony, through the means of an 
agent. She was freighted on their account with many articles ; among 
which, as more labour could be obtained for fpirits than for any other 
mode of payment, fo eflential a commodity had not been omitted. 

The criminal court about this time was called upon to take cogni- 
zance of the murder of two native boys. The bufinefs, as it appeared 
upon the trial, was this ; — The natives having, feme Ihort time before, 
murdered two men who pofTeiTed farms at the Hawkefbury, feme of 
the fettlers in that diftrid determined to revenge their death. There 
were at this time three native boys living with one Powell, a lettler, 
and two others his neighbours. Thefe unoffending lads they feleded 
as the objeds of their revenge. Having informed them, that they 
thought they could find the guns belonging to the white men, they 
were difpatched for that purpofe, and in a Ihort time brought them in. 
Powell and his alTociates now began their work of vengeance. They 
drove the boys into a barn ; where, after tying their hands behind 
their backs, thefe cowardly mifereants repeatedly ftabbed them, until 
two of them fell and died beneath their hands. The third, making 
his efcape, jumped into the river, and, although in fwimming he 
could only make ufe of his feet,, yet under this difad vantage, and 
with the favage murderers of his companions firing at him repeatedly, 
he adually reached the oppofite bank alive, and foon joined his own 
people. 

The 
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The Governor, on being made acquainted with this circumftance, 
immediately fcnt to the place, where, buried in a garden, the bodies 
of thefe unfortunate boys were found, tabbed in feveral places, with 
their hands tied, as has been deferibed. Powell and his companions 
in this horrid a£t were taken into cuftody ; and, a court being con- 
vened, they were tried for the murder; when the court were unani- 
moufly of opinion, that they were “ guilty of killing two natives 
but inftead of their receiving a fentence of death, a fpecial reference 
was made to his Majelly’s rniniRcr, and the prifoners were admitted 
to bail by the court. Thefe, in their defence, brought forward a 
croud of witnelfcs to prove that a number of white people had at va- 
rious times been killed by the natives ; but could tliel'e people haYf 
been fu/Ticicntly underltoocl, procis would not have !>eeii wanting-, csi 
their fide, of the wanton and barbarous manner in which many of them 
had been deftroyed. 

Entertaining doubts as to the light in w'hich the natives were to be 
held, the court applied to the Governor for fuch information as he 
could furnifh upon this fubjc£t ; and he accordingly fent them the 
orders which from time to time had been given refpefting thefe peo* 
pie, and a copy of an article in his Majefty’s inftrudions to the Go- 
vernor, which in ftrong and exprefs terms places them under the pro- 
tedion of the Britiflr Government, and direds, that if any of his 
fubjeds ibould wantonly deftroy them, or give them unneceflary in- 
terruption in the exercife of their feveral occupations, they might be 
. brought to punilhment, according to the degree and nature of their 
offence. 

In this inftance, however, the court were divided in thfeir fenti- 
mepts refpeding the nature of the ofl^nce, and rubmttte 4 ^l^. whole 
bpfioefe, with .their doubts^ to hb Majefty’s mlniffe^J^^^V^they c^ 
not fee their, way cjiftindly,. ;^e^^certaiply for 

ailiftance ; but, as it was irnpoffible to explain to the natives, or caufe 
them to comprehend the nature of thefe doubts, it was to be expeded 
t|^t they would ill brook the return of the prifoners to their farms 
'■ 3x2 and 
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and occupations, ■without having received fome piiniflimcnt ; a cir- 
pumftance wholly inconfiftent with their own ideas, and entirely at 
variance with their cuftoms ; and, indeed they loudly threatened to 
burn the crops as loon as it could be effedted. Fire, in the hands of a 
body of irritated and hollile natives, might, with but little trouble to 
them, ruin the profpedt of an abundant harvcll ; and it appeared by 
the threat, that they \verc not ignorant of having this power in their 
hands ; it w^as, therefore, certainly very eflential to the comfort and 
fecurity of the fettlers in particular, that they fhould live with them 
upon amicable terms. 

The fubjoined View reprefents the Natives in the happy and 
peaceable exercife of their accuftomed Amufements. 
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There not being at tliis time more than five months’ provlfion in 
the ilore at full allowance, it became neceflary to iffue only two-thirds 
of the weekly ration. 

About this time a proof was given of the power of the female fex 
over their ideal fuperiors. A quiet welUdifpoled young man, a foldier 
in the New South Wales corps, fell a vi<5Vim to an attachment which he 
had formed witli an infamous woman, a conviil, who, after plunder- 
ing, deferted him for another. The ill-fated youth unable to fupport 
what he termed a calamity, placed the muzzle of his gun beneath his 
chin, and, pulling the trigger with his foot, in one inftant rufhed 
into eternity. 

On tiie 13th, the Betfey whaler arrived from the weft coaft of Ame- 
rica, with 350 barrels of oil. At the fame time came the Hunter 
bark from Calcutta, with a cargo on fpeculation j and alfo a S])aiiilli 
brig which had been captured by the \vhaler. 

On the i6lh, the Fiicndlhiptranfport arrived from Ireland wnth con- 
vids, who came in good health ; notwithftanding which, they were 
not calculated to be of much advantage to the fettlement ; but little 
addition being gained by their arrival to the public ftrength. Several 
of them had been bred up in the habits of genteel life, or to profeftions 
in which they were unaccuftoroed to hard labour : fuch muft become 
a dead weight upon the provifion ftorc ; for, notwithftanding the ab*- 
horrence which muft have been felt for their crimes, yet it was ini- 
polfible to diveft the mind of the common feelings of humanity, fo far 
as to fend a phyfician, the once-refpedable ihcrifF of a county, a 
Roman catholic prieft, or a proieftant clergyman and his family, to 
the grubbing hoe, or the timber- carriage. Among the lower clalfes 
were many old men. 

Several of the fettlers declining to pay any thing towards the build- 
ing of the new gaol, a tax of one (hilling per gallon on whatever 
fpirits each individual might purchafe, fixpence on wine, and three- 
pence upon porter or llrong beer, was impofed, to be applied to the 
above purpofe. 
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is* About tTiis'time a bird was taken near Broken Baff -oT a fpeciea 
jiever^n before in New South Wales. It was a large Eagle, which 
gave proof of bis ftrength, by driving his talons through a man’s foot, 
while lying in the bottom of the boat with his legs tied together. It 
ftnod about three feet in height, and during the ten days that it wasu . 
pril'oner, was remarkable for refufing to be fed by any but ohe pai^rt 
Ocular perfon. Among the natives it was an objed of wonder and 
' fear, and they could never be^VfSlted.ppbn to-gd nesar itr yPhey a^ 
ferted, that it would carry off a middlingpflzcd kangooroo '. It had 
been intended to be fent 'tdf. Eiiglnnd.; but one morning it . 'bras fbudd 
to have divided the flrands of a rope with wliich it was fafliened, and 
aifeaped. A Drawing had been made of it while in captivity, of which 
the annexed £ngra?| 149^ iS:a;Copy. ‘ . : , ; » = 

Acconnts Qf a ipottr4ftrming nature were recciycditoward the latter 
end of the month from George’s river and thCj ^Wkefbnry. The 
weatjiflr bad»I«nfortunate^ 5 |<i!t.^the maize, now ripe, been uncom- 
Tnonly b^'for .three weeks^ the wind blowing a lieavy-gale, accom- 
panied with torrents of rain that very foon fwelled the rivpr Hawket 
bury, and the creeks in George’s river beyond their barlks ; laving 
all the adjacent flat country, with the corn on it, under water. Much 
damage, of courfe, followed the defolation which this ill-timed flood 
fpread over the cultivated grounds j and, although fewer than could 
have been expelled, fome lives were loft. * 

The profpeft of an abundant maize harveft was wholly deftroyed*j 
and every other work w&s fufpended, to prepare the ground a fecond 
time that feafon for wheat. The lettlement was yet too young to be 
able to endure fuch a fucceffion of ill-fortune without its being felt^ 
in fome degree, an inconvenience and oxpence to the mother country. 
Had the fettlers themfelves, in general, been of a more induftrious 
turn, they would have been better prepared for fuch accidents ; and 
it was much to be lamented, that, in eftabliftiing them on the banks 
of the Hawkefbury, they had not with more attention confidered the 
manifeft figns of the floods to which the river appeared to the firft 

difeoverers,,^ 
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About thb time ibme propofidoiis hid beea injide» aad a cor- 
reTpondence entered into bi^ween the fecretaty the Bengal Go- 
▼eimment and i:1te gentleman who had been employed as the private 
agent of the officers of the fisttlemest, refpe^ng the tranijportatloa 
of Indian conviiS^s to New South Waks. As thia was a meafure, 
though open to no oligedion whatever, which muft be Aibmitted to 
adminlftratioh before It could be adt^ted, the correfpondence which 
had ‘pafled oh this occaGon was fent home. 

It was propofed by the Governor of Bengal, to victual and main- 
tain their conviCts for one year after their landing ; after which, 
they* were to be fupported by die fettlement. As fuch a defcrip- 
tion of people might be ver^ ufefuHy employed there, and would 
be far more manageable than the convids from England or Ireland, 
it was hoped that the plan might meet the approbation of his Ma- 
jefty’s minifters. 

It Ihould Teem that Tome favotnable ideas of the fettlement had 
obtained in India ; for by the fame conveyance three! gentlemen of 
reTpedability addrefled the Governor, Gating to him their deGre of 
embarlang their families and property, and becoming lettlers ; but 
as the terms they propofed would h^ve been attended with a conG- 
derable expence to the crown, the Governor, though well aware of the 
advantages which the colony would derive, from having fuch perfons 
reGdent among them, found himfelf compelled to lay their propofals 
before the Secretary of State* 

In the month of May two ctiminals had fuffiered death ; and June 
commenced with the execution of three more. If examples of this 
hind could ftrike terror into the minds of the fpedators, they cer- 
tainly had not lately been without thefe Gilutary though dreadful leGbns. 

'Governor Hunter having received orders to fend the Buffalo to 
England, leveral gentlemen, who had obtained permiffion to take 
theh paffage in her, di?pofed of their live ftock $ by which a very con-. 
Gderable addition was made to that belon^ng to the crown. 
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Earl^ ia Auguft, the Albion whaler nn into^, Broken Baf, to com- 
plete her wood and water. She had on board 600 barrels of, oil ; 
but had not been able, through bad weather, to fecure more than a 
fourth part of the whales which they had killed. They had feen an 
immenfe number of thefe filh. > • 

Toward the latter end of the month 1016 gallons of fpirits, be- 
ing attempted to be landed without a permit, were feized by the ceh- 
t'vfj on duty. 

Information had been received of the death of a convid of the 
name of Wilfon, feveral times mentioned in the preceding narrative, 
and who was better known by that given him by the natives, of 
Bun-bo-e. This young man had preferred the life of a vagabond, 
and palTed the greater part of his time in the woods with the lavages, 
whom he was fufpefted of inftruding in thofe points wherein they 
ceuld injure the fettlers with the greattft effeft, and moft fafety to 
themfelves. With the wood natives he had fuflScient influence to 
perfuade thenji that he had once been a black man ; and pointed out a 
very old wflfman as his mother, who was weak and credulous enough 
to acknowledge him as her fon. The natives who inhabit the woods 
any #^08, ?fQ aeutif as^ihofe who live upon the fea-coaft. 
fliMT'difference'J^^, perhaps,' jhe .accounted for by their iequefliered 
manner of living, focidiy contributing much to the exardfe of the 
mental fachltiesi prelitnied upon this mental inability; and, 

having impofed hird^ Ppbn them as their countryman, and created 
a'^fear and refpediwt his! indulged himfelfJa taking 

libdti^ nrith their femaies. {$owever. deflciedt they m|^|^ be iii 
reafoa)li^g,&cul^ he found, to his coft, that they; 

f^li hawag'ap^tpp^ed, againft her ineltnab^l^^a feosale 
pwn dttlul|ve accommindetion, her firteii^ took sm ic^portu<th;i^i 
in a i^hdMon to defend himfelf, 

.whltm dt 





his career fot!^|^ tii|^ left th<|m 
; hU ' ibihe future period any Jam that 
faneij^ ipf%ht foi^i'. . ' 
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*J )ic .'iLitivos ol liic coaft, wlicnovcr fpcahin;’ of tlu^ic oJ the interior, 
t o'\;! j;rly e:'. ptcllcd ti'.c'inlelves witli C(.)nteiiipl anil marks ot tlilap- 
e. "^ilu ir Ianp;uap;e was unknown to each other; and there 
V ’ ii'/i anv doubt of their hvitiy in a date of mutual dildruft and 
L’liii.tv. 'i'iioft; ♦".itivcs, indeed, who freom uted the town of Sydney, 
ijHj.bv t( ml of ihofe who were not fo io' tunate, in a very fuperior 
tone, va'.u::,g ihemfclvcs upon their frienddiip with the wliite pee Ic, 
and credtiny: in ihcmlclves an cxehdive riylit to t!ie enjo’. ntetils i 
the benehts w'hidt were to rcfult fiom that fricrahniii. Tiiat liie) 
lliould pre/'er the Iholter wdiich they found in the houfes of the in- 
habitants, to the inileiahie protedlion from weather whiedi tlie;r ill- 
emd'rnelcd lints allorded, or even to that whie'h they could meet witli 
under a rock, will be ahowed to have been natural cnuupii, wdieii \vc 
prdent the reader \\:i!i a Viitw' of a man, his wife, and child, ac- 
tually ikeichcd ou tl.c fi'Ot, by a perfou wlio met wdtli tliem ih"s 
cn'lcavnuring to obtain Ihehcr under the projedlion of a rock, during 
a heavy llorm of rain aud vv iud. 
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or NEW soinii \vali:.s. 


September commcncocl with a renewal of tlie -alarm refpefling le- 
tlltious confpiracies. A report having been circulated, that the pii- 
loncrs lately fentfrom Ireland, for the crime of'havitig been concerned 
in the late rebellion in that country', had formed a plan for jtoiTenitig 
themfclvcs of the col-^ny', that their arms (pikes manufactured nrice 
their arrival) were in great forw'ardnefs, and their manner of attack 
nearly arranged ; a committee of officers was appointed by the Go- 
vernor to examine all lufpedted perfons, and afeertain whether any 
fuch murderous deiign cxifted. In the courfe of their inquiries, the 
committee faw occafinn to imprifon Harold, the Roman Catholic 
prieft. This man confdl'ed that the reports were founded in truth, 
and engaged to difeover where the weapons were concealed ; of whicli, 
he laid, many hundreds had been fabricated. In his confeffion he 
implicated fcvcral of his countrymen, who, on being queflioned in 
tneir turn, accufed feveral others; and the committee adjudged tlicm 
all to be deferving of puniflunent : but Harold was never able to fuliil 
his engagement of producing the weapons ; and after much prevari* 
cation and trifling, the committee were pcrfedly convinced that Ins 
folc aim, in all he had laid, was that oi making himfelf of conlequeticc 
in the colony', by having it believed that he, as tlieir priefl, could 
alone have influence to make the confpirators fpeak the truth. Harolil 
had before applied to the Governor for permiffion to officiate as 
their prieft ; and if well a^fi'eded jo the government, of which there 
were but too many doubts, he ‘mtght have been of much ufc to the 
colony in that capacity. 

In confequence of thefe alarms, and as much as poffihle to do away 
their eflfe^fts, by increafing the armed force of the colony, a number 
of the moft refpedlablc inhabitants w'cre formed into two volunteer 
aflociations of fifty men each, and fty'led the Sydney and Parramatta 
Loyal AITociated Corps. Each was commanded by a captain, wdth 
two lieutenants ; and the whole were fupplicd with arms and am- 
munition. 


g, Y 2 


The 
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The Buffalo being now ready for Tea, the Governor, who liad de- 
termined to return in that ffiip to England, having arrange d vanoiir. 
matters relative to the fcttlement, and the Licutenant-(?ovcriior of 
Norfolk Ifland being on the fpot, left the diredlon of the colony in 
his hands, and embarked on Sunday the 2Sth, having previoully re- 
viewed the New South Wales corps ; of whom his Eixcellency took 
leave with an addrefs, in which he thanked them for their pall laudable 
conduct, and exhorted them to a continuance of it. 

This gentleman’s embarkation was attended with every mark of 
refpedl, attachment, and regret. The road to the wharf, where the 
Buffalo’s boat was in waiting, w^as lined on each fide with troops ; 
and he was accom]>ruiied thither by the officers of the civil and mili- 
tary department;., with a numerous concourfe of the inhabitants; 
who manifefted, by their deportment, the fenfe they entertained of 
the regard which he had ever paid to their interefts, and the jufticc 
and humanity of his government. 

The following w'as the ftate of the live flock, and ground in cul- 
tivation, at the time of the Governor’s departure ; viz. 

Live Stock. 


Horfes - - - - 

6o 

Mares 

143 

Bulls and oxen 

332 

Cows - - - - 

712 

Hogs - - - - 

4017 

Male Ihecp - - - 

2031 

Female ditto - - - 

4093 

Male goats . - - 

727 

Female ditto - - - 

1455 


Lanp 
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i8-o.] 

Land in Cultivation. 

Acres of w^iL'at - - - 4665; 

A(:ri\s iij- inai;: ■ - - - 29^0 

Acres oi l)Lir!cv ~ 

Aiul a cojifidcrahic <jf garclcn-gri)iind, in potatoes, (See- 

ar.d virus. 

The poverty of ihe fcfticrs, ami ihe liigh price of labour, oc' alionetl 
iniich land 10 have liecn uiieinpl' >vcd in that year. Manv of the in- 
icrior faniier . V, ere !u..ni\ r iued^y the high price that tliev ^vel■c 
C'hi'gcd to give ior im h o> llai ie!i4#s I't',')' icqui'cd f'Otn thoic who 
!iad bten lo.ig in i!:e iKiI-ti of inq||p}'(,.iliiig every article hn ugiit 10 
tlic leol' ii’ctit J(;r lale , .1 hai'it, df*v>'>‘ticli it was found impca'lihle to 
gal the het'e’-, vi'.hout the p-oiltivc and itntnediatc intcifetcncc ol liie 
govern 11. .-ni a! inane. 

Mail)' i\i'ulv.nt:.'.!Ons bad been made on tbic (lilliehirig ful/)(.cl ; and 
tlie}' ieemeil in foine degree tohav' been .ar, r.de.t to, as in ..veral 
ol the lull ariivals lioin England, ce.tain artiiJcs, eoniiillrg of intplc- 
niriits of liulbandrv, elothing, iioii'-, had iuen conligncd lo tlio 
Governor, to be rct.-iud for the ufe (-1 the eoluniilt ; aiul i: unc. nn- 
dci/iood that this ivfietn, (b beneficial to tiie Icltleinent, was to be : ;;r- 
i’uod ill future. 

touclicd at a moll uiq.ro- 

mifing appeal anec. /Vd the builtling- weie in a flatc of rapid dei.iv, 
and but tew fyiuptonis o{ indullry we'c vifiblc, (jf iloik, <M,b' a 
few bogs a.ml a finall (j,. l uty of vegcfaliics were t.i be jnoeu ed. 
A tew’ fields of wheat, which were readv for reaping, looked ,ok ra'.iiy 
well ; but on the whole, Nhirfoik ll' no by no me<.ns piomiicvi to 
repay the cxpcncc that it annually c 'tl the government. 

71 ie 
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The fubjoined Engraving is from a Drawing made in New 
Soutli Wales of one of the birds, termed in that country, the Emu ; 
three of which were brought home in the Buffalo, and prefented to 
Sir jofeph Banks. This gentleman, of vvhofe judgment none can 
entertain a doubt, has pronounced them to come nearer to what is 
known of the American oftrich, than to either the emu of India, or 
the oftrich of Africa, 
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CONCLUSION. 


The documents upon which tlie foregoing pages have been formed 
extending no farther than to the departure of the Buffalo for England, 
wc muft here tpiit the regular detail of the tranfadions of the colony, 
and add fuch niifcellaneous information as has llncc came to hand. 

We learn from thofe who have converfed on the concerns of the 
fcttlemcnt with Governor Hunter, fince his return, that he poireffcs 
the rnofl minute acquaintance with all its regulations, whether com- 
mercial, agricultural, or legal. On thofe particular ful'je(Ts, wc undcr- 
fland, he had, from time to time, afforded the moft ample infoima- 
tion to government ; and, as he is now upon the fpot, wc hope that 
he may he able to fliew the advantages which this diflant colony will 
derive from a more frequent intercourfc with tlic A'lotlier Country. 
It muft be gratifying to all who may be in any way acquainted with 
the leitlement, and are nQf'-^angcrayi.ta.^e misfortunes under whicli 
it has Ibmetimcs at ihi^taB^^n government a de- 

termination to fticw it a greater degree of attention in future, than, 
from unavoidable cireumftanccs, it could formerly obtain. 

Anitexed is a lift of the public wmrks undertaken during Governor 
Hunter’s adminiftratlon of tire affairs of the lettlcnicnt. 

A large brick building, ereded by C Governor I'liillip, being much 
decayed, was completely repaired, and an addition of 6o feet made 
to it, for the purpofe of converting it into a granary for the reception 
of wheat. 

5 


A ftrong 
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A ftrong wind-mill tower of ftone was ercdbed upon the hill above 
the town of Sydney. The mill completed, and fet to work. 

An entire fuite of apartments built of brick at Sydney, between the 
hofpitals and the dwelling-houfe of the principal furgeon, for the ufe 
of the two alTiftant- furgeons. 

A ftrong double-logged gaol, eighty feet longi with feparate 
cells for prifoners, was conftrudled at Sydney. [This building was 
burnt.] 

A fimilar gaol was ereded at Parramatta, and paled round witii a 
ftrong high fence ; as was that at Sydney. [This was alfo deftroyed 
by fire.] 

Two granaries, each loo feet long, were ereded at the Hawkefbury 
and inclofed with paling. 

Thoroughly repaired, coated with lime (manufactured from burnt 
fhells), and white-wafhed, all the public buildings, to prelervc them 
from the decay to which they were rapidly advancing. 

Completely rej^aired the government huts for the reception of con- 
victs, moft of which were falling down. 

A barn of 90 feet in length was built at Toongabbe, in .which nine 
pair of thrcftiers could work. 

Conftruded eight embrafures to the battery on Point Mafkelyne ; 
railed a redoubt with eight embrafures on the eaft point of the Cove, 
and mounted them with cannon. Two guns were alfo mounted on 
the high pait of Garden liland. 

Made good the public roads, repaired them at various times, and 
threw bridges over the gallies. 

An excellent framed bridge was built over Duck River. 

At Sydney a good granary, 72 feet in length, Ijy 21 in width, 
v.itb two floors, was built out of the ruins of a mill-houfc. 

Built a framed and weather-boarded houfc on the green hills at 
llie Hawkefbury, for the rcfidcncc of the commanding cfliccr of tliat 
diflriefl. 


Erecfted 
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Ereded a fecond ftrong wind -mill tower at Sydney, 36 feet in 
height. 

A weather-boarded ftore-houfe, with two wings, was built at Syd* 
nc/; and, on the burning of the church, was converted into a tem- 
porary place of worfliip. 

At Parramatta a weather-boarded granary, 140 feet in length, was 
built. 

A complete fmith’s fliop, for forges, was ereded at Sydney. 

An excellent brick granary, 100 feet long and 22 wide, with three 
floors, was built at Sydney ; to which an addition of 70 feet in length 
was made for a kiln for drying the grain. 

Built a range of barracks at Sydney for three officers. 

EicdcJ a handiome church at Parramatta, joo feet in length and 
44 in width witli a room 20 feet long, raifed on ftonc pillars, in- 
tended for a veftry or council room. [Sec the Plate.] 

Began the foundation of a church at Sydney. Built a tower fteeplc 
at the lame place for a town-clock. 

Kicdcd an apartment of brick in the yard of the old gaol for debtors, 
containing three rooms. 

Paled in a naval yard on the weft tide of the Cove, and credeJ 
within it a joiner’s and a blackfmith’s Ihop, with flieds for the veflcls 
■while repairing, and for the workmen ; with a fleamer, a ftorc-houfe, 
a warder s lodge, and an apartment for the clerk. 

A (lone houfe eredfed for the mafter boat-builder. 

Began and nearly fmilhed a handiome ftone gaol at Sydney- with 
fcparaie apartments for debtors, and fix fecurc cells for condemned 

felons. 

A large and elegant Government-houfe was ereCted at Parramatta, 
the firft having gone to decay. 

A neat thatched hut in the Government-garden at Parrain^tta, for 
the gardener. 


3 ? 


Built 
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Built a new difpenfary, and removed th^ pannelled hofpital to a- 
more convenient fituation, raifing it upon a ftohe foundation. At 
the fame time was ereded a new hofpital IVore. 

Prepared the foundation of a new powder magazine. 

Raifed a frame, and thatched the roof of an open barn at the Ninety 
Acres, and laid a threlhing floor. 

Fenced and furrounded the military barracks with lofty paling. 

Paled in a cooperage adjoining the provifion ftore at Sydney* 
Cleanfed from filth the public tanks at the fame place, and furrounded 
them and the fpring-head with paling. 

Enlarged the dwellings of the principal furgeon, the fenior alfiftant 
furgeon, and the deputy-furveyor. 

Built a military hofpital and difpenlary at Sydney, and an officer’s 
guard-room at the main guard. 

Sheds for the boats belonging to Government when hauled on fliore* 

Repaired a houfe for a fchool at Sydney. 

Ere£led houfes within the precinds of the hofjpital at Sydney, foe 
the nurfes and attendants while on duty.. 

Completely repaired the wet provifion ftore at Parramatta. 

Inclofed feveral ftock yards for cattle, and repaired the old fheds at 
the various fettlements. In Portland-place diftrid, the timber of 1 20 
acres was cut down, and nearly half (that of 50 acres) burnt off; a 
Imall townfhlp marked out, and a few huts built* 

Raifed a variety of inferior buildings. Befides which, many hands 
were conftantly employed in preferving in good condition the various 
buildings belonging to the crown : to prevent thefe from going to 
decay, had been an invariable objed of Governor Hunter’s attention. 

Nothing has been faid in this account of the public labour, of pre- 
paring the government ground annually for feed, and cropping it, or 
of gathering the harveft when ripe. But thefe inuft be taken into the 
account, as well as threlhing the corn for delivery, and unloading the 
ftore- fhips on their arrival ; which latter work muft always be com- 
pleted 
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pleted within a limited time, purfuant to their charters. It has been 
laid before, that it was impoffible to obtain a fair day’s work from the 
conviiis when employed for the public ; the weather frequently inter- 
fered with the out-door buGnefs, and occaGoned much to be done a 
fecond lime. Under all thefe difad vantages, and with a turbulent, 
refradlory body of prifoners, we are warranted in faying, on thus fum- 
ming up the public labour during the laft four years, that more could 
not have been performed ; and that it is rather matter of wonder that 
ib much had been obtained with fuch means. 


The following is a ftatement of the ground granted and leafed to 
individuals by the different perfons who were thereto authorifed, 
from the 22d of February 1792, to the 25th of September 1800. 


DiAut^td where grautei. 

1 

By 

Governor Phillip. 

S 

0 

«o 

s 

V 

14 

. 

c 

V 

4 ^ 

Pi 

U 

1^ 

p 

13 

By 

Governor Hunter. 

Total granted m 
each Diftrifi. 

At Panamatta, 

At Toongabbe, • • • * 

At Sydney, • , V 

At the Noithcrn Boundary Yams, 

At the Poiids, 

At Profpefi Hill, 

At the Failcrn Vanns, 

1 At the pit Id td Mar‘, , • 

1 At MnlgUAC place, 

! At Libtrly Plains, 

I At Concord, • * 

* At Y( rk Place, 

; At Bu*la nam ing, 

' A t Ptt€i{l:i*.in Hill, • ^ 

! At Hniitcr’s Hill» 

' In Poit Jackfon llarbouff • 

1 At Banks Town, 

1 At Diindas Diftrift, 

! At Norfolk I (land, 

460 

370 

660 

810 

450 

590 

49 

845 

4.70 

349 

So 

200 

275 

170 

905 

2,040 

530 

7.0 

s(>s 

2,140 
Mo i 

390 

SOI. 

1 

74 * 

4.734 

40 

150 

S' 

835 

1,516 

1,420 

6,820 

830 

140 

3 

>.5 6 

2,01s 

73 

‘95 

3.2.T 

1^' 

267 

**146 

5 - 3 '4 
469 

7 M 

960 

1,920 

2,326 

3.675 

‘>. 3'5 

1,480 

>•'75 

360 

2,1 1 1 
4.565 
9*3 
7 M 
3,247 
700 

. 3 . 5 *' 

i I'otal granted by each 

3*389 

.1..674 

4965 

.M50 ’ ,7 678 j 


3 » a 






S40 


account of the ENGtlSH COLONY 


Diitriiils where leafed. 

£ ' 

‘ 1 

P 1 

h 

d, ' 

e 

0 

> 

i*-- 

3 ! 

a ' 

i i 

^ I 

P I 
• i 
PQ'^ ; 
U 1 

4 ^ I 

:3 

^ 1 
3 ! 

1 

c 

'C 

> 

6 

.S 4 , 

.C - 

4W ■* 

" • 

Til the townlhi]) of Sydney, 

.0 

27 

■" z ; 

43 f 

1 1 

♦ 

In the townihip of Parramatta, 



— 

47 


In the townlhii) of Toong.ible, 

— 

•— 

— 

30 

3^ 

At Mulgrave Place, 

— 

— 

— 

12 

1 _ 

At Noifolk Ifland, 



— 

'^'5 

ll.y 

I’otal leafed hy each 

J 

1 27_ 

2 


1 4^'’l i 


It may not be altogether uninterefting to thofe who may wilh for 
information refpeding the concerns of this fettlement, to find a regif- 
ter of the fhipping which had vifited New South Wales from various 
parts of the globe, to the middle of the year 1800 ; whereby it will 
be feen, that, in however infignificant or contemptible a point of view 
tlie colony may in general have been held, individuals have found in 
it either a port of refrefliment after the fatigues of a long voyage, or 
an advantageous market for their fpeculations. The arrivals will be 
confined to the harbour of Port Jackfon ; only mentioning in this 
place, that of the two fliips Le Bouflble and L*Aftrolabe, at Botany 
Bay, in January 1788, under the command of the ever-to-be-regret- 
ted and unfortunate M. de la Peroufe, who followed in the path of 
our immortal circumnavigator, Captain Cook (with whofe name every 
writer muft be proud to adorn his page), and who, like him, has 
left his country, indeed the whole world, to lament his lofs. 
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N:inic& of Sliips. 

')a c ')t .^ffival. 

U\u\or, bup 'ly, \ \ 

->th]An. 17 BcJ. 

11 . M fliip Siriu>», 


/Moxander, iranlpor , 
Hv iihc* uu;:; , 
C-ailottc, 

Lifiy Pciirliyn, 

1' i iv .iflliu’p, 

Piincc of W.ilca, 

llo c-<h:p, 

Cu.tl-:i (^^!ove, 

Lur.ow laic, 

'^th , 
j6t1i . 

26t}l . 

6th 

I’tli . 

■i6t1i . 
jMh . 

^6lil . 

11 . M. Hiip Sii !ui. 

6iii May 

Ijiuly Jnli.iiii, 'ranf 
Jullinaii il rc lliip, 
hurp iTc\ Iriuifptn t, 
Neptiir.c, 

Sciirlioro gh. 

11 M. a. t Supply. 
Waakfamheyd, ^ 

Dutch llorc-lhip, J 
Mary Ann, tranfport 
Matilda, 

Allaiuic, , 

Snlnmander, 

William and Ann, 

d |;iiv,* 1 yyj 

24 ih 
* 6tli . 

Sth . 

-8rli . 
lyth St’pr. 

17th Dec. 

9th July 1791 
\ll Augall 

2u0l 

2 ill 

iSth . 

H. M. S* Gorgon, 

2 ill Scp^ 

Aftivc, tranfport, 
Queen, 

Albemarle, 

Britannia, 

Admit d Barrington, 
Pitt, 

Atlantic, llore-Hiip, 

26th • 

6th . 
i3tli Oft. 

14th Oft. 

1 6th , 

14th Feb. 1792 
ictli June 

Britannia, 

26 h July 

Royal Admiral, 
Philadelphia, brig, j 
American, J 

Kitty, tranfport 
Hope, American, 
Chellerficld whaler, 
Bellona. tranfport. 
Shall Hormuzcar, 

El Defeuvierta, i Spa. 
L'Atrevida, J L'ur. 

7,h Oft. 

ft Nov. 

t8iU * 

Dec. . 

• 

I5»h Jan. 1793 
24th Feb. 

i2ih March, 


A'licnct. 

Cflrj'o 

f tcof Dvptiturc-. 

WliJtlier 

bound. 

England 

jConvifl. 

) *17111 April 
t 1790 

ill Oft. 1788 

Batavia. 

r C. of G. 

1 Hope. 

— 

rrovifion;, Sen. 

— 


, C. of G, 

^ Hope 
Englaiid 

Convifta 
ProviHons, &e. 
Convifta 

c Loft at Mor- 
{ folk illand. 


Batavia 

Provifions 



— 

— 



England • 

Convifts 



— 

— 



Ireland 

England 

England 

t Stores, pro- 
i vifions 
Gonvifta 



Bengal 

England 

Provilious 

Convifts 

24th Oft. 1792 

JC. ofG. 

1 1 lope. 

Philadelphia 

Speculation 



England 

Rhode IHand 

C ofG Hope 
England 
s- 

Convifts 

Speculation 

To repair 
x.^onvifts 
Specula ioa 



^Manilla 

To rcfrelh 




* Thcfe departure!) arc noticed, tj fhew in what t»me the principal pa/Higes have been made to and from tha 
different port^ witU which the colony had iniemourfe, by comparing tue lime ol failing witli the return* 

^ . DsdaiuSj 
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Natnei of Ships. 


Otte of Arrival 


Dasdalus, ftorc-fhip, 
Britannia 

BuddingtonSy tranf. 
Sugar cane 
Fairy, American, 
William, flore-fliip, 
Arthur, 

Daedalus, ftorc ihip, 

] Ddifpcnfable, 

Britannia 

Speedy, 

Halcyon, American, 

*I lope, Ameriran, 
Fancy 

Refolution, llorc-fliip, i 
Salamander, 

Ivlcrcury, American, 
Surprife, tranfport, 
Experiment, 

Britannia, 

Endeavour, ftorc-fhip 
H M. S Providence* 
H.M. S. Reliance, ) 
II M S Supply, \ 
Young William, ft. fli 
So\creign, 

Artliur, 

Ceres, ftorc fliip. 
Experiment, 

Otter, American. 
Marquis Cornwallis,') 
trjiifport, J 

Abigail, American, 
Afliilance, 

Sniaii American, 

J ncbTpeufabl ■, tranf. 
Ibitauniii. ftoie-lhip, 
Gland ’ U'k. Ame^ I 
riean, J 

Pi ince of Walts 7 
ftnrt-fhip, J 

S\lph 

Mercury, American, 
II. M S. Supply, 
Britajiiila, tranfport, 
Ganges. 

II M. S. Reliance, 


20th April 
June 

7th Auguft 
17th Sept. 
29th OA, 


Whence. 


(N.W.Coaft 
( of America 

[C. of G. Hope 

It eland 

iBofton 


loih March 1794 England 


10th 
3d April 
|24th May 

ift June 

l«th 

4th 

*5th July 
.9tfi 

:oth Sept. 

I itli 

17th 061 . 
i 25 th 

24tb Dec. 

j4th March 1795 

3 1 ft May 
6tb Auguft 

71b September 

^ib 06 Iober 
51b November 

1 ft Jan. 1796 
??d 

24tb 

nth February 

Februaty 
1 7tb March 
9tb April 
01 b 

. :lh May 

2 ;d Auguft 

/d November 
lytb 

I itb Jan. 1797 
16th May 
7th 

j2d June 
26 lh 


Bengal 
In .W. America 
England 

Batavia 

England 
Rhode Ifland 

jilombay 

England 

Rhode Ifland 

England 

Bengal 

|C. of G Hope 

Bombay 
England 

England 


Bengal 

jEngland 

Bengal 

Bollon 

Ireland 

Rhode Iftmd 
I )ufkv Bay 
iRhode Ifland 
England 
, alcutta 

Bollon 

jEngland 

iManilla 
C. of G. Hopei 
jl reland 

ic. of G. Hope! 


Cargo. 


jProvifions, 5 tc 

f Cattle, &C. 
^private pro 

Convidls 

To refrefli 
Provifionfi 
Speculation 
'Piovifions 


Speculation 

jProvifions 


IConvifts 

Speculation 

i Stock for 
the officers 
Cattle 


Stores 


Speculation 
Piovihons 
Speculation 
To refrefli 

Convidls 

Speculation 

Speculation 

Convids 

Provilions 

Speculation 


To refit 
Cattle 
Provifions 

Chitle 


Date of Departure. ‘ 

Whitner 

bound. 

ift July 1793 

I Nootka 
( Sound. 

8th Sept. 

Bengal, 

ill Sept. 

JC. ofG. 
\ Hope. 

i8th June 1795 

India. 

t 291!) Sept. 1 796 
( 20 th 

f C ofG. 

1 Hope. 


I 

I 


Condemned 


Deptford, 
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Djtc c( Arrival. 


Dttp*kfoic!> 

traufport* 

llui.'vr, 

vail, whaler, 
lLV\7/a . 

Arro. American 
ichuoncr, 

Sali^. , whaler, 

IJrtfa'jiiw. trarifpoFt, 
Pjuiona, whaler. 

Dfna, 

StTiiiamrs vVnienVan 
Alarqirs Coniw’allis, 
iinrc fliip, 

Ii (lifpeiijai'le. whaler ayih 
Kehetca, American, 

N till I a Seoora cle 


O'h September 
4 lh May 
i«th 

OVh June 
<1 July 
Ih 

^ 8ili July 
Ii8th 

troth Augufl 
20lh 

I ll Odober 


I 27 th 


Bethlehem, prize, 

H. M. S. Buffalo, 

Alh’on ftorc fhip, 
Hilliborough. traiif. 


.1 


24lh April 
26th 

9th June 
7Ctli July 


Kefource, Amrrican, Titli Scpi ember 
Walker, (lore fliip, jjtl November 

El Pluniicr. prize, jsd December 

Swallow, packet, 3d Jan. iSoo 

Minerva, tranfport, |iith 

Fhynnc, Danifh co I 
louri 3 

Betfey, whaler, J 

Fricndfhip, tranfport. 

Speedy, tranfport, 

H. M. S. Buffalo, 

Belle SauvagCjAmc- 7 
licaii 3 


I ith Feb. 1800 

I3tlL 

i6ih 

T5th April 

ji5th 

17th June 


Whence. 

Cargo, 1 

iiidras 

Speculation 1 

)tahcite 

Miffiouarie» 1 

. r.gland 

'Nmvic \.3 

.eugal 

C 01 G. Hope 

Speculation 

To refit 


— 

Mauritius 

Speculation 

C. of G. Hope 

To refit 

England 

Convicfls 

C. of G. Hope 

To refit 

Rhode Bland 

— 

C. of G. Hope 

Cattle 

— 

J'o refit 

— 

Speculation 

Cape Blanco 

Various articles 

C. of G. Hope 

Cattle ] 

England 

Provifions 


Convids 

Rhode Bland 

To refit 

England 

i rovi lions 

Cape Corientes 

Various articles 

England 

To refit 

Ireland 

Couvicis 

Bengal 

Speculation 

1 W, Coaft of 

To refit 

J America 
Ireland 

Convids 

rmgland 

— 

C. of G. Hope 

Cattle 

Rhode Bland 

To refit 


Ddte of Deptirturtt. 


15th Sept. 1799 


W/iithri 

bt'und. 


C.ofC. 

Hope. 


Of thefe Ihips 37 failed from England with convidts, male and 
female, for the fettlement, having about 3000 perfons of that de- 
feription on board, of which fomething more (157) than one-fifth- 
v^'ere females. 


It 
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It appears, that the voyage from England of the Lady Nelfon, a brig 
of only 6o tons burthen, built on Captain "Schank’s conflrin^fion with 
ilirce Hiding keels, and commanded by Lieutenant Grant, was efiedicd 
without her meeting with any material accident. Her commander 
was fo perfcdlly acquainted with her good qualities, that he ventured 
to make the land of New Holland, in latitude 38° coi' fouth ; coaft- 
ing for fome diftancc toward the eaflward, and failing through Hafs 
Strait, in his way up to Port Jackfon, which he reached in December 
1801. 

By means of a few fuch vefl'cls as the Lady Nelfon, well com- 
manded, and furniflied with inftruments req'fifitc for carrying on a 
maritime furvey, the necefl'ary knowledge of the coaft of that cx- 
tenfive country would foon be obtained. Large vefl’els are not wanted 
for luch a furvey, nor indeed are they fit for the purpofe. A dcpolit 
of the (lores necelfary for this fcrvice could be made at the principal 
(cttlement, where fuch velTels, whenever requifite, might refit or 
repair. Large (hips are proper to be employed only when they arc 
to furvey an unknowm coaft, where fupplies arc not to be had ; this 
rendering it expedient that they (hould be fuflicicntly capacious to 
carry a confiderable (lock of provifions and (lores for all their puipofcs. 
The fmall vcird, if caught upon a Ice flrore, and unable to work off, 
has a chance of finding fecurity for anchorage where a large (liip 
cannot ; and if no fuch (belter offer, flie has in her favour a greater 
probability of laving her crew by running on flrore ; the light draught 
of water adiniuing her to approach the land much nearer than could 
the laru:e vclfel. 


Accounts received at Lord Hobart’s ofticc, from New iSonth'Walcs, 
dated Auguft 180J, Hated, that, independent of tfie wild herd, the 
(lock of cattle in that country was very confiderable. The wild herd 
was grown very (urious ; and, having got among the mountains to 

the 


6 
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the weftward, rendered any attempts to take them dangerous and 
ufelefs. 

It like wife appeared, that the fir ft effort had been tried towards 
making the natural produce of the country contribute to its wants, by 
exchanging 45 tons of coal, with the mafter of a flrip (the Cornwallis), 
for a quantity of nails and iron. 

That neceffary inftitution, the Orphan fchool, had been carried into 
effed ; and a houfe which had been purchafed for the reception of 
the children was occupied by them. 

Every encouragement was given to promote the growth of wool 
fit for the purpofe of manufadluring ; and three hundred and fix yards 
of blanketing had been made from what had been produced in the year 
preceding the date of the difpatches. In five months four hundred 
and feventy-two yards of flax had been manufadured into linen. 

A quantity of copper coin had been received and iffued. 

Several fliips had arrived from India, England, and America ; moft 
of which had brought, upon fpeculation, cargoes confifting of wine, 
fpirits, tobacco, teas, fugar, hardware, apparel, &c. &c. ; the fale of 
which was, with the Governor’s approbation, advertifed by the com- 
miflfary ; and they were publicly fold to all deferiptions of people. 

On the 30th of June 1801, there were in the fettlement, 5547 
perfons of all deferiptions j of whom 776 were cliildren. At Norfolk 
Ifland, the whole number of perfons was 961, making a total of 6508 
perfons under the authority of the Governor. 

At the latter Ifland a good landing-place had been difeovered for 
boats and fmall craft. 

The following was the ftate of the live ftock, and ground in cul- 
tivation, in New South Wales. 

Live Jleck belonging to individuals^ in June 1801. 

Sheep, - . - 6269 

Cattle, - - - •36a 

Horfes, - - • an 

4 A 


» *1 


Goats, 
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Goats, - - - - 1259 

Llogs, » «. « 47^^ 

Belonging to Government^ in Augufi i8oi. 

Sheep, . - - 488 

Cattle, - - - “ 93 * 

Horfes, - - - 32 

Ground in cultivation* 

Acres of Wheat. Acres of Maize. 

G overament 467 3 °^ 

Individuals 4857I 35^4 

Total 53241 3864 


A ftack, containing 1000 bufhels of grain, the property of an in- 
dividual, had been unfortunately deftroyed by fire. 

The Hawkelbury had again inundated the adjacent country ; and 
many of the fettlers, who had farms on the banks, had in defpair 
totally abandoned them. 


Lieutenant Grant, before mentioned, left Port Jackfon on his 
return to England, in November 1801. The crops were then lux- 
uriant, and beginning to be cut down. 

Governor King had opened a communication with Otaheite for the 
purpofe of fupplying the colony with pork, in which he had been 
fingularly fuccefsful ; his Majefty’s armed fhip Porpoife having made 
one trip, and the Norfolk brig having failed on the fame employ pre- 
vious to Mr. Grant’s leaving Sydney. 

The moft friendly underftanding exifted between the natives of 
Otaheite and the lettlemcnt of New South Wales. The latter country 
was no longer in want of a ftaple commodity ; the article of coals, of 
an excellent kind, being found in abundance in Hunter’s River, to- 
gether with plenty of wood, well qualified for the mafting of ihipping. 

I Mr. 
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Mr. Grant made his paflage to the Cape of Good Hope, round 
Cape Horn, in the brig Anna Jofepha, loaded with fpars for mads, and 
coals j which latter fold immediately at the Cape at 36 rix dollars per 
ton (nearly 61. fterling). The above veflel’s top-mafls, top-gallant 
mads, and yards, were of the wood cut in Hunter^s River, and an- 
fwered remarkably well. Mr. Grant had thus an opportunity of 
being an eye-witnefs of its quality, which was more particularly 
proved from the very heavy weather always met with in thofc feas. 
Some fpecimens of this wood he brought with him. 

Governor King had formed a fmall fettlement at Hunter’s River, 
for the purpofc of working the coal, which is of the fame nature 
with that of Newcadle. 

Mr. Grant entered this river in the Lady Nelfon, in order to obtain 
the furvey of it. He penetrated in his boats nearly 70 miles up the 
fame, accompanied by Lieutenant Colonel Paterfon, without being 
able, at that time, to difeover its fource. A wood refembling fudick 
had been found. 

Mr. Grant, in his paflage from England to Port Jackfon, in the 
Lady Nelfon, before obferved, pafled through Bafs Strait ; into 
which, by order of Governor King, he returned after his arrival, and 
obtained the furvey of the coad from Wilfon’s Promontory to Wedern 
Port, with the furvey of that harbour, which is well fheltered, and 
capable of containing many fail of Ihipping. There is abundance of 
wood cafily to be got, and plenty of water ; though the latter is rather 
difficult to be procured on account of the didance, and from feveral 
fhoals lying in the way, which render It neceflTary to take advantage 
of tide. Mr. Grant gives a very favourable report of that part of the 
country. The different furveys obtained in the Lady Nelfon, were 
executed by Enfign Barreilian, of the New South Wales corps, who 
accompanied him for that purpofe. 


4 A 2 


The 
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The following was the cftablifhment of civil officers in New South 


Wales in June 1802. 

Philip Gedley King, Efq. 
Lieut. Col. Win. Paterfon 
Capt. Kiel Mackellar 
Mr. W m. Neate Chapman 
Mr. David D. Mann 
John Palmer, Efq. 

Mr. W. N. Chapman 
Mr. John Bennett 
Mr. James Wilfhire 
Richard Atkins, Efq. 

Mr. Michael Robinfon 
John Harris, Efq. 

Lieut. CoU Paterfon 
Richard Atkins, Efq. 

Aug. Alt, Efq. (invalided) 
Charles Grimes, Efq. 

Rev. Sam. Marfden 
Mr. James Thomfon 
Mr. D’Arcy Wentworth 
Mr. James Milcham 
Mr. Martin Mafon 
Mr. Thomas Moore 
Thomas Smyth, Efq. 

Mr. Michael Robinfon - * 

Ditto - - - - 

- - - - (Vacant) 

Daniel M‘Koy - - - 

John Jennings - - 


Governor In Chief 

Lieutenant-Governor 

Aid de Camp to the Governor 

Secretary to ditto 

Chief Clerk to ditto 

Comrriiflary 

Deputy ditto 

Chief Clerks to ditto 

Judge Advocate 
Chief Clerk to ditto 
Naval Officer 

Judge of the Vice-Adm. Court 
Regiftrar of ditto 
Surveyor General 
AiJling Deputy ditto 
Adling Chaplain 
Adling Principal Surgeon 

Affiftant Surgeons 

Mafter of the Dock-yard 
Provoft Marfhall 

Clerk in Court, and Regiftrar for 
the County 
Clerk of the Appeals 
Chief Conftable at Sydney 
Gaoler at Sydney 
Chief Conftable at Parramatta, 
vice George Barrington, inva- 
lided 


Andrew 
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Andrew Thompfon - - Chief Conftable at Hawkefbury 

John Thompfon - - Wharfinger at Sydney 

John Archer - ' " X Summoning Bailiffs under the 

- - - - (Vacant) 3 Provoft Marfhal 

4 Storekeepers 6 Superintendants. 


We here annex an official return of the inhabitants and live flock 
in the colony, dated May i, 1803. 

Total number of men, women, and children, 7097; of whom 
2904 were vidlualled from the public ftores ; the reft found pro- 
vifion for thcrafelves. 


Government Stock. 


Bulls, - - - - 


Cows, - - - 

674 

Bull calves, - - , 

489 

Cow calves, - - - 

454 

Oxen, - . - 

92 

Horfcs, - - - - 

39 

Rams and weth^ fheep. 

380 

Ewes, . - - - 

671 

Private Stock. 

Oxen and bulls, 

219 

Cows, - - - - 

354 

Rams and wether fheep, 

3372 

Ewes, - - - - 

5734 

Hlorfes, » « • • 

305 


Goats 
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Goata (male), 

4U 

Ditto (female). 

- 962 

Boars and barrow pigs. 

2993 

Sows, - - - 

3285 


N. B. The wild cattle are not included in either of thefc ftatements j, 
they amounted to above looo. 

The Rolla tranfport arrived at Port Jackfon on the 12th of May,, 
1803, with about 300 convicts. 
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SPECIMEN OF THE LANGUAGE OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


Names chiefly of Objects of Senfe. 


New South Wales. 

Coing, 

Yen-na-dah, 

Bir-rong, 

Mo-loo -mo-Iong, 
War-re wull, 

Ca ra go-ro, 
Boo'do en- 

ong. 

general name 
Cal-gal-le on,? 
the greater , 5 
Gnar-rang al- 
le-on, 
the lejfery 
Tu-ru-ga, 

Co ing-bi-bo-bi, 
Bour-ra, 

Co ing-bur-rc- 
goo-lah, 
Gnoo-wing, 
Car-mar-roo, 
Tar-re-ber*re, 

Gwe yong, 
Cad-ie^, 

GiMe, 

Per-mul, 

Ta-go-rl, 
Yoo-roo-ga, 
Men-nie-mo-long, 
Paa na, ana WU> 
Ian, 

£a-do. 


Englifh. 

The fun. 

The moon. 

A Jlar. 

The Pleiades. 
The Milky Way. 
A cloud. 


The Magellanic 
clouds. 


A flar falling. 
Sun- ruing. 
The Jky, 

Sun fetiing. 

Night. 

I 

Fire. 

Smoke. 

A fpark. 

Earth, 

Cold. 

Heat. 

Dew. 

Rain. 

Water. 




New South Wales. 
Chi a-ra. 

Car rig-er-rang, 
Go-nie, 

Now-ey, 

Beng al le. 

Car -rah jun, 
Gnam- mul, 

' Bur ra, 

Ke-bi, 

Bwo-mar, 

Bow-wan, 

Ma-hn, 

Wir-roong, 
Cong-ar ray, 
Jee-run, 

Can ning, 
Me-diong, 

Ya goo-na, 
Ba-ra-ne, 

Par-ry b^-go, 
Mul-lin-ow-ool, 

Jen ni be, 

Boo-roo-wang, 

Gno-rang, 

E-rang, 

Boo -do, 

Mi-yal§, 

Ar rung-a, 


Englijb, 

Namco. 

The feao 
A hut. 

A canoe. 

A baJkeU 
A fijbing4ine. 

A jinker *. 

A hook. 

A ftone or rock. 
A grave. 

A Jhadow. 

A ghojl. 

Scars on thehack. 
Do. onihebreaft. 
A coward. 

A cave. 

t* 

To-day. 

T^erday. 

To-morrow. 

In the morning. 
Laughter. 

An ijland 
A place. 

A valley. 
f A torch made 
I of reeds. 
AJlranger. 

A calm. 


* A fmall ftone to fink the line, 
t On noticittg % hole in any part of our drefa 
they term it Mc-^liong, 

J TbU word they applied to our ftiipa. 

S ThU word kas reference to fight ; Mi, the 
eye. 

Moo-roo-bin, 
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New South Wales. 
Moo Too-bin, 
Ew-ing, 

Ca-bahn, 

Yab-bun, 

Yoo long, or ( 
Yoo lahng, { 


Adje^hes. 


Bood-jer-re, 

Good. 

Wee-re, 

Bad, 

Mur-ray, 

Great. 

Gnar rang. 

Small. 

Coo-rar-re, 

Long. 

Too-mur-ro, 

Short. 

Go-jy, ? 

Go-jay by, 3 

Rotten. 

Bin mee. 

Pregnant, 

Par-rat-ber-ri, 

Empty, 

Bo ruck. 

Full. 

Pe-mul gine. 

Dirty. 

Bar-gat, 

C j^raid. 
i Frightened, 

Badiel, 

III. 

Moo-la, 

Sick, 

Boo-row- a, 

Above or upward. 

Cad-i, 

Below or under. 

Bar-bug-gi, 

Loji. 

War-rang-i, 

Right, 

Doo-room-i, 

L^. 

Goo-lar ra, 

Angry. 

Yu-ro-ra, 

PeMoruite, 

Wo-fful, and Wo-cul, One. 

Yoo blow-re, and ? 


Boo-la, 3 

A AVif* 

Brew-y, 

Three. 

Murray-to\lb, 

A great many. 

Coal-le-a, 

Both, 


Englijh. 

Woman’s milk. 
Truth. 

An egg. 

C Inftrumental 
\ mujic. 
Cleared ground 
for public cere- 
monies. 


New South Wales. Englijh. 
Moo jel. Red. 

Ta bo-a, White. 

Gna na. Black. 

Bool-ga-ga, Green. 

Moo ton -ore. Lame. 

Yu-too, »dYo.5 „ 
roo gur-ra, 3 * 

Mo rem me, Ties. 

Beall, No. 

Mar-rey, Wet. 


Paris of the Human Body. 


Ca-ber-ra, 

Gnul'lo, 

Mt, 

Yin-ner-ry, 
No-gro, orNo- 
gur ro, 
Kar-ga, 
Wil-iing, 

Da-ra, 

Tal lang, 
Wal-Io, 

Go-ray, 

Cad k-ar, 
Cad-le-ang, 

Na bung, 
Yar-rin, 

De-war- ra, 
Bar-rong, 
Go>rook, 
Oar-ra, 


Head. 

Forehead, 

Eye. 

Eye-brow. 

Nofe. 

Mouth. 

Lips, 

Teeth. 

Tongue. 

Chin. 

Ear. 

I Neck. 

Breajl or Nipple. 
Bedd*. 

Hairi. 

Belly. 

Knee. 

Leg. 

Foot. 


Ma-no-e, 

* Tbii they often finge, and deicribe it at a 
painful operation. 

f This is commonly fall of wmiUf which 1 
have feen them eat> and change from one foil to 
another. 

Tam-mir-ra, 
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New South Wales. 
Tain-inir ra, 

Ber ril Ic, 

Car-rung-un, 

Bib-bf, 

Ba-rongic, 

Pa di-el, 

Bog.gay, orPog ^ 

7ar-rang, 

O-niir, 

Wy O ' man-no, 

Dar ra«gaMie, 
lia-roo-gal lie, 

Wcl leng-al-lie, 


EngliJI). 

Hand. 

Fingers* 

NaiL 

Ribs. 

Vein. 

Flc/Ij or lean. 

Fat. 

Arm. 

Elbow. 

Thumb. 

Fere finger. 
Middle or ring d. 
Little finger. 


Confarguinity. 


Eo-rii, 


Mul-Ifi, 

Din, 

Din al-Ie-ong, ? 

Gin al le ong, 3 

Be zii'm.\this they 1 
fborten to Bean | 
and Be-a, and l 
when in pahiy f 
they cxclaim^c- - 
a-ri, J 

Wy-an-na, and ? 

Wy ang, 5 
Go niang, 
Ba-bun-na, 

Ma mun-na, 

Go roong. 

We row-ey, 

Wong er-ra, 
Na-bung*ay-wui- ? 

dal-liezt» 5 


■ The name com- 
[ mon for the 
natives. 

A man. 

A woman. 

JVomrn*. 


A father. 


Mother. 

Grandfather. 

Brother. 

Sifter. 

A child. 

A female child. 
A male ditto. 
Infant at the 
brcajl. 


New South Wales. 
Bore- goo -roo, 

Guay-a-nay-yong, 

Mau-gohn, 

Man gohn nal ly, 
Go-rah-gal long, 
Go-rah gaMong- 7 
al Ic-oiig, 3 

Ma-lin, Nurkine, 7 
Mud-gin, C 

Gnar-ra-mat ta, j 
Cow-ul, 

‘ We- ring, 

Do-roon, 

Do-rooa c niing. 

Go mul, 

Cam-mar-rade, and 
Ca-mong-al-lay, 


Englljli. 

^ Ch id eight 

7 months old. 
An old man. 

A wife. 

A temporary do, 
Ahandfome man. 
A bandfome 


Arelatm\. 

Male of animals. 
Female of ditto. 
A fon. 

A daughter. 
f A term of 
\ friendjhip. 

C Terms cfajfcc* 
< tion ufed by 

c 


Spears and other Infiruments. 


I Goong-uii;, 


Noo-ro Ca-my, 


A fpear vffth 
four barbs cut 
in the wood^ 
which they do 
not throWi but 
ftrikewith hand 
to hand. 

A fpear with one 
barbi fafiened 


♦ One of the few inflancesi could ever difeover 
of a plural or dual number. 

■j* Compounded of N«i-bung its bread, andWui- 
dal'Hez relating to drinking, 

X To ihefe I never could affix precife mean- 

4 B Ca-my, 
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New South Wales, 


Englijh, 



f A fpear with two 


1 barbs, — This 

Ca-my, 

word is ufed for 
I fpear in genC' 
ral. 


C A fpear with one 

Bil-larr, 

< barb^ cut from 
( the wood* 


Wal-lang-al-le-ong, 

Can na-diul, 

Ghe- rub-bine, 

Doo utl, 

Nb-roo-gal Ck my, 
E-liM-mong, 

Ar -ra gong. 

Moo-ting, 7 

Cal larr, 3 

CSr-rab-ba, ^ 

Dam moo-ne, ^ 

Woo-dah, 

Can-na tal ling, 
Doo-win nul, 

Can ni-cull. 

Car- ru-wang. 

Wo mur rang. 
Gnal-lung ul la, 7 
Tar ril ber-re, 3 
Mo go. 

We bat, 
Wo-mer-ra, 


r A /pear armed 

< iviih fdeces of 

L Jhcll. 

C A /pear armed 
7 "with Jiones. 

C A f pear -without 
I a barb. 

A Jkort fpear. 

C Holes made by a 
7 Jhtcld. 

C A fh ield made of 
^ bark. 

? A Jhield cut out 

< from the folid 
(_ wood. 

Fizgigs. 

Prong of the moo- 
ting 

Prong of the col- 
lar. 


> Names of clubs. 


Stone hatchet. 
Handle of ditto, 
Tbrowing-JiUL 


New South Wales, Englijh^ 


Pronouns, Adverbs, Id Mode of Addrefs, 

Gni-a, 

7, or myft'lf 

Gnee-ne, 

Tou. 

Giiee ne de. 

Toursa 

Dan nai, 

Mine, 

Dar-rmg-al, 

His, 

Gna-ni, 

Whofe. 

Wau, 

Where, 

De, 

There, 

Diam, 

Here, 

Diam 0 waw ? 

Where are you ^ 

Diam 0 diam 0, 

Here I am. 

Gnahn Chiara, 7 

What is your 

gnahn ? 3 

name ? 

Bir rong, 

Appertaining, 

Winds, . 

Bow wan, 

North. 

Bal gay al lang. 

South. 

Boo roo wee, 

Eafi. 

Bain mar-ray. 

Weft. 

Doo loo gal. 

N rth weft. 

Yare ba-lahng. 

South-weji, 

Go nie mah. 

North cajl. 

Gwar*ra, 

A high wind. 

hiflexions of the Verbs, 

G'lia na,. 

Sighi'^g, 

Bwo-me, 

Breath ng. 

Dere rign ang. 

Sneezing, 

Car-re nar-re-bil le, 

Coughing, 

Yen-no-ra, 

Walking, 

Yeti-mow, 

I will walk or go. 

Yenn, 

Go or walk. 


Yen ma nia, 
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New South Wales. 
Yen-ma nia. 


EngUjJ}. 

Wc will walk or 

He is gone. 

7'ou arc going. 


Yen-wor ro, 

Yen-nim-me, 

Y^en iiool, 

Yen-noong, 

Yen-nore-yen, 

Yen-nang-allea, 

A I loey, 

■\Vo ruo wo-roo, 7 n 

■yv. f oo awa'^. 

M ar- re- war re, y ^ 

Pat-ta*dio«’, 

Pat-ia-die nil, 

P.it fy, 

Pat ta-bow, 


Relating to walk- 
tag. 

Let us both walk. 
Stay, 


Paf-tri-baw-ine, 

Pat-fa ne, 

‘Wui da (I'ow, 
AVui <la-dtc-ini,'. 
Nwya je niiiig a, 


I 




Jnng-ara py yay, 
J’ar-rat-bcn- 

Py-ya-bow, 


I ha-vc eaten. 

7 'oil have eaten. 
He has eaten. 

1 will cat. 

:ill cat, or 
'you cat ? 
They cat. 

I have Jrank. 

1 ou have drank. 
CjiVC KC. 

Killed. 

Killed by dogs. 


■< bVflf 

^ 7 'ou will 
^ will you 


J’ar-rat-bcn-ni-diow, I have emptied, 

will Jirtke or 
heat. 


Py yce, 
]vra-bow, 

E-ra, 

E-rail-leiz, 

Mahn-me-diow, 

Mahn-iow, 

Goo-ia, 

Ton*ga bil-lie, 

Wau-rne, 

Wau me-bow, 
Wau-me diow. 


<:iwi 
^ hea 
He did beat. 

I veil! throw. 
Throw you. 
Throwmg. 

I b- vc taken it. 
^Shal! r,crljhall 
h tale. 

Sunk. 

Did cry. 

C Scolding or abu- 
C 

C 7 will /cold or 
C abufe- 

C I have fcoldcd or 
X abujal. 


New South Wales, Englijh. 

Wau-nw diang ha, 

Nang a- bow, I will Jlecp. 

Nang a-diow, J have Jlept. 

Nang a-diem-me, Tou have Jlept, 

Nang-a - ban • me ? Will you Jlecp ? 

Go-r o - da. He fnorcs. 

Gna na-le-ma. She or he breathes 

AUowan, SHtlims.rn. 

I mams. 

dl-lo-wah, iSlmhcn.irJil 

I down. 

WaMoo me yen- ? M^jcre are you 


wal loo ? 


1 


going, 


Txr s (I Where have you 

War -re me-war-rer j ^ 

Gna-diow, Q'ou have jeeru 

Gna-diem me, I have Jeen. 

Gna bow, Iwilljee. 

G na, See. 

Eta mad-jow-in-nia. Forced from him, 
Car-rah ma, Stealing. 

Wor.ga.wee na, "■ 

^ L whijtling. 

I Goo-lar-ra py yel-la. f ““ 

{ rj J ^ anger. 

[Man nie-raong-alla, Sunri/ed. 

Y are ba. Tired. 

Pe-to-e, Sought for. 

Man nic mal lee. He was Jlartled. 

Nwya bow-in nia, I will give you. 

Wan-ye-wan-yi, He lies. 

Ma row e, lie creeps. 

' Bang-a ja-bun, He did paddle. 

Noy - ga, Hozelingas a dog . 

'loll, Biting. 

&n,Co>v.c, Cwoi.lp 

t.ow ana, 3 

Wad be, 5 'idmming. 

B2 Bo gay. 
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New South Wales. 
Bo- gay, 

Ta-yo-ra, Me- 1 
diang>a, 5 

Mul-IS-ra^ 


Englijh, 

Diving. 

' Severelycold.Me. 
dianga is com- 
pounded ^Me- 

^ diong, a fore. 
Married. Cosn- 
poundedo/Mul- 
la, a man. 


Deajls. 


Jutig.o, 

Pat-s^o*rang, 

Bag-gar-ray, 
Wal-li-bah, 
Tein-go, 

Din-go, 

Wor-re-gaT, 

Boo-roo-mm, 

Go-ra-go-ro, 
Wob-bin, 
Ga-ni-mong, 
Wee-ree-a-niin, 7 
Wee-rce-ara-by, J 
Bo-gul, 
Me-reagine, 


Common name. 
A large grey 
kang-oo-roo. 
Small red ditto. 
Black ditto. 

t i)«. 

Gm vulpine op- 
oyum. 

Bed ditto. 

Flying fquirrcl. 
Kang-oo-roo rat. 

Large fox rat. 

Rat or moiife. 
Spotted rat. 


Birds. 


Ma ray-ong, 

Go-ree-ail, 

Mal-go, 


Emu. 

A parrot. 

A black fwan. 


New South Wales. Englifh. 

Car-rang-a bo- 1 A pelican. When 
mur-ray, j they fee this bird 

ovcrtheirheadsi 
they Jing the fol- 
lowing words : 

Gnoo-roo-me ta-tvra-na-twa-na-twa. — Unoo- 


roo me ta twa na 
tar ra wow*. 

Yoo-rong-i, 
Goad-gang, 

Wir-gan, 

Go-gan-ne-ginc, 

Po book, 

Wau-gan, 

Jatn-mul jam-mul, 
Gare-a-way, 

Ca rate, 

Ur- vvin-ner-ri-wing, 


a, na twa, tar ra wuw, 

A wild duck. 

A wild pigeon. 
Bird named by ns 
the Friar. 

Bird named by 
us the Laughing 
yack‘Afs* 
MitfquUo hawk. 
Crow. 

Common hawk. 
White cockatoo. 
Black ditto. 
Curlew. 


Infeitsy Reptiles. 


Mar-rae-gong, 
Mi-a nong, 

I Go-nia go nia, 
Gil-be-nong, 
Bur roo-die ra, 
Gonadong, 
Can nar ray, 
Cahn, 

j Po-boo-nang, 


A fpider. 

A beetle. 

A ^rafshopper- 
A bullcrjly. 
Caterpillar. 
Centipede. 
Snake. 

A black ant. 


* On feeing a ftoal of porpoifes, they fing while the hfh is above wr.irr, No*te-le bre If- Iri, 
No lE-lc bre laJa, until it goes down,- when they fmg the wwds No-tcc, No tee, ur.lil it i ifcD again. 
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Peculiarities of Language. 

To the men when fifiiing they apply the word Mah-ni j to the 
women, Mahn. 

They make Ibme diftindion in another inftance when fpeaking of 
crying, they fay the men Tong-i; the women Tong-e. 

The following difference of dialed was obferved between the natives 
at the Hawkelbury and at Sydney. 


Coajl. 

Inland. 


Ca her ra. 

Co-co, 

lleacL 

Pe-wnr ra. 

Ke-war-ra, 

Hiiir. 

fJmil-Io, 

Nar-ran, 

Foreheads^ 

Mi, 

Me, 

Fye. 

Oo ray, 

Beii-ne, 


(^.ad-lian, 

Gang-a, 


IhroTig, 

Ben de, 

Belly* 

Moo nur-ro. 

Bjom-boong, 

Navel • 

llnoiig. 

Bay ley. 

Buttocks-* 

Ytn-na-dah, 

Dll luck 

Moon. 

Co ins. 

Con do in. 

Sun, 

Cro T a, 

Go-ri- ba. 

IluL 

Go gen-ne ginc, 

Go con-de. 

Laughing yack afs. 


4 
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A SHORT VOCABULARY OF THE NEW ZEALAND 

LANGUAGE. 


New Zealand, 
K-ha-ha, 
E-when-ua, 
E-wy, 

E-mu- da, 
E-dou-nia-te, 
E-ho-ho-rou-ke, 
E-ma-ran-gi, 


EngUjb. 

Fire. 

Earthier ground. 
Water. 

Flame of the fire. 
Summer. 

Winter. 

North. 


E-fow-how-oo-doo, South. 

E-ton-ga, Eaft. 

E-te-hu, Wejl. 

E-te-te-do, To fee. 

£-don-go, To hear. 

E-do-ini-do-mi, To feel. 

E-hon-gi, To fmell. 

E-mei-te, To tafle. 

He-te-te-lhow, or 7 >,■ 

ye..e.d^how, i 

li-po-po-e-c-nue, Full moon. 

E-de-de-ke, sLfqmrur^ 

* I the moon. 

E-ma-ra-ma, The moon. 

E-da, Sun. 

£-pu-ta, Sun-rife. 

Ea-wa-ter«, Noon. 

|;.hi au. or J 

E wlia-tu. Star. 

Ye-rew-a-new-a, Rainbow, 

E-Ma-tan-gee, Wind. 

E-hu-a, Rain. 

E-ue-da, Lightning. 

£• wet- e- te-da. Thunder- 


New Zealand. 
£m-ma-ha mS 
Ma-ka-recdee, 

I' ko-how, 
E-po-ka-ka, 

£ paw-ha, 

£ mo an-na, 

E a-o, 

E po, 

E-co pec-ce, 

E wha-tu, 

In an-hai, 

N’A-goo-nai, 

A-popo, 

A-ta-hy-da, 

A-w'a-ka, 

A-wa-ke-ettue, 

E-hon-gi, 

Ten-gang, 

He-ho-do-ho-do, 


Englifk. 

Hot. 

Cold. 

Fog. 

Dew. 

Smoke. 

f Salt watery or 
1 the fea. 

The day. 

The night. 

To freeze, or ice. 

Stii.w 

I'ejtcrday. 

To day. 

To morrow. 
f Day after to mor^ 
L row. 

Dav following. 
Four days hence. 
r The ceremony of 
< joining nofes as 
C a falute. 

The head. 

\The hair of the 
I head. 

The car. 

Deaf 

The forehead. 


Eta-din ga, 

Etoude Eta din-ga, 

£-da-hu, 

Ca.no.wr!, or 7 

E-ca-no-che, J ^ 

E pu di E''Ca-no-wei, Blind. 
Pa-pa-reen-gi, The cheek. 

£c-£ee-fliu, Thenofe. 

E-cou-wye, 
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New Zealand, 
E-cou-wye, 

E'ka k<’, 

Po co-f<.e-fec, or i 
Edincra-iinga, j 

E-dai-ee, 

He-ooo, lengthened \ 
out. f 


F.-pee-too, 

Eu wd, 

E-tu.di'pO'na, or 
Ewa-wye, 

E mata-ka-ra, 

E coro-E-te, 

He-i-a-dar-re, 

Ing-oo too, 

E-wa-ha, 

In-ni-fhnw, 

Ecoro-coro, 

E-pa-ro, 

E-co- pu, 

E-to-to, 

E-tu-di-i)0-na, 

E-da-pa-ra-pa, 

E-too-o-ra, 

E-cu-nio, 

E-kau-wal, 

E-ki, 

E-u-de, 

£>ai, 

E-tek-kCy 

E-nia-mi, 

£-tu-tai» 

Pa^kc'da,^ 

E-fha-pu, 

E ko ki, 

£>ka ta, 

E-tan-gc, 

E'too-ha, 

E-co-we-ra, 

E^na-my, 


2ltlb, 

The beard. 

The neck. 

The arm. 

The hreajl. 

The nipple. 

The navel. 

The thigh. 

I The leg. 

The fingers. 
Finger-nails. 
The Jkin. 

The Ups, 

The mouth. 

The teeth. 

The threat. 

The hand. 

The belly. 
Blood, 

Knees. 

The feet. 

7 he back. 

The backftde. 
The chin. 

The mouth. 

The penis. 

The vulva. 

To copulate. 

To go to make 
water 

Togo to Jlool. 
Bald headed, 
r regnant, 

A cripple. 

To laugh. 

To cry. 

Tofpit. 

To breathe. 

To groan. 


New Zealand, 

E«(ha, founded ex- y 
prefftve tf the ^ 
adtiony ) 

Te-zet-ou.wa, 
founded expref- 
five of 
E-co-fliew, 

E-mo-a, 


EngUfh. 

Tofigh. 


Sneezing*. 


E-ta-ko-te, 

E-a-ra, 

F.-kow»hae-ra, 

K-to-u, 

B'-ku-paj 

E-du-:i-ke, 

E-da-l)ee, 

Eet, pronounced as 
Eat, 

E’-o-ra, 

E-mat-tee, means 
alfiy death 

E. pi. 

E-ke-no, 
E'-ni-a-ymi, 
In-ui'diou, E-to- 
on-ga, 

E-hu-de, 

!• -de-ka-ra-ka, 

F. -huf-fe, 

I He-dc*de, 


} 


To hiccough. 

To Jlcep. 

{ To lie down to 
fieep. 

To rife from ficep. 
To yawn. 

To break wind. 
To belch. 

To puke. 

Fat, 

Lean, 

In health'. 

Sick. 

r Handfome^ alfo 
I clean. 

Ugfyt alfo dirty. 
Bain in general. 

Tooth-ach, 

Head-ach, 

An itching. 

Love. 

f Hatred^ or being 
t dijfatisfied. 


• A complimfut is paid by the New Zea- 
Urders when one oF the company fneezecy by 
repealing I he following lines: 

Frc /ce, Tte zee, Pa-way, Pa-way, wa cou- 
“ le-ma-h6 co-to-ko-ccc/^ drawn out very 
long. 

Tu-tii-ro a-t^ na ran*ga-ta kiti-po, 

Tu tu-ra nna-bi^ na-ta-na-ta kit-eao 
'J'ce f.trc, Tee zee, 6cc as in theflrd line. 

All u hich means wiilies for health from night to 
morning, and that no bones may be broken by 
the (hock of fncezmg. 

He-ma-ta-ku, 
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Neu' Zealand, 

EugliJJj, 

Hc-ina-ta-ku, 

Fear, 

I'-ka-fou, 

7<^y' 

F-ko-ko-pe, 

Sbanie. 

I^-kow-wa, 

Loathing. 

I'-wa-ra-wa-ra, 

x An error or nip 

1 J 

X take. 

F-ko-cu% 

A cut. 

!• -nio-ro, 

A blew. 

}■ -hou-dang-e. 

To faint. 

He-kye, 

To eat. 

I'.-c-nue, 

To drink. 

F-matta-he-a-kye, 

Hungry. 

Ka-ke, 

Satisfied. 

Ivi-ra, 

To zvalk. 

F'-n-mu, 

To run. 

F'-da-rc, 

To jump. 

F-ka-ou, 

Tofwim. 

F'-ru-ta-ke, 

To meet any one. 

Kc-o-ro-nii, 

To make hafie. 

E-no.ho, 

To fit down. 

Iktu, 

Standing up. 

I’-mo-ki, 

To work. 

Ka-ko-p-i, 

To flout a door. 

Eu-wa-kc, 

To open. 

F-de-ding-ee, 

To fell. 

E-o-mi, 

To give or reach. 

Wha-ka-de-de, 

Vll give you. 

Z’Shockc-c-mai, 

Ditto. 

F-\va-k-a-tu, 

To plant. 

E-o-hoo-tce, 

To pluck up. 

l-:.da.fc. 

To tie or bind. 

F' -wa-wat-te. 

Untie. 

F-ma-ca, 

To throw away. 

F-te-te-do, 

Tolook orohferve. 
To break any 

E-ko-re, 

thing as a 
plate. 

To break any 

E-what-te, 

^ things as a 

C fli<^k- 

E-hi-yi, 

To tear^as paper. 


New Zealatid. Englijh. 



^ To pull down or 
j diflroy, as a 
] bui!Jiii^,jhip, 

Car-co-rec, 


1 ^c. 

E-ko-cout, 

To cut. 

Ing-ha-roo, 

To fee or look for. 

E-hu-na, 

Tohidc. 

Fa-ke-tere, 

To find. 

F-ke-no, 

r To flain or dirty 
X any thing. 

E-moo-roo, 

To clean. 

Eo-roo*ee, 

To wajh. 

E-yliang-a, 

X To build a houfe 
X or boat. 

F-ka-wa, 

lH-tafled, bitter. 

Ilc-i-de-mai ! 

Come here! 

Scy-ede, or F-i.ra, 

Togo. 

F’-ko-re-roo, 

To converfe. 

CTo beat, alfo the 

Pat-too pat-too. 

< name of a prin- 
cipal weapon. 

F-te-ka, 

To tell a lie. 

E-po-no, 

E-\va-ka, ^ 

To tell truth. 

A canoe. 

E-/hoo, 

f To paddle a ca- 
X HOC. 

E-i-ka, 

A fijh. 

E-a-ho, 

To catch a fiflo. 

E-wa-du, 

C A fijh-hook made 
X of wood. 

E>ma*ka, 

A fijhing-line. 

E-nuc, 

Jiig, Urge. 

E-mo-ro-ee-te, 

Small. 

My-ty, 

Good. 

Mack-row-a, 

Bad. 

Ki-e-dow, 

Fit to cat. 

E-whan-na) 

To kick. 

E>ha-ka, 

To dance. 

E-wy-ettc, 

T.M. 

E-wa-du, 

To dream. 

E-ta po-ke, 

To drown. 


E-ka-ya, 
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Nfw Zealand. 
E-ka-ya, 

E-ta-ro-na, 

E-ee-ta, 

Na? 

Ha-ya-ha, 

Ko-ai, 

An-ga, 

Pah-hee, 

E-w‘liar-re, 

E-ta-o, 

E-da-kow, 


E-ma-ta, 

Paf-aa-te-ra, 

E-ko-ha-iue, 

E-ho-nc, 

E-a-wha, 

E-pa-i'S, 

E-tQ-ki, 

E-whow, 

E-va-te-to-ka, 

E-pu-ki, 

E-poo-poo, 

E-wak-e-te-ca, 

Etu-pu, 

E-niu-ka, 


E-mu ka Yera- 
ka- kce. 


I 


Eka-ka-how, 




Englijh. 

To Jieah 

J To hang one's 

X Self 

I underjiand. 
Doyoumeanihis? 
What is this ? 
Who is this ? 
There, 

f A or very 
I large canoe, 

A houfe, 

A /pear 

f A tr ccy or piece 
1 of wood, 

A Jharp Jlone 
with which 
they cut their 
hair. 

A Jione. 

A rock* 

Sand; beach. 

A harbour. 

A board. 

An axe- 

r A chijfcl^ nail^ 

I or iron. 

A door. 

A hill. 

Shells. 

Ear-rings. 

{ The flax plant 
when gt owing. 
r The jlax when 
I drcjfcd. 

The operation of 
drawing the 
fax from the 
plant. 
r Cloth wove from 
I the fax. 


New Zealand. 
A-mo-ko, 

To-ko-hai-ya ? 

£ ma ha, 


Ka ta-puk-e-mai, 

Yen ge-enge, and") 
founded hardy 5 
Eto-ho-ro-ha, 

E-he nue, 

Emata-to - too-roo, 

E da ede-hi, 

E do aw, 

E po to, 

E-wa nu(', 

E-wa etc, 

E-ti ma-ha, 

£ nia-ma, 
E-de-ding-e, 

E ma-ding e, 
E-raa-row, 

Ing now-a-rcy, 

I E ka-ra-de, 

I E-kerc, 

£-manu, 

E wy-you, 

E whairo, 

E ema, 

E-man goe, 

Ka-de da, 

Ka-nap-pa, 

Ta-ah-ne a found- > 
ed longy 5 


EngUJh. 


\ 

\ 


The marks on 
their face and 
deferent parts 
of their bodies. 

How many? 

S' eat manyy 
Jpeaking of 
things, 

^ Sl'eat manyy 
fpeaking of 
people. 


Tired, 


A whale, 
r Whale oily or any 
I other fat. 

Thick. 

Thin. 

{Higby or tally 
^ and long. 
Short. 

Wide. 

Narrow. 

Heavy. 

Light. 

Full. 

Empty. 

Hard, 

Soft. 

A dog, 

A rat. 

A bird. 

Milk. 

Red. 

White. 

All dark colours. 
Green. 

Blue. 

A man. 


4 C 


Wha-liei-ne» 
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New Zealand, 

Englijh. 

Wha-hei-ne, 

A woman. 

E-co ro-wa-ke. 

An old man. 

E-du-a-hei-nc, 

An old woman. 

E-Ta-ma-ree-kee, 

A young man. 

E-Ta-ma-hei-ne, 

A young woman. 

'I’a-ma-i-ete 

A male child. 

F-co-tcro, 

An infant. 

Ma-tu-a-Ta-a-ne, 

Father. 

Ma-tu-a-wa-hei-ne, 

Mother. 

'J'u-a-hei-ne, 

Si/ler. 

Tu-a-Can-na 7 

C Elder brother. 

Tei-ne, 5 

\ Tounger brother. 

E-mi-yan-ga, 

Twins. 

Pah-pah, 

f Children call 

1 their father. 

Hah-ty-yee, 

X Children call 
t- then mother. 


£ fc'ettis to be ufcd as the article, pronounced 
as in the Englifli. 

A is always founded long, as in the French. 


Numerals. 


la-hie. 

One. 

Du-o, 

Two. 

Too-roo, 

Three. 

Wha, 

Four. 

Dee mah. 

Five. 

O-no, 

Six. 

Whee-too, 

Seven. 

Wha-xoo, 

Eight. 


New Zealand. EnglijK 

£-wha. Nine. 

Ng-a-hu-du, Ten. 

Ca-te-cow fignifies One 'Ten. 
Ma>ta-h(e, Eleven. 

Ma-duo, Twelve, and fo 

on, the numeral being preceded 
by Ma, until nineteen (Ma< 
Ew-ha) then Twenty is 
cw Ca. J 

Ca-te-cow, C?, 

Too-roo, 

Ca-te-cow, Ca, 7 , 

Wha, 1 

and fo on to Ninety. 
Ca.«ow.Ca. J 

Kah-row, A hundred. 

Carow, Ca, Du-o, Two hundred, 
and fu on to Nine hundred. 
JCom-ma-roo, A thou/and. 

} Ons tboufand. 

and fo on to Nine thoufand. 
Ca-tce-nee, Ten thoufand, 

which appears to be the extent 
of their numerals. 
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THE FOLLOWING VALUABLE WORKS 
Are Printed for T. Cadell and W. Davies, in the Strand. 


K TITc progress of MARITIME DISCOVERY, from the carlica Period .u 
the Clofc of the Eighteenth Century. Volume the Firft. By James Stamier Clarke, 
F. R.S. Domcftic Chaplain to the Prince,- and Vicar of Prefton. Handfoinciy 
printed in 410. and enriched by numerous Engravings from the Drawings of Pocock, 
and an entire new fet of Charts, by Arrowfmith. Price 3I. 8s. in Boards. 

Tltis Volume contains the Progrefs of Difeovery by the Phenicians, Greeks, 
Romans, and Carthaginians ; and the Portuguefe Difeoveries from their Commence* 
nient ill to the Arrival of Gama on the Coaft of Malabar, in 1499, and, in 

an Appendix, many curious and fcarcc Trads relative to the Subjed. The Work 
was undertaken under the immediate Sanction of Earl Spencer and the Admiralty 
Board ; and it is the intention of the Author to complete tite whole, if pofHble, in 
Six Volumes, forming a comprehtnfive Syftem of Hydrography. 

2. A VOYAGE of DISCOVERY to the NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN. In 

which the Coaft of Afia, from the Lat. of 350 North to the Lat. 52** North, the 
llland of Infu,' (commonly known under the Name of the Land of Jelfo;) the North, 
South, and Fail coafts of Japan, the Lieuchieux and the adjacent Ifies, as well as 
the Coaft of Corea, have been examined and futveyed. Performed in His Majtfty's 
Sloop Providence, and her Tender, in the Years ^796* » 797 » >798* % 

Captain William Robert Broughton. One Volume 410. with Charts engraved 
under the Diredion of Mr. Arrowfmith. 

3. A JOURNEY from Prince of Walcs’s Fort, In Hudfon's Bay, to the Northern 
Ocean. Undertaken by Order of the Hudfon’s Bay Company, for the Difeovery of 
Copper Mines, a North-weft Paffage, &c. in the Years 1769, 1770, 1771, and 1772. 
By Samuel Hearne. llluftrated with fevcral Charts, Views, &c. 4to. il. 7s. in 
Boards. 

4. VOYAGES from Montreal, on the River St. Lawrence, through the Conti 
nent of North America, to the Frozen and Pacific Oceans; in the Years 1789 and 
1 793. With a preliminary Account of the Rife, Progrefs, and prefent State of the 
Fur Trade of that Country. llluftrated with Maps. By Sir Alex. Mackenzie, 
one Volume 4to. Price il. i is. 6d. in Boards. 

5. An Account of the RUSSIAN DISCOVERIES between ASIA and AME- 
RICA : to which are added, the Conqueft of Siberia, and the Hiftory of the Tranf. 
adions and Commerce between Ruflia and China. By William Coxb, A.M. 
Fellow of King's College, Cambridge, and Chaplain to his Grace the Duke of Marl- 
borough. llluftrated with Charts, and a View of a Chinefe Town, 8vo. Fourth *' 
Edition. Price los. 6d. in Boards. 


6 . An 



Workt PrinUd for T^Cadell and W. Davies. 


6. An Account of TRAVELS into the Interior of SOUTHERN AFRICA. 
Including obferrations on the Geology and Geography of the Southern Part of that 
Continent ; the Natural Hidory of fuch ObjeOs as occurred in the Animal, Vege* 
table* and Mineral Kingdoms ; and Sketches of the Phyfical and Moral Charaiflers of 
the various tribes of Inhabitants furrounding the Settlement of the Cape of Good 
Hope.*»Togetker with a View of the Importance of the Cape of Good Hope to the 
different Eoropean Powers* as a Naval and Military Station ; as a point of fj' ;;grlty 
tOQur Indian Trade and Settlements, during a War ; and as a 'i'erritorial Acquififtion 
and 'Commercial Emporium in Time of Peace. With a Statillical Sketch of tire whole 
Colony, . cempU^d from authentic Documents. By John Barrow, Efq. late Secre- 
tary io the EM't of Macartney* Auditor-General of Public Accounts at the Cape of 
Good' Hope* and Secretary to Lieutenant-General Francis Dundas, during his Go* 
»eiM» n > e tit .there. With a Map conilruAed from a^u’.il Obfervation* numerous 
Cbatta* &C. 2 Vols. 4to. Price 3I. 6s. 6d. in Boards. 

" -7. TRAVELS in AFRICA, EGYPT, and SYRIA, from the Year 1792 to 

^ W. G. Browne. Illuftrated with a Map and other Engravings } (^«rto. 
lEfm 21. 128. 6d. in Boards. 

E. A VOY AGE performed by the lateEarl of Sandwich round the MEDITER. 
R A'NEAK, m the Years 173S and 1739. Written by Himfcif. Embellilhed with 
«Pi8«traif of his Lordthip* and illoftrated with feveral Engravings of ancient Buildings 
and Iidi^taoike, with a , Chart of his Courfe. I'o which are prefixed, Memoirs of 
tlfd.|iQiiii|e*Ab^hoPe Li6u By John Cooke* M. A. Chaplain to his Lordfhip* and one 
i(^d|#C^ifii{lains to Greenwich Hofpital. Quarto. Price 2I. 2s. in Boards. 

. ili^DERN GEOGRAPHY : a Defeription of the Empires, Kingdoms, and 

State8| with the Oceans, 'Seas* and Ifles, in all Parts of the World ■, including the 
moft repent Difeoveri^s and Pcditkal Alterations. By John Pinkerton. 'I’hc Af- 
tronomical Introduction by S.VtNCE, A.M. PiofefTor of Afttohomy in the Univeifity 
' t^Cambridge. To the Whole aie added. Lifts of the bed Maps and Books of Fra* 
vela* in all Irfntguages* and an ample Index. In- twoLrge Vols. 4to. with numeious 
|lfilp»*drf.wn uitdor the OtreAion, and with the laft Improvements of Arrowfmith, and 
.. ac new Manner by Lowry* formbig . an udiverfal modern Atlas. Price 

>4!; 4*. u) Boards. 








